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The “Big News” this month wasn’t the new C8 or the 
Parkfield Cafe Run, it was the arrival of the Coronavirus.  
As far as we know, no one in the Club has been infected, 
and with warm weather ahead the hope is that by the end 
of April the worst of this scare will be behind us.  The 
Parkfield Run was postponed until later in the year and 
we’ll see if it will be possible to do April’s Vintage Cowboy 
Run.  Our President and Treasurer spent early March 
cruising French Polynesia.  Check out the inscription on 
Jon’s T-shirt.  Is that pride of brand or what?  And Charles 
& Gabrielle Shearon cruised the Antarctic.  All have stories!



Greetings from your president who is still trying 
to get back on this time zone.  Just returned 
from Tahiti and even three hours can screw up 
my internal clock.   

I would like to thank our VP, Doug Williamson 
who picked up the ball in my absence and ran 
the March13th meeting.  Also, the Surbers filled 
in for Jan.

So, since were home under self quarantine, let 
me fill you all in on our recent travels.   

Jan and I flew into 
Papeete, Tahit i the 
morning of March 7th, 
my birthday and spent 
t h e d a y a t t h e 
Intercontinental Resort; 
picking up a sunburn in 
the process.  Boarded 
the M/s Paul Gauguin late afternoon and got 
settled in to our cabin.  

The next few days were riddled by itinerary and 
policy changes due to the Covid-19 Virus.   
Finally, on day five, heading for Bora Bora, I 
woke up and noticed that we were heading the 
wrong direction. Apparently, the French 
Government ordered all cruise ships in French 

Polynesia to return to 
Papeete.   We spent 
the next six days 
docked in the port of 
Papeete.   We rented 
a car and checked 
out the islands of 
Tahiti and Moorea.  

I can’t say enough for the M/s Paul Gauguin.  
They continued to feed and entertain us until 
the departure date, March 18th.  They also 
offered us a 125% credit that can be applied to 
a future cruise.  Needless to say, we are going 
back to French Polynesia.  

Fastest drive through LA on the 405.   

On a final note, there will not be an April 
meeting and the April event is in limbo. 

Make the most of your stay at your home 
quarantines and be safe.

Respectfully submitted. 

Jon Dallons
President, SLO Vettes 


Happy April Fools, I’m still waiting for my 
Stimulus Check (LOL). Well with the Covid-19 
we are under house arrest over here in south 
county along with everyone else. Denise and I 
are both doing our best to keep our businesses 
running from our home. Social distancing is the 
word but many people in my neighborhood are 
still trying to interpret the definition of Social 
Distancing. I have seen more people out on 
walks and socializing on the street corners than 
ever before. Remember 6 feet is the word, I am 
doing my best to adhere. We are also taking 
advantage of the Senior shopping hour at our 
local markets, at 6:30 AM the stores crowds are 
light and everything seems to flow quite well in 
our neck of the woods. If your out and about 
make sure you take all precautionary measures 
to insure your good health. On the recruiting 
side, recruiting efforts are a little slim at this 
time, once life gets back to normal, recruiting 
focus will return to normal as well. Currently our 
club has 26 memberships with a total of 47 
active members. I am still contacting 6 
members that have not renewed their 
memberships giving them the final chance to 
renew before I remove them from the Club 
roster. Have a safe and healthy April. 

Doug Williamson
Vice-President & Membership
williamsondoug53@gmail.com
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SLO Vettes March 2020 Meeting
Location: Alfano Chevrolet
Date: March 13, 2020

Call to Order: 6:22pm

Welcome everyone!

Jon & Jan Dallons were both out of town 
enjoying a vacation together. Doug Williamson, 
VP, presided as the President and Vice 
President for this meeting. Alfano continues to 
“WOW” us with refreshments and wonderful 
hospitality at each meeting. Denise Surber 
stood in for Jan Dallons, Treasurer.  

Board Attendees:  Doug Williamson, VP
      Lisa Klockenteger, Secretary
      Joe Berkman, Events
      Denise Surber, (Standing in

                             for Jan Dallons)

Absent:        Jon Dallons, President
       Jan Dallons, Treasurer

Committee Chair Attendees:    
Russ Surber, Newsletter

 
Don Allen, Corvette Museum Liaison

 
Don Allen, (Standing in for Jeanne Allen)

Absent:  
Jon Dallons, Website

 
Jeannie Allen, Sunshine

 
Jan Dallons, Merchandize

Total Club Attendees: 9

Membership: Doug Williams

26 paid memberships as of this day.  Looking 
forward to some potential new members from 
our recent Club Run to Solvang.

