
 

MISCELLANEOUS RAMBLINGS 
I’m writing this from our little apartment in 
Santa Fe, New Mexico, where we come each 
year at this time to satisfy our passion for 
opera.  But, like most things in life, the 
journey is more important than the 
destination and that certainly has been the 
case this year.  We started out in Brian 
Head, Utah, at a resort really designed for 
the ski season but perfect for our needs, 
which involved visiting nearby national 
parks.  The entire area is a Corvette owner’s 
dream, with one lane, well-maintained 
roads winding through stunning vistas and 
very little traffic.  And so, though driving 
our much loved 2007 Jeep Patriot, “Jenny,” 
we were on the lookout for Corvettes and, 
indeed, we found many.  To our surprise, we 
would estimate that over half of the Vettes 
we saw were C5’s, and of those white and 
silver were by far the favorite color choices.  
In Bryce Canyon NP, we even saw a very 
lovely, well-maintained C3 in “Brian & Becky 
Cyester” Orange! 

Unfortunately, on our return from Bryce 
Canyon we met a well-accoutered buck 
deer, and in the process of trying not to 
send him to his Maker, we managed to hit 
several 4x4” posts, a cement curb, and a 
metal warning sign guarding a culvert that 
crossed the road.  Long story short, our 
dear, sweet Jenny is now at Del Ray’s Auto 
Body in Cedar City awaiting a decision by 
our insurance company on whether it should 
be totaled.  Now this is clearly a case of age 
discrimination.  Jenny is ten years old and 
has put about 111,600 miles on her running 
gear since we adopted her, which means 
that her Blue Book value is probably less 
than the cost of repair.  We have very mixed 
feelings.  We’ve driven Jenny along so many 
bouncy, rutted back roads in California, 
Arizona, and New Mexico that she has 
become a living part of our family. 

That said, the damage was extensive and 
even if repaired could come back to haunt 
us, probably 200 miles from nowhere just as 
the sun was going down and with no cell 
service.  Whatever happens, the good news 
is that neither of us were hurt, beyond the 
shock that accompanies any accident, and 
all of the people who we counted on to 
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assist us, from the good folk at AAA and our 
insurance company, USAA, to Joel the tow 
truck driver who calmed us down and after 
dropping off the car at Del Ray’s drove us to 
our motel (we had to spend the night to get 
a rental in the morning), to the good people 
at Enterprise, and the incredible staff at 
Cedar Breaks Lodge and Resort in Brian 
Head, who held our hands and helped us 
move on. 

But, back to business.  Weren’t you 
impressed by last month’s Newsletter?  
Cindy Tully did a spectacular job and 
deserves all our thanks and appreciation for 
taking on the job and then doing it so well.   

From various sources, I’ve learned that the 
Hot El Camino Nites event was a success, 

well-attended, and a lot of fun for 
everyone.  It is one of the most looked 
forward to annual events of the Club, and 
we thank Brian Cyester for making the 
arrangements at the car wash, Dave Breece 
for putting the event together, and Jon & 
Jan Dallons and their volunteer support for 
their help in making sure we all were well-
fed.  I also understand that the Club picked 
up a new member at the event.  

And, speaking of annual events, 
S e p t e m b e r h a s b e e n t h e 
traditional time the Dallons and 
Surbers lead off a brave gang of 
adventurers on the Annual 
Magical Mystery Tour.  This year 

on September 22 we’ll be heading out to, . . 
. well, you know, we’ll be going somewhere 
specia l where we’ l l eat wel l , see 
magnificent sights, enjoy one another’s 
company, and generally have fun driving our 
wonderful cars on roads seemed specially 
designed just for them.  It’s too late to sign 
up for this year, but keep your calendars 
flexible for September 2018 when we’ll be 
off again. 

Two final items.  First, it was a very special 
moment at last month’s meeting when Dan 
Miroballi was awarded Lifetime Membership 
in SLO Vettes for his and Vivian’s 
contribution to the Club.  As always, Dan 
was modest about the honor and reminded 
us, again, of why the Miroballi’s have been 
such an integral part of the Club.  
Congratulations to Dan! 

