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On a sunny, warm February 15th, 9 Corvettes, 5 Ferraris, 
4 Mustangs, and one Camero headed off for a day-long 
run that started in Pismo Beach and ended in Solvang, 
with stops at a SLO Vettes favorite, Buelton’s Figueroa 
Mountain Brewery for lunch, and at Solvang’s fantastic 
Motorcycle Museum. A round of thanks to Doug 
Williamson who organized the run and made the 
arrangements.  Honorary Life Member Dan Miroballi 
drove his C5 up from his Thousand Oaks home to join us 
and gets a double prize; came the furthest and at 94 was 
the oldest participant. Way to go, Dan!



Pismo Derelicts and Friends
There is nothing so rewarding when an 
impromptu plan comes together.   Don’t 
want to rain on anyones article but while 
traveling to the Santa Margarita Park and 

R i d e l a s t 
S a t u r d a y , I 
wondered just 
how many cars 
would show for 
t h e P i s m o 
D e r e l i c t s a n d 
Friends event.   I 

think the final number of cars participating 
was 19.  I’ll leave Joe or Doug to fill in the 
blanks.   In any event, a good day and a 
response from the other clubs that we may 
repeat this event again.  

Meeting  2/21/20
The meeting was well attended considering 
the threat of rain and on a third Friday 
instead of the usual second Friday.  Oh, I 
forgot.   A greenhorn president also.  
Everybody who attended was very 
understanding of my inexperience and 
n e r v e s .  I 
t h o u g h t w e 
would be out of 
there after 30 
minutes so I 
drug my feet 
and started the 
meeting slightly 
after 6:30.  To 
my surprise, we were walking out just 
before 8:00.    Thanks to everybody who 
attended.   I also would like to thank Russ 
and Denise Surber who covered for Joe 
and Doug.   And here they thought they 
were unemployed.  

Events
There are a few more dates that have been 
firmed up for our events.   Check for fliers in 
the newsletter and/or on the website for the 
most current information.

Mystery Tour
The Surber’s and the Dallons’ will be taking 
to the road next weekend attempting to firm 
up the Mystery Tour scheduled  for this 
September.   It generally takes a few trips to 
make it all happen and you have to start 
early.  There was some talk about providing 
more information for the Mystery Tour, ie  
direction, distance or even the final 
destination.  We want to generate more 
interest.  Ten cars would be a nice number 
instead of the usual five or six.  Any input 
on th i s sub jec t wou ld be g rea t l y 
appreciated.

Time Change
FYI, the clocks will move forward on March 
8th.   Remember, Spring Forward and Fall 
Back.   

Well, that’s it for now.  

Jon Dallons
President, SLO Vettes  

As you are aware, the SLO Vettes and 
Friends run to Buellton was a big 
success.  We had 9 Vettes, 5 Ferrari’s, 4 
Mustangs and 1 ZL1 Camaro. The Ferrari’s   
were from the Central Coast chapter of 
California Ferrari owners club. The 
Mustangs are members of 805 Fast Fords 
out of SLO, and the ZL1 Camaro is a friend 
of mine & Denise. One of the Corvette’s 
was a potential new member that I met at 
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the donut shop and invited to join our club 
and go on the run. 

I feel this could become an annual event. 
We also mentioned the Ragged Point run to 
the Ferrari group and they expressed an 
interest. They asked that we send a flyer 
with the details when we get closer to the 
event.
 

This all started 
out a couple 
weeks prior to 
the run when I 
w e n t t o t h e 
P i s m o 
Derelict’s and 
s t a r t e d 
promoting our 
upcoming run. I 

met the president’s of the Central Coast 
chapter of the Ferrari club and the 805 Fast 
Fords along with a few others. The Ferrari’s 
and Mustangs were interested in the run 
and I started getting RSVP’s the following 
 week.  On the morning of the run Denise 
and I arrived at the Donut shop around 7:30 
AM and started checking in with our invited 
guest. The North County SLO Vettes group 
left from the Santa Margarita Park and Ride 
and arrived at the Derelict parking lot a little 
after  8: AM. Everyone had a little over an 
hour to  enjoy looking at all the local cars. 

