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Camp Roberts Museum Run:
Eleven cars
participated in the Run to Camp Robert’s Historical
Museum and the consensus seems to be that it was
a day well spent. I want to thank everyone for
responding to my request that you let me know if
you were going to participate, it’s terribly
important for the event organizer to know in
advance how many will be making a run. In this
case, military regulations required we provide a
list of participants in advance of our visit. We
spent about 90 minutes at the Museum, the time
divided between the Museum itself with a variety
of displays about life on the base from WWII until

President

Russ Surber

Miscellaneous Ramblings
A New Home for SLO Vettes: On March 8 the
Club held its first monthly meeting at our new
venue, Alfano Chevrolet in San Luis Obispo. The
reception given the Club by Sales Manager Jon
Morris and his staff was outstanding. Jon set us
up on the showroom floor, surrounded by new,
beautiful Corvettes including a Red Coupe and
two Z06’s one an off-white called “Ceramic
Matrix“ and the other a pure Black beauty. It
was about as perfect an experience as it could
have been. Coffee and sweet rolls supplied by
Alfano Chevrolet completed the setting. This
was truly an occasion when it could be said, a
great time was had by all. We were invited to
“try on” the three Vettes and even fire them
up, allowing us to hear close-up and personal
what a Z06 sounds like in an enclosed space
(loud and beautiful). Not surprisingly, everyone
found a car that fit them perfectly, including
yours truly. Lisa Klockenteger looked especially
at home in the black Z06, and Georgia Ott had
to hold Rex back to keep him from driving it off
the showroom floor. As you will recall, I had
asked every member to make a special effort to
attend this first meeting at our new sponsor,
and the turnout was everything I could have
hoped for. You made me very proud of the Club,
and you did a superb job of letting Alfano
Chevrolet know that we very much appreciate
its support. I would like to suggest that you
give serious consideration to having Alfano
Chevrolet service your Corvette as a way of
saying “Thank You.” I certainly intend to.

April 2019

NEXT MEETING
April 12th 6:30PM
Alfano Chevrolet
San Luis Obispo
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today, and the Museum Annex with its
impressive collection of tanks, mobile
artillery, and armored personnel
carriers.
Museum Chairman and
Curator Gary McMasters gave the Club a
fascinating introduction to the base,
including the fact that in 1944 San
Miguel had a population of over 14,000
with four hotels, a movie theater, and
facilities for what the Old West
referred to as, “sporting ladies!”
Lunch at Hunter Ranch Grill in Paso
Robles was a welcome reward for a day
spent behind the wheel and at the
Museum, and Mother Nature (who
drives a C4 Corvette Z06 when not in
uniform) held off the rain until most of
us were safely home.

see this tour de force by Mother Nature,
but we’d recommend going on a week
day because the reports are that on the
weekend Shell Creek Road (and, more
so, Carrizo Plains) looks quite a bit like
the Costco parking lot on the day after
Thanksgiving!
Doug Williamson Appointed
Recruitment Chairman: If you missed
the meeting you will have also missed
the announcement that Doug Williamson
has agreed to serve as the Club’s
Recruitment Chair.
Doug has a good
deal of experience in recruiting and will
be working hard to expand the Club’s
outreach to potential members. Please
give Doug a hand if he asks for you help,
and you might also thank him for taking
on this vital job.

Wildflower Run:
After a near lastminute change of plans, we held our

A Deal on 3M Pro Series Bras: Steve
Buys is the owner/operator of Coastal
Film, the sole Central Coast distributor
of 3M Pro Series bras and hood
protection. He will come to your home
to install his product or you may visit
him in Pismo Beach.
He offers a 5
percent discount to SLO Vette members.
About six months ago he came to our
home in Paso Robles and installed the
bra on my car. If you have been thinking
of putting a plastic bra on your car, I can
recommend Steve and Coastal Film
without hesitation. You can reach him
at 805-709-6357. Coastal Film is located
at 627 Water Street in Pismo Beach.

