
MISCELLANEOUS 
RAMBLINGS 

Auld Lang Syne: What  do  I  say  to  you? 
First and foremost, “Thank You!!” You have 
been kind, caring, enthusiastic, and infinitely 
patient with me over the past three years and I 
cannot  begin  to  tell  you  how  much  that 
support  has  meant  to  me.  We have laughed 
together,  cried  together,  dined  at  IHOP and 
drank wine together at Vintage Cowboy, and 
spent countless hours at the Santa Margarita 
Park & Ride waiting for the next run to begin. 
I  love  and appreciate  your  sense  of  humor, 
your  loyalty  to  the  Club,  and  if  I  may 
presume to say so, your friendship. 

As a parting gift I ask that you extend to Jon 
and  to  his  other  officers  the  same  courtesy 
and kindness you so freely gave to me. I will 
miss this job, but it  was time for me to go, 
and I couldn’t be happier that Jon will follow 
me. He is that rare combination of someone 
who has enthusiasm, energy, and a knack for 
getting things done that will,  I  believe, take 
the Club to a new level.  The King is  dead, 
Long live the King! 

2020 Board of Directors: At our November 
meeting  you  voted  in  a  strong  Board  of 
Directors. I will hand the reins of leadership 
to Jon Dallons, who has forgotten more about 
SLO Vettes than most of us will ever know. 
Jon will be backed up by Vice President Doug 
Williamson,  who  will  also  take  over 

Membership Chair chores. Doug has been an 
active  recruiter  for  the  Club  and  looks 
forward to continuing his campaign to bring 
in at least 7 new members in 2020. To support 
our  new  President  &  Vice  President,  and 
bravely having signed up for another term, is 
Jan  Dollans,  Treasurer,  Lisa  Klockenteger, 
Secretary, and Joe Berkman, Events. Each of 
these jobs involve duties that are vital to the 
Club  but,  because  of  their  nature,  often  go 
unnoticed. We owe a debt of gratitude to Jan, 
Lisa,  and  Joe,  both  for  taking  on  these 
responsibilities  and,  especially,  for  being 
willing  to  seve  the  Club  for  an  additional 
year.  When  next  you  see  any  of  our  2020 
Board  members,  may  I  suggest  that  you 
congratulate them on their election, and then 
thank them for their vital contribution to the 
Club. They deserve it. 

Toy  Run:  Saturday  morning  November  16 
was a big moment for SLO Vettes and I have 
never  been  prouder  of  this  Club  and  the 
remarkable  people  that  give  it  its  soul.  We 
had  18  cars  as  we drove  into  the  Highway 
Patrol Headquarters in San Luis Obispo, and 
the visual impact of those cars parked in front 
of  the  Childrens  Resource  Network  of  the 
Central  Coast’s  trailer,  two  of  them  with 
hoods piled high with toys and clothing, was 
truly awe-inspiring.  Well  Done SLO Vettes! 
And, well done Dan Miroballi for making the 
trek up from Thousand Oaks to join us! 

Also, a reminder that Lisa Ray, the CEO of 
the  Children’s  Resource  Network  for  the 
Central  Coast  and  the  person  on  whom we 
rely to distribute the toys we collect for needy 
children, always needs help in the Christmas 
distribution  effort.  She  will  be  distributing 
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toys  in  Oceano  on  the  Saturday  before 
Christmas (December 21) and in San Miguel 
on the Sunday before  Christmas (December 
22). She always needs help and if you want to 
give yourself a real Christmas present, may I 
suggest  that  you  give  Lisa  a  call  at 
805-709-8673 and find out how you can help 
and where you should go.  Driving down to 
the CHP Headquarters in early November is a 
terrific thing and I  think we all  drive home 
feeling as if we’d done something important. 
Well, from personal experience I can tell you 
the  feeling  of  having  done  something 
important  is  a  thousand times  greater  when 
you  have  seen  the  faces  of  the  children  as 
they take their gifts. It will take a couple of 
hours  of  your  time,  but  I  can’t  think  of  a 
better way to celebrate the season. 