After our drivers meeting we left the Donut 
shop parking lot around 9:45 and headed to 
Santa Maria via Hwy 1. The first leg was 
lead by yours truly and we all made it to the 
old Costco parking lot in Santa Maria. After 
a brief break and regroup we left Santa 
Maria, lead by our fearless President Jon 
Dallons with me taking up the rear. We lost 
a few cars via a wrong turn but all managed 
to find their way to the Figueroa Mountain 
Brewery in Buellton where we had a great 
lunch. After lunch everyone went his own 

way, with some 
of us going to 
the Motorcycle 
M u s e u m i n 
S o l v a n g t o 
finish a great 
day. 

In closing, all I 
can say is it 
was qu i t e a 
sight seeing 19 
awesome cars driving as a group on 
Highway 1 and then Foxen canyon. I hope 
we can have many more in the future. 

W e c u r r e n t l y h a v e 2 4 p a i d - u p 
memberships, which equate to 43 individual 
members, with high hopes of recruiting 
more in the coming months.

SLO Vettes February 2020 Meeting
Location: Alfano Chevrolet
Date: February 21, 2020

Call to Order: 6:34 pm
Board Members Present:

Jon Dallons, President
Jan Dallons, Treasurer
Lisa Klockenteger, Secretary

Board Members Absent:
Vice President, Doug Williamson 
(Sitting in for VP - Denise Surber)
Events Chair, Joe Berkman (Sitting 
in for Events Chair - Russ Surber)

Committee Chairs Present:
Don Allen - Corvette Museum 
Liaison
Jan Dallons - Merchandize
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Russ Surber - Newsletter
Jon Dallons - Webmaster

Total Attendees:  14

President Jon Dallons thanked everyone for 
attending the Planning Meeting on January 
19, 2020.  It was a huge success.

Sad news to report: Chuck and Zan Varela 
have sold their Corvette and bought a 
Mercedes SUV (from Alfano’s!)  They 
donated their Corvette items to the Club for 
us to do with as we see fit.  We decided to 
have a Silent Auction each meeting until all 
items are gone.  Thank you to the Varela’s 
for their gracious gift.  We will miss them!

Membership: Denise Surber for VP Doug 
Williamson

• No Change in Membership.
• 24 paid-up Memberships (2 more in the 

works?) which equates to 43 individual 
members.

• Last Saturday’s Pismo Derelicts & 
Friends Run may produce several new 
memberships.

Secretary: Lisa Klockenteger

A motion to accept the December Minutes 
as published was made by Bonnie 
Babineau and seconded by Russ Surber.  
The motion was accepted by unanimous 
vote.

Treasurer: Jan Dallons

Jan reviewed and explained the total yearly 
budget and the monthly totals with 
everyone.  A motion to accept the January 
2020 Profit and Loss Budget Report was 
made by Lisa Klockenteger and seconded 
by Scott Randle.  The motion was accepted 
by unanimous vote.

Events Chair: Russ Surber for Events 
Chair Joe Berkman

• The Pismo Derelicts & Friends Run was a 
great success.  All who went had a blast.  
There were 9 Corvettes (1 that had joined 
us for the day and a potential new 
member), 4 Mustangs, 1 Camero ZL1, 
and 5 Ferraris.  The weather couldn’t 

have been more perfect.  And, we had a 
surprise member show up from Thousand 
Oaks!  Dan Miroballi came in his 
Corvette.  It was great to see Dan!

• The Parkfield Cafe Run will be on 
Saturday, March 21, 2020 - More info to 
follow.

• Vintage Cowboy Winery Run will be 
Saturday, April 25 - More info to follow.

• Shell Creek Wildflower Run - It will be a 
floating date.  We have to go with what 
Mother Nature gives us.  We will keep 
you posted.

National Corvette Museum: Don Allen

Don spoke about the type of engines being 
designed for the new C8 cars and race 
cars.  Fascinating stuff!  He has a link he 
will give in in his Newsletter column where 
you can hear the different engine sounds.  
Sounds l i ke a med i ta t ion U-Tube 
experience for sure!
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Newsletter: Russ Surber

Will all contributors have their material in by 
Monday, February 25, 2020.  Russ thanks 
you!

Sunshine: Jeanne Allen

This was Jeanne’s first meeting as 
Sunshine Chair. Lisa Klockenteger thanks 
Jeanne for taking on a task she had been 
doing.

Merchandize: Jan Dallons

Lots of diverse items you can purchase 
while at our monthly 
meetings.  Jan has 
a catalogue from 
w h i c h y o u c a n 
custom order.  Talk 
to Jan if you have 
any “wants” on 
y o u r C o r v e t t e 
wardrobe list.

