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PARKFIELD RUN DELIGHTFUL! 
On March 20, the official 1st day of Spring, 13 
beautiful Corvettes met at Mission San Miguel for a 
run through rural South Monterey County to the 
Earthquake Capital of the World for lunch at the 
Parkfield Café.  The skies were blue and the fields 
and hills a thousand shades of green.  The staff and 
service at the Café was outstanding, and the food 
delicious and plentiful.  Join us Saturday, April 17, for 
the run to Vintage Cowboy Winery to experience a 
similar day of delight and joy!

On the SLO Vettes Road 

                         SLO Vettes at the Parkfield Café after a great lunch and fantastic drive.
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Hello SLO Vettes members,


Spring is here and the temps reflect that.  As a 
matter of fact, Paso will be in the 80’s this 
week.  Poppy’s are starting to show up and I’m 
sure Russ has a tentative day planned for Shell 
Creek.  Keep checking your emails for it.


I would like to thank Russ & Denise Surber for 
the Parkfield run.    It was a great day with 13 
cars, great weather and good food.   The 
service by the way was awesome.   I’m sure we 
will be addressing another visit to Parkfield for 
next year.   Anyway, spring is here so get your 
beauty out and get it ready to go.   We have 
some great events coming up.


I would like to thank Martin and Anne Burgos 
from Santa Maria for coming along.   They are 
interested in a Corvette club so, I think we 
behaved and I hope to hear from them again 
with an application. 


Without stepping on Charles’ foot, I would like 
everybody to mark June 20th on their 
calendars.  We will be heading to Ragged Point 
that day, which by the way is Fathers Day.   


That’s it for now.  Please join us for the next 
meeting April 9th.   We will send a link a day or 
so before the meeting.




Save the Wave,


Jon Dallons

President   

SLO Vettes


Hello SLO Vettes and Happy April Fools!


We welcomed spring at the end of March with 
rain in some areas, cold winds, hail and snow 
in areas of the county but don’t worry, better 
weather is on the horizon. “Corvette weather” 
so make sure you keep your eye out for some 
great runs in the near future. 


I am happy to introduce and welcome new 
members Jonathan and Kimberly Cobbs to 
SLO Vettes. Jonathan and Kimberly reside in 
Bakersfield, they own a Red 2020 coupe, a 
Black 2014 Roadster, and a Blue 2006 Coupe. 
If you see Jonathan and Kimberly at your next 
event, make sure you introduce yourself and 
welcome them to the club. 


At the end of March we have 30 paid 
memberships including 4 Life members and a 
total of 51 individuals. Continue to keep on the 
lookout for potential new members when out 
and about. Invite them to our next meeting and 
or event. Be safe out there and remember to 
“save the wave”. 


Doug Williamson 

Vice President/ Membership


805-709-8253. Cell 805-709-8253


SLO Vettes March 2021 Zoom Meeting

March 12, 2021

Location: Social Media/ZOOM
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Call to Order: 6:32pm

Club Attendees: 19

All Current Board Members Present


President, Jon Dallons:

Thank you to everyone who has consistently 
participated in these Zoom meetings.  Your 
participation is much appreciated.  Looking 
forward to the day we can all meet in person.


February Minutes by Secretary, Lisa 
Klockenteger:

No corrections noted.  A Motion to accept the 
minutes as written was made by Russ Surber 
and seconded by Doug Williamson. The Motion 
was carried unanimously.


Membership, Doug Williamson VP:

Doug sent out a new roster to everyone. There 
are currently 32 memberships. A new member 
is in the works.  Jonathan & Kimberly Cobbs 
will soon be officially a SLO Vette member with 
their 2020 Red C8 Coupe. 


Treasurer Report, Jan Dallons:

➢ Jan reported there is an increase in the 

PO Box at the post office.  

➢ Changes with the company that offers 

our Club insurance has forced us to 
look for new Club Insurance. More on 
that at next meeting.


A Motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report for 
February 12 thru March 12, 2021 was made by 
Doug Williams and seconded by Denise Surber.  
It was carried unanimously.