Membership  Renewal:  First,  a  huge  thank 
you and congratulation to all of you who have 
already renewed your membership for 2020. 
The response has been terrific and believe me, 
it is very much appreciated. If you haven’t yet 
filled out the form and sent it and a check off 
to Treasurer Jan Dallons, please do so now. 
Not  later  this  afternoon  or  evening,  not 
tomorrow,  but  now,  as  soon as  you’ve read 
this. This is important and, as we used to say 
in the military,  this  isn’t  a  drill,  it’s  real.  If 
you  are  going  to  renew  your  membership, 
don’t wait until the last minute. And, again, to 
all of you who have filled out the form and 
sent in the check, thank you. 

Carlos  Vivas  Memorial  Service:  I  think 
everyone  who  went  to  Carlos’s  memorial 
service  was  impressed  by  the  number  of 
people who were there and the distance some 
came just  to  pay  their  respects.  As  always, 
Sherry  was  the  perfect  host  and  welcomed 
every  single  person  who arrived.  We had  a 
great turnout and arrived with ten cars, almost 
eleven,  but  Brian & Becky’s new (to them) 
C1 had a starter problem as we pulled out of 
the parking lot at Santa Margarita that didn’t 

get  resolved until  the  Run was on the  road 
and gone.  In true Cyester fashion,  however, 
Brian & Becky made it  home, swapped out 
their  ailing C1 for  a  healthy and happy C3 
and arrived shortly after the rest of us. Many 
kind  words  were  said  about  Carlos  and 
Sherry, but what we came away with was a 
realization of how many lives the two of them 
had  touched  over  the  years,  and  what  an 
impact  that  had  had  on  those  they  met. 
Impressive people.  The food was marvelous 
and  the  stories  about  Carlos  (and  Sherry) 
were  legion,  and  we  all  laughed  and  wept 
together.  Thank you,  Sherry,  and thank you 
Carlos for all you have done for SLO Vettes. 

Christmas  Party:  Finally,  we  hope  to  see 
you at the Christmas Party December 7th at 
the Madonna Inn, and we are looking forward 
to  the  Pirate’s  Gift  Exchange.  Don’t  forget 
that if we generate $250 in sales from the bar 
that will be available in the room, the Club is 
not charged for the costs of setting it up. So, 
please  buy  your  drinks  from  “our”  bar, 
including a bottle of wine if the mood moves 
you.  Drinks bought  at  the public  bar  in the 
Inn do not count against the $250, so don’t 
stop on your way in to get a libation, get it 
when  you  arrive.  Until  then,  be  safe,  be 
happy,  God  bless,  and  have  a  very,  very 
Merry Christmas! 

Russ                   rdsurber@charter.net 

The VP’s Space

Vice President’s Column 
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This is the last Vice President’s column I will 
write, having served in the office one year 
and soon to hand over the keys to Doug 
Williamson, who until the election was our 
Recruiting Chair. It’s been a fun year working 
with the full Board and becoming more 
involved with the workings of SLO Vettes. I 
want to thank everyone for your patience and 
understanding as I strove to provide rosters 
that were accurate and complete. I’m sure you 
will extend the same courtesies and 
kindnesses to Doug when he takes on the 
Membership aspect of the VP’s job next year. 

I’m very pleased to say that this year saw us 
enroll eight new memberships. As of 
December 1, the Club has 33 2019 
memberships (recalling that the membership 
attaches to the car) or cars, which equates to 
58 individual members. Both of those 
numbers include 2 Lifetime members. Doug 
has plans to continue the Club’s expansion 
and I hope you will be as excited about this as 
I am. So, when you see a Corvette in your 
neighborhood, introduce yourself to the 
owner, mention SLO Vettes, invite her or him 
to our next meeting, and give him one of our 
Club cards and a membership application. 