first mid-week sponsored event on
Thursday, March 28, with a run to Shell
Creek Road to see the wildflower
display. Nine cars participated and, as
you can see by the photo, the drive
from the Santa Margarita Park & Ride
was well worth the effort. We started
the day at Creston’s Loading Chute for
lunch, and then proceeded on to Shell
Creek Road. It’s not too late for you to

The Wave: A brief word about “the
Wave,” or the habit of giving other
Corvettes you meet on the road a wave
as you pass by. It’s a custom that dates
to the early post-WWII era when
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servicemen were bringing exotic little
sports cars back with them from Europe.
MG’s, Austin Healy’s, and Jaguars began
appearing on the road, and their
scarcity and exotic nature led their
owners to wave at each other to
acknowledge a fellow enthusiast and
simply say “Hi!”
When Corvettes
appeared on the road in late 1953 their
drivers took up the habit, even when
some of the snobbier European makes
looked down their collective noses at
the underpowered little Chevy with
serious pretensions. With the growing
popularity of sports cars, the friendly
wave had begun to disappear by the late
50’s and waving took on a proprietary
nature, Porsches waved at Porsches,
MG’s waved at MG’s, and Corvettes
waved at Corvettes.
Sadly, it didn’t
take much longer for even that symbol
of fellowship to disappear. Recently, a
movement to restore the wave among
Corvette owners has begun. In a way,
this fits into the Club’s new effort to
improve our recruitment efforts. Fellow
Corvette drivers are part of special
community of people and a little wave
as you drive by acknowledges that
kinship. So, give passing Corvettes a
wave and, with any luck at all, you’ll
get a wave back.

We’ll see you Friday night, April 12, at
Alfano’s Chevrolet for the April meeting.
Drive safely, laugh frequently, and
remember the Wave.

Lisa really wants this one - - - Russ

Word of Caution for Corvette Owners:
Tom and Donna Thiel joined us on the
Camp Roberts Museum Run. The photo
below shows what can happen to your
Corvette if you leave it out in the rain.
This is a sad tale, and we grieve with
Tom and Donna about the tragedy this
photo captures.

rdsurber@charter.net

Vice President

Denise Surber

THE VP’S SPACE
As of March 9, we have 27 paid 2019
memberships (including two lifetime), which
means we have 27 cars and 47 individuals.
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happen. Jon said the new ownership was
delighted to have this relationship with SLO
Vettes and that it looked forward to working
with us.

We had a prospective member join us for the
Wildflower Run on March 28th.
I hope you all have a couple of copies of the
latest edition of the Membership Application
form in the glove compartment of your
Corvette and other vehicles, too. The latest
edition includes our new meeting location at
Alfano Chevrolet. You should have some of
our business cards handy, too. You never
know when you will spot a Corvette driver
who just might like to visit one of our
meetings, come along on one of our runs, and,
hopefully, join the club. I can supply
additional Membership Application forms and
business cards. Just ask!

Board Attendees: Russ Surber, President
Denise Surber, Vice
President
Jan Dallons, Treasurer
Joe Berkman, Events Chair
Lisa Klockenteger,
Secretary
Total Club Attendees: 19
M e m b e r s h i p : D e n i s e S u r b e r, Vi c e
President

Lisa Klockenteger is working on new,
colorful, user-friendly business cards with a
distinctive design tailored to the Club’s
purpose and activities. She hopes one of the
photos she took during the recent Wildflower
Run will be just what she needs to move
forward with the new card. I’m looking
forward to having new cards with an exciting
new design!

New Members Greeted by Vice President,
Denise Surber
➢ Welcome Packet given to Dick &
Donna (Ramos) Thiel. Donna spoke
about her 1997 Black Corvette and
stated she loves her car and is glad to
be back again with SLO Vettes.

I hope to see you at the April meeting. Denise

➢ Tom Wilkins- New Member was
greeted and has 2 Corvettes. He
resides in Morro Bay and is looking
forward to Club Events.

Secretary

Lisa Klockenteger

➢ A name badge was given to Gerry
Lopez for his wife Anna Lopez.

