
MISCELLANEOUS 
RAMBLINGS 

Carlos Vivas, 1949 - 2019: The Club lost 
a legend with the passing of Carlos Vivas 
earlier this month, and I am certain you 
join me in expressing our deepest 
condolences to Sherry and Carlos’s 
family.  Your prayers and support were 
very important to the family and they 
wish you to know that they appreciate it 
very much.  Continue to keep Sherry and 
her family in your prayers.  A memorial 
service will be held sometime in the 
future and we will make certain that you 
have the details as soon as we have 
them.  I’d hope that SLO Vettes can fill 
the parking lot with Corvettes when that 
happens.  I think Carlos would like that. 

Fourth of July Parade and Dinner with 
Fireworks:  Eight cars represented SLO 
Vettes in Cayucos on July 4th.  Ten cars 
were expected but two dropped out 
because of last minute matters that 
prevented them from joining the others.  
We couldn’t join the fun because the 
Gray Lady was in the shop being worked 
on longer than expected, but I’ve talked 
to most of the participants and they 
uniformly agree that the Cayucos Parade 
is something very special, especially the 
interplay with the crowds that line the 

route.  As usual, everyone was alert to 
children running into the street, but 
otherwise everyone said it was a delight!  
Our very own Ron Berkel and his very 
RED C6 Corvette made it onto The 
Tribune’s front page on July 5th, looking 
especially sporty with an Uncle Sam top 
hat carefully mounted on the hood.  
Dinner at the Dallons was, as in years 
past, a wonderful way to celebrate our 
na t i ona l ho l i day and see some 
spectacular displays of fireworks from 
Cayucos and Cambria.  In fact, this year 
we were able to see some of the high 
rising displays from Pismo Beach as well, 
which was neat!  The food was terrific, 
the conversation fun, and the views 
breath-taking. 

C8 Unveiling:  Thanks to Joe Berkman 
who provided the link, we were all given 
an chance to watch in “real time” GM 
unveil what is possibly the most 
anticipated next-generation Corvette in 
the Marque’s 66-year history.  Needless 
to say, the unveiling was done in typical 
over-the-top GM style, with two former 
astronauts kicking off the show in an 
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interesting but as far as I was concerned 
totally irrelevant discussion of America’s 
successful mission to the Moon.  The two 
division-heads who spoke to the design 
and engineering wonders that were 
performed to bring us a mid-engined 
Co r ve t t e we re i n t e r e s t i n g a n d 
appreciated, including the fact that a 
base C8 equipped with the Z51 package 
(as the ribbon at the bottom of the 
screen pointed out but the speaker did 
not) can do 0-60 in under three seconds.  
All of that was fluff, however, because 
what I was waiting for (and I expect a 
whole lot of other people were as well) 
was what would the base model cost 
me, and that information came from the 
lips of GM’s President himself, . . just 
under $60,000!  In my judgment, 
keeping the base model at or near what 
a base C7 costs was the key to the C8’s 
success.  Price it too high and after an 
initial flurry of purchases sales would 
fall off dramatically and the future of 
the Corvette would be in jeopardy.  The 
$60K price point is, again in my 
judgment, absolutely perfect and could 
make the C8 the most popular super car 
ever built.  While I’m of the view that 
the Marque might have been better 
served if Corvette had continued to 
produce front-engined models, the cost 
of running two separate assembly lines 
would have been formidable and so, for 
all of you C7-ers, consider yourselves 
owners of “legacy” Corvettes, for we 
shan’t see their like again.  I’m not 
especially happy with the C8’s front-end 
design, it looks “boxy” to me, and from 
a certain angle (see photo) the whole 
car looks rather like a toad, but genuine 
congratulations are in order for GM and 

Corvette for taking this step into the 

unknown.  “The King is dead, long live 
the King!” is the order of the day, and 
I’m certain that in five years we’ll all 
wonder why GM didn’t make this move 
sooner.  So, when are YOU going to buy 
one? 