Secretary: Lisa Klockenteger

A motion to accept the Minutes as published in 
the February newsletter was made by Russ 
Surber and seconded by Joe Berkman.  The 
Motion was carried unanimously.

Treasurer Report: Denise Surber, standing 
in for Jan Dallons.

A Motion to accept the Treasurer Report was 
made by Russ Surber and seconded by Lisa 
Klockenteger.  The Motion was carried 
unanimously.

Events: Joe Berkman

Due to the current events with the Corona Virus 
outbreak, please do not hesitate to let us know 
if you have any concerns about our future Club 
Runs.  We are looking forward to our next Club 
Run to Vintage Cowboy on April 25th.

Corvette Museum: Don Allen, Liaison

Insurance through the National Corvette 
Museum continues to be a great buy. Give them 
a call to check out the great prices they have on 
insuring your car.

Newsletter: Russ Surber

Please turn in all articles and reports to Russ as 
quickly as you can.  He likes to receive them 
about 7 days before the end of the month.  And 
if you haven’t noticed, he is doing a great job as 
our new Newsletter Editor! 

Sunshine: Don Allen, standing in for Jeanne 
Allen

Happy Birthday!   … to all on our list this month!

Merchandize: Jan Dallons

Jan absent.  Nothing to report at this time.
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Old Business

None

New Business 

If anyone has any great photos they have taken 
of Corvettes that would look good on a greeting 
card, please contact Lisa Klockenteger. She is 
having cards made for the club with a Corvette 
theme.

50/50 Drawing!! $31
Lucky Winner was Russ Surber!! $16
Meeting Adjourned: 7:20pm

Submitted by your Secretary
Lisa Klockenteger
lisaklockenteger@gmail.com 

Howdy Slovettes:
Gov. Newsom has ordered all residents to stay 
home with some exceptions until further notice. 
With this in mind we can make the overall 
statement that all our meetings and events for 
the immediate future will be cancelled   and be 
rescheduled for later in the year.
Our March meeting was held on Friday the 
13th. Attendance was down from our usual 
numbers. Those who attended took care of the 
usual business of the club. See meeting details 
elsewhere in the newsletter.
The event for March, the Parkfield run has been 
cancelled for now. I imagine we will reschedule 
for later in the year.
April meeting is supposed to be on the 10th and 
I can  assume it will be cancelled.
Is anyone familiar with software that would 
allow the club to have a "virtual" meeting on-

line? Being able to have the club meeting   on-
line would be the thing to do during this crisis.
Our April event, the ever popular Vintage 
Cowboy run on the 25th, is still to be 
determined. Expect emails for the latest news 
on our events and meetings. I sure hope this 
virus will run its course by then but that may be 
an  overly optimistic view.
If we can look forward to May, which is just 
around the April corner, our Ragged Point run 
will be May 17th.  Another popular event which I 
hope will take place. Time will tell the tale.
Until we meet again please take care of 
yourselves and others you love. And of course 
get in your 'Vette and go for a ride. Nothing 
stopping that activity! Stay out of coffee shops, 
restaurants (if you find one open that is) and 
stay 6 feet away from other humans. 
Joe Berkman, Slovettes Events
pinesandoaks@gmail.com

Museum News
NCM Statement on COVID-19

Per executive order of Kentucky Governor 
Beshear, the National Corvette Museum is 
closed to the public effective at 5pm 
Wednesday, March 18. This closure does 
NOT affect the R8C Museum Delivery 
program for new Corvette owners picking up 
their cars. Additionally, the Corvette Cafe is 
available for carry-out and delivery (through 
Uber Eats)

Our top priority is the health and safety of 
our visitors, volunteers, staff, their families 
and our community. While there have been 
no known cases of COVID-19 at the 
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Museum or in our community, the decision is 
based on guidelines from the CDC and 
public health officials attempting to slow the 
spread of COVID-19.

We will continue to monitor guidance from 
local, state and national officials and will 
announce a reopen date once it is known.

Museum hosted events in March, April and 
early May have been rescheduled or 
postponed.