Second, believe it or not, it’s time to start 
thinking of electing new Club officers for 
2018.  I will be asking for volunteers to join 
a nominating committee that will come up 
with a slate of candidates for these posts: 

•President 

•Vice President 

•Secretary 

•Treasurer 

•Events Chair 

Membersh ip on 
the nominating committee is one of the key 
jobs in the Club, because the Club’s success 
depends in large measure on the women and 
men they persuade, convince, and sweet 
talk into standing for office.  So, if you 
would be interested, please let me know as 
soon as possible.  Because we’re still on the 
road and will be until the end of August an 
email to rdsurber@charter.net would be the 
best way to let me know you’re willing to 
serve on the nominating committee. 

Be happy and drive safely, 

Russ  
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Dan Miroballi Awarded a Lifetime 
Membership for Service to SLO 
Vettes 

At the August meeting Dan Miroballi was 
awarded a Lifetime Membership in SLO 
Vettes in recognition of his and Vivian’s 
many contributions to the life and spirit 
of the Club.  By way of example, 
President Russ pointed out that 
attending Club meetings hasn’t been a 
simple task for Dan and Vivian, 
considering that they have lived in 
Lompoc or at Lake Nacimiento for most 
of the time they have been members, 
which means their monthly commute to 
and from the Club meeting has been 
something on the order of 100 miles!  
Likewise, Dan’s courageous refusal to let 
illness interfere with his life has been an 
inspiration for us all, and his smiling 
face and gracious demeaner have added 
to the joy of Club gatherings wherever 
they may have been.  I am certain that 
we all join in congratulating Dan on his 
Lifetime Membership, and thanking him 
for all he has done for SLO Vettes.  
Finally, we would be remiss not to 
mention that Dan drove his Corvette 
from Lompoc to IHOP in San Luis Obispo 
for the August meeting and, no, he 
didn’t know he was going to be the high 
point of the month’s meeting. 
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Monthly Meeting Minutes  

August 11, 2017  

IHOP Restaurant, San Luis Obispo 

SLO Vettes President Russ Surber called the 
meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  All of the 
Board Members were present with a total of 
28 people in attendance.  

President Surber started the meeting 
complementing Cindy Tully on her 1st edition 
of the SLO Vettes newsletter.  President 
Surber then talked about Dan and Vivian 
Miroballi and their dedication to our club 
and presented Dan with a plaque for a 
lifetime membership.   

Membership:  Vice President/Membership 
Chair John Beaman announced that the club 
now has 42 cars and a total of 77 members.     
   
Minutes:   Dan Miroballi moved to accept 
the draft minutes and the motion was 
seconded by Ron Berkel.  The motion passed 
on a unanimous voice vote.   

Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Jan Dallons 
was absent and Denise Surber reported on 
the club’s income and expenses from July 
17, through August 11th, 2017 as well as 
year to date totals.  Georgia Ott made a 
motion to accept the report and David Jess 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed on 
a unanimous voice vote. 

Events:  Events Chair Dave Breece talked 
about the upcoming Hot El Camino Nights 
Cruise and club BBQ in Atascadero on August 
18th.  Denise passed out a signup sheet for 
Salads/desserts.  

Jon Dallons mentioned that 9 cars were 
going on the mystery run in September, 2017 

and T-shirts were available for purchase to 
anyone interested. 

National Corvette Museum:  Museum 
Liaison Don Allen reported on events and 
fundraising at the museum.   Please see his 
article in this month’s newsletter for 
specifics.    

Newsletter:  Newsletter chair Cindy Tully 
was absent.  Russ gave Cindy cudos for 
taking over this position.  

Website:  Webmaster Jon Dal lons 
announced that he has updated the club 
roster and added some new photos on the 
website.  Jon requested photos from the 
Templeton 4th of July parade.  

Sunshine:  Sunshine Chair Deb Breece 
announced birthdays and anniversaries.    