Old Business

Item #1— A motion to vote on accepting the 
2020 Budget Plan as submitted by 
Treasurer Jan Dallons at the Events 
Meeting.  Russ Surber moved to accept the 
2020 Budget Plan and Bob Babineau 
s e c o n d e d .  T h e m o t i o n c a r r i e d 
unanimously.

Item #2— A motion to accept the 
December  2019 Budget Report was made 
by Denise Surber and seconded by Sherry 
Vivas.  The motion carried by unanimous 
vote.

New Business

Russ Surber passed out flyers on a 2017 
Grand Sport roadster former member 

Richard Bell is selling.  Contact Richard 
directly if interested.

50/50 Drawing . . . $45

Jeanne Allen won the draw, an appropriate 
thank you for taking on the Sunshine Chair.

Next Monthly Meeting: Friday, March 13, 
2020
Location: Alfano Chevrolet
Meet & Greet: 6:00 PM
Business Begins: 6:15 PM Sharp!

Respectfully submitted by our Secretary
Lisa Klockenteger
lisaklockenteger@gmail.com

     March Sunshine Report 
                 By 
          Jeanne Allen 

 
Jon Dallons         3/7

  Charles Shearon         3/8
    Joe Berkman         3/12
    Scott Randle                   3/14
    Anna Lopez         3/22

  Don Allen         3/23
  Dave Breece         3/24

  Harald & Judy Suschke  3/12
  Donna & Dick Thiel.        3/19
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Museum News

New Exhibits

N e w Y e a r - L o n g E v e n t i n t h e 
Exhibition Hall

On Friday, January 31, 2020 the 
National Corvette Museum in Bowling 
Green, Kentucky celebrated the grand 
opening of a new exhibit with a ribbon 
cutting ceremony, bringing together 
icons of the 1950’s and 60’s ‘Kustom 
Kar Kulture.’

“One might ask why the NCM has 
devoted a year-long exhibit to the art 
and influence of Ed ‘Big Daddy’ Roth,” 
said Dr. Sean Preston, President and 
CEO of the Museum. 

“One of my jobs at the National 
Corvette Museum is to collect Corvette 
history on camera so we can save 
those stories and use them to educate, 
entertain and inspire others,” said Bob 
Bubnis, Curator of the exhibit. “Back in 
July 2014 I recorded Tom Peters life 
story. I asked Tom, ‘what caused you to 
want to draw cars, what were your 
influences?’ and he said, ‘Ed Big Daddy 
Roth. ’ When his excitement grew 
talking about it, that’s when the idea for 
this exhibit began.”
You cannot tell the story of Corvette 
design without talking about those who 

influenced the designers, which brings 
us to Ed Roth.”

Considered a renaissance man, Roth 
became a central figure in the 50’s and 
60’s Kustom Kulture era of automobile 
h i s t o r y , b e c o m i n g a c u l t u r a l 
phenomenon himself in the process. 
W i t h n o f o r m a l e d u c a t i o n i n 
engineering, he designed and created 
some of the era’s most iconic cars, 
many of which are displayed as part of 
the exhibit. The Revell model company 
would turn Roth’s car creations into toy 
model kits that would sell millions of 
units and influence creative inspirations 
in many youngsters to build their own 
dream cars.

Tom Peters was the GM design team 
leader for the Corvette C6, C7 and 
2020 Stingray mid-engine Corvette.  
Peters was the co-curator for the 
exhibit.  Many of the drawings were 
provided by Ed’s widow, Ileene.  Some 
of cars are Ed’s originals and others 
are cars designed by his followers.

How about a C8 Corvette illustration in 

the Ed Roth style?  You can see the 
inspiration.

Check out the full story and video at:  
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/car-
t o o n - c r e a t u r e s - k u s t o m - k a r s - a n d -
corvettes-exhibit-opens/

Corvettes from the Transformer 
Movies
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Joining the Car-toon Creatures Display 
are Sideswipe (aka the 2009 Stingray 
Concept Corvette) from the second 
Transformers film, Revenge of the 
Fallen; and Crosshairs from the fourth 
Transformers film Age of Extinction.