Museum administration will continue to work 
behind the scenes, offer ing customer 
service and managing the many on-going 
p r o g r a m s a n d p r o j e c t s , i n c l u d i n g 
renovations to the Performance & Racing 
Gallery, Design & Engineering Gallery and 
new Entombed Corvette display. 

Additionally, the Museum will be launching a 
new educational series, posting live videos 
each weekday at 10am CT geared towards 
k i ds and fam i l i es on ou r  Facebook 
page and YouTube.

T h e M i c h e l i n N C M B a s h h a s b e e n 
RESCHEDULED for May 28-30.  Al l 
registration information will be transferred to 
the new dates. Should you need to modify 
or cancel your registration, please log in to 
your account at corvettemuseum.org. New 
registrat ions and changes to exist ing 
registrations are available without penalty 
through May 7.  Changes to our Museum in 
Motion program have been communicated 
to those registered participants.

The Museum has suspended non-critical 
business travel for the next eight weeks. 
C a r s h o w s i n w h i c h t h e M u s e u m 
participates have been cancelled through 
April 16. Internally, Museum staff are 
practicing social distancing.

The well-being of our staff and visitors is a 
top priority. Upon returning to work from sick 
leave, staff will undergo a screening to 
ensure they are well. Full time employees 

are permitted to use sick time for personal 
leave while part time employees can take 
personal time off without penalty. Our 
volunteer program is currently on hiatus. 
Staff are practicing social distancing in 
meetings and as possible on the job.

Please consider supporting the Museum 
through the purchase of memberships, store 
merchandise, raffle tickets, commemorative 
bricks, admission tickets for future visits, or 
any of the many other fundraising programs 
offered at the Museum. 

The First C8 Museum Delivery

     

On March 10th the first R8C delivery 
happened, with a VIN #29 Torch Red 
C o r v e t t e C 8 h a n d e d o v e r t o i t s 
o w n e r s ,  N a t i o n a l C o r v e t t e M u s e u m 
Chairman of the Board, Glenn Johnson and 
his wife, Andrea. Of note, this is the sixth 
Corvette that Johnson has owned but their 
very first R8C delivery.

The Museum will deliver nearly 600, 2020 
model year Corvettes over the next several 
m o n t h s . T h i s y e a r m a r k s t h e 
25th  Anniversary of the Museum Delivery 
Program, with over 12,000 Corvettes having 
been delivered at the Museum since the 
program’s inception.
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Commemorative items that are incorporated 
into the Delivery Program include:

• the option to place a unique decal on 
the inside of the drivers’ door jamb to 
signify that the car was picked up at 
the Museum. 

• a n i n d i v i d u a l o n e - y e a r N C M 
membership, 

• special lapel pin and a recognition 
plaque, 

• a special license plate frame, and 
• an in ter io r namepla te wi th the 

customer’s name, date of delivery 
and VIN 

Exclusive NCM Delivery merchandise may 
be ordered by participants. Customers who 
a re b r i ng ing ch i l d ren a long f o r t he 
experience can notify the Museum to 
receive special perks through the Glazer 
Family Delivery Program.  Cost of the R8C 
Delivery Option is $998.

Selectable VIN Numbers

An option that has always been available to 
new Corvette buyers is the ability to choose 
your VIN# if the number has not already 
been used in the year’s sequence.  The 
option is not for everyone as the cost is 
$5000.  Besides, what might be the reason 
to spend that kind of money for a specific 
number?  Just so you could remember it?  
How about if you already own a Corvette 
and you want to match that VIN with your 
new ride?

    

That is exactly what Larry Smith did.  He 
already owns a 1953 Corvette with VIN # 
285 (out of 300 mind you!).  So now he has 
two Corvettes with matching VIN numbers.    
Since all 1953 Corvettes are white with red 
interiors, his new 2020 is finished the same.  

How did Larry Smith get a photo of his C8 
being built?  If you recall in my February 
article, I talked about the Corvette Owner’s 
Photo Album offered by the NCM.  Well, it 
has really taken off and its popularity has 
surpassed expecta t ions.  Add i t iona l 
photographers have been hired to meet the 
demand of new Corvette buyers wanting to 
capture each step of the build process.  
h t t p s : / / w w w . c o r v e t t e b l o g g e r . c o m /
2020/03/03/matched-set-2020-corvet te-
buyer-orders-no-285-to-match-the-vin-on-
his-1953-corvette/

Recent Donations

1983 DeAtley Racing Corvette
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Mike Moss loves vintage race cars.  Some 
he races and others he just collects.  “I 
bought a 1965 Corvette Roadster in the 
mid-2000s and started racing that,” shared 
Mike. “Close by me, there was a race shop 
that had a DeAtley Trans Am car in its 
stable, and I fell in love with it the minute I 
saw it.”