Merchandise:  Merchandise Chair Valerie 
Cochran was absent. 

Old Business:  None. 

New Business:  Tom Horner had 2 tickets to 
give away to anyone interested in attending 
the Hans Zimmer concert at the Santa 
Barbara Bowl on Sunday August 13th. 

50/50 Drawing:  Denise Surber sold $70.00 
worth of tickets and Dan Miroballi won 
$35.00.   

Other announcements:  Brian Cyester 
donated a Corvette license plate frame 
which was auctioned off and Sharon Grasser 
was the winner.  

President Surber adjourned the meeting at 
7:18 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jeanne Allen,  
  
Secretary 
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MUSEUM NEWS 

     

On August 21st The Museum is just a few 
hundred yards off the path of the solar 
eclipse and is expecting to experience a 
99.98% total eclipse.  Visitors will get the 
chance to observe: 

 

Former NASA astronaut, Andrew Allen will 
be filming for Car and Driver Magazine at 
the Motorsports Park.  He will be driving 
a Corvette into the darkness. 

T h e C o r v e t t e S t o r e w i l l h a v e 
commemorative viewing glasses and t-
shirts for sale. 

The Corvette Café will partner with Moon 
Pie to offer specia l So lar Ec l ipse 
Sundaes:  Orange sherbet with a mini 
chocolate Moon Pie on top. 

Rides in historic Corvettes on a 3 mile 
loop near the Museum will be available 
for $20.  Several cars will be available 
and you get to choose your ride. 

*Late news:  The four-lap package is free 
for R8C (Museum Delivery) Buyers. 

The Mu seum i s p r ov i d i n g s e ve ra l 
different ways for you to show your 
support and to recognize your business, 
your family, or anything else with special 
meaning to you.  Bricks are some of the 
more popular avenues people use to 
donate to the Museum.  Below are three 
examples of the many choices offered.  
There are several logo options available 
and the donor chooses the wording.  How 
cool would it be to visit the museum and 
see a pe rmanen t s ymbo l o f you r 
dedication?    

                 
The square bricks are cast into the 
outdoor sidewalks leading to the Museum 
entrance.  They vary in size and prices.  
A 4”x8” standard brick is $100 for 
members and $125 for non-members.   

                   

The 8” hexagon bricks are cast into 
Corvette Boulevard located inside the 
Museum.  Again, the donor chooses the 
logo (C1-C7 and the NMC Spire) and three 
lines of text (2 lines if a C7 logo is 
selected).  Members pay $200 and non-
members pay $250.  
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Duplicate (souvenir) bricks are also 
available for you to keep for $75.  Also 
pictured above is a Numbered Flint Brick.  
The factory where the 300 original 1953 
Corvettes were built was demolished in 
2003 and GM donated all the bricks from 
t h e b u i l d i n g t o t h e M u s e u m .  
Unnumbered bricks are only $5.  For $25, 
you can have an engraved numbered 
brick which comes with a certificate of 
authenticity. 

Other dedication options are available to 
donors including dedicated entryway 
tiles, benches, trees, and theater seats.  
For ideas, details, and pricing, go to:  
h t tp s : //www.co rve t temuseum.o rg/
s u p p o r t / b r i c k s - a n d - d e d i c a t i o n -
opportunities/ 

 

Remember last month when I said not 
everything at the Museum is about 

Corvettes.  How about this for a human 
interest story?  The Museum received a 
letter from Amy East asking if the 
Museum could arrange a way for her son 
to participate in the Engine Building 
Experience at the Assembly Plant.  
Darren Pickren is a 19 year old Corvette 
enthusiast and a mechanical engineering 
student at Mercer University in Macon, 
Georgia.  Darren had been diagnosed 
with Hodgkin’s Lymphoma and was about 
to start chemo.  Typical of people in his 
situation, he was very depressed and she 
was hop ing the exper ience would 
brighten his outlook. 

