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Brian Cyester, SLO Vettes member for almost thirty 
years, friend, and colleague, passed away April 9, 
2020 at Twin Cities Hospital in Templeton. Brian and 
his wife Becky joined SLO Vettes in 1992,  and over 
the years Brian held nearly every elected post in the 
Club. He and Becky are pictured here in Brian’s 
newest toy, a 1956 Corvette he planned to restore.  
Brian’s sense of humor, enthusiasm, and dedication 
to the Club will be greatly missed.  




Greetings from the President’s desk:


There is nothing more rewarding than when a 
plan comes together.   The April 10th virtual 
meeting conducted on Zoom was a huge 
success.  We had 26 members log in; most 
sport ing copious amounts of a lcohol 
throughout.  We started off the meeting sharing 
stories of our last three weeks under the social 
distancing practices.  I think Charles and 
Gabrielle had the best story trying to get home 
from a Southern Hemisphere cruise.   Anyway, 
there is a good chance that we will conduct the 
May meeting the same way so, if you didn’t 
check in last meeting, try to make the next one.  
I would like to thank Patti Gelbrich and Russ 
Surber for helping with the logistics.  


There are some changes regarding upcoming 
events.  Please check out Joe’s newsletter 
article and also the events section of the 
website.  


Finally, I received a phone call from Becky 
Cyester informing me that Brian had passed 
away the evening of Thursday, April 9th.  He 
had been battling a condition called Guillain-
Barre Syndrome.  It is a condition where the 
immune system mistakenly attacks the nerves.  
I’m sure the Cyester Family will keep us 
informed about any service, but right now we 
ask that you give them space to deal with 
Brian’s passing.   If you would like to send 
Becky something here is her mailing address.   
891 Lincoln Ave, Templeton, CA 93465.


Respectfully and trying to keep a 6’ berth from 
the refrigerator.


Jon Dallons, President

SLO Vettes


Hello SLO Vettes, Happy May!  


Well, like most of you we are still under the 
Shelter in Place order and getting a lot 
done around the house. I have even been 
able to tackle a project that I have put off 
for almost 5 years, that job was cleaning 
out my garage to make room for another 
car besides the Corvette. After several 
days and 2 trips to Goodwill, Mission 
accomplished leaving me with lot of sore 
muscles I forgot I had.  


T o r e w a r d 
o u r s e l v e s , 
Denise and I 
took a drive 
out to Shel l 
Creek Road to 
enjoy the "Wild 
Flowers” on a 
v e r y n i c e 
F r i d a y 
a f t e r n o o n . 
S u r p r i s i n g l y 
there were not 
t h a t m a n y 
people out there and everyone was 
keeping their distance. We had a great 
time along with the excellent drive in the 
Vette. 


As expected, 
we have not 
h a d a n y 
r e c r u i t i n g 
activity other 
than reaching 
out to a few 

members to 
verify if a renewal was in order. All but a 
few have committed to renew their 
membership for 2020. We all get busy and 
I can see how the renewal could slip one’s 
mind. I also want to say, we are happy to 
have all our great members in SLO 
VETTES and of course we are always 
ready to welcome new members. I will 
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May SLO Vettes Meeting 
The May meeting will likely be a “Virtual” 
meeting using Zoom.  I will let everyone 

know if it’s Alfano’s or Zoom in early May.



personally be looking forward to getting 
back to some kind of normalcy in the near 
future so we can get back in the habit of 
seeking out new members. It has been 
tough seeing Corvettes and their owners 
out and about and not being able to 
approach them to share about our 
wonderful club along with an invitation to 
join us.  


As of this date we have 29 Memberships 
Including 2 Lifetime memberships, this 
equates to 52 Individuals. I will be 
updating and sending out the club 
Rooster in early May. If any of your 
information has changed, like phone 
numbers, address or any other personal 
info listed on the rooster, please send me 
a text or quick email with your changes. I 
hope everyone stays healthy and I am 
looking forward to seeing everyone on the 
Zoom meeting on the 8th. 