Events, Russ Surber announced for Charles 
Shearon: 


➢ March 20, 2021—Parkfield Run

➢ April 17, 2021 – Vintage Cowboy


Corvette Museum Report, Don Allen:

➢ 3 people going into the Hall of Fame at 

the Museum.

➢ Raffle News… For $250 per ticket you 

can put in to win a “Build your own” 
Corvette!!!  WOW!! And if you win and 
do not want the car, you can take a 
cash prize of $65,000…yippee. Wow 
that would be so cool. 


➢ Chevrolet Corvette got 2 Invitations to 
the Le Mans Race in Europe this year.  
Another Wow moment.


Newsletter Editor, Russ Surber:

Thank you to everyone for your timely input.  
March 26th is the deadline for entries.

 

Merchandize, Jan Dallons:


➢ Jan ordered more hats in a Maroon 
color and then Doug Will iamson 
proceeded to buy them. So I believe 
she will need to order more. Way to go 
Doug!! 


Old Business:

NONE


New Business:

After much discussion regarding Club 
Insurance, it was decided that it is crucial that 
we make sure we have liability stating not only 
for the Members, but also each of the Board 
Members.  A review of the new insurance 
available to us will be done at the next meeting. 
And our existing insurance will cover us thru 
the next Club Run we have. 


A Motion to accept this was made by Doug 
Williamson and seconded by Tom Wilkins.

It passed unanimously with all those members 
present. 


No 50/50


Next Monthly Meeting: April 9, 2021

Location: Social Media, ZOOM

Time: TBA


Meeting Adjourned at 7:19 pm

Submitted by your Secretary

Lisa Klockenteger

lisaklockenteger@gmail.com


Hello Corvette Friends!  


If you were unable to make the run to Parkfield 
Café you missed a terrific day.  We had a total 
of 13 cars and near perfect weather for the first 
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day of Spring.  I don’t know if Russ & Denise 
knew that they’d scheduled the run for the First 
of Spring, but it was a perfect time to be out in 
the countryside with a Proud Mother Nature 
and good food at the end of the trail. 


You’ve probably seen the email from the 
Surber’s announcing the April event, which 
they have also been organizing.  Scheduled for 
Saturday, April 17, we’ll begin at the Santa 
Margarita Park & Ride and proceed from there 
to Pozo and the Vintage Cowboy Winery.  
We’ve been going there for six years and it’s a 
great event, with tables, chairs, and wine 
tastings provided by the very gracious owners, 
and heavy appetizers provided by each car for 
sharing with the Club.  The Surber’s ask that in 
return for the hospitality the Vintage Cowboy 
has shown SLO Vettes over the years that 
everyone consider buying at least one bottle of 
wine while there.


Another event to add to your calendar is Joe 
Berkman’s organized run to Ragged Point on 
June 20, which is also Father’s Day.  The 
Monterey Peninsula Corvette Club hopes to 
join us at Ragged Point for lunch.  As usual, 
we’ll be parking on the lawn behind the 
restaurant and providing other Resort guests 
with something of a car show!  Joe will be 
sending everyone more detailed information as 
June grows nearer, so for now you’ll just want 
to be sure it’s on your personal calendar.


Finally, the Surber’s are keeping their eyes on 
the wildflower situation around Shell Creek 
Road, and will organize a run to see them once 
Mother Nature decides to begin the bloom.  
This will be a short-fuzed affair with only a few 
days notice, and will be scheduled for during 
the week in order to avoid the heavy traffic the 
bloom elicits on weekends.  As usual, there will 
be lunch afterwards at Creston’s Loading 
Chute. 


If you would like to organize an event, please 
let me know.  There is nothing wrong with 
having two events in one month, or having an 
event with relatively short notice.

   


Charles Shearon

Events Chair

cshearon@gmail.com


National Corvette 
Museum Happenings

 

 

Hello everyone.  Here is my report on the 
latest news from the National Corvette 
Museum, the NCM Motorsports Park, and 
some miscellaneous blurbs about all things 
Corvette.  Hopefully you will find something 
of interest to get you even more enthused 
about your Corvette as well as the Museum.