While the Assembly Plant was unable to 
answer Amy’s request, the Museum was 
able to step in.  The Museum restores 
donated cars for display and a C6 Z06 
was being restored and needed a fresh 
engine.  Darren was asked to assist 
Daniel Decker, a technician in the NCM 
Maintenance and Preservation shop, in 
performing the task.  The engine work 
and installation was completed with 
Darren’s help and now Darren has a 
whole new outlook on life.  He has 
comp le ted h i s t r ea tmen t s and i s 
preparing for his return to class.  For 
more on this story, please go to:  
h t tp s : //www.co rve t temuseum.o rg/
building-engines-to-brighten-days/ 

Upcoming NCM Events 
 

This year Kentucky 
is celebrating its 
225th anniversary as 
a s t a t e a n d t o 
commemorate the 
occasion, the NCM is 
f e a t u r i n g a 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
d i s p l a y i n t h e 
E x h i b i t H a l l t o 

s h o w c a s e t h e 
different types of transportation that 
have been connected to Kentucky in 
some way.  Kentucky, 225 years on the 
Move will run from August 28, 2017 
through May, 2018. 
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November is Military Appreciation Month 
at the Museum.  The Museum salutes 

m e m b e r s a n d 
the immediate 
families of the 
military, police, 
and firefighters 
by offering free 
admission.  The 
Vets and Vettes 
c e l e b r a t i o n 
k i c k s o f f t h e 
celebration on 
N o v e m b e r 2 n d 
through the 4th.  
Events include a 
d a y a t t h e 
Motorsports Park 

where vets get to ride around the track 
in Corvettes that are owned and driven 
by other vets and those that support 
them.  Road tours, lunches, dinners and 
a Veterans’ Day Parade through Bowling 
Green are also planned.  For the full 
agenda and registration information, go 
to:  https://www.corvettemuseum.org/
even t/ve t s - n - ve t te s - p re sen ted -by -
mobil-1/?instance_id=630 

Info on all events can be found at: 
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/
explore/events/ 
 

Raffles    (Don’t forget, the Museum 
Delivery Experience is included. 

For more information on the cars and to 
purchase tickets, go to: https://

store.corvettemuseum.org/corvette-
raffle 
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2017 Long Beach Red Corvette Grand Sport 
Coupe Raffle, Thursday, Sept 1, 2017 at 

2pm CT  
Tickets are $200 and limited to 1000 

tickets. 

 

2018 Arctic White Corvette Coupe Raffle 
Thursday, September 14, 2017 at 2pm CT.  

Tickets are $150 and limited to 1000 
tickets. 

2017 Torch Red Corvette Coupe Raffle, 
Thursday, Sept 2, 2017 at 2pm CT  

Tickets are $10 with no limit to the 
number of tickets sold. 

 

https://www.corvettemuseum.org/event/vets-n-vettes-presented-by-mobil-1/?instance_id=630
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/events/
https://store.corvettemuseum.org/corvette-raffle


Assembly Plant 

On July 27, 2017, the final Corvette 
rolled off the “old assembly line” and 
the factory was shut down so the planned 
upgrades could be performed.  It was a 
2018 non-Z51 torch red coupe.  No 
photos have been released yet but I 
expect they will be coming soon.  No 
mention as to who bought the car or 
where it was being sent…..yet.   

And while we are on the subject of the 
assembly plant shutdown, there is some 
speculation about the desirability of the 
pre-shutdown v post-remodeling cars.  
T h e r e m a y b e s o m e c o n t r o v e r s y 
regarding quality issues.  Do you want 
something from the tried and true old 
assembly line or something maybe built 
while they work the bugs out?  Will 
consumers care when their car was built?  
Can you really tell which cars are which?  
Th i s a r t i c le has some in te res t ing 
thoughts on the subject and identifies 
the major differences between the 
“early” and “late” 2018 models:  http://
www.corvetteblogger.com/2017/08/03/
will-plant-shutdown-create-disparity-
e a r l y - l a t e - 2 0 1 8 - c o r v e t t e s / ?
utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=e
mail&utm_campaign=corvette_sales_new
s_lifestyle_daily_recap&utm_term=2017-
08-08 