The DeAtley Trans Am car was one of four 
built, and three still exist. Businessman and 
Financier Neil DeAtley owned the cars as 
part of a factory backed professional racing 
team, competing in the SCCA Trans Am 
series. The DeAtley team had won first, 
second and third place in the 1983 series 
championship with Speedway Camaros 
when in 1984 GM asked them to switch to 
t he new Corve t te . “By the t ime a l l 
negotiations were finalized, they had only 
eight weeks to design, build and test the 
new Corvettes,” wrote Wayne Ellwood in an 
article for Vette Vues.

This was not only the first of the full tube 
frame Corvette race cars that now comprise 
the majority of racing Corvettes, but the car 
also marks the return of factory backed 
Corvette race cars after many years of 
absence. The bodies were modified at 
Corvette Creations in Portland, OR and 
believed to utilize original C4 race panels 
developed by GM for general use in both 
IMSA and Trans-Am. The panels offered 
more clearance with their widened out front 
and rear, and were manufactured as a 
special run by Diversified Fiberglass. With 
little development time, the team had some 
issues getting the new IRS-style suspension 
to work.

The DeAtley Trans Am Corvettes were 
driven by world-renowned race drivers 
including  the likes of David Hobbs (today, a 

motorsports commentator), Michael Andretti, 
Darrin Brassfield, James Insolo and Wily T. 
Ribbs. Eventually the cars were put up for 
sale and nearly 20 years later this example 
was purchased by Mike Moss to go vintage 
racing.

On its first race outing during Mike’s 
ownersh ip , a t Watk ins G len , i t was 
damaged. The next 4-5 years were spent 
restoring it on and off. Mike shared that the 
car looked so good, he didn’t want to see it 
get dinged up on the racetrack. “At this time 
in my life, I’m finding it very personally 
rewarding to ‘give back’ after having a 
successful career. Rather than sit in my 
race shop under a cover, it’s America’s 
Sports Car and truly a piece of Corvette 
history, especially in the mid-80s. America 
should have a chance to see it, so I donated 
it. I wanted to share it with the nation and 
Corvette enthusiasts around the country, 
and the only way to do that was through the 
National Corvette Museum.”

He also owns other vintage race cars 
inc lud ing a Lo la T-163 Can-Am car, 
previously driven by Peter Revsen. Mike 
also owns the Gordon Johncock 1966 
Gerhardt Indy car, and a 1969 Santa Ana 
Gurney Eagle Indy car driven Denis Hulme.

The car will be back on display at the 
Museum when the Performing and Racing 
Gallery will be reopened to the public. A 
formal grand opening ceremony is planned.

Corvet te Enthus ias t Donates 1977 
Studebaker Avanti II
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Corvette enthusiast Bernard “Mike” Hammer 
decided to do something special with one of 
his non-GM cars that nevertheless has a 
link to Corvettes.  Hammer donated his 
1977 Studebaker Avanti II, which just 
happens to have a Corvette engine and a 
fiberglass body made by the same company 
that makes Corvette bodies, to the National 
Corvette Museum.

The story about the Avanti and Mike is a bit 
lengthy and I am really unwilling to try and 
summarize it.  It is nonetheless very 
interesting and I encourage you to click on 
the link to read it.  The car is very unique 
and so is Mike’s story.  Check out the 
details at:  https://www.corvettemuseum.org/
a v a n t i - i i - d o n a t e d - c a r - w i t h - c o r v e t t e -
components/

Raffles

Below are the currently active raffles. For 
additional information and rules regarding 
National Corvette Museum raffles including 
how to order tickets and to view the number 
of tickets remaining available in real time, 
go to https://raffle.corvettemuseum.org/
index.cfm.