Doug Williamson
Vice-President & Membership
williamsondoug53@gmail.com

SLO Vettes April 2020 Meeting via Zoom 
April 10, 2020

Location: Social Media: Zoom


Call to Order: 6:26pm 
Club Attendees: 26

All current Board and Chairs Present


President, Jon Dallons: 

Thank you to all for joining us on Zoom for this 
unprecedented Club meeting.

Jon then asked everyone to share their “ life 
experiences” so far with the Covid-19.

There were many unusual and unexpected 
twists and turns, but good to hear everyone

is doing well.


Membership: Doug Williamson, V.P. 

No changes at this time.  We have 26 
Memberships and 47 Active Members 


March Minutes by Secre ta ry : L i sa 
Klockenteger 

A Motion to accept the Minutes as published in 
the March newsletter was made by Russ 
Surber and seconded by Joe Berkman.  The 
Motion was carried unanimously.


Treasurer Report: Jan Dallons 

A Motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report by 
Lisa Klockenteger and seconded by Russ 
Surber.  The Motion was carried unanimously.


Events: Joe Berkman 

All Events are cancelled or on hold for right 
now due to the COVID-19 Shelter-In- Home. 
We are watching each week and will let the 
membership know of any changes as we get 
them.  If any questions please call Joe.


MYSTERY RUN………….ALL WE KNOW 
IS….It’s at a Resort.  We meet in Cambria. 
Deposit $250 by August 14, 2020 and it is 
going to be FANTASTIC. More tidbits to follow!


Newsletter:  Russ Surber 

Russ thanked al l of the Newsletter ’s 
contributors for getting their material in on time 
and in a ready to publish form.  He asked for all 
submissions to the May Newsletter be in his 
hands by Saturday, April 25.


!3

mailto:williamsondoug53@gmail.com


Website: Jon Dallons 

Be sure to check out the website monthly for 
up to date information.

 
Corvette Museum Report: Don Allen 

There is a new Corvette Video which will be of 
great interest.  He will be passing on the 
information in this newsletter. As usual, Don 
had a lot of great info and please be sure to 
read his article in this month’s newsletter.


Sunshine Report: Jeanne Allen 
Happy Birthday and Anniversary to all those 
celebrating this month.  Look for Jeanne’s 
report in the May newsletter.


Merchandize: Jan Dallons 

Call Jan for any special orders you may have.  


Old Business:  

Lisa has put together some greeting cards for 
the club.  They are printed and ready to be 
looked at when we have a meeting where we 
can all meet face to face.  Not sure when that 
will be. Let’s hope soon!


New Business:  


Russ Surber gave us the sad news that Brian 
Cyester, with his wife Becky the longest serving 
active members of the club, passed away in 
early April.  At one time or another, Brian 
served in every position on the Board and was 
always ready to lend a hand when a hand was 
needed.  He and his rare sense of humor will 
be dearly missed by our club. There will be 
more information when it becomes available.  
For the present, Becky asks that the family’s 
privacy be respected as they deal with their 
terrible loss.


No 50/50 this time. 

Next Monthly Meeting: May 8, 2020 
Location:  TBA 
Time:  TBA 
Note: Due to the extraordinary circumstances 
at this time, we will have to keep you posted as 

to when and where our next meeting will take 
place. 


Meeting adjourned at 7:22 pm

Submitted by your Secretary

Lisa Klockenteger

lisaklockenteger@gmail.com


Howdy, SLO Vettes!

Today (Saturday 4/25) Claudia and I had a 
great drive to Cambria and San Simeon. 
Our red rocket (the red Grand Sport) felt 
great. I'd forgotten just how wonderful a 
feeling it is to get in that car and just drive. 
Actually saw a few 'Vettes on the road to 
wave at, it was that nice a day. For us it 
was an event though not a SLO Vettes 
event. So - just decide to take your car out 
and pick someplace and go. True, we did 
not   stop for anything to eat or drink but 
that did not make a difference to our 
enjoying the day.

Due to events beyond our control the April 
Vintage Cowboy event is postponed. Look 
for that popular event this summer. 

May 17 is the scheduled Ragged Point 
run. As of the third week of April the 
restaurant is only open for take out. I'll call 
the manager of the inn on May 1st and ask 
about their plans to open the facilities. So 
stay tuned for information on this event. 
I'm keeping my fingers crossed looking 
forward to seeing everyone - even if it’s 
from 6 feet away wearing a mask.  