Miscellaneous Corvette Ramblings 

 

 

New spy photos suggest the ZR1 is 
nearing release.  While less camouflage 
is being used to conceal the sleek lines 
of the newest version of the supercar; 
the speculation over the powerplant 
continues to thrive.  Will it be the LT4 
u s e d i n t h e Z 0 6 w i t h a l a r g e r 
supercharger, the new LT5 with dual 
overhead cams, or something else?  The 
latest news from Mercury Marine (since 
reported in last month’s article in this 
newsletter) is that they are willing to 
build an engine for the Corvette, but 
they say GM has not contacted them as 
of yet.  I wonder if they would really 
confess?  For more, go to:  https://
w w w. c a r w a l e . c o m / n e w s / a l l n e w -
chevrolet-corvette-zr1-nears-production-
form-30410/ 

 

Rumors have it that the Camaro and the 
Corvette could be marketed in Australia 
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in 2018 and 2019 respectively.  GM has 
finally resolved the concern that the 
Australian government agency overseeing 
trademarks had with the Corvette 
emblems.  If you recall, I reported 
previously that the Aussies thought it too 
closely resembled the Red Cross emblem.  
After four resubmissions, GM came up 
with a design that included two crossed 
flags: one with a unique version of the 
Chevy bowtie and the other with a 
checkered pattern.  The crossed flags 
cannot include the traditional Corvette 
colors.  As a result, Corvettes destined 
for Australia will have very unique 
badging.  Wish I could show you an 
example but GM hasn’t released it yet.  
(http://gmauthority.com/blog/2017/08/
general-motors-wraps-up-legal-battle-to-
use-corvette-badge-in-australia/ ) 
 

Holden, GM’s brand in Australia, is said 
to have a deal to convert the Camaro to 
right-hand drive.  More importantly, 
Holden says the next generation Corvette 
(C8) can be built in either right or left-
hand drive configurations.  Sean Poppitt, 
Holden’s PR boss told the press that 
“there’s plenty of exciting products, 
including the top-secret sports-car, 
coming at us but I’m not in a position to 
comment.” Prices are predicted to be 
near $200K for the Corvette.  For more, 
go to:  https://www.wheelsmag.com.au/
news/1708/corvette-c8-set-to-be-holden
%E2%80%99s-mid-engine-halo-car and 
http://motoringuru.com.au/car-news/
c h e v r o l e t - c a m a r o - a n d - c h e v r o l e t -
corvette-australia/ 

Here is some trivia for you.  Which 
dealer sells the most Corvettes?  Sales 
results for the top 50 dealers this 
calendar year so far through July 31 are 
in and the winner is Kerbeck Chevrolet in 
Atlantic City, New Jersey with 674 new 
cars delivered.  Rydell Automotive Group 
in Northridge was the highest ranking 
seller in California with 82 sales; just 
edging out Boardwalk Chevrolet in 
Redwood City with 80 cars delivered.  
Merle Stone Chevrolet in Tulare (Yes, 
Tulare in the Central Valley) ranked 43rd 
with 37 sales.  Only three other 
California dealers made the list.  See the 
w h o l e l i s t a t :  h t t p : / /
www.corvetteblogger.com/2017/08/07/
top-50-corvette-dealers-2017-july-31/ 

    

   

Here is some trivia for all you hot 
rodders and Corvette historians.   In 
2013, Hagerty Insurance, the company 
that specializes in super-collector car 
insurance, ranked the top ten most 
valuable Corvettes.  Of course this was 
before you could buy the latest C7 Z06.  
Among the group were the 1969 ZL-1 
($1.4 million), the 1967-69 L-88 cars 
($500,000-1 million).  All were very 
limited production and in fact, only two 
ZL-1 cars were officially documented as 
being built.  Who knows what these cars 
are worth now. 