I know several of you have been to Bowling 
Green and visited the Museum but maybe 
only a few have visited during one of their 
special events.  When Jeanne and I 
attended the 25th Anniversary Celebration 
the excitement started when we pulled in 
only to discover a sea of Corvettes of every 
year, model, and color parked in every nook 
and cranny on the Museum grounds.  
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Thousands of Corvettes and many folks 
wearing their club’s attire.  GM was there to 
show off new cars with new features and 
colors.  There were lots of displays, 
presentations, lectures, and vendors.


The pandemic has certainly been a curse 
for everyone but is has opened up a new 
way for those of us so far away from 
Kentucky to visit the Museum, especially 
during an event.  I am looking forward to 
attending the Virtual Michelin Bash this 
year.  I am already registered, bought a new 
laptop and a large monitor, and now I’m just 
waiting for the event to kick off.   Hopefully 
I will see you there!


Events   

2021 Michelin NCM BASH 

Registration is now open for the 2021 
Michelin NCM Bash; the Museum’s annual 
event season kickoff scheduled for April 
22-24.  The Bash will be offered as both on-
site and virtual events.  Virtual attendees 
w i l l be ab l e t o v i ew sem ina rs and 
presentations taking place on April 22-23.  
Also included will be the raffles and for the 
first time, the Induction of the Hall of Fame 
nominees including Wendell Strode (past 
CEO of NCM), Doug Fehan (past Program 
Manager of Corvette Racing), Henry Haga, 
(Corvette designer), and Mike McCagh 
(Lifetime and Past Pres of NCRS and 
Founding Member of NCM).


Cost to register is $20.  For more 
information and to register, go to:  https://
www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/events/


New Exhibits 
Stars and Cars 




 The new Stars and Cars exhibit is now on 
display in the Skydome. The featured cars 
include George Jones’ 1978 Corvette and Roy 
Orbison’s 1967 Corvette Stingray. 

Country mus ic s inger George Jones 
special-ordered his 1978 two-tone Corvette 
to feature a unique paint combination of 
Corvette Dark Brown and Corvette Light 
Beige. Jones chose the two-tone paint 
because he was fond of the 1978 Corvette 
Pace Car’s two-tone job. Jones’ car is the 
f i r s t c e l e b r i t y - o w n e d C o r v e t t e n o w 
pe rmanen t l y d i sp layed the Na t iona l 
Corvette Museum.


Also on display, is a red 1967 Stingray once 
belonging to musician and six-time Grammy 
winner, Roy Orbison. Throughout his life, 
Orbison owned many Corvettes, but the red 
’67 Stingray was his personal daily driver. 
He would commute to the studio to record 
albums. The car’s features include factory 
side pipes, air conditioning, chrome step 
plates, 4-speed manual transmission, 
electric windows, and power steering. 


Mobil 1 Partners with the Museum in a 
C8 Convertible 

 

Mobil 1 has been the official oil of both the 
Corvette assembly plant and the National 
Corvette Museum for decades.  To 
celebrate this partnership, a 2021 Z51 
Convertible has been adorned with Mobil 1 
and NCM badges and will be displayed at 
Corvette-related events across the nation.  
It was unveiled recently at the Mobil 1 
Twelve Hours of Sebring race.  When not on 
the road, the car will be displayed at the 
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Museum.  To read the story of the 
relationship, go to:  National Corvette 
Museum connects Mobil 1 heritage to 
custom livery at Sebring – National Corvette 
Museum


Racing Legends Give Instruction During 
P e r f o r m a n c e T r a c k D a y a t t h e 
Motorsports Park 

 

The track at the NCM Motorsports Park is a 
unique and challenging road course that 
can be configured in many different ways to 
provide up to 3.15 miles with some 23 turns 
and sudden elevation changes to provide 
drivers with the ultimate racing experience.  
How would you like to drive your own car 
with some of Corvette Racing’s finest 
drivers alongside to mentor you?  Well, your 
dreams could come true.