June 4,5,6 The Monterey Peninsula 
Corvette club has cancelled its cruise. 
According to their website they are 
attempting to reschedule the event. Check 
their website for information.
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July 4th!  The Cayucos Parade has been 
cancelled.  I’m trying to find out what the 
situation is for the Templeton Parade and 
will let you know as soon as I have some 
information.. It is the red, white and blue, 
the fireworks, the BBQ at the Dallons.  
Let’s hope at least the Templeton Parade 
will take place.  An email will let everyone 
know our plans.

August of course is the   Atascadero El 
Camino Real cruise night and BBQ. We 
will see what happens.

And September - the Great Mystery Tour! 
Where to? ... well it is a mystery. Please if 
you want to take part in this tour contact 
Jan or Jon Dallons as soon as possible. 
Cabins are limited and only a couple 
remain. If you have not taken part in this 
event I would recommend treating 
yourselves -it is really a great experience. 
That wraps up our calendar as it stands 
right now. Stand by for news of coming 
events as they are rescheduled for later in 
the year. 

Joe Berkman, Slovettes Events
pinesandoaks@gmail.com

Museum News
U p d a t e d N C M S t a t e m e n t o n 
COVID-19 

The  museum  remains closed to the 
public. In compliance with the local 
h e a l t h d e p a r t m e n t , t h e d e l i v e r y 
program is still allowed with regard to 
COVID-19. The interaction is minimal 
and social distancing is practiced at all 
times. Additionally, approximately 30% 
of the cars are being picked up by 
transport.  The goal is to ensure 
customers receive the car that they 
have paid for in a safe and timely 
manner. Our goals at this time continue 
to be the health and safety of our 
customers and staff, and to continue 
providing a pay check to our staff.


All events and activities at the NCM 
M o t o r s p o r t s P a r k h a v e b e e n 
suspended until May 2, 2020. 

 

We will continue to proactively monitor 
this timeline on a weekly basis, and 
updates will be provided as the state 
guidelines regarding COVID-19 are 
revised.

 

Staying Connected 

Informational Videos 

Now that staying at home and social 
distancing when out is the new norm, 
the Museum is offering some options 
for you to stay connected with all 
things Corvette.   The National 
Corvette Museum has begun a free 
video series, offering educational and 
fun content for all ages. 


“Many museums across the country are 
offering free virtual content to stay 
engaged with their audience while 
attracting from new fans,” said Dr. 
Sean Preston, President and CEO of 
the National Corvette Museum. “As a 
nonprofit foundation, our mission is to 
educate the public. We developed 
these videos to not only provide 
educat ional content, but also be 
entertaining and engaging.”
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“Vettecademy” offers topics related to 
Corvette, the Museum and other 
automotive areas with a new video 
d e b u t i n g e a c h w e e k d a y o n t h e 
M u s e u m ’s F a c e b o o k p a g e a n d 
YouTube.

While the series is geared towards 
school-aged ch i ldren, adu l ts are 
encouraged to tune-in, too. I have 
watched several episodes myself and 
discovered something new in each one.  
Thus far, topics for the episodes have 
included Corvette Generations, the 
Museum’s Sinkhole and various pieces 
of Corvette history including but not 
limited to early designs, concept cars, 
and profiles of the design teams.  The 
videos play live Monday through Friday 
at 10am CT, and past episodes are 
available on both platforms, as well as 
embedded on the Museum’s website.


“Fully Vetted” is a second video series 
d e s i g n e d p r i m a r i l y f o r C o r v e t t e 
enthusiasts wanting even more deep 
dives into the history of America’s 
iconic sports car.   Debuting on 
Tuesday, March 24 around 4pm CT, the 
videos will feature Museum Director of 
Collections / Curator Derek E. Moore 
a n d M u s e u m H i s t o r i c a l M e d i a 
Coordinator Bob Bubnis who wil l 
‘decode Corvette history.’