Finally, I’m delighted with the response to 
our Membership Renewal campaign. As of 
December 1, we already have 21 2020 
memberships, including our 2 Lifetime 
memberships, which represents 38 individual 
members. If you are one of the many who 
have given me sent our Treasurer, Jan 
Dallons, the renewal form and check please 
accept my heartfelt thanks. If you haven’t yet 
done that, this is the time to do so. If you 
know that you’re going to renew but haven’t 
quite got around to it yet, why not do so as 
soon as you finish reading the  
Newsletter? I’ve asked Jon Dallons, our 

Newsletter publisher, to append a copy of the 
renewal form to the December edition for 
your convenience. 

Thank you again for your support and the 
many kindnesses you have given me this year. 
It has been a delight and pleasure to serve as 
VP/Membership Chair. 

I look forward to seeing you at the Christmas 
party! 

Denise Surber          rdsurber@charter.net     

SLO Vettes November 2019 Meeting 
Location: Alfano Chevrolet 

Date: November 8, 2019 

Call to Order:  6:18pm 
Club Attendees: 28 and 1 Guest 
All current Board and Chairs Present 

President, Russ Surber welcomed everyone. 
And although he has been exceedingly happy 
to be our president for past 3 years, he is 
ready to hand over the gavel.  So without 
having to pass out individual voting cards, he 
stated who was on the Official Nominating 
list of Officers and Committee Chairs.  Then 
asked if anyone else had a write-in candidate 
to vote for.  Seeing no changes were being 
requested, he asked if all present would like 
to take a vote for the list as it stands.  All 
agreed. 
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A motion to accept the Candidate List was 
made by Bob Babineau and seconded by Jan 
Dallons. It carried unanimously by all 
members present. 

The list of New Board Members and 
Committee Chairs for 2020 is as follows: 

President – Jon Dallons 
Vice Pres ident /Membership - Doug 
Williamson 
Treasurer- Jan Dallons 
Secretary- Lisa Klockenteger 
Events- Joe Berkman 

Committee Chairs: 

Corvette Museum Liaison: Don Allen 
Merchandize: Jan Dallons 
Sunshine: Lisa Klockenteger 
Web Master: Jon Dallons 
Newsletter: Russ Surber 

Thank you for all the above volunteers in 
offering their time and expertise in making 
this Club a wonderful group to be a part of. 

Membership: Denise Surber, V.P. 

Welcome new member!  Darrel Buck. Darrel 
shared with the group that he owns a 1969 
Green Convertible Stingray.   
~~Denise reminded everyone that dues are to 
be paid by December1, 2019. 
~~Membership is at 33. 
~~We have a Guest tonight!  Cathy. And she 
owns a 2007 Corvette. Thanks for dropping in 
and visiting with us.  You are always 
welcome! 

Secretary-  October Minutes (in Lisa 
Klockenteger’s absence in October, notes 
were from Denise Surber) 

President Russ Surber called for a motion to 
amend or accept the October Minutes.  Rick 
Heim moved and John Beaman seconded 
motion to accept the minutes as submitted.  
The motion was carried unanimously. 

Treasurer Report – Jan Dallons 

A motion to accept the Treasurer’s report for 
October was made. Lisa Klockenteger moved 
to accept and Valerie Cochran seconded. 
~~Jan reported that there were no expenses in 
October 
~~Jan reminded everyone of the upcoming 
Christmas Party on December 7, 2019. 
~~Do not forget your $40 Pirate Gift if 
attending the SLO Vette Christmas Party!! 

Events Chair: Joe Berkman 

➢ Last month Firestone Brewery Run 
was a great ride. The Tour at the 
brewery was excellent and our Guide 
was extremely knowledgeable. 