Race champions Darren Law and Johnny 
O’Connell wil l again be running their 
Performance Track Day, offering ordinary 
sports car enthusiasts a chance to spend 
two days at the track, where they will 
receive instruction from Corvette legends 
like three-time IMSA champion Jordan 
Taylor, former Corvette Racing star Jan 
Magnussen, and Corvette Hall of Fame 
driver Andy Pilgrim.  All five of these 
professional racing drivers have won 
driver’s championships, raced and won in 
their class at LeMans, Daytona, Sebring 
and other high profile tracks several times.  
If you have a minute, Google each and read 
their biographies.  They are all among the 
American sports car racers with the most 
wins at the highest level.  Corvette Racing 

Legends Wil l Offer Instruction at the 
Performance Track Day Event at NCM MSP 
- Corvet te : Sa les , News & L i festy le 
(corvetteblogger.com)


Registration is open now for the event 
scheduled for June 19-20, 2021.  Check it 
out at:  Performance Track Day at National 
Corvette Museum | Performance Track Day 
@ N a t i o n a l C o r v e t t e M u s e u m 
(trackrabbit.com)


 

 

If the red Corvette zooming around the 
Museum’s t rack looks fami l iar that ’s 
because it’s ours.  Yes, I am probably 
following the black Z06 too close at this 
speed but it is a race track.  No, I never 
passed him.  I sure wish I could have had 
one of these pros sitting in the right seat 
and giving me pointers!


Raffles 

Below are all the currently active raffles. For 
additional information and rules regarding 
National Corvette Museum raffles including 
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how to order tickets and to view the number 
of tickets remaining available in real time, 
go to https://raffle.corvettemuseum.org.  


2021 Shadow Gray Corvette Coupe 
4/1/2021 
Price: $150.00 Tickets: 1500 Tickets

 

 

Build Your Own 2021 Corvette or $65,000 
4/23/2021 
Price: $250.00 Tickets: 1500 Tickets  

 

2021 Arctic White Corvette Coupe 
4/24/2021  
Price: $20.00 Tickets: Unlimited Tickets

 

 

2021 Red Mist Corvette Coupe 5/20/2021 
Price: $100.00 Tickets: 2000 Tickets  

 

Assembly Plant News 

 

Here is an aerial photo taken from about 
1000 ft above the Assembly Plant.  New 
Corvettes in their white protective covers 
are lined up waiting to be shipped to 
customers.  Unfortunately, you can only see 
about a third of the inventory because of 
the camera angle.  Just-built Corvettes are 
lined up on the left side in advance of being 
wrapped for shipping.  View the whole 
series of photos at:  [GALLERY] Flyover 
Gives Us a Different Perspective of the 
Corvette Assembly Plant - Corvette: Sales, 
News & Lifestyle (corvetteblogger.com)


Production Delayed 

While the above photo suggests a lot of 
inventory, the plant was shut down for 
weeks due to a lack of parts and equipment 
from outside suppliers.  The two shifts had 
been producing 92-99 cars per day.  The 
delay will push back delivery dates for 
thousands of cars.  To make matters worse, 
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recent snow and freezing temps forced the 
plant to shut down for a few days for 
worker safety.  Then two more one-week 
work de lays fo r t ransmiss ion par ts .  
Hopefully customers and dealers will be 
understanding.


Three Colors to be Discontinued 

When the 2021 model run is complete, the 
exterior colors Sebring Orange, Zeus 
Bronze, and Shadow Gray will be retired.  A 
Corvette dealer in Europe has disclosed 
their replacements:  Hypersonic Gray 
Metallic, Caffeine Brown Metallic, and 
Amplify Orange Tintcoat.  The NCM Bash is 
coming up in April and I am hoping that 
these colors will be debuted at that venue.