Hot El Camino Nites, Friday, August 16:  
A reminder to set aside Friday evening, 
August 16, for hamburgers, Jon’s fries, 
excellent camaraderie, and a little 
“draggin’ the Main,” as we help 
Atascadero celebrate Hot El Camino 
Nites.  Events Chair Joe Berkman has 
emailed everyone details of the event 
and the form you’ll need to submit if 
you want to take a few laps yourself.  
IMPORTANT: the Atascadero PD will begin 
closing the streets around 5:00 PM, so it 
is very important that you arrive at the 
Car Wash by 4:30 because once closed, 
they’re reluctant to let anyone pass.  
The Car Wash closes at 5:00 PM and that 
is when we can move into the area and 
park our cars.  You may park on El 
Camino in front of the Car Wash until it 
closes.  Bring chairs and beverages of 
your choosing, recalling when you select 
your beverages that this is a “driving” 
event and your beverages should reflect 
that fact. 



New Members:  I’m very excited at the 
number of new members we have picked 
up this year.  While Denise will introduce 
the newest of them in the VP’s column, I 
want to encourage everyone to get some 
SLO Vettes business cards from Denise 
and don’t be shy in handing them out to 
Corvette owners you may run across.  
Doug Williamson, our Recruitment Chair, 
has been working hard in the vineyards 
of Saturday morning car gatherings with 
good results, and you can help him out 
by bringing the SLO Vettes message to 
the local Corvette community.  We have 
a great Club and fun events, just the 
thing “new” Corvette owners are looking 
for.  It’s an easy sell, so help grow the 
Club. 

2019 Mystery Tour: The time is nearing 
when reservations for this year’s Mystery 
Tour will close, so if you’ve been mulling 
over the idea of an idyllic weekend 
behind the wheel, surrounded by 
friends, and eating well, you need to tell 
Jan Dallons and get her a deposit check 
for $250.  We have three rooms left, all 
with shared bath (down the hall and two 
available).  There are only four rooms 
with shared bath on this floor, which 
means likely you’ll be sharing with other 
members of the Club, and with two full 
bathrooms plus an al l- important 
separate commode your chances of not 
having to wait are excellent.  And, of 
course, we have discounted these rooms 
by $50, so the total cost for the 
weekend is $500 rather than the $550 
for the rooms with a bath.  This includes 
lunch on Friday, breakfast Saturday and 
Sunday, and a plated dinner Saturday 
night.  There will also be t-shirts, a 
goodies bag, and prizes for doing well on 

the Scavenger Hunt.  So, call Jan and 
join the fun. 

Stay safe, drive carefully, and we’ll see 
you August 9 at Alfano’s Chevrolet, 

Russ                   rdsurber@charter.net 

THE VP’S SPACE 
I am very happy to tell you that we have four 
new  members  –  Jose  Alvarez  and  Beth 
Yudovin and Darryl and Kathy Buck. At the 
July  meeting,  I  announced  that  we  had 
received their Membership Applications, but 
they were unable to attend the meeting. They 
have joined for  both the remainder of  2019 
and  for  2020.  Welcome  Jose  and  Beth  and 
Darryl and Kathy! As of July 12, the date of 
our  last  meeting,  we  have  32  paid 
memberships (including two lifetime), which 
translates into 32 cars and 56 individuals. 

You  should  have  received  an  updated  copy 
via  email  of  the  SLO  Vette  Roster,  which 
includes  our  newest  members.  You’ll  also 
notice a different look. That’s because I have 
reformatted  the  Roster  in  response  to  a 
suggestion – actually, a plea! – to make the 
print a little bigger. The good news is that the 
print is now larger, which should be helpful to 
those  of  us  who often  find we need  longer 
arms  and  bigger  print  (or  a  magnifying 
glass!).  I  have also  added grid  lines,  which 
make it easier to follow each line across the 
page. The bad news is that it no longer fits on 
a  single  page.  Still,  I  think  the  result  is  an 
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improvement over the single-page version. I 
hope you agree. 

I  will  bring  more  copies  of  the  SLO Vette 
Membership Application form with me to the 
August  meeting.  I  have  updated  them  to 
reflect  our  new start  time of  6:15 p.m. You 
might want to get a few to have handy when 
you  encounter  another  Corvette  owner.  I 
normally  carry  extras  with  me,  including at 
our  events,  so  don’t  hesitate  to  ask  for 
additional  copies!  Anyone  you  spot  who 
drives a Corvette is a prospective SLO Vettes 
member. I highly recommend that you keep a 
little supply of Application forms in the glove 
compartment  of  each of  your cars  (yes,  not 
only  your  Vette!).  If  you  are  desperate  for 
more copies, I would be delighted to send you 
the  current  version  electronically  via  email 
attached as a PDF file. If you need to use a 
copy you have on hand of the version with the 
old start time of 6:30 p.m., feel free to give it 
to a prospective member – just note the time 
change by hand before you deliver it. 