SLO Vettes March 2019 Club Meeting
Location: Alfano Chevrolet
Date: March 8, 2019

Membership Count: 47 Individual Members
27 Cars

Call to Order: 6:30 pm

Minutes – Secretary Lisa Klockenteger:
Dan Miroballi moved to accept the minutes as
published in the February Newsletter with a
s e c o n d f r o m C h u c k Va r e l a . P a s s e d
unanimously.

Welcome: President Russ Surber welcomed
everyone to the Club’s new meeting venue
and introduced Jon Morris, Alfano Chevrolet
Sales Manager, as the person who made this
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Biltmore Estate located on 125,000 acres with
a 175,000 square foot four story mansion.
Along with this tour, comes a most interesting
strip of highway known as the “Tail of the
Dragon”. There are 318 turns in only 11 miles
of road!! Most appealing to many a Corvette
Driver. If this sounds interesting to you, check
out the “Events” page on the Museum website
to get all the details.

Treasurer Report—Jan Dallons
A motion by Dan Miroballi to accept the
Treasurer’s report was seconded by Georgia
Ott. Passed unanimously.
Reminders:
1. Madonna Inn is scheduled for our
Christmas Party on December 7, 2019
and if
you want to stay there
overnight make your reservations as
soon as possible.
2. Mystery Tour will be September 27,

Newsletter & Website: Jon Dallons
Be sure to visit the website and get updated
on all the club happenings! Jon does a
wonderful job making changes as they
happen. And let people know about our
beautiful website: SLOVETTE.ORG.. It’s
worth bragging about!!

28, 29.

Events Chair: Joe Berkman
Merchandize: Jan Dallons
March & April Club Sponsored Events:
Jan keeps a bare minimum of supplies on
hand. However, she has a book from which
you can order a ton of cool stuff. So, if you
want something, give her a call or ask to see
the merchandise book at our next meeting.

3-9-19 -----Camp Roberts Historical
Museum Run
3-10-19 --- Morro Bay Cruise
CANCELLED—to be rescheduled.
Stay tuned!
4-13-19- —Buellton/Solvang Run
4-28-19---- Old Port Inn and
Lighthouse Run

Old Business:
None

Corvette Museum Report: Lisa
Klockenteger for Absent Don Allen

New Business:
----Russ Surber introduced our new
Recruitment Chair, Doug Williamson.
Doug is looking forward to working on
recruitment of new members and promotion
of the club. He also invites anyone that has
questions about joining to give him a call.

Museum News! You may remember last
month Don spoke of the “Michelin Bash”. An
interesting event during the Bash is a
Museum-in-Motion run (MIM) Also known
as a road trip!! The Museum has runs all over
the place. Including the West Coast and even
Europe. A noteworthy run offered is the
Asheville, North Carolina run. A tour of the

----Jon Dallons reminded everyone of our Hot
August Night Site Sponsor, El Camino Real
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Car Wash. They do a great job of washing
Corvettes.

50/50 Drawing at our new Sponsor/
Meeting Place Alfano Chevrolet Total: $88
Winner: $44 Harald Suschke….. Congrats to
Harald!!

----Lisa Klockenteger has been working on a
project to redo our business cards.
She
reviewed her ideas and the general design of
the new card which will have space to write
your name and contact number. This will be
another great way to build club membership.

Next Monthly Meeting: April 12, 2019
Location: Alfano Chevrolet in SLO
Time: 6:00pm Meet & Greet
Business Begins: 6:30pm Sharp

Sunshine Report: Lisa Klockenteger

Meeting adjourned: 7:18 pm
Submitted by your Secretary
Lisa Klockenteger
lisaklockenteger@gmail.com

First and foremost I must admit I passed by
the Suschke’s and Thiel’s as having
Anniversaries in the month of March when
we were all at our monthly meeting.
I do apologize and hope they all had a
wonderful “Special Day”.