I was surprised to hear that Sebring Orange 
was discontinued as it was the fourth most 
popular color choice for the 2020 model.  If 
you want a C8 in these color choices you 
better hurry up and place your order.  For 
cut-off dates, go to:  Uh Oh, Looks Like 
These 2021 Corvette Exterior Colors Are 
Set To Be Retired - Corvette: Sales, News & 
Lifestyle (corvetteblogger.com) and These 
Are The Three New Colors Of The 2022 
Chevrolet Corvette Stingray | Carscoops


Last Day to Order a 2021


 

Originally according to a recent GM 
memo, the last day to order a 2021 will 
be June 17thbut recent rumors dispute 
that date.  Production of 2021 C8s was 
originally expected to end in mid-
August but according to GM officials, 
they don’t plan to extend the model 

years like they did on the 2020’s.  The 
latest rumor is that the last 2021 will be 
built during the week of July 19th.  If 
that is the case, then orders should 
probably be in closer to the end of May 
rather than the previously suggested 
June date.  You would have thought 
that date would get extended to make 
up for the work days lost due to 
shortages in components provided by 
outside resources.  The Last Day to 
Order a 2021 Corvette is June 17th - 
Corvette: Sales, News & Lifestyle 
(corvetteblogger.com) and https://
gmauthority.com/blog/2021/03/2021-
corvette-production-to-end-during-the-
week-of-july-19/

The NCM Corvette Deliveries Increase in 
Popularity 

More and more customers are choosing to 
include the National Corvette Museum 
when purchasing a new Corvette.  In 
reviewing recent numbers, the Museum has 
delivered an average of 55 cars per week.  
If you are interested or would like to know 
more about the delivery programs that are 
offered, go to:  Delivery Programs – 
National Corvette Museum


Corvette Raises the Price of All Models 
by $1000 Beginning March 1 

You knew it was bound to happen.  If you 
already have an order in, GM says you will 
be protected.  Even with the price increase, 
the C8 Corvette is still a fantastic buy!  
(Previous MSRP shown in parentheses.)
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Rumors and Tidbits 

LeMans Invitation:  Corvette Racing Can 
Bring Two Cars


After not being able to participate in last 
year’s 24 Hours at LeMans dur to COVID 
restrictions, Corvette Racing was given the 
invitation to enter two cars in this year’s 
race.  The dates have been moved to 
August 21-22 in anticipation of a lowering 
of pandemic restrictions and increased 
numbers of spectators.  Corvette Racing 
will be competing against Ferrari and 
Porsche for the class title.


Corvette Racing had a Bad Weekend at 
the Mobil 1 Twelve Hours of Sebring 

 

Corvette Racing unloaded two cars with 
specialty paint designs to celebrate their 
partnership with Mobil 1, the official motor 
oil of Corvette.  After qualifying 1-2 for the 
GTLM class, it appeared that a repeat of 
the Daytona race was about to take place.


Unfortunately, it was not to be.  The 
Number 3 C8.R led the first 211 laps from 
the class pole position but was hit from 
behind by a competitor and spun out with 
less than ten minutes left in the race.  The 
car was damaged along with a flat tire and 
ended up in fourth place in the GTLM class.


The Number 4 C8.R developed an electrical 
problem from early in the race.  It caused 
the engine to misfire and the crew could 
never get the issue fully resolved.  The car 
finished fifth in class.


For more photos and details, see:  Corvette 
Racing at Sebring: What Might Have Been - 
C o r v e t t e : S a l e s , N e w s & L i f e s t y l e 
(corvetteblogger.com)


Motor Trend is Hearing Rumors About an 
Interior Redesign 

Motor Trend is sharing a rumor that new 
design leaders are not happy with the C8 
interior, most specifically the wall of buttons 
separating the passenger from the driver.  
MT is hearing about a change coming as 
soon as 2023.  Time will tell.  Corvette's 
Weird Buttress Of Buttons Could Disappear 
In 2023: Report (motor1.com)


COVID Strikes C7 Grand Sport and Z06 
Tire Production (Update) 

Last month I said if you own a C7 Grand 
Sport, Z06, or ZR1 and are in need of new 
rear tires, you might be out of luck.  It 
doesn’t just stop there either.  A friend of 
mine has a base C7 including the Z51 
option and he could only replace his front 
tires.  The rears won’t be available until 
sometime in June.  When COVID hit, tire 
production slowed or stopped.  Standard 
C7 tires are readily available but not the 
335-25-20s used on the rear of the 
performance models.  Those are still facing 
a real shortage.  You might want to check 
with your local retailer right away if you 
think you will need new tires soon.  