Be sure to keep a little stash with you of our 
beautiful new business cards. You never know 
when you will run into a prospective member, 
and it will so convenient to hand the person a 
SLO  Vettes  business  card.  Don’t  forget  to 
write  your  name  and  phone  number  in  the 
designated  spots  on  the  back!  Even  if  the 
driver of an unfamiliar Corvette is nowhere to 
be seen, you could leave one of the cards on 
the  windshield.  This  could  happen  in  your 
neighborhood or in a parking lot as you find 
yourself  out  and  about  running  errands, 
shopping,  or  visiting  a  favorite  restaurant. 
You could add something on the back of the 
card  like:  “Meeting  8/9,  6:15  PM,  Alfano 
Chevrolet,  SLO. Please come!” If  you meet 
the driver face-to-face, mention an upcoming 
run, and invite him or her – or them! – to join 
us. 

Hoping to see you many of you at our next 
meeting on August 9th, 

Denise Surber          rdsurber@charter.net     

SLO VETTES JULY MEETING 
Location:  Alfano Chevrolet, San Luis 
Obispo 
Date:  July 12, 2019 

Call to Order:  6:15 PM 

President Russ Surber welcomed 
e v e r y o n e t o t h e m e e t i n g a n d 
commented that the showroom has no 
new Corvettes because Alfano had 
started renovating the space.  The 
contractor says the work will be done by 
August.  Several of us wondered aloud if 
it will be ready by our August meeting.  
Russ mentioned that Alfano has a new 
trade in – a 2007 Blue Z06.  He reminded 
the Club of the C8 Unveiling scheduled 
for July 18 at the Tustin Hanger No 2, 
which at 17 stories high and 1,000 feet 
long, built in 1942 to house two Navy 
blimps, is one of the largest wood-
framed structures every built.  Russ 
noted that meetings are starting 15 
minutes earlier to ensure that we end 
the meeting and have vacated the space 
by 8:00 PM sharp. 

Board Attendees: 
Russ Surber – President 
Denise Surber – Vice President 
Joe Berkman – Events 
Jan Dallons – Treasurer 
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Absent:  Lisa Klockenteger – Secretary. 

Committee Chair Attendees: 
Doug Williamson – Recruitment Chair 
Jon Dallons – Newsletter Chair & Website 
Chair 
Jan Dallons – Merchandise Chair 
Absent:  Lisa Klockenteger – Sunshine 
Chair. 

Total Attendees:  23 (22 members and 1 
guest)   

Membership:  Denise Surber, Vice 
President 

W e h a v e r e c e i v e d t h r e e n e w 
memberships, bringing our total to 32 
memberships and 56 individuals.  Denise 
introduced Scott and Li Randle, 
mentioning that Scott had attend the 
June meeting, but Li was traveling at 
the time.  They joined and came to the 
4th of July Dinner at the Dallons’ home 
but had to leave early when they 
noticed a scary oil leak under their 
Corvette.  Scott shared that they drove 
slowly all the way to their home in SLO, 
arrived safely, and the car got fixed 
within the next few days.  Welcome 
Scott and Li!  Denise just received 
applications from Jose Alvarez and Beth 
Yudovin and Darryl and Kathy Buck, who 
were unable to join us for the July 
meeting.  Jose came to the June 
meeting, and some of us met and spoke 
with them both at the Vivas barbecue.  
Welcome Jose and Beth!  Darryl and 
Kathy responded to Doug Williamson’s 
suggestion that they join SLO Vettes.  
We look forward to meeting them soon.  
Welcome Darryl and Kathy! 

Denise will send out an updated Roster 
soon.  Ron Burkle asked if the print 

could be made larger.  She said she 
would see what she could do. 