➢ Nov 23-Carlos Vivas Memorial 
Gathering 

➢ Nov 16-Toy Run 

Recruitment Chair: Doug Williamson 

➢ Continued Networking at car rallies 
➢ Continuous Business Card swapping 
➢ As new VP Personal GOAL for 2020: 

7 New Members  



National Corvette Museum: Don Allen 
  

➢ “1954 Story” – About a 1954 
Corvette with 2,344 original miles
—more info to follow! 

➢ T h e M u s e u m h a s 3 6 , 0 0 0 
members!! That’s a lo t of 
Corvettes. 

➢ Be sure to check out the “BASH” 
at the Museum scheduled yearly.  

Newsletter & Website: Jon Dallons 

As our new Club President, this will be Jon’s 
last newsletter.  He will be handing that Baton 
over to Russ Surber. If you want anything put 
into the newsletter after December 2019, 
please contact Russ. As for the website, Jon 
will continue to be our Web Master.   

Merchandize: Jan Dallons 

Lots of good “stuff” to check out at each 
meeting.  Call Jan for any special orders. 

! Sunshine Report: Lisa Klockenteger 
 
Happy Anniversary to: Gerry & Ana Lopez 

Happy Birthday to:  John Beaman 
   Marty Cochran 
   Kelly Kenitz 
   Floyd Owens 
   Harald Suschke 
   Denise Williamson 

Old Business: 
Time to renew your membership! 

New Business: None 

50/50 Drawing!! $83 
This Months Winner: Rick Heim $41 
Meeting Adjourned: 7:20pm 

Next Monthly Meeting:  Saturday, 
December 7, 2019  
Location:  Christmas Party @ Madonna Inn                     

  !   

SLO Vette Nominating Committee  
Lisa Klockenteger and Lyn Owens are 
grateful to all who participated in the process 
and offered their personal time to become the 
new Board and Committee Chairs.  Those of 
you who have committed to participate for 
another year with your appointed duties, we 
commend you for your continued support. We 
value each and every one of you.  Have a 
wonderful holiday season and we look 
forward to a great new 2020 SLO Vette 
Roster. 

Submitted by: Lisa Klockenteger, Secretary 
LisaKlockenteger@gmail.com 

A very short events for December

Howdy all Slovette members. With 
leftovers from a wonderful Thanksgiving 
dinner still keeping cool in the fridge we 
start another holiday season. The season 
comes around faster and faster each 
year, or is that just me? Maybe that's why 
my vettes zero to sixty time seems to get 
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shorter and shorter each year...probably 
not.

November was our Toy Run. Thanks to 
all of you it was a great success. What an 
incredible mountain of toys stacked on 
the hood of the two Corvettes for the kids 
of SLO county (see the photo section of 
the website). Upon leaving the CHP office 
we all got together for a tasty lunch at the 
Loading Chute in Creston. That ride to 
get there was much fun!

December 7th, Saturday is the annual 
Christmas Party at Madonna Inn. See 
additional information in this newsletter. 

January. Will be our planning meeting. 
Not sure of the day/date -stay tuned. One 
of the most important meetings of the 
year, we will be talking about and 
scheduling our events for the rest of the 
year. What do you, our members, want 
from our club?   What events, runs, 
experiences would you like? Bring your 
ideas and let everyone know what those 
ideas are. We create a list, vote on the 
list  and from that,  we have our clubs 
events for the coming year. Please make 
plans to be there.

Everyone have a healthy, happy Holiday 
season.

Joe Berkman, Slovettes Events

pinesandoaks@gmail.com

Museum News 

Happy Holidays from the National 
Corvette Museum 

    

 

Recent Donations 

The Final Stingray 

 

As you may or may not already know, the 
last C7 to come off the assembly line was 
a Z06 that had been auctioned off by 
Barrett-Jackson for $2.7 million.  But 
what about the second to last C7?  Well, 
here is the rest of the story. 
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We are talking about the last front-
engine Stingray to be built. 
It was purchased by NCM Lifetime 
Member and past Board of Directors 
member, Ivan Schrodt and his wife Mary 
and donated to the Museum.  Ivan and 
NCM President Dr. Sean Preston drove the 
Stingray to the Museum to be placed on 
display. 