Rare 1967 L88 Coupe Sells for $2.65 
Million 
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In 1967, Corvette built 20 cars equipped 
with the powerful L88 427 engine.  This was 
the only one painted in Surefire Yellow.  It 
has the original engine block and has won 
numerous awards for authenticity.  The 
hammer dropped at Mecum Glendale for 
$2.45 million.  With commissions for the 
auctioneer, the total purchase price was 
$2.67 million.  This makes the fourth C2 L88 
to sell for over $2 million recently.  Just an 
FYI, the L88 option in 1967 cost the original 
buyer $947.90.  For more photos and 
details, go to:  1967 Corvette L88 Coupe 
Sells for $2.65 Million at Mecum Glendale - 
C o r v e t t e : S a l e s , N e w s & L i f e s t y l e 
(corvetteblogger.com)


In Closing 

To learn more about the Museum, upcoming 
events, exhibits, membership, and to plan 
your next visit, please contact me directly 
o r v i s i t t h e N C M w e b s i t e a t 
www.corvettemuseum.org.   In the 
meantime, drive safe and enjoy the Corvette 
experience.


Don Allen, National Corvette Museum 
Ambassador

SLO Vettes


Will Corvette Racing 
Continue in 2022?

Corvette Racing has been extremely 
competitive in their particular classification 
of car racing over the past 25 years.  They 
have 14 Team Championships, 13 Driver’s 
and Manufacturer Championships, as well 
as 113 race wins for the squad including 
eight class wins at the 24 Hours of Le 
Mans.  While quite an accomplishment, that 
could come to a close beginning in 2022.  
At the time of this writing, the future of 
Corvette Racing is still up in the air.  


Here is a little history lesson.  The 
International Motor Sports Association 
(IMSA) is the overall sanctioning body that 
develops the rules for a season schedule of 
thirteen races known as the Weather Tech 
SportsCar Championship Series.  Each race 
includes five separate classes of cars; all 
competing together at the same time during 
each race.  The class of cars under which 
the Corvette factory team races is known as 
Grand Touring LeMans (GTLM) and includes 
f ac to r y sponso red r ace t eams w i th 
professional drivers.  In past years, the 
manufacturers have included Corvette, 
Ferrari, Porsche, Austin Martin, Ford, and 
BMW just to name a few.
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A s I s a i d l a s t m o n t h , t h e G T L M 
classification will be no more in 2022.  
IMSA has dropped the class because most 
of the factories have stopped competing in 
the series.  Only Corvette and Porsche have 
entered cars for all the races.  Ferrari has 
on ly sent one car for a se lect few 
endurance races and the same for BMW.


For 2022, IMSA changed the rules in hopes 
of increasing participation by the factory 
t e a m s a n d t o p r o m o t e s p e c t a t o r 
attendance.  The sanctioning body will 
move closer to comply with rules developed 
by t he i r Eu ropean coun te rpa r t , t he 
Federation Internationale de l’Automobile 
(FIA) for similar sports cars known as Cup 
Grand Touring Cars and are simply called 
the GT3 rules.  IMSA will break down the 
GT3 rules between two sub-classes known 
as Grand Touring Daytona Pro (GTD Pro) 
and Grand Touring Daytona (GTD).  The 
primary difference will be the level of 
professional participation in GTD Pro vs a 
combination of pro-am and/or strictly 
amateur teams in GTD.  


The GT3 class rules generally specify that 
cars be built to certain specifications, be 
production based, and made to reflect cars 
that are available to the public.  Now that 
doesn’t mean that the race car be mass 
produced but among severa l o f the 
mandates, it does require that a certain 
number of the race cars be constructed and 
made available for sale within a set time 
limit before the first race of the season.  
Once all the qualifications are met, the race 
car is determined to be “homologated”, a 
term derived from a Greek word meaning in 
agreement.  To be compliant with FIA rules 
for GT3, each manufacturer must build at 
least 10 cars within 12 months and 20 cars 
within 24 months of the homologation date.  
Ferrari, BMW, Porsche, and Austin Martin 
have already committed to the program and 
all have cars that would qualify under the 
new specifications.