June Minutes:  Secretary Lisa 
Klockenteger (represented at July 
meeting by Denise Surber) 

One correction:  Under Membership, 
change “Randall” to “Randle.“  A motion 
to accept the Minutes published in the 
June newsletter, as corrected, was made 
by Dan Miroballi and second by Joe 
Berkman.  Club voted to accept. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Jan Dallons 

6/14/19 through 7/12/19, income 
$1,084.00, expenses $1,575.67 (mostly 
for merchandise), for net income 
($491.67).  Year to date, through 
7/12/19, income $4,478.00, expenses 
$3,059.32, for net income $1,418.68.  
Motion by Chuck Varela to accept the 
current month’s and Year to Date 
Treasurer Reports.  Second by Doug 
Williamson.  Club voted to accept. 

Events:  Joe Berkman 

July:  Those who participated in the July 
4th Cayucos parade had a great time.  
We had 8 cars; 2 dropped out at the last 
minute, 1 for health and 1 for car 
trouble.  Later in the day, the dinner at 
the Dallons’ was great, and good 
weather made for a beautiful fireworks 
display. 

August:  Hot El Camino Cruise Nite in 
Atascadero at the El Camino Car Wash on 
Friday, August 16th.  We will have a BBQ 
and watch the cars cruise by on El 
Camino Real.  The car wash closes at 5 
PM.  Best to be there by about 4:30 PM 
so we are ready to move in and park at 
5:00 PM.  The BBQ will cost $5/person.  



Jan Dallons is organizing the food and 
other supplies for the BBQ.  The Club 
will supply hamburgers cooked by the 
trusty team of Chuck Varela and John 
Beaman, French fries cooked by Jon 
Dallons, salads and desserts provided by 
4 volunteers each (Jan Dallons is sending 
around a signup sheet), and drinks 
consisting of soda & water (other drink 
options are BYOB).  Members can sign up 
to participate in the cruise.  Registration 
is $27 if by August 16th and $37 if on the 
night of the event. 
   
September:  The Mystery Tour starts on 
Friday, September 27th, and ends on 
Sunday, September 29th. 
We are limited to 10 cars.  Seven cars 
have signed up already.  The Tour 
includes lodging at a historic hotel.  
Total weekend cost is $550 per couple 
for rooms with a private bath and 
discounted $50 to $500 each for the 
three rooms without a private bath that 
are still available.  In addition to 
lodging, the fee for the weekend 
includes lunch on Friday, heavy hors 
d’oeuvres to share and BYOB for dinner 
o n F r i d a y n i g h t f o l l o w e d b y 
entertainment, breakfast on Saturday 
and Sunday, and a plated dinner on 
Saturday night.   The tradition of a 
scavenger hunt during the run will 
continue with prizes awarded.  Jan 
Dallons would be pleased to accept $250 
deposits.  

October:  We still need an event. 

Other – Not Official SLO Vettes Events: 

• Saturday, July 13 (tomorrow), the 
Morgan Owners Group (MOG) will 
meet in Cambria. 

• Saturday, August 17 – Mid- State 
Cruizers Car Show at Atascadero Lake 
Park. 

• Friday, September 13 – Sunday 
September  15 – Monterey Speed 
Week at Laguna Seca.  Doug 
Williamson shared that there will be 
races all three days, culminating with 
the championship on Sunday.  The 
Corvette Team will be there, and for 
$40 you can park in the Corvette 
Coral for the weekend.  $60 is the 
cost to attend a race, which includes 
access to the paddock and pit where 
you can get an up-close look at the 
cars.  Doug suggested several 
members might want to go up as a 
g r o u p f o r a t l e a s t S u n d a y ’s 
championship race and possibly for 
the entire weekend.  The Corvette 
team will include some important 
personnel (Tadge Juechter, Corvette 
Executive Chief Engineer; Kai 
Spande, Plant Director, Corvette 
Assembly Plant, Bowling Green; Doug 
Fehan, Program Manager, Corvette 
Racing; and Corvette Race Team 
Drivers), and Corvette will sponsor a 
dinner you can attend on Saturday 
night for $70/person (sign up for the 
dinner via a link on the National 
Corvette Museum website). 

Corvette Museum:  Don Allen 

As of July 1, the Museum has a new 
President and CEO, Dr. Sean Preston, 
who replaced one who had been there 
for 23 years.  Preston has experience 
running non-profit organizations, most 
recently in Portland, OR, and he holds a 
Doctorate in Educational and Non-Profit 
Leadership.  One of his goals is to 
expand the membership base.  He also 
owns two Corvettes -- a 1954 and a 
1972. 