Events

Joe Berkman
April Events: We have events!
A brief review of March. Our Camp
Roberts event was enjoyed by all. The
museum is a great resource and provides
a historical account of its uses. Our lunch
at Hunter Ranch: perfect. The wildflowers
of San Luis County provided a colorful
background for the Corvettes parked
alongside them. A thank you to Russ for
getting these events off the ground.
And coming April, events for all to enjoy.
Saturday April 13 will be our Buellton/
Solvang get together. The Figueroa Mtn
Brewing Co. will be our first stop for
lunch. We stopped there last year and we
all enjoyed the selection of beverages
and food. After lunch we head to Solvang.
Just down the road from lunch we will
proceed to the Elverhoj Museum of
History and Art. Reading about it on their
website- it should be of interest to all.
$5.00 donation suggested. And now for
the details.

Happy Birthday to: Deb Breece
Mike Nemec
Rex Ott
Robin Rolson

!

!

Anniversary & Birthday List…. Please be
sure to let the Sunshine Reporter know of any
Special Events or Happenings you want
shared in the newsletter!!

Happy Anniversary to:
Joanne Nemec

Mike &

Poor Don Allen is hobbling
around these days after major
foot surgery.
But he is a
trooper and plans to get back
in his car this summer for the
Caravan Run to Bowling Green, KY! Keep
him in your prayers for a speedy recovery.
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Where/ When to meet.
North county folks meet at the Santa
Margarita park and ride off the Santa
Margarita exit of Hwy 101. Please arrive
by 9:40 AM as we will leave by 10 AM.
South county folks will meet the North
county at the old Costco parking lot
located at E.Stowell Rd and S. Bradley
Rd directly off Hwy 101 in Santa Maria.
The north county should arrive round
10:45 AM. No accounting for traffic so
that time is approximate. Please note our
route to Buellton will not be on Hwy 101
but on side roads which will result in a far
more interesting ride. Maps will be
handed out at the Santa Maria meeting
spot. A big thanks to Jon for guiding us
from Santa Maria to lunch. Take along
your radio, channel 10 to communicate
while on the road.
Our second event for April will take place
on Sunday the 28th.
A big thank you goes to Chuck and Zan
Varela for organizing our event: A private
tour of the Point San Luis lighthouse.
Founded in 1890 the lighthouse has been
helping mariners navigate the area safely
since then. Just for us Slovettes! It will
be a grand event. After the lighthouse
tour we will have lunch at the Olde Port
Inn on the pier.
And now details provided by Chuck:
Take the Avila Beach Drive west to Wild
Cherry Rd, turn right then immediately left
into parking lot. Wild Cherry Rd is on half
mile past the bridge leaving Avila to Port
San Luis. Please arrive there no later
than 10:15 AM for a 10:30 pick up by the
SLO Light House Trolley. If you miss the
Trolley, you will miss the event. Tour fee
is $25 per person. Following the tour, the
Trolley will return us to the parking lot. by
12:15 PM.

Port San Luis Pier. We are trying to get
clearance to park at the end of the pier,
does not look hopeful at this time. As it is
a bit of a walk to the end of the pier, there
are a few handicap parking spaces at the
end of the pier.
I understand the tour is fun and
informative, they have requested a
minimum of 20 people for the tour. If we
don't get RSVP's for 20, I would suggest
opening it up for friends of members.
Lets ask for signs ups before April 21 st in
order to let the lighthouse and restaurant
know our numbers.
Additional details such as north county
meeting place and time will be in an email
closer to the time of our tour. Take along
your radio we communicate on channel
10 on the way.
And please, I repeat please. let me know
by email: pinesandoaks@gmail.com,
phone: 805-591-9966 (leave a msg if I
don't answer) teletype, telegram or carrier
pigeon if you are going to attend our get
togethers. It really helps with planning.
Thats all for now. Questions and
comments always welcome.
Joe Berkman Events
pinesandoaks@gmail.com

Assemble for Lunch at 12:45 pm at The
Old Port Inn, located at the end of the
7

Sunday April 28th a private tour of the Point San Luis Lighthouse
Founded in 1890 guiding ships safely for over a century

Arrive no later than 10:15 am for a trolley ride to the lighthouse
After our tour 12:45 pm we will have lunch at the historic Olde Port Inn at the end of the pier.