GM Design Chief, Tom Peters, always 
wanted to do a modern interpretation of 
the 1963 Corvette Stingray. The design 
drawings were of a silver car with a 
split window like the 1963, as well as 
the revered ‘Stingray’ badge.  His boss 
liked where Tom was going with the 
design so much that a full-size working 
model of it was ordered to be built. 
Every detail was an opportunity for 
creative exploration, using carbon fiber, 
chrome, premium components and LED 
lighting. Even the engine cover was 
branded ‘Hybrid Stingray’ to point to 
future thinking.

When movie director Michael Bay went 
through the secret halls of GM one day 
looking for stars for the upcoming 
Transformers film, he liked the Stingray 
Concept so much that he created a 
character for it to play – renaming him 
‘Sideswipe.’

The C7 debuted on January 13, 1013 to 
world-wide acclaim, and would later be 
c h o s e n t o s t a r i n t h e m o v i e 
Transformers: Age of Extinction.  Based 
on a 2014 Corvette, this green movie-
used car p layed the par t of the 
adventurous paratrooper Crosshairs, 
fighting alongside the Autobots and 
Optimus Prime to defend the earth 
against the dreaded Decepticons.

Sideswipe is on loan from the GM 
Heritage Center while Crosshairs is on 
loan from DreamWorks Pictures.
Events

2020 Corvette Hall of Fame Inductees 
Named

Four people will be inducted into the 
Corvette Hall of Fame in September.  
They are:

•Doug Fehan – Racing
•Henry Haga – GM/Chevrolet
•Dr. Mike McCagh – Enthusiast
•Wendell Strode – Enthusiast

Doug Fehan has been the General 
Manager of Corvette Racing since its 
inception in 1999.  Henry Haga was the 
Chief Designer for the Chevrolet Studio 
for several years and has created 
des igns fo r bo th product ion and 
experimental Corvettes.  Dr. Mike 
McCagh is a founding member of both 
the NCM and the National Corvette 
Restoration Society (NCRS).  Wendell 
Strode is the past Executive Director of 
the Museum and was the leader of the 
original task force to obtain the land on 
which the Museum now sits.

Museum in Motion, Rolex 24 Hours at 
Daytona

You have heard me speak and write 
about the NCM’s Museum In Motion 
(MIM) tours to various parts of the 
United States and Europe.  Some of the 
trips include racing venues such as 
LeMans and Daytona; places where 
Corvet te Racing has had a very 
successful history.  These tours include 
direct access to information, activities, 
and great trackside views.  

One feature is parking in the Corvette 
Corral where only owners of Corvettes 
get to park among the racers and get 
direct access to Team Corvette.  Here 
is a video of the Doug Fehan providing 
a 45 minute briefing to Corral attendees 
before the start of the Rolex 24 Hour 
endurance race in Daytona Beach, 
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Florida.  Driver introductions are 
included.  To add to the excitement of 
the C8.R’s first race, Fehan tells the 
group why he has ordered a C8 for his 
personal use and why not to be afraid 
of a first-year Corvette.  Check it out at:  
h t t p s : / / w w w. c o r v e t t e b l o g g e r. c o m /
2020/01/24/v ideo-corvet te- rac ings-
doug - f ehan -a t - t he -2020 - ro l ex -24 -
corvette-corral/

Museum in Mot ion, Tai l of the 
Dragon/Biltmore Estate

Speaking MIM runs, hopefully those of 
you who are NCM members took the 
time to read the article about this 
upcoming event in the most recent copy 
of America’s Sports Car, the official 
publication of the NCM.  The article 
included some cool photos and a 
description of the run.  For those of you 
who have yet to join the NCM, you can 
read this year’s agenda for the run at:  
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/event/
mim-dragon-run/.  Unfortunately the 
event sells out very early but it is one I 
would love to attend at some time in 
time.

Raffles

Below are the currently active raffles. 
For additional information and rules 
regarding National Corvette Museum 
raffles including how to order tickets 
and to view the number of tickets 
remaining available in real time, go to 

h t tps : / / ra f f l e . co rve t temuseum.org /
index.cfm.