SOLD OUT 
2020 Arctic White Corvette Coupe  
Price: $100.00 Tickets: 2000    
Drawing: March 26, 2020 2:00 PM  
 

2020 BYO Corvette or $60,000 Cash 
Option 4/24/2020  
Price: $250.00 Tickets: 1500   
Drawing: April 24, 2020 3:00 PM  

 

2020 Black Corvette Coupe 4/25/20  
Price: $20.00 Unlimited Raffle  
Drawing: April 25, 2020 3:00 PM  

!8

https://www.corvettemuseum.org/avanti-ii-donated-car-with-corvette-components/
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/avanti-ii-donated-car-with-corvette-components/
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/avanti-ii-donated-car-with-corvette-components/
https://raffle.corvettemuseum.org/index.cfm
https://raffle.corvettemuseum.org/index.cfm
https://raffle.corvettemuseum.org/index.cfm


2020 Torch Red Corvette Coupe 4/30/2020  
Price: $150.00 Tickets: 1500   
Drawing: April 30, 2020 2:00 PM  

Assembly Plant

The First Shipment of C8s 

On March 4, 2020 at about 8:30pm, 
transporters began leaving the Assembly 
Plant to deliver new C8s to waiting dealers 
to fill customer orders.  Of course Rick 
Hendrick’s $3 million VIN 0001 Corvette was 
a special delivery inside of Rick’s personal 
transporter.  To see a video at that delivery, 
go to:  https://www.corvetteblogger.com/
2020/03/05/v ideo- r ick-hendr icks-2020-
corvette-vin-001-arrives-at-city-chevrolet/

For those of us west of the Mississippi, our 
cars were placed on a train so they will take 
a little longer to arrive at their destinations.

How do we know about the exact time?  A 
YouTuber caught the convoy in the act 
through the roof top cameras located at the 
National Corvette Museum.  Check out the 

much ant ic ipated event at :  ht tps: / /
www.thedrive.com/news/32478/get-ready-
america-first-2020-chevrolet-corvette-c8-
shipment-has-left-the-building

If you are wondering how the delivery 
process works from beginning to end, go to:  
h t t p s : / / w w w . c o r v e t t e b l o g g e r . c o m /
2020/03/05/whats-next-now-that-the-2020-
co rve t tes -a re -sh ipp ing -he res - the -pd i -
process-explained/

How many C8 Corvettes were built before 
cars were released to fill orders?  Rumors 
suggest as many as 1600 cars were 
completed but not shipped.  I didn’t count 
the new cars that were lined up in the 
Assembly Plant parking lots but it sure looks 
like a lot.  Take a look at this photo of one 
parking area behind the plant with new C8s 
al l encased in their protect ive whi te 
wrappers.  For more views, go to https://
www.corvetteblogger.com/2020/03/01/pics-
the-2020-corvette-stingrays-occupy-nearly-
al l - the-parking-spaces-at- the-assembly-
plant/.

Corvette Headlines and Rumors

C8 Owner ’s Manual May Suggest a 
Hybrid Future

Photos from the C8 Owner’s Manual show a 
fuse block with clearly labeled terminals that 
are not currently utilized but instead point to 
a possible future use.  The terminals are 
similar to those used in existing cars with 
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hybrid technologies.  The “frunk” (front 
truck) could easily give way to a couple of 
electric motors to effectively make the C8 
an all wheel drive.  What a ride that would 
be.  The car already has record breaking 
acceleration.  Can you imagine what a 
couple of hundred instant extra horsepower 
might be like?  For more clues, go to:  
h t t p s : / / w w w . c o r v e t t e b l o g g e r . c o m /
2020/02/29/does-the-2020-corvette-owners-
manual-show-a-hybrid-c8-is-in-the-works/

Download Your Own C8 Owner’s Manual

Speaking of owner’s manuals, you can 
download your own PDF version at:  https://
w w w. c o r v e t t e b l o g g e r. c o m / d o c s / 2 0 2 0 -
chevrolet-corvette-owners-manual.pdf

Blackjack Project:  Corvette C8 Prototype 
Test Car

    

“Blackjack” was the code-name in 2014 for 
t h e o r i g i n a l m i d - e n g i n e p r o t o t y p e 
development car that eventually became the 
2020 C8 Corvette.  To hide their efforts, GM 
designers mated an Australian Holden VE 
body to a mid-engine chassis and covered 
the engine and transmission with a pick-up 
bed and bed-cover.  They used some C7 

p a r t s a n d a P o r s c h e d u a l - c l u t c h 
transmission.  The prototype was only 
moved and tested at night.  They even 
practiced using a car cover to conceal the 
car’s existence from the paparazzi.  Take a 
peek at some of the photos in these articles.