“Our Fully Vetted series is designed to 
p rov ide a d ig i ta l touch-po in t to 
Corvette fans worldwide while also 
offering educational and entertaining 
content for those wanting to soak up 
as much Corvette information as 
possible,” shared Sean. “Derek and 
Bob will share in-depth stories, the lore 

behind the brand, and a behind the 
scenes view of America’s Sports Car.”


Fully Vetted was originally planned to 
be a fee-based series, but has since 
been deemed as free content. “We 
decided to give the content away as a 
‘ t h a n k y o u ’ t o t h o s e w h o h a v e 
supported the Museum, but definitely 
welcome tax-deductible donations to 
help us continue providing educational 
content through these challenging 
times,” added Sean.


Currently, Fully Vetted will have new 
episodes on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
around 4pm CT.   Museum members 
can log into their account to view the 
videos, and non-members can sign up 
for a free account on the Museum’s 
website to view the content.


Check out both series at  https://
www.corvettemuseum.org/museum-
debuts-free-educational-video-series/


NCM Online Car Show 

With spring car shows, races, and 
other automotive events having been 
cancelled or rescheduled, the National 
Corvette Museum pul led together 
resources to offer the next best thing – 
an online car show.


For just $10 per entry, Corvette owners 
could upload and submit their cars in a 
number of categories in hopes of being 
selected and recognized by one of the 
VIP judges.  The final judging was 
completed on Apri l 23 when the 
winners were announced.


Participation in the show exceeded the 
expectations of the Museum, with over 
1,000 entries being submitted.  Thirty 
six awards were granted.  To view all of 
the entries in each category and the 
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final winners, and best of all, watch the 
video that tells about each winner and 
the judge who made the choice, go to:  
h t tps : / /www.corve t temuseum.org /
onlinecarshow/


Motor Sports Park Connection 

Since you can’t come to the track now, 
the track is coming to you on their 
Facebook page on Wednesdays and 
their Instagram account on Fridays.  
Both begin at 1:00 PM and feature live 
discussions, interviews, and Q&A with 
the track management team as well as 
professional driving instructors and 
race car drivers.


NCM Store 

Hurry, Hurry.  The store is offering free 
shipping on orders totaling over $30 
through May 3, 2020. (Economy UPS 
Shurepost)  They have lots of new 
arrivals as well as great clearance 
buys.  Check them out at:  https://
www.orvettestore.com


Raffles 

Below are the currently active raffles. 
For additional information and rules 
regarding National Corvette Museum 
raffles including how to order tickets 
and to view the number of tickets 
remaining available in real time, go to 
https://raffle.corvettemuseum.org. 


2020 BYO Corvette or $60,000 Cash 
Option 4/24/2020  
Price: $250.00 Tickets: 1500   
Drawing: April 24, 2020 3:00 PM  

2020 Black Corvette Coupe 4/25/20  
Price: $20.00 Unlimited Raffle  
Drawing: April 25, 2020 3:00 PM  

2020 Torch Red Corvette Coupe 
4/30/2020  
Price: $150.00 Tickets: 1500   
Drawing: April 30, 2020 2:00 PM 
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2020 Elkhart Lake Blue Corvette 
Coupe 5/29/2020  
Price: $100.00 Tickets: 2000   
Drawing: May 29, 2020 2:30 PM  

Assembly Plant 

The Assembly Plant was shut down 
due to the COVID-19 virus on March 
20, 2020 after producing 2695 mid-
engine Corvette coupes.  If you weren’t 
lucky enough to be included in this first 
wave, you are probably sitting at home 
waiting to hear when your car will be 
built.  In the meantime staff are deep 
cleaning the entire plant.


Countless orders for the first-year car 
are being delayed indefinitely.  Now the 
questions begin.  Will all the orders be 
filled or will those remaining customers 
get 2021 models?  Will the convertible, 
Z06, and ZR1 versions be pushed out 
another year or two?  And how about 
t h e r i g h t - h a n d s t e e r i n g m o d e l s 
destined for Australia, Japan, and 
England?  


Kai Spande, the Plant Manager, says it 
could be a while before anything 
happens.  Once the local health agency 
allows operations to begin, he expects 
staff will require some refresher training 
before start up and that production 
capacity will be reduced.  Shifts will be 
staggered and work areas will need to 
be thoroughly cleaned more frequently.