Corvette Assembly Plant
New Building Graphics 

The next time you visit the Museum or 
just drive by the Assembly Plant on 

2020 Black 
Coupe 
4/25/20  

Price: $20.00 
Unlimited 

Raffle  
Drawing: April 

25, 2020
2020 White 

Coupe 
3/26/20  

Price: $100.0
0 Tickets: 

2000
2020 BYO 

Corvette or 
$60,000 cash 

Drawing 
4/24/20  

Price: $250.0
0 Tickets: 

1500
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I-65, you will see some new graphics to 
show off the new C8.  
Even More Popular Options for C8 
Orders

Last month I wrote that it appeared new 
C8 owners are choosing to upgrade 
from the base model. In the first 444 
ca rs p roduced , none were base 
models.  The least expensive car 
stickered at almost $67,000 and the 
most expensive topped $101,000.  The 
average sel l ing price was around 
$85,000.  

3LT option packages were the most 
popular trims with 298 cars.  The Z51 
option was selected 402 times.  

Arctic White was the most popular color 
but not by much.  107 buyers chose 
white while 102 buyers chose Torch 
Red.  Black finished third with 81 
takers.

To see what seats were popular and 
which seat belt colors were selected 
(yes you can choose your seat belt 
colors), got to: https://www.motor1.com/
news/397497/chevy-corvet te-bu i ld-
facts-details/ 

Cool Stuff and Rumors  

Revolution, The C8 Documentary

If you haven’t already heard, GM will be 
adding to the hype of the C8 by 
releasing both a video and a book that 
will document all of the efforts behind 
the production of the first mid-engine 
Corvette.  “Revolution” is the video and 
the book is titled, “Corvette Stingray, 
The Mid-Engine Revolution.” Both will 
tell all about the people involved, the 
designs, the attention to detail, the new 
materials, and the testing that went into 
the car’s development.  Many original 
documents, memos, and drawings will 
be included.  Hopefully they won’t leave 

out the internal politics that may have 
sped up or slowed down the process as 
well.  Mark Reuss, GM’s President 
wrote the forward for the book.

The video will be released in two parts 
on Chevrolet’s Media Page at https://
med ia .chevro le t . com/med ia /us /en /
chevrolet/next-gen-corvette.html.  Go 
there now to watch a short introductory 
teaser.  The book has a release date of 
May 19, 2020 and the video is expected 
to be out around that same date.  
Amazon is offering pre-sales of the 
hardback book now at $40.46.

C 8 Z 0 6 E n g i n e , F l a t P l a n e 
Crankshaft?

There is a lot of speculation as to the 
development o f the C8 Z06 and 
Chevrolet isn’t really saying much 
about it.  There have been several 
sightings of test mules in the snow of 
Michigan to the sunny freeways of 
SoCal.  Here is a video of a heavily 
camo’d Corvette that is presumed to be 
a Z06.  In the video you can hear the 
engine and the sound is like no other 
production Corvette.

The narrator describes the engine 
sound as would be heard from a special 
engine with a flat-plane crankshaft.  
Typically, flat-plane crankshafts are 
only found in racing engines and super 
exotic sports cars.  For example, the 
new Corvette Racing C8.R race car 
uses a 5.5 liter double overhead cam 
V8 with a flat-plane crankshaft.  To hear 
a comparison of the C7.R race car with 
a conventional crankshaft and the C8.R 
racer, go to:  h t tps: / / racer.com/
2020/01/22/corvette-c8-r-vs-c7-r-sound-
comparison/.  This is a really cool video 
and the sound difference is very real.

Check out the sound of this test 
Corvette and you will instantly notice 
the sound is very similar to the C8.R.  
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Hear it at:  https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=jBXwIfCAYiQ

If you want to know what the actual 
differences are between crankshaft 
designs and you have at least a basic 
w o r k i n g k n o w l e d g e o f i n t e r n a l 
combustion engines, you can learn all 
a b o u t t h e m a t :  h t t p s : / /
w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ?
v=rVG6TPNcaDY&t=56s.  I have 
watched a couple different videos on 
this subject and this one seems to be 
the easiest to understand.

NCM Insurance

For those of you who have already 
taken advantage of the great deals 
offered by the Museum’s insurance 
division, I would like to remind you to 
review your policy with the Insurance 
folks.  You might want to adjust the 
agreed upon values of your prized ride.  
This is especially true for owners of 
collectables.  Recent sales at some of 
the auctions had demonstrated a rise in 
the values of some models.  It is easy.  
Just give them a call at 1-877-678-7626 
o r e m a i l t h e m a t :  
info@ncminsurance.com.  

If you don’t already have insurance 
though the Museum, it is easy to get a 
quote.  (You don’t have to be a member 
to get insurance.)  Doing so saved 
Jeanne and I lots of money on our 
Corvette and we get the satisfaction of 
supporting the Museum.