https:/ /www.carsguide.com.au/car-news/
how- the-ho lden-ute-he lped-create- the-
chevrolet-corvette-2020-75484

https://www.roadandtrack.com/new-cars/
future-cars/a28456562/c8-corvette-mule-
used-porsche-gearbox/

Installing a Front License Plate on a 2020 
Corvette

For most of us, especially C6 owners, 
mounting a front license plate on our 
Corvettes has always been a dreaded effort.  
Corvette Exterior Design Manager  Kirk 
B e n n i o n  a t t e n d e d t h e N C M ’ s 2 5 t h 
Anniversary Celebration and he showed 
how the design team solved the dilemma on 
the new C8. 

 
Check out the neat f ix at:  https:/ /
www.corve t teb logger.com/2020 /01 /08 /
exclusive-installing-a-front-license-plate-on-
the-2020-corvette/

NCM Insurance

American Modern Insurance, the company 
th rough wh ich the Museum marke ts 
insurance, is consolidating all of their family 
of insurance companies.  AM has separate 
companies in each of the states in which 
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https://www.roadandtrack.com/new-cars/future-cars/a28456562/c8-corvette-mule-used-porsche-gearbox/
https://www.corvetteblogger.com/tag/kirk-bennion/
https://www.corvetteblogger.com/tag/kirk-bennion/
https://www.corvetteblogger.com/2020/01/08/exclusive-installing-a-front-license-plate-on-the-2020-corvette/
https://www.corvetteblogger.com/2020/01/08/exclusive-installing-a-front-license-plate-on-the-2020-corvette/
https://www.corvetteblogger.com/2020/01/08/exclusive-installing-a-front-license-plate-on-the-2020-corvette/


they market insurance.  If you bought an AM 
policy before Nov 1, 2018 then you might 
receive something notifying you of the 
change.  Policies issued after that time start 
with the number 100.

Along with consolidation AM is resetting all 
their system databases.   Don’t be alarmed 
if you receive correspondence in the mail 
requesting information about you, your car, 
or your policy.  All the policies are being 
reviewed to ensure they are correct and the 
information is current. 

Take this opportunity to review your policy 
and make any necessary adjustments for 
coverage, mileage allowances, and agreed-
upon values.  You may even qualify for 
some extra discounts or allowances.  

Contact the Museum and talk with your 
insurance rep to make sure you get the 
most for your money.  Just give them a call 
at 1-877-678-7626 or emai l them at:  
info@ncminsurance.com.  

To learn more about the Museum, upcoming 
events, exhibits, and to plan your next visit, 
please contact me directly or visit the NCM 
website at www.corvettemuseum.org. 

Respectfully submitted,

Don Allen, SLO Vettes National Corvette 
Museum Ambassador
don.allen318@gmail.com

What’s in Your Garage?

    March Sunshine                  
Report 

          By 
           Jeanne Allen 

Rex Ott            4/5  
Mike Nemec  4/16

Rick & Shirley Heim      4/19
Mike & Joanne Nemec  4/26

They say that March comes in like a lion and 
goes out like a lamb, this year it arrived as a 
lamb and went out as Covid-19, and our lives 
are still reeling.  Most of us have been told to 
“shelter in place,” which is a genteel way of 
saying stay at home, and don’t mingle with 
others.  Public meetings have also been 
prohibited until April 17, when the Governor will 
decide if it is necessary to keep the Shelter in 
Place Edict in place or, perhaps, relax it or at 
least parts of it.  For SLO Vettes, this has meant 
cancelling the Parkfield Café Run on March 21 
and our next monthly meeting, April 10.  Our 
annual run to the Vintage Cowboy Winery is still 
scheduled, but if the Governor doesn’t lift the 
ban on wineries offering tastings it will have to 
be postponed as well.  These are, indeed, 
trying times and bring to mind the old Chinese 
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curse, “May you live in interesting times.”  We 
do, don’t we.