The 25th Anniversary & Caravan leaves 
from the Elks Lodge in Pasadena on 
August 22, 2019.  The Museum has 
several new exhibits, including one 
focusing on the Museum Founders, a 
group that included Carlos and Sherry 
Vivas.  Two C8 Reveals are coming up – 1 
for the media and another for the 
public.  Don has new handouts about 
Museum Membership, noted that the 
current Museum Magazine is well worth 
reviewing, and recommended a History 
Channel program on the year Corvette 
was not built. 

Recruitment:  Doug Williamson 

Doug continues his weekly visits, often 
along with Don Allen, to a local donut 
shop, a Saturday morning car enthusiast 
“hangout,” where he encounters 
potential SLO Vettes members with 
whom he talks about the Club and 
encourages membership. 

He is putting together a letter for new 
Corvette owners that would be 
appropriate for John, the manager of 
Alfano Chevrolet, to hand out to new 
buyers.  He asked what the Club can 
offer.  Jan Dallons mentioned that we 
used to do this with Pete Johnson 
Chevrolet in Paso Robles, and the 
dealership paid for the membership.  We 
don’t know if Alfano Chevrolet would 
support the same arrangement.  If not, 
we could offer ½ price to new members 
who purchase a Corvette from Alfano’s. 

Visitor:  John Lauffer 
     
Russ recognized John Lauffer who had 
come late to the meeting.  His car is for 
sale – a Corvette, with 47,000 miles, 
originally sold in Boise, which he bought 

near Seattle.  He has owned it for about 
three years.  He is looking for $19,900 
for the 6-speed manual C-5.  The car 
was outside for viewing at the end of the 
meeting.  As to why is selling, he just 
turned 81, and he and his wife recently 
bought a new house with a garage for 
only 2 cars (not enough for all his 
vehicles!). 

Newsletter & Website:  Jon Dallons 

The Newsletter is coming along fine.  He 
would like to have all articles in before 
the last minute.  The website has photos 
from the July 4th events.  He got the 
ones from the Parade before the end of 
the day.   

Sunshine:  Denise Surber for Lisa 
Klockenteger 

Denise noted that Ron Burkle had 
appeared driving his Corvette in the 
Cayucos July 4th Parade prominently on 
the front page of the July 5th issue of 
The Tribune.  Way to go, Ron!  Marty and 
Valer ie Cochran celebrate their 
anniversary in July.  Happy Anniversary, 
Marty and Val!  Becky Cyester, John 
Everett, and Shirley Heim were all July 
babies.  Happy Birthday, Becky, John, 
and Shirley!  

Merchandise:  Jan Dallons 

The jacket order is finally ready – at 
last!  Pick up your jacket and pay $75.  
She also has some new items:  white 
men’s polos and black men’s and 
women’s fleece vests, all with SLO 
Vettes logo. 

Old Business:  None 

New Business:   



Russ reported that Sherry Vivas greatly 
appreciates the support she has received 
from the Club.  No memorial service for 
has been planned yet for Carlos.  She 
and the family will decide later what 
and when it will take place, and Russ 
will let us know when details are 
available.  

Russ mentioned a possible outing to 
Firestone Brewery in Paso Robles 
followed by lunch at the adjacent 
Firestone Taproom as an October event.  
It depends on the availability of the 
Taproom, which is currently closed for 
renovation.  If it works out for October, 
we could devise a route to Firestone’s 
location from the Santa Margarita Park 
and Ride meeting place.  Alternatively, 
we could consider meeting at or near 
Alfano Chevrolet and drive there via 
Highway 1 and Highway 46. 

Tom Wilkins’ car now sports a brand new 
“ v a n i t y ” p l a t e :  L A S T C 7 Z .  
Congratulations, Tom! 

50/50 Drawing:  Jan Dallons 

Jan noted that half goes to the winner 
and the other half goes to the Club for 
the Christmas Party, scheduled this year 
on Saturday, December 7th,  at the 
Madonna Inn.  Anyone wanting to spend 
the night should reserve soon because 
the lower priced room go fast.  We 
collected $71.  Winners Rick and Shirley 
Heim received $35.50. 

Next Monthly Meeting  
August 9, 2019, at Alfano Chevrolet.   
Meet & Greet – 6:00 PM.  Business begins 
-- 6:15 PM. 