In closing, the NCM acknowledged the 
passing of Club member Carlos Vivas 
in the Jan-Mar 2020 edition of their 
magaz ine, Amer ica ’s Spor ts Car.  
Car los and Sherry are Founding 
Members of the Museum and have 
a lways suppor ted the miss ion of 
preserving the history of Corvettes.  

The National Council of Corvette Clubs, 
Inc . a lso acknowledged Car los ’s 
passing in their Winter 2020 edition of 
Blue Bars, the official publication of 
NCCC.  Carlos and Sherry were active 
in the West Coast Chapter of NCCC as 
members of the Vette Sette.

I am sure that other groups of Corvette 
en thus ias t s have pos ted s im i l a r 
announcements to their members as 
Carlos and Sherry have been active 
participants in many organizations 
i n c l u d i n g t h e N a t i o n a l C o r v e t t e 
Restoration Society and Western States 
Corvette Council just to name a few.  
As a member of NCM and NCCC, I saw 
the notices and thought I would pass 
the information on as a reminder of 
Carlos’s contributions.

To learn more about the Museum, 
upcoming events, exhibits, and to plan 
your next visit, please contact me 
directly or visit the NCM website at 
www.corvettemuseum.org.

Carlos Vivas Tributes

In closing, the NCM acknowledged the 
passing of Club member Carlos Vivas 
in the Jan-Mar 2020 edition of their 
magaz ine, Amer ica ’s Spor ts Car.  
Car los and Sherry are Founding 
Members of the Museum and have 
a lways suppor ted the miss ion of 
preserving the history of Corvettes.  

The National Council of Corvette Clubs, 
Inc . a lso acknowledged Car los ’s 
passing in their Winter 2020 edition of 
Blue Bars, the official publication of 
NCCC.  Carlos and Sherry were active 
in the West Coast Chapter of NCCC as 
members of the Vette Sette.

L a s t l y, C a r l o s a n d S h e r r y w e r e 
founding members of the Southwest 
Corvettes Club (SWCC) located in 
Cerritos, CA.  Sherry just learned that a 
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memorial brick was purchased at the 
National Corvette Museum honoring 
Carlos and his participation in the 
SWCC.  Next time you visit the 
Museum be sure and check it out.  The 
brick is located in Section 77G of the 
walkways in front of the Museum.

I am sure that other groups of Corvette 
en thus ias t s have pos ted s im i l a r 
announcements to their members as 
Carlos and Sherry have been active 
participants in many organizations 
i n c l u d i n g t h e N a t i o n a l C o r v e t t e 
Restoration Society and Western States 
Corvette Council just to name a few.  
As a member of NCM and NCCC, I saw 
the notices and thought I would pass 
the information on as a reminder of 
Carlos’s contributions.

To learn more about the Museum, 
upcoming events, exhibits, and to plan 
your next visit, please contact me 
directly or visit the NCM website at 
www.corvettemuseum.org.

Respectfully submitted,

Don A l l en , SLO Ve t tes Na t iona l 
Corvette Museum Ambassador

I write this after February's Pismo Derelicts, 
Buellton, Solvang event has occured. Our 
club's February meeting was held on Friday 
Feb 21st.  SLO Vettes March meeting will 
be Friday March 13th (drive carefully , avoid 
black cats and don't walk under a ladder!) 
at Alfano Chevrolet in San Luis Obispo. 
Meet & Greet begins at 6PM and the gavel 
will fall at 6:15 PM.

March event:  A Saturday run to Parkfield 
and lunch at the cafe: This from Russ's 
email of January 31st:

March 21 (Saturday) - Run to Parkfield 
and lunch at the Parkfield Cafe. (https://
www.v6ranch.com/cafe ) We will probably 
gather at the Mission in San Miguel around 
10:30 AM and roll out around 10:50 AM.  It’s 
a beautiful 35-40 minute drive and early 
enough in the year to still provide us with 
some green hills and trees leafing out.   It 
will be an "order off the menu, individual 
check" affair.   As the date nears we will 
send an email with detailed instructions on 
where and what time to meet.   If you enjoy 
this run it could become an annual spring 
affair; it combines all of the things we love, 
back country roads, beautiful scenery, and 
good food.