Roger Judski owns one of the ZL-1 cars 
and one’68 L-88.  The cars are on display 
at Roger’s Corvette Center, a dealership 
in Maitland, Florida along with several 
other rare Corvettes.  Recently, 50 
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people were invited to a private showing 
to hear the ZL-1’s all aluminum 427 
actually start up and run.  The sound of 
5-600 horsepower inside the showroom 
was so inspiring, they started several of 
the rare cars and let them all run at 
once.  While the fumes must have been 

stifling, the sound is really cool.  Be sure 
t o w a t c h t h i s o v e r a b r o a d b a n d 
connection as the video is about 15 
minutes long.  I also suggest using 
something other than your phone so you 
can better enjoy the experience.  See 
and listen for yourself at:  http://
www.corvetteblogger.com/2017/08/09/
video-start-rare-big-block-corvettes-
s t a r t e d - r o g e r s - c o r v e t t e - c e n t e r / ?
utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=e
mail&utm_campaign=corvette_sales_new
s_lifestyle_daily_recap&utm_term=2017-
08-09 

To learn more about upcoming events, 
exhibits and to plan your next visit, 
please contact me directly or visit the 
N C M w e b s i t e a t 
www.corvettemuseum.org.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Don Allen, SLO Vettes National Corvette 
Museum Ambassador 
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M a g i c a l 
Mystery Tour 
September 22, 
2017.   We 
know when, 
but we don’t 

know where! 

Hot Times in Atascadero.  Such amazing 

pictures!  (thanks everyone for sharing).   

You might want to check out the Slo Vettes 
web page when planning for October as 
there’s some interesting stuff listed.   

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!!!! 
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Next Club Meeting
Friday, September 8, 6:30 P.M.

SLO I-hopEvents
Dave Breece



Mark and Katherine Hontz and 
their 1965 green Corvette of 
Atascadero.    

Anniversaries 

John & Cheryl Everett - Sept 15 

Dick & Jerri Hart - Sept 15 

Dave & Yvonne Foltz - Sept 21 

Rich & Robin Rolson - Sept 27

Wishing you all a very happy 
Anniversary!  

Birthdays 
	 Georgia Ott 	 	 Sept 7


Yvonne Foltz  Sept 28 

Gary Lopez  Sept 30 

To all the September birthdays, Happy 
Birthday and many, many more! 

 

This past week, I sent an email asking for 
pictures for the newsletter.  Thank you for 
sending all those amazing pictures. One 
particular response was from a member, 
Chris Petrish, who has recently moved to the 
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Sunshine!
Deb Breece



East Coast.  It was exciting to hear he was 
at “Corvettes of Carlile”  How amazing is 
that?  AND to top it off, he has shared this 
picture.   

 

FACEBOOK! 

D ID YOU KNOW?  
SLO VETTES has a 
Facebook page?    

It’s a great page, but sure could use some 
up-to-date activity.  Why not check it out.    
I am active on F/B and am connected to 
several Corvette Facebook pages. I enjoy to 
seeing what other enthusiasts are doing.   
One group “Simply Corvettes” is huge, and 
their posts are fun.  Here’s a sample picture 
of an event in Iowa, “Vets on the River” 

Try posting on the Slo Vettes Facebook 
page.  Consider posting date/time/location 
of your next cruise. Members who are 
following the Slo Vettes page will see it.  
AND, you might be surprised to see one or 

more of your buddies ready to roll along 
with you. 

If you would like to share something and 
don’t like Facebook, send me your thoughts.  
I will post them here.   

SHARE/SHARE/SHARE 

Below are some of the ideas I had for this 
page:    

Mechanical.  So where do you get your 
Corvette serviced?  Have you had a good/
bad experience with a local mechanic?   

Care Care.  I enjoy trying new products to 
keep that shine on.  What do you use?  How 
do you keep the tips clean and shiny?  Maybe 
you are not a “do it yourselfer”.  Do you 
hire a detailer?  If so, who? 

Cruises and Outings.  What are some of your 
favorite outings with your car?  Good 
experiences/not so good?  

The tire debate.     To run flat or not to run 
flat, that is the question.  What is your 
preference and why?   
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Members Talk……