Sound too good to be true?  All of the 
above actually happened but there were 
lots of discussions behind the scenes 
leading up to the ceremony. 

Kai Spande, the Assembly Plant Manager 
said GM offered the opportunity to 
purchase the last C7 Stingray to the 
Museum so that the iconic car could be 
preserved.  Of course the Museum was 
thrilled with the offer.  Derek Moore, the 
NCM Curator contacted Ivan Schrodt who 
was excited to be a part of history and 
offered his support for the purchase.  
The Museum kept with the Corvette 
tradition and ordered a white Stingray 
with an adrenalin red interior and a 
manual transmission. 

Please read more about the car, the 
people involved, and the arrangements 
made to ensure this piece of history is 
being preserved.  Photos and a video of 
the ceremony are also included.  Go to:  
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/final-
c 7 - s t i n g r a y - co r ve t t e - de l i v e r ed - a t -
museum/ 

1954 “Entombed” Corvette   

 

Richard Sampson of Brunswick, Maine was 
a succes s fu l g rocer and had jus t 
purchased a brand-new Corvette. After 
driving it for four years, he wanted to 
park it somewhere safe.  A tomb was 
built inside a new store – literally around 
his Corvette. 

 
In 1986, the building’s new owner had 
workers disassemble the tomb, brick-by-
b r i c k , f o r a s p e c t a c u l a r r e v e a l 
photographed by the local newspaper.   

If you thought that sounded crazy; 
there’s more.  The car was released into 
the hands of Richard Sampson’s daughter 
Cynthia. Cynthia then took the car to her 
home in Daytona Beach, Florida where it 
remained in the middle of her living 
room for the next ten years.  What a 
centerpiece. 

The car has changed hands a few times 
since then, but still has accumulated 
on l y 2 , 344 m i l e s and r ema in s i n 
unrestored and original condition. 

“The (anonymous) donors reached out to 
see if we would have an interest in the 
car,” said Derek E. Moore, Director of 
Collections / Curator. “We talked a little 
about the significance of it, as well as 
keeping it in original condition. We know 
we want to recreate the tomb in some 
fashion, a diorama or vignette setting. 
We’re excited to share this unique piece 
of history!” 

What a unique display this will make.  Be 
sure and check it out during your next 
visit to the Museum. 

1981 Corvette Donated 
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Tom Myers of Florida believed that 
Corvettes were special from the time he 
was a young boy and promised himself 
that he would one day have one of the 
beautiful sports cars himself. 

In fact, Tom went on to serve as the 
caretaker for more than 20 Corvettes, 
but his first one – a new two-tone silver 
and charcoal 1981 coupe that was one of 
the first made at the new Bowling Green 
Assembly Plant – always had a very 
special place in his heart. 

When the National Corvette Museum’s 
Gary Cockriel talked about donating cars 
to the NCM  during a Corvette club 
meeting, Tom was quick to go up and tell 
him he’d like one day to give them his 
very special ’81. 

Unfortunately, Tom was diagnosed with 
cancer shortly after the meeting and he 
succumbed to the disease in January.  
But before he passed away, Tom received 
a visit from Gary in December to pass on 
his beloved Corvette to the Museum. 

“He was very sick, very weak, but he was 
able to drive the car one last time and 
back it up the ramp of the trailer, which 
was fabulous. He was in the driveway and 
watched it get loaded. When it drove 
away, he had a tear in his eye, and he 
looked at me and said ‘they’re going to 
look after my baby.’ That was very 
important to him, that somebody was 
going to keep it in pristine shape,” said 
Marilyn Britt, Tom’s companion of nine 
years. 

 
Now his Corvette is proudly on display in 
the Skydome so that visitors to the 
Museum can celebrate Tom’s life.  