Meeting adjourned 7:33 PM.    

Minutes submitted by Denise Surber, 
Acting Secretary, rdsurber@charter.net, 
on behalf of Lisa Klockenteger, Secretary 
lisaklockenteger@gmail.com 

!       

Sunshine Report:   

Lisa Klockenteger   

August Birthdays….  

Beth Yudovin 
      
Valerie Cochran 
                             
Russ Surber 
                             
Zan Verela 
                             
Doug Williamson 

   August Anniversaries.....  

Joe & Claudia Berkman 
          
Rex & Georgia Ott 
               
Scott & Li Randle 
           
Charles & Gabrielle Shearon 
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FOR SALE



Events for the next month or two

August event: Cruise night at the car 
wash. Hot El Camino Cruise night Friday 
August 16th. Our annual Atascadero BBQ 
and pot luck. As in past years park on the 
curb outside the car wash (opposite 
Vons) at 4:30pm. Don't be late as the 
course is closed to traffic soon after. At 
5pm we move into the car wash where 
our cars will be on display. See the 
informational poster in this newsletter as 
well as the website for details.

September: Where are we going? Well, 
its a mystery! It is the annual Mystery 
Tour. September 27th to the 29th. If you 
are taking part in the tour you will find out 
where you are going the morning of the 
event. Have fun.

October: At a date still to be determined a 
tour of the Firestone Brewery in Paso 
Robles. Don't worry, a nice drive in the 
country will get us to the brewery.

Joe Berkman  pinesandoaks@gmail.com

Museum News 

Events 

 

25th Anniversary and National Caravan 

Like all Corvette Caravaners across the 
United States, the Southwest Caravan 
members are performing the last minute 
preparations for the 2359 mile trip to 
Bowling Green.  Tires, oil, filters, 
batteries, and all the items you can think 
of are being checked.  Bowling Green or 
Bust.   

The leaders say that 225 Corvettes have 
signed on to begin the trip from 
Pasadena on August 22.  While I am not a 
Facebook guy (Jeanne does it some.), 
you can follow the SW Caravan on its 
webpage at:  https://
www.facebook.com/2019-Southwest-
Section-National-Corvette-
Caravan-1385127778274866/ 

As I said in previous articles, the 
overnight in Cape Girardeau, MO will be 
a highlight of the trip.  The locals are 
expecting almost 900 Corvettes in town 
and will block off downtown for folks to 
see them.  Here is an article from the 
local newspaper:  https://
www.semissourian.com/story/
2619972.html 

The C8 Reveal 
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On July 18 and 19, General Motors 
revealed the new mid-engine design C8 
Corvette, The location was inside Blimp 
Hanger #2 at the old Marine Base in 
Tustin, California.  GM films many of 
their indoor car commercials inside the 
massive wooden structure.  The July 18th 
presentation was provided to GM 
executives, a limited number of media 
representatives, a few NCM folks (I wish I 
was one.), and a very select group of 
Corvette owners (about 75) that were 
invited by dealerships.  Interestingly 
enough, no dealership personnel were 
included, only customers.   

          

 

The following day’s presentation was 
limited to a few hundred Corvette 
owners.   Corvettes of Bakersfield was 
given entry passes for thirteen cars and 
we were fortunate enough to be among 
the members chosen to receive passes 
and caravan to the event.   

GM brought all their major C8 project 
players to answer questions and gain 
feedback from real Corvette folks.  Four 
cars were on hand for us to inspect and 
try out for fit including the blue one that 
Jay Leno had driven earlier that morning.  
There were also several static displays to 



showcase specific technology developed 
for the C8 as well as paint colors, 
upholstery choices, and the various 
options available.  There were even two 
“cut-away” cars and a car posed on its 
side to show off the inner workings and 
specialty chassis components. 

          

 

Joe Berkman already shared a link to the 
first presentation and here is a link to a 
video of the presentation we were given.  
Tadge Jeuchter, Corvette’s Chief 
Engineer gave us a more detailed 
description of the car’s capabilities and 
features.  Check out the video at:  
https://www.corvetteblogger.com/
2019/07/20/video-fridays-special-echo-

presentation-of-the-2020-corvette-
stingray/ 

           

 

Overall, it was a very exciting experience 
and we were really impressed with the 
car.  Where else can you get 490 
horsepower, 0-60 under 3 seconds, great 
handling, and a really cool design 
starting under $60K?  It has more room 
for the driver and passenger than a C7.  
It is as easy or easier to get in and out of 
than our C6.  And it is made in the 
United States.  