The C8.R was not designed for the new 
Weather Tech Series GTD Pro class nor 
does it qualify in its current configuration.  
While it is a 2-door coupe (just one of the 
many requirements), it does not use a base 

production engine, some of the chassis and 
body components are specific to the race 
car design, and as of now, only a very few 
C8.R cars exist and none of which are 
available for sale to the public.   It would be 
almost impossible to modify the design and 
meet the homologation requirements in time 
for the opening IMSA event at Daytona next 
February.


Currently, Callaway Competition campaigns 
its own GT3 race team and sells Corvette 
C7 GT3-R race cars and support parts and 
e q u i p m e n t t o l e a d i n g r a c e t e a m s 
throughout Europe. GM has expanded 
Cal laway’s exclusive author izat ion to 
homologate, construct and sell Corvette 
GT3 race cars worldwide, including North 
America.  These cars are based on the 
front-engine C7 design rather than the mid-
engine C8 platform.  While extremely fast 
and very competitive, the C7.R is still last 
year’s technology and does not reflect the 
latest and greatest stuff from Chevrolet. 


As I wrote last month, it would be costly to 
modify the C8.R for the new class.  If this 
were to be the end for the C8.R, GM will 
have not recaptured much of its vast 
investment in the design.  So, what will GM 
do now?


Laura Wontrop Klauser, the new head of 
Chevy’s sports car program says they are in 
current negotiations with IMSA to see what 
modifications can be done to the current 
race car to allow it to compete in 2022.  
She is not asking for a change in the rules 
but more of a temporary modification so 
GM can recoup some of its investment in 
the C8.R.  That would give GM some time 
to develop a competitive GT3 car for the 
2023 season that would satisfy all the 
requirements.  No agreement has been 
reached as of the time of this writing.


Klauser says another option might be to 
compete in the FIA World Endurance 
Championship (WEC).  The C8.R qualifies to 
compete in this series which includes six 
races, all of which are outside of the US 
including Europe, Asia, and the Middle 
East.  Most importantly, the series includes 
the 24 Hours of LeMans race in France 
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which Corvette Racing has always included 
in their race schedule.  In fact, Corvette 
Racing has already entered one car in the 
2021 WEC series opening race in Belgium 
and two cars for the Le Mans race.  While 
the Belgium race could be considered a 
tune-up for Le Mans, i t might be a 
placeholder for the whole WEC series.  


Don Allen 

I am delighted to report that the first event of 
2021, a run from the Mission in San Miguel to 
the Parkfield Café on March 20 was a great 
success.  In a way it was for Denise and me a 
rather nostalgic moment when our thirteen 
Corvettes pulled up in front of the Café, just 
eleven months and 30 days short of one year 
from the time the run was originally scheduled, 
only to be cut off when Governor Newsom 
ordered the state into lockdown.  


More by accident than design, Denise and I 
scheduled the event for the first day of Spring, 
perhaps unconsciously hoping that it would 
signal a final end to the Year of Covid and the 
beginning of a return to normalcy.  Whatever, it 
was a gorgeous day to take our cars on the 
road, and Parkfield Valley was as beautiful as 
we’ve seen it, with green meadows, towering 
oaks, and grazing cattle everywhere.  


The tu r nout fo r the event was ve ry 
encouraging.  Looking into our mirrors as we 
headed up Parkfield Road gave us an 
incredible view of twelve Corvettes winding 
through the hills of southern Monterey County.  
If you couldn’t make it this year, our intention is 
to plan another run to Parkfield next year, as 
close to the first day of Spring as we can make 
it, which Goggle tells us will be Sunday, March 
19, so mark the preceding Saturday, March 18, 
in your calendar as a good possibility.