1977 Corvette  

 

Elizabeth “Libby” Smith of Garrison, KY 
has always loved Corvettes.  People used 
to ask me ‘what are you going to be 
when you grow up’ and I’d say, ‘I’m going 
to work and get me a Corvette!’” 

Libby special ordered her 1977 and 
picked all the options.  This car is an 
L-82 with a 4-speed and the gymkhana 
suspension. 

Libby’s care for her car paid off, earning 
NCRS Top Flight with a score of 96.8. 
“They counted off on the paint chips – 
but this is the original paint. It has not 
b e e n p a i n t e d , o n l y t h e u s u a l 
maintenance and a fan belt replaced.” 

Despite its pristine condition, Libby’s car 
is anything but a garage queen, as she 
used it as a daily driver while student 
teaching.  She even drove it in the snow 
and rain!  A teacher for 27 years, she is 
also known to have a bit of a lead foot.  
Libby was well known at the Clay City 
Raceway, where she competed in drag 
racing and was known as a ‘dark horse’ – 
with people who were in the know 
winning money on her races.  

It was that love for her car that led Libby 
to choose the National Corvette Museum 
as its forever home. “I’m single, I have 
no children. I do have family, but I know 
it would be an inconvenience for them to 
take care of it. I’ve been to the Museum 
several times, including when it opened. 
I’ve always been a strong promoter of it. 
If I was going to put my car some place, 
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I’d want it to be where it would be 
appreciated, viewed and taken care of.” 

S e e t h e v i d e o a t :  h t t p s : / /
w w w. c o r v e t t e m u s e u m . o r g / a l l -
original-1977-corvette-donated/ 

Events 

Vettes and Vets, Retirement of Wendell 
Strode 

In 2008, we began a tradition of honoring 
our veterans with a new event, Vets ‘n 
Vettes.  

Thursday kicked off with a full day at the 
NCM Motorsports Park and a ride in a 
Corvette with another fellow Veteran. 
Complimentary lunch was served to all by 
Don Franklin Chevrolet, Buick & GMC of 
Somerset, KY.  With road tours (one was 
G e n e r a l J a c k s o n ’ s S h o w b o a t i n 
Nashville), and participation in the 
Bowling Green Veterans’ Day Parade with 
lunch afterwards at the local VFW, the 
event offers veterans, servicemen and 
women and those who want to support 
them, a comfortable place to meet and 
share stories and experiences. 

Another major feature of the event was 
the retirement dinner for Wendell 
S t rode, Execut ive D i rector of the 
Museum. 

In 1988, word had spread that the 
National Corvette Restorers Society had 
been exploring the idea of building a 
Corvette Museum.  Strode, a banker at 
the time, contacted the local Chamber of 
Commerce with an idea to initiate a 
proposal to have it built in Bowling 
Green, Kentucky. He then found himself 
heading up a task force, bringing to the 
table an offer of a 30-acre land donation 
from private citizens, and a commitment 
from the State of Kentucky to put in the 
road and utilities. Strode also worked 
with the NCRS to put together a financial 
package that included a feasibility study 
to get banks interested in joining the 
effort. 

The Museum opened Labor Day weekend 
1994 wi th much fanfare, but the 
excitement was short-lived as it soon 
began experiencing financial troubles.   
Strode was recruited to join the National 
Corvette Museum as Executive Director 
on December 20, 1996. At the time, he 
had never even driven a Corvette and 
had only ridden in one once. While he 
didn’t know much about the car itself, 
what he did know was how to save its 
new home. 

Strode worked to develop new strategies 
for generating funds, while making 
strides to repair strained relationships 
with the community, clubs, enthusiasts, 
media, the Plant, and GM.  