Please check our April newsletter for details on this and other events for Slovettes
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spend thirteen days, including three days
in London and three days in Paris, before
enjoying a week trackside with exclusive
access to Team Corvette and other great
venues planned by the NCM. Professional
guides will escort the group and assist
with travels.

Corvette Museum Ambassador

Don Allen

Museum News

Additionally, a viewing party will be held
June 15-16 at the Museum’s Chevrolet
Theater featuring a direct commercialfree video feed shown on a 28 foot giant
screen.
Live scoring, timing,
refreshments and live Skypes with Team
Corvette are included to make this as
close to being there as possible.

Donations
Ron and Lori Galt of Crawford, Texas took
delivery of their 2005 Daytona Sunset
Orange Coupe at the Museum and joined
as Lifetime Members the same day. They
drove it all over the US and when it came
time for a C7, they again chose the
Museum Delivery option for a 2019 Grand
Sport.

2 5 th A n n i v e r s a r y a n d t h e
National Corvette Caravan (who is going
and event news)

Now what to do with the C6?
They
shared so many great memories with it
that they decided to donate it to the
Museum. The details were worked out
and the Galts drove the C6 to the
Museum, took delivery of the C7, and
drove it home. To see the video and to
get the rest of the story, go to: https://
www.corvettemuseum.org/2005-daytonasunset-orange-corvette-donated/

As you already know, Jeanne and I intend
to participate in the National Corvette
Caravan and the Celebration at the
Museum. Lisa Klockenteger also plans to
join with us and the Southwest Caravan
participants for a leg or two of the trip.
We have over 190 Corvettes at last count
leaving the Rose Bowl and it is estimated
to grow to as high as 230 by August.

Upcoming Events

Past club members, Judy Morris and Jerry
Courteau will be driving with the Pacific
Central Caravan that includes northern
California, northern Nevada, and Utah.
They will be joining with our group

24 Hours of Le Mans
The 24 Hours of Le Mans will be featured
this year in two ways. Participants in the
Museum In Motion trip to France will
9

( S o u t h w e s t ) , t h e Te x a s Pa n h a n d l e Oklahoma Caravan, and the MissouriKansas Caravan in Cape Girardeau, MO.
Together, we will all drive from there to
the Museum. That should be a sight.

person. Residency is not an issue. The
only exceptions that allow purchases are
when you are in Kansas or Montana
because those states have a reciprocity
agreement with Kentucky Gaming. I will
keep you updated.

I was very pleasantly surprised this week
to learn that past club members, Chris
and Glenna Petrush will also be attending
the Celebration. Chris said they will be
driving with the Atlantic Caravan and we
look forward to finding them in Bowling
Green among thousands of Corvettes
expected to be at there.

NCM Insurance Update
Calls have been pouring in regarding
mileage restrictions and the upcoming
National Caravan in August. While only a
few of us are participating in the 25
Anniversary Celebration, this piece of
info was sent out to all the Museum
Ambassadors regarding the insurance
could be of interest to all of us insured
by the Museum. I called to ask about
increasing our mileage for the trip and
the cost was very reasonable. I don’t
think we will need it but I wanted to
keep my options open. Here is the text
of the email.

The latest rumor about the event
suggests that GM may reveal the long
awaited 2020 mid-engine C8 at the NCM
25 th Anniversary Celebration.
What
better place to market this new design to
a captive audience of Corvette
enthusiasts than the Museum. No other
car has its own museum to display its
history and pedigree.
After all, GM
typically displays new models at the
Museum’s annual Michelin Bash. A late
August release would also give GM more
time to work any bugs out before going
public with the design.
More on this
topic
at:
https://
www.corvetteblogger.com/2019/02/19/
five-reasons-why-the-c8-corvette-revealshould-be-held-at-the-ncms-25thanniversary/

With the Caravan coming up this
year, we want to clear up any
confusion there may be with how
our mileage programs work.
Unfortunately, there is no way for
us or the carrier to "forgive miles"
used to travel to the NCM for the
25th.
We d o h a v e o p t i o n s f o r o u r
customers, however:

I can’t imagine what it would be like to
be present during the release of such a
remarkable car. It will be one of the
most important days in the history of the
Corvette.