B y n o w y o u ’ v e s e e n t h e fl y e r a n d 
announcement for the Club’s April Event, a run 

to the Vintage Cowboy Winery in beautiful 
Pozo.  This popular event combines some road 
time on one of SLO County’s best “Corvette” 
roads with the warm reception the Club gets at 
its destination.  As is tradition for this event, 
Denise and I are asking that each participating 
car bring a “heavy” appetizer it can share with 
your fellow SLO Vetters.  Tables, chairs, and 
wine tasting is provided by the Vintage 
Cowboy, so we urger you to consider, in 
appreciation for the Winery’s support of SLO 
Vettes, that you buy at least one bottle of wine, 
or consider signing up for the Vintage Cowboy 
Wine Club, if you are an aficionado of fine 
wines.


Please take a look at Don Allen’s “Guest 
Column.”  It’s an update on what is or may be 
happening to Team Corvette.  Don submitted it 
in response to my oft mentioned hope that 
members will contribute to the Newsletter.  
Don’s article is certainly something we’re all 
interested in, but readers would also be 
interested in learning of good restaurants, great 
mechanics, or back roads that you’ve found.  
The articles needn’t be long, but I’m sure 
everyone would love to read about something 
new they might try for themselves.  Many 
thanks to Don for submitting this piece, and I 
hope it will encourage others to give it a try.


So, have a lovely Spring and remember that 
when the wildflowers finally begin to blossom 
Denise and I will be organizing a run to Shell 
Creek to take them in.  Almost certainly this will 
be a short fuse kind of event, with only a few 
days advance notice.  Also, because Shell 
Creek can become VERY crowded with sight-
seers on weekends, the run will be an in-the-
work-week affair.  After taking in the flowers, 
we’ll head off for Creston’s Loading Shute 
restaurant for lunch.


Denise and I have had our second Covid shots 
and are feeling fine.  We hope that if your 
cohort hasn’t yet been made eligible it soon will 
be.  Otherwise, stay healthy, stay happy, and 
smile a lot, even behind a mask people can tell 
that you’re smiling by your eyes.


Happy Trails,


Russ Surber

Editor, SLO Vettes Newsletter
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2007 Corvette Coupe For Sale 

Here’s a chance to own a low-mileage, superbly maintained, 1-owner Corvette from a 
local seller.  The car has less than 25,000 miles and is as clean as anything on the 
market.  It has the 3LT package, plus a few extras the owner has added.  The tires 
are good and an optional removable blue top is included. 

The car is in Arroyo Grande.  For more information contact Ken Lehr at:  
airlehr@att.net or 916-216-0168.  See the ad on Facebook Marketplace.
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vintage cowboy winery run 

saturday, april 17, 2021 

This will be the 6th year we’ve visited Pozo’s Vintage Cowboy Winery, which 
should tell you something about the event’s popularity.  We each bring some 
“heavy” appetizers to share with one another and we “taste” some of 
Vintage Cowboy’s excellent wines. 
 
What do I need to do?  If you are planning to attend, please email Russ or Denise Surber 
(rdsurber@charter.net) by Tuesday, April 13 to say you will be there.  This allows us to give the 
headcount to the Vintage Cowboy on Wednesday. 
 
Where do we meet?  We’ll gather at the Santa Margarita Park & Ride just off the Hwy 101 Santa 
Margarita off ramp (both north and south) at 12:30.  We will depart the P&R at 12:45 PM sharp.  
Be sure you have at least ¾ of a tank of gasoline because there is no gas in Pozo. 
 
What do I need to bring?  For the Run itself, bring a family radio (walkie-talkie) set on Channel 
10.  For the Winery, bring an appetizer you can share with others and a happy spirit! 
 
What should I keep in mind?  The owners of the Vintage Cowboy are excellent hosts.  They 
let us taste without charge, bring our own food, take up their tables and chairs, and make us 
very welcome.  Please consider buying at least one bottle of their wine while you are there or  
joining the Vintage Cowboy Wine Club, you’ll find lot of us have. 

taare 
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Vintage Cowboy Run - April 2019