During his tenure, the Museum not only 
paid off its initial debt, but it nearly 
doubled its size, adding a world-class 
motorsports facility to its facilities.  
Under his leadership Museum membership 
grew from 1,600 enthusiasts to almost 
36,000 members today. He even managed 
to survive a Corvette-swallowing sinkhole 
and helped to turn the attention it 
brought into a chance to share the 
Museum with a global audience. 

Raffles 

If you have ever heard me talk about the 
Museum’s raffles you know I always 
remind you that the cars will be given 
away regardless if all the tickets have 
been sold or not.  Recently, Randy Ford 
from Smyrna,TX won a 2019 Shadow Gray 
ZR1.  His odds of winning went up 
significantly when only 1143 tickets were 
sold out 1500.  You might want to keep 
that in mind when deciding whether or 
not to support the NCM with your 
purchase.  There will always be a winner 
but you have to play to be in the 
running. 

Below are the currently active raffles. 
For additional information and rules 
regarding National Corvette Museum 
raffles including how to order tickets and 
to view the number of tickets remaining 
available in real time, go to https://
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Membership Renewal Form - 2020 

 

“Membership fees shall be $60.00 for renewal per year due by December 1st of 
the prior year.”  Article III, subsection B, SLO Vettes Bylaws. 
 
Name___________________________________________________ 

Spouse_________________________________________________ 

Address_________________________________________________ 

City / State / Zip___________________________________________ 

Home Phone #____________________________________________ 

Cell Phone (s) #___________________________________________ 

E-Mail___________________________________________________ 

E-mail___________________________________________________ 

And, let us know if you have upgraded your Corvette since joining. 

(Year)_______________  (Color)_____________  (Circle) Coupe or Roadster  

PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM EVEN IF YOUR INFORMATION HAS NOT CHANGED 

Send the Renewal Form to: 

 
S.L.O. Vettes 
P.O. Box 14134 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93406 

 
 
 

  

  



raffle.corvettemuseum.org.    

Motorsports Park News 

November 1st was the last day to drive 
company C7s on the track.  NCM will now 
be taking delivery of an all new fleet of 
2020 mid-engine Stingrays with the Z-51 
track package.  Talk about a cool test 
drive! 

Wendy's Twinkle at the Track, presented 
by U.S. Bank, is a NEW drive-through 
holiday light experience on the west 
track of the NCM Motorsports Park that 
runs the day after Thanksgiving through 
New Years’ Day. 

    

 

Vehicles can drive through more than 25 
scenes totaling more than one million 
bright lights on a 2-mile stretch of 
racetrack.  For more go to:  https://
www.corvetteblogger.com/2019/11/28/
w e n d y s - t w i n k l e - a t - t h e - t r a c k -
features-350-displays-and-1-mi l l ion-
lights/    

To see how the entire display was 
c o n s t r u c t e d , g o t o :  h t t p s : / /
w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ?
v=PnmJsLoVGeI&feature=youtu.be 

Corvette Assembly Plant 

Motor Trend Magazine Car of the Year 

“We have been looking forward to the 
arrival of the mid-engine Chevrolet 
Corvette for so long, that you’d think 
there is no way it could live up to the 
weight of expectations, but the all-new 
C8 Corvette epitomizes what it means to 
be MotorTrend’s 2020 Car of the Year,” 
said MotorTrend Editor-in-Chief Edward 
Loh.  

Loh added, “Corvette delivers stunning 
design and world-class performance, 
around an exotic mid-ship layout, yet it 
remains a truly livable grand touring 

2020 Black Coupe 
4/25/20  

Price: $20.00 Unlim
ited Raffle  

Drawing: April 25, 
2020 

2019 Torch Red 
Coupe 12/19/19  

Price: $100.00 Tick
ets: 1500

2019 Black Z06 
Coupe 1/23/20  

Price: $250.00 Tick
ets: 1000

!

 

 

https://raffle.corvettemuseum.org
https://www.corvetteblogger.com/2019/11/28/wendys-twinkle-at-the-track-features-350-displays-and-1-million-lights/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PnmJsLoVGeI&feature=youtu.be


sports car, all at an almost unbelievable 
price point. Our 2020 Car of the Year is 
the one that democratizes the supercar – 
the Chevrolet Corvette.” 