The Detroit News reported that General 
Motors has directed suppliers to halt 
work until next year on several mid-
cycle updates that were in the process 
for its trucks, SUVs and other vehicles 

which include the new mid-engine 
Corvette.


Here is the key portion of the report.


“GM is urging its suppliers to stop 
w o r k o n t o o l i n g a n d p a r t s 
manufacturing ahead of the planned 
mid-cycle refresh of the light-duty 
Chevrolet Silverado, its top-selling 
vehic le , and GMC Sier ra t rucks, 
according to the note to suppliers 
which was confirmed by GM. The 
direction also affects the GMC Terrain 
SUV as well as Chevrolet Equinox and 
Traverse SUVs, Bolt electric car and 
Camaro sports car. A future variant of 
the Chevrolet Corvette that was not 
slotted for 2020 also will be delayed.”


Now the question is does this pertain 
to the Z06, ZR1, or the hybrid models 
of the C8?  The Corvette Blogger 
thinks it references the hybrid.  The 
plot thickens.  Check out the articles.


ht tps : / /www.corve t teb logger.com/
2020/03/31/gm-delays-future-variant-
o f - the-chev ro le t -co rve t te -due- to-
coronavirus-pandemic/


https://carbuzz.com/news/corvette-
conve r t i b l e -m igh t - sk ip - the -2020-
model-year


https://www.bgdailynews.com/news/
reopening-date-unknown-for-corvette-
p lant/ar t ic le_1c2912e1-c8f5-5b47-
aaec-11d410eb5ff3.html


R8C Museum Deliveries 
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J e r e m y W e l d o n i s a f r e q u e n t 
contributor to the Corvette Blogger, a 
website that I frequently cite in my 
q u e s t f o r t h e m o s t u p t o d a t e 
information on Corvettes.  He took 
delivery of his new C8 at the Museum 
in March.


Jeremy also purchased the photo 
album offered by the Museum that 
documents the car’s build and the 
delivery experience.  He shares the 
contents of the book, page by page in 
this cool video.  Watch it at:  https://
www.corvetteblogger.com/2020/04/08/
video-2020-corvette-owner-shares-his-
ncm-photo-album/


Now if you would like to watch the 
entire Museum Delivery process and 
hear what Austin, the car owner is 
actually told before actually driving off 
in the car, this video is for you.  I did 
have to set aside my jealous thoughts 
about the person getting the car but 
the rest is interesting.  The story starts 
out when this nineteen (yes, that’s 
right…..he is only nineteen) year old 
enthusiast climbs on the plane for 
Nashville and drives to Bowling Green 
to pick up his car.  While he is certainly 
young and demonstrates that when 
asking some of the questions, it is still 
a very cool video.  


I recognized several places he ventures 
through during the trip which kept my 
attention but then it got real when the 
staff member explains all the car’s 
features including how to drive it.  Be 
patient and just enjoy watching the 
process.  The kid is known as “Speed 
Phenom” and supposedly is one of 
those YouTube millionaires and has a 
whole stable of high dollar machines.  
He does get pretty excited in the video.  
Check it out at:  


h t tps : / /www.you tube .com/watch?
v=ZAykCY5Nxog 


Wisconsin Man has 1700 Model 
Corvettes 

Here is an interest ing col lect ion.  
Normally we talk about collectors of 
actual Corvettes but here may be the 
largest collection of Corvette models 
anywhere.  Rich Gilbert has been 
collecting for 40 years and has them 
showcased in his man cave.  While he 
says he only has about half of all the 
Corvette models ever made, this is still 
a very impressive collection.  Rich says 
that when he is done collecting he 
plans to donate all the models to the 
National Corvette Museum for others to 
enjoy.  Check out the photos and some 
of the models he is currently chasing 
at:  https://www.corvetteblogger.com/
2020/03/26/wisconsin-man-shows-off-
huge-collection-of-corvette-models/