If you are interested in customizing your 
very own C8, Chevrolet has developed a 
way for you to learn all about the car, 
configure your own C8 with options and 
colors of your choice, and then see what 
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it looks like in 3D.  For more information 
about this new Corvette Customer 
Experience go to:  https://
www.corvettemuseum.org/chevrolet-
transforms-the-corvette-customer-
experience/ 

Raffles 

Below are the currently active raffles. 
For additional information regarding 
National Corvette Museum raffles 
including how to order tickets and to 
view the number of tickets remaining 
available in real time, visit here. 

 

2019 Arctic White Grand Sport 
Convertible 7/25/19  
Price: $200.00 Tickets: 1000   
Drawing: July 25, 2019 2:00 PM  
  

 

2019 Shadow Gray Grand Sport Coupe 
8/29/19  
Price: $150.00 Tickets: 1500   
Drawing: August 29, 2019 2:00 PM  

 

Build Your Own Next Generation 
Corvette or $55,000 8/30/19  
Price: $250.00 Tickets: 1500   
Drawing: August 30, 2019 3:00 PM  

 

Next Generation Corvette VIN 25 
8/31/19  
Price: $25.00 Unlimited Raffle  
Drawing: August 31, 2019 3:00 PM  

To learn more about the Museum, 
upcoming events, exhibits, and to plan 
your next visit, please contact me 
directly or visit the NCM website at 
www.corvettemuseum.org.   
  

Respectfully submitted, 

Don Allen, SLO Vettes National Corvette 
Museum Ambassador 

don.allen318@gmail.com 

https://www.corvettemuseum.org/chevrolet-transforms-the-corvette-customer-experience/
https://raffle.corvettemuseum.org/about.cfm
http://www.corvettemuseum.org
mailto:don.allen318@gmail.com


Origin of the 
Corvette Name

�
Many people know the Corvette as a 
motorsports icon or the ultimate 
Muscle/Sports car, but few know the 
meaning of the name. We all know 
that the marketing team over at 
Chevrolet came up with the name 
Camaro out of thin air. but the 
meaning behind Corvette goes quite a 
bit deeper.

Corvette was the first mass-produced 
post-war American sports car, but 
when General Motors introduced the 
car to the public as a prototype  the 
production name was still undecided. 
Out of over 300 submissions, the 
name suggested by Myron E. Scott 
would be the winner.

Scott went to work for Chevrolet in 
1937, as an assistant director for the 
Public Relations department, where 
he was responsible for photography of 
new cars, designing of press kits, 

graphics, and special events. He was 
also known for being the creator of the 
All-American Soap Box Derby.

�
Myron E. Scott

Myron thought the name Corvette 
rolled off the tongue well and thought 
a tie to the fast strike ships called 
"Corvettes" from World War II would 
appeal to the American men, many 
who had served. This would go on to 
form the foundation for the nautical 
names that would be applied to 
Corvettes and concepts such as the 
Mako Shark and Sting Ray (later to be 
used as Stingray).

The name Corvette was first used on 
ships in the 1670s by the French 

http://www.thegentlemanracer.com/search/label/Corvette


Navy. These small, light and fast ships 
would often be used as escorts for 
larger ships. While they generally 
were under 100 feet long and only had 
one gun deck, their maneuverability 
and speed gave them a unique 
advantage against the larger ships. 
Literally, a Corvette could run circles 
around larger ships and in the era of 
cannons fast moving targets were 
hard to hit. The British would keep 
Corvettes in their fleet during the 
colonial incursions into the rivers of 
the Far-East and Africa, at this point, 
most Corvettes were steam powered.

�
Canadian Royal Navy Corvette, circa 
WWII

The name was revived in World War II 
when British naval designer William 
Reed drafted a plan for a small escort/
patrol ship. They saw much success 
as anti-submarine escorts in the 
Atlantic. Later in the war, some 
Corvettes would be outfitted as 
minesweepers and saw action in the 
Pacific. Corvette ships are still used 
today, mostly has light missile ships or 
support vessels for fast attack boats.

4th of July