PS-  The 2020 Corvette is now one of the 
three finalists for North American Car of 
the Year.  The other two competitors are 
the Toyota Supra and the Hyundai 
Sonata.  The winner is voted on by 
automotive journalists that test a large 
number of cars.  The first cut is the top 
25 and the second cut is the top three.  
The winner is announced at the North 
American International Auto Show in 
Detroit, Michigan in January. 

Assembly Plant Tours to Resume 

I attended an Ambassador’s meeting 
while we were at the Museum for the 25th 
Anniversary celebration.  We were told 
the long anticipated return of plant tours 
was to occur around the end of March or 
first weeks of April, 2020.  Of course that 
was before the strike that idled all 
production and set most plans back 
several weeks.  Now that a contract is in 
place, extra workers are to be hired to 
bring the Corvette production up to 
speed as soon as possible.  Cross your 
fingers as the rumors suggest the tour 
will start up close to the original 
scheduled dates.  I will keep you posted. 

Cool Stuff and Rumors   

Jay Leno Meets the C8 Convertible 

Even if you have no interest in buying a 
C8 Convertible, this video is great to 
watch.  Tadge Juechter, Corvettes Chief 
Engineer drops by Jay’s garage with a 
prototype convertible and shares all of 
the car’s inner-most secrets.  Not only do 
you learn about the convertible but also 
many of the features of the coupe and 
the not so subtle differences between 
the two.  If you thought lots of 
engineering went into the coupe then 
you ain’t seen nutin’ yet.   

For instance, where does the solid panel 
top go if you don’t lose any trunk space 
when it is folded down?  When you find 
out, you will shake your head and ask 
what keeps it from burning up?   

Then the two go for a ride.  The 
conversation is typical Jay Leno.  The 
video is long (about an hour) but very 
much worth watching.  See it for yourself 
at:  http://gmauthority.com/blog/
2 0 1 9 / 1 1 / j a y - l e n o - t a k e s - a - s p i n - i n -
the-2020-corvette-convertible-video/ 

Is the Corvette Division More Valuable 
as a Stand Alone Brand? 

Some interesting speculation has popped 
up recently in various automotive blogs 
and articles.  Some investors think that if 
Corvette was a brand by itself and added 
a high performance SUV to the line that 
its value could jump as high as $7-12 
billion.  Here is a link to one article 
where the bean-counters comment on 
the idea.   https://carbuzz.com/news/
c h e v r o l e t - c o r v e t t e - s u b - b r a n d -
potentially-worth-billions 

C8 Mid-engine ZR1 Power 

Could the next version of the ZR1 be 900 
HP hybrid with a twin turbo engine based 
on the Corvette Racing’s new flat plane 
V8?  Does Motor Trend have a really 
credible source?  Sounds good to me.  
C h e c k i t o u t a t :  h t t p : / /
gmauthority.com/blog/2019/11/new-
report-says-c8-corvette-zr1-wi l l -be-
a-900-hp-hybrid-with-awd/ 

To learn more about the Museum, 
upcoming events, exhibits, and to plan 
your next visit, please contact me 
directly or visit the NCM website at 
www.corvettemuseum.org.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Don Allen, SLO Vettes National Corvette 
Museum Ambassador 

don.allen318@gmail.com 

http://gmauthority.com/blog/2019/11/jay-leno-takes-a-spin-in-the-2020-corvette-convertible-video/
https://carbuzz.com/news/chevrolet-corvette-sub-brand-potentially-worth-billions
http://gmauthority.com/blog/2019/11/new-report-says-c8-corvette-zr1-will-be-a-900-hp-hybrid-with-awd/
http://www.corvettemuseum.org


Toy Run

Celebration of Life for Carlos
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