Discovery Channel, New Series:  
Driven 

A n e w s e r i e s g e a r e d t o w a r d s 
petrolheads will debut on the Discovery 
Channel.  On Monday, March 30 
DRIVEN is slated to air, featuring 
Galpin Auto Sports’ President Beau 
Boeckmann, custom car builder Dave 
Shuten and customization specialist 
“Mad Mike” Martin (best known for his 
appearance on MTV’s “Pimp My Ride”). 
The ser ies w i l l focus on sav ing 
automotive history and rescuing “car 
culture from oblivion.” The trio will 
uncover historic and one-of-a-kind cars 
to rebuild and reintroduce back into the 
automotive history books.
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The first show was the restoration of a 
’32 Ford roadster pickup for the Grand 
National Roadster Show.  The second 
show documented the restoration of 
Carrol Shelby’s secret project.  Shelby 
teamed up with Lee Iacocca to hot rod 
a Pantera.


The National Corvette Museum will be 
featured on the Wishbone episode, set 
to air on May 11 at 8pm CT (check 
local listings).


To learn more about the Museum, 
upcoming events, exhibits, and to plan 
your next visit, please contact me 
directly or visit the NCM website at 
www.corvettemuseum.org.


Respectfully submitted,	 


Don Allen, SLO Vettes National 
Corvette Museum Ambassador 
don.allen318@gmail.com


Does this feel like Day 497,307,168,613,004 of 
the Lockdown to anyone else?  My iPad tells 
me that I’m spending more time with it than I 
am with Denise, and our two dogs are 
beginning to wonder just how many times a 
day they’re supposed to go for walks.  Manny 
is pretty sure there’s a union rule about 
exceeding five a day.  Dumb dog!


It’s also been a month tinged with sadness 
because SLO Vettes lost one of its most 
dedicated, hard working members, Brian 
Cyester.  When I became the Club’s secretary 
some years ago, I could always rely on Brian to 
talk me through some of the more arcane 
aspects of the job.  And when I became VP, 
Brian held my hand as I took on the 
Membership job and began the task of 
publishing Club, Telephone, and Email rosters.  
He had a sense of humor and an infectious 
laugh that made you want to join in to whatever 
it was he was he was doing.  The last time I 
saw him was at the Park & Ride in Santa 
Margarita as we got ready to drive to Sherry 
Vivas’s home for Carlos’s Memorial Service.  
Brian had his newest toy, his Canary Yellow ’56 
Corvette that he was taking out in pubic for the 
first time.  As we fired up our engines and 
headed out onto Hwy 101, to Brian’s great 
embarrassment, the Yellow Canary wouldn’t 
start, no matter what was done to it!  Brian sent 
us on, saying he’d catch up, and catch up he 
did, but not in the Yellow Canary.  There will be 
a memorial service for Brian at some time in 
the future when the craziness of the past 
several months has diminished and our lives 
move back to a more familiar path.  I hope as 
many of you as possible can attend, in your 
cars, because I think Brian would like that.


Both Joe Berkman and Doug Williamson 
mention in their columns how frustrating it is to 
see other Corvettes and not be able to talk with 
the owners.  The wave is fine, but the way we 
recruit is through personal contact, and that 
without mask and gloves.  When things return 
to at least a semblance of normal I hope you 
will all make a real effort to help Doug root out 
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and recruit new members.  My guess is after 
several months of isolation most people will be 
looking (and perhaps even longing) for some 
social contact, and I think SLO Vettes is an 
excellent source  of friendship and adventure, 
all for a measly $60 a year.


The two runs I had scheduled for March and 
April, the Parkfield Cafe Run and the Vintage 
Cowboy Run, are still possibilities once the 
Governor lifts the restrictions on restaurants 
and wine tasting rooms.  My guess is that by 
late summer we will be able to put at least one 
o f t h e m t o g e t h e r f o r a S a t u r d a y ’s 
entertainment.  I will keep you informed by 
email what the prospects are for both.


Other than that, stay healthy, stay happy, and 
remember your friends who are enduring these 
days of isolation alone.  A call or an email can 
do wonders to brighten their day and remind 
them that they haven’t been forgotten.


Russ Surber

Newsletter Editor

rdsurber@charter.net
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                   Shell Creek Wildflowers

You just knew that someone was going to do this, didn’t you?  A 4x4 C8 SUV!

mailto:rdsurber@charter.net
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The Wildflower of Shell Creek Road 

April, 2020