- Our customers with us have rollover miles. Any unused miles roll
o v e r f r o m y e a r t o y e a r. F o r
example: if a customer is on the
3,000 mile plan and has only
driven 2,000 miles - the 1,000
unused miles roll over to the next
policy cycle.

For information on all NCM events, go to:
h t t p s : / / w w w. c o r v e t t e m u s e u m . o r g /
explore/events/
Raffles

- If you or a fellow club member
simply needs more miles, just call
us. We have 3 mileage plans that
we offer on a yearly basis, 1,000,
3,000, or 6,000 miles or less. We
can make an exception for
Caravan participants for the
Unlimited Mileage plans for the
rest of their current policy period.

The Museum’s Corvette Raffle fundraising
program remains as reported last month.
To participate, entrants must physically
be inside Kentucky when they buy a
ticket regardless of whether the sale is
by phone, electronic device, or in
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We know there will be many
customers coming to the see us for
the Caravan activities and we are
happy to make these changes.

they come.
March was a good month
with GM offering zero interest for 72
months for all remaining 2018 models.
Of course since 2018 was the shortest run
on record, maybe since 1983, there were
less than 500 cars left. Maybe GM will
continue that deal or something similar
for remaining 2019?

Please let your members know
they can reach out to us if they
have any questions, or if they
need to make this change. We are
in the office Monday – Friday from
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. CT. Our contact
information is below:

Mid-Engine C8 Spy Info and Latest News

Phone: 877.678.7626
Email: info@ncminsurance.com

If you are interested in the new midengine design C8, here are a few links
that will take you to the latest info on
the car and when it might hit the
showrooms.
Assembly Plant and Corvette Info

Here is a link to a really great video
entitled “Autoline After Hours” that
recorded a casual discussion among four
media/industry insiders about not only
the C8 but all the history within GM that
led to the release of a mid-engine design
sports car built for the general consumer.
Did you know there have been twelve
different mid-engine prototypes built
over the years? This car has been a long
time in the making!
Additionally, the
discussion includes the reasoning behind
GM’s decisions.

Assembly Plant tours are back up and
running, sort of anyway. Tours are being
offered to Lifetime and Spire Members
that will be present for the Michelin Bash
event in April. 100 VIP guests will be
allowed to participate in one of the 45
minute tours for a donation of $500 each
to the Museum. Groups are limited to 20
persons so these should be very intimate.
Kai Spande, the Plant Manager, says that
Corvette is aware that the car’s success
revolves around the personal interaction
and support of its ownership base. I am
hoping that normal (and reasonable
priced) tours will resume by the time of
the 25 th Anniversary Celebration so
Jeanne and I can check out the
remodeled plant.

The discussion addresses topics such as:
• How much will it cost?
• What powerplants will be offered?
• Stick shift or automatic
transmission?
• When and where will it be
released?
• Why now?
• Who inside GM pushed for the new
design?

Wi t h t h a t 2 3 0 p l u s d a y s u p p l y o f
Corvettes sitting on dealers’ lots, one
would expect some discounts. Well, here
11

When did GM originally give the
design the green light for
production?
What obstacles prevented this
design from production years ago?
When can I order one?

knowledge needed to get 550 horsepower
out of 4.2 liter engine. For more see:
h t t p s : / / w w w. c o r v e t t e b l o g g e r. c o m /
2019/03/18/cadillac-chief-no-sharing-ofthe-blackwing-v8-motor-outside-ofcadillac/

As I said, this is really an education on
the development of the new C8. Check
it out at:
https://www.youtube.com/
w
a
t
c
h
?
v=owfv8EvlO80&mc_cid=5242313839&mc_
eid=853feef3f9

Dealers are already taking deposits on
2020 C8 Corvettes. Kerbeck Chevrolet in
Atlantic City, New Jersey, probably the
largest Corvette volume single dealer, is
asking for a $1000 deposit to place a
person’s name on a list to reserve a car.
See the fine details at:
http://
gmauthority.com/blog/2019/03/dealerbegins-taking-deposits-for-mid-enginec8-corvette/