I saw a video recently about bleeding the 
brakes on a C8.  It seems it’s neither easy nor 
cheap.  The host In the video explains that GM 
instructs technicians to use the appropriate GM 
adapter to do a pressure-bleed on the brakes 
whenever necessary. I’m sure the folks at GM 
didn’t expect the car’s all-but-new brake fluid to 
be flushed so soon, but thanks to this video, we 
see why GM suggests doing it this way. 
Apparently, according to this video, there is 
another chamber filled with fluid besides the 
typical reservoir. By bleeding the brakes in the 
usual way of pumping the brake pedal, you can 
induce air into that additional chamber. The 
very thing you’re trying to eliminate by bleeding 
the brakes!

The video host explains, in the C8, you don’t 
have a mechanical link to the brake master 
cylinder. This means you won’t have the 
visceral feedback like you would have on a 
typical assembly. And, you guessed it, your 
brake pedal can now throw codes, and we’re 
not talking about the usual “low brake fluid” type 
stuff. Now, the brake pedal has a travel sensor 
to register the amount of brake pedal 
movement. This lets the car know when you 
start to get a “long pedal” situation. Typically a 
long pedal occurs due to low fluid or air in the 
line.

When that happens, the sensor tells all the 
electronic wizardry that something is amiss, and 
you get the world’s newest code, telling you 
electronically what you would have found out 
thanks to the pressure (or lack of) against the 
bottom of your New Balance sneaker. Also, 
there’s not just one, but TWO codes to cover 
this condition. Appropriately named “Fade 
Warning 1” and “Fade Warning 2”, each one 
has varying levels of a mushroom cloud 
attached to them.

According to the video, “Fade Warning 1” 
means you should stop, and fix the problem. In 
the video, the host explains it this way, “Do not 
pass go, do not collect $200.” Now, we’ve yet to 

learn all the snafus that could cause a “Fade 
Warning 1”, so the typical cure isn’t yet clear.

“Fade Warning 2” is an entirely different animal 
apparently. At this point, you’re starting to feel 
the heat from the blast. According to the video, 
if you get “Fade Warning 2”, it’s a lot of work 
and you need to go to the dealer. Of course, we 
don’t know all the causes of a “Fade Warning 2” 
yet, but it apparently includes a trip to the 
dealer and their computer that makes all things 
better. When you consider that trip is likely 
going to involve a roll-back, it’s easy to see how 
the second option can begin to get rather costly.

This comes on the tail of the news that to 
change some of the engine’s belts and hoses 
the engine needs to be dropped down.  
Teething problems, to be sure, but such is life 
with any first generation design, and despite 
these “revelations” I think it’s safe today that the 
engineers who designed the C8 did a 
remarkable job or creating a truly world-class 
automobile that remains within the range (even 
it that needs the adjective “high” in front of it) of 
average buyers.  

So, stay safe, take advantage of the 
sequestration and tackle some of those projects 
you’ve wanted to do but never quite got around 
to.  And, for the husbands in particular, if a 
project doesn’t come readily to mind, don’t 
worry, you wife has an almost unending supply 
of them she’d be delighted to share!  And with 
that politically incorrect observation, remember 
there will be no April meeting and that the final 
decision on the Vintage Cowboy Run will have 
to be held off until the Governor on April 17 
makes his decision on sequestration and 
whether tasting rooms can begin serving again. 
I will make an effort to let everyone know if the 
run is on as soon as the situation is clear.

Russ Surber
Editor, SLO Vettes News letter
rdsurber@charter.net
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VINTAGE COWBOY WINERY RUN
Saturday, April 25, 2020 
Under the shadow of Covid-19

While our plan is to make the Vintage 
Cowboy Winery Run in April, much 
depends on the decisions Governor 
Newsom will make in mid-month about his 
Sheltering in Place order and his decision 
that winery tasting rooms be closed.  If the 
sequestration order is lifted, and if winery 
tasting rooms are re-opened, it’s a go.  If 
either condition remains in effect, the event 
will be postponed until later this year.  We 
will let you know as soon as we possibly 
can.  As in past years, if we go, each car is 
expected to bring a heavy hot d’oeuvres 

t h a t c a n b e s h a r e d w i t h o t h e r s .  
Participants are also encouraged to 
purchase at least one bottle from the 
Vintage Cowboy’s excellent selection of 
wines as a “Thank You” for the warm 
welcome the Winery has given SLO Vettes 
over the years.

Where:  Meet at Santa Margarita Park & 
Ride

When: Saturday, April 25, at 1:00 PM
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Our intrepid travelers living the good life and 
thinking every moment about life back home under 
quarantine.  Oh, yah!