April will bring the Club back to the Vintage 
Cowboy Winery on Saturday, April 25th.  
Russ Surber, who is organizing the run, will 
have an email our early in April confirming 
where we’ll meet and when.

Finally, don’t forget about wildflowers. If Ma 
Nature sticks to the program and we have 
sufficient rain, we can at an email's notice 

!11

http://www.corvettemuseum.org
https://www.v6ranch.com/cafe
https://www.v6ranch.com/cafe


head for Shell Creek and its wonderful 
fields of wildflowers.  This will be a “during 
the week” event to avoid the heavy traffic 
wildflower blooms produce on weekends.  
And, remember: "Spring  is nature's way of 
saying let's party." ...or, go for a drive in our 
favorite automobiles.

Joe Berkman, SLOvettes
pinesandoaks@gmail.com

I want to begin by thanking Jon Dallons 
for his generous, gracious help, 
patience, and humor in answering the 
many questions I placed before him in 
preparing the February newsletter.  I 
didn’t thank him publicly in that 
inaugural issue under my editorship 
because if it turned out to be an 
unmitigated disaster, I didn’t want him 
to be tarred by the brush that was 
meant for me.  Having got that first 
issue out of the way, I feel Jon is now 
relat ively safe from being held 
respons ib le fo r any m is takes , 
omissions, or commissions I may make 
in this and future issues.  So, Jon, I 
owe you a drink on payday! 

It was a good month for SLO Vettes.  
The Derelicts & Friends Run VP Doug 
Wil l iamson organized was well-
attended and from all reports a great 
time was had by everyone.  Life-SLO 
Vettes Member Dan Miroballi joined the 
group at the Figueroa Mountain 
Brewery for lunch, which gave Dan the 
honor of being both the oldest (94 
years) person present and the one who 
came the furthest to participate.  Way 
to go, Dan!   The Club may want to 

make the Derelicts & Friends Run an 
annual February event.

Contest Results!  Well, I was pleased 
by the number of people who replied 
and impressed by their knowledge of 
the Chevrolet brand.  The winner, who 
was also the first to reply and gave the 
most thorough response, said it was 
“obviously a 1957/59 Z04 "Dallons" 
Chevrolet. It is heavily optioned with 
the 1957 Bel Air front clip and the 1959 
Impala Twin Tail Fins. Paint is one of 
the last done by the late George Barris, 
creator of the Batmobile and many 
other customs.”  So, John Everett is 
the undisputed winner of the contest.  
For his knowledge and promptness, 
John wins a framed color photo of the 
Team Corvette’s #3 car on the track at 
Daytona.  Well done, John!

N e w C o n t e s t : O n e o f t h e 
characteristics of Corvette ownership is 
saving the car for special occasions.  
As much fun as it is to drive, we want 
to drive it when we can take it on the 
open (and hopefully curvy) road and let 
it be all it can be.  That means that, 
generally speaking, Corvettes are 
relatively low mile machines.  So, the 
March question is, how many miles did 
you put on your Vette last year (2019)?  
You don’t have to be accurate to the 
mile but you should have a pretty good 
idea.  Personally, we note the date, 
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miles, and mpg in a book every time 
we fill up, so I can report with some 
degree of accuracy that in 2019 the 
Gray Lady covered 4,633 miles.  As 
was the case last time, promptness is 
key  in this contest.  Email me the 
number of miles you put on your car in 
2019 and the prize will go to the owner 
with the fewest miles.  And, for the 
record, President Jon’s immaculate ’56 
doesn’t get to play in this contest.  If 
two or more cars tie, the first to arrive 
in my mailbox wins.  Okay, have fun!

You may have noticed that the 
Newsletter’s first page has taken on a 
new appearance.  That’s mostly 
because I thought it might be fun to 
give the Newsletter my own touch.  
The name on the banner, “On the SLO 
Vettes Road” is hardly something that 
will be remembered by generations of 
Corvette owners, and so I would like to 
invite you first, to let me know if you 
think the new front page is a good idea 
and, second, propose a permanent 
name.  In this case, I’ll submit the 
n a m e s t o t h e B o a r d f o r i t s 
consideration and let their wisdom and 
good taste be the final arbiter.  

Finally, just a reminder that when you 
are at a Club event and take some 
pictures, pleas pass them on to our 
Webmaster (and President) for the 
SLO Vettes website.  

Otherwise, keep safe, have fun, and 
remember “the wave!”

Russ
rdsurber@charter.net
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