•
•
•

Interesting that Kerbeck makes this offer
when internal documents listing when
each GM car will be available for dealer
orders shows the Corvette’s start date is
yet to be determined. Maybe they still
have glitches but are considered minor or
at least manageable.
https://
www.corvetteblogger.com/2019/02/27/
pic-internal-gm-document-showsplanned-start-of-the-2020-model-yearcorvette-to-be-determined/

Attention performance drivers. Here is a
good article from a driver’s perspective
touting the advantages of a mid-engine
design and why it is such a logical
progression for Corvettes. Andy Pilgrim
is an experienced race car driver in all
types of racing venues. He was selected
by GM when they stepped back into
racing with Team Corvette in the C5.
Andy is now in charge of driving
instruction at the NCM Motorsports Park.
I have always said one reason the new
design was to keep Team Corvette
competitive with the Ford GT and the
Porsche 911 RSR cars in the GTLM
WeatherTech series and LeMans.
Read
A n d y ’s c o m m e n t s a t :
https://
www.corvetteonline.com/features/andypilgrim-explains-the-benefits-of-a-midengine-corvette/

Do dealers have order sheets and specs
for the C8? One Corvette Forum member
claims to have gone to Canada and
looked at special order sheets so he
could spec out a new C8. There is some
question as to the validity of the claim
but he did provide photos of order forms
complete with equipment codes that
could be unique to a new model. They
even list color combinations.
See for
yourself at:
https://jalopnik.com/
colors-options-for-mid-engine-corvettedetailed-in-app-1833499336
Meanwhile C8 prototype test mules are
seen being tested all around the country.
Neither rain, nor snow, etc., seems to be
deterring the factory drivers from
racking up the miles. From Florida, to
Arizona, to the snow in Detroit, cars are
everywhere.
https://
www.corvetteblogger.com/2019/03/05/
spied-the-c8-mid-engine-corvettes-aretesting-again-in-south-florida/?

When it comes to the possibility of using
C a d d y ’s t w i n t u r b o V 8 i n t h e C 8
Corvette, the President of Cadillac says,
“Over my dead body.”
Cadillac’s
Blackwing engine is assembled in the
Corvette Plant in Bowling Green;
probably because of the level of
12

utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=e
mail&utm_campaign=corvette_sales_new
s_lifestyle_daily_recap&utm_term=201903-21

314672/chevy-c8-corvette-storagespace/
and
https://
www.corvetteblogger.com/2019/03/22/
rumor-the-c8-mid-engine-corvette-willallegedly-hold-two-golf-bags/

One spy shot even catches the President
of GM riding shotgun in one car running
in a pack with others in Arizona.
https://www.motor1.com/news/308385/
c8-corvette-fleet-spied-president/
Why
would Mark Reuss go for a ride in the new
C8 if it wasn’t close to release? If they
weren’t ready, maybe Mark should have
at least worn a Groucho Marx disguise?
Sounds like they have most of the bugs
w o r k e d o u t n o w.
https://
www.corvetteblogger.com/2019/03/11/
car-and-drivers-don-sherman-downloadson-the-technical-issues-facing-the-c8corvette/

For the rest of us that might consider
taking our Corvettes out for an extended
road trip such as the National Corvette
Caravan, we need a compartment more
akin to the C5 and later. While the new
C8 might have a small storage area in the
very rear of the car, it won’t be
sufficient for any sizable amount of
luggage. I guess C8 buyers could always
put their cars on a car trailer and tow it
to Bowling Green. Somehow how I think
they would be missing the real
experience.
What will they name the new C8
Corvette?
There has been lots of
speculation such as Manta Ray or Zora,
after the Zora Duntov, the Corvette’s
legendary Chief Engineer and considered
by most to be the “Father of the
Corvette”.
Spy photos of the car’s
interior suggest it will still be a Stingray
(one word). A leaked order sheet with
2020 model codes also use the Stingray
name.
Interestingly the form only
includes a coupe and convertible but no
Z06 or Grand Sport. Of course first year
Corvettes never include those models.
See the photos and the order sheet at:
h t t p s : / / w w w. c o r v e t t e b l o g g e r. c o m /
2019/03/08/spied-new-c8-mid-engineinterior-spy-photo-reveals-stingrayname/

I have always thought GM should
continue to build the front-engine
Corvette alongside the mid-engine design
regardless if the costs of both are
somewhat close.
The latest spy shots
and rumors suggest the C8’s frunk (that’s
a trunk that is in the front of the car
rather than the rear) is much smaller
than the storage area of a C7.

To l e a r n m o r e a b o u t t h e M u s e u m ,
upcoming events, exhibits, the Corvette
Assembly Plant, and to plan your next
visit, please contact me directly or visit
the
NCM
website
at
www.corvettemuseum.org.

Using the long-established standard of
measure, the frunk will hold the
necessary requirements and that being
two sets of golf clubs. Of course, if you
chose the rumored ultra-high
performance option that includes
electric motors mounted in the front of
the car, the frunk would be little more
than a glove box and maybe for only one
glove. https://www.motor1.com/news/

Respectfully submitted,
Don Allen, National Corvette Museum
Ambassador for SLO Vettes

don.allen318@gmail.com

Corvettes for Kids with Cancer
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their lives against this dreaded condition
are young individuals who are just
starting out at living their lives. Rather
than enjoying their youth, having carefree and fun-filled days, they are faced
with various therapies in an attempt to roll
back or reduce the effects of cancer’s
decay.

Here is an interesting article I ran across
on the CorvetteOnLine.com website. We
have all heard of the great services being
offered free of charge at St Jude’s
Children’s Hospital.
What could be
better to cheer up patients and visitors
than coloring books featuring Corvettes?
Please take a minute to check out a
reprint of the article.
Don

St. Jude’s Children’s Research
Hospital is one entity that is searching to
not only treat childhood cancer, but to find
ways to eradicate it altogether. The St
Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital,
based in Memphis, Tennessee, has
helped children fight cancer from all 50
states and around the world. Likewise,
treatments invented at St. Jude have
helped push the overall childhood cancer
survival rate from 20% to more than 80%
since it opened more than 50 years ago.

Coloring Books Helping
Those Coping With
Cancer

By ANDY BOLIG MARCH 06, 2019

There is hardly any individual who has
not been affected, whether directly or
indirectly, with cancer’s insidious devices.
Many of those today who are fighting for

Who wouldn’t enjoy having a solidaxle Corvette to take their mind off of
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life’s challenges, even if it is just
coloring between the lines?

Bubbe’s interests, and talents, carry
over into every generation of Corvette.
His illustrations are a playful recreation of the classic styling that we
all love.

Families of cancer patients at St. Jude’s
never receive a bill for their services
provided. Instead, St. Jude’s relies upon
the generous support through donors and
others who help share the burden of
finding a cure. One such individual is
Bubbe Locke. He has decided to use his
illustrating talent to help lighten the
burden of those individuals and families
receiving treatment at St. Jude.

Bubbe has opened up a Shopify page to
help defer the costs of producing and
shipping the books to St. Jude’s. Anyone
who would like to help place these
coloring books into the hands of young
patients can donate through this link.
Once printed, the coloring book will have
the names and cities of each donor, so
that the children of St. Jude’s can see
that their support group reaches far
outside of the hospital walls. Check out
the coloring book and consider helping
Bubbe bring a ray of joy into the rooms of
n u m e r o u s c h i l d r e n a t S t . J u d e ’s
Children’s Research Hospital.

Bubbe has comprised an all-Corvette
coloring book titled Color Me Gone that
he will be printing and providing to those
being served by St. Jude’s along with
crayons, to help them momentarily take
their minds off their fight for life. Serving
customers with his illustrations of their
cars for years, Bubbe wants to bring his
talent to those within St. Jude’s care, in
hopes of bringing a little joy into their lives
and hospital rooms.

https://www.corvetteonline.com/news/
coloring-books-helping-those-copingwith-cancer/
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