
 

MISCELLANEOUS RAMBLINGS 
Thankfulness: 

Novembe r i s a mon th f i l l ed w i t h 
anticipation.  We have Thanksgiving, the 
prospect of Christmas just ahead, and in the 
case of SLO Vettes, the annual Toy Run and 
soon thereafter our Christmas party.  Though 
we live in a world of turmoil, we have much 
to be thankful for and, I would argue, it’s 
important to keep those things in mind as 
we daily wade into a world filled mostly 
with bad or disturbing news.  In my case, I 
have the memories of a 51-year marriage to 
the woman I love and the expectation of 
many more years sharing life with my best 
friend.   

I’m thankful, too, for our two rescue dogs, 
Stella and Lili, and for Bo, Maxey, Mini, 
Ginger, Suzi, and Missy, our gone but not 
forgotten friends who proceeded them.  I’m 
thankful that I’m relatively healthy 
(considering I’m three-quarters of a 
century), and I’m thankful for SLO Vettes 
and for the friends we’ve made since 
joining.  So, to one and all, have a happy 
Thanksgiving and may the remainder of the 
year be filled only with joy and happiness! 

SLO Vettes Board Election: On a more 
mundane (but not unimportant) note, we 
have a slate of candidates for the SLO 

Vettes Board to be voted on 
when we meet on November 
10th, which also means that it’s 
important to be at the meeting 
so you voice can be heard.  I’m 
u p f o r a n o t h e r y e a r a s 
President, John Beaman and Jan 

Dallons have volunteered to remain in their 
positions as Vice-President and Treasurer, 
respectively, and Joe Berkman has stepped 
forward to serve as Events Chair.  Unhappily, 
we still have no one prepared to serve as 
the Club’s Secretary.  As I’ve said before, 
the health of any club is a function of the 
willingness of its members to take on some 
of the duties that are necessary for its 
survival.  Without belaboring the point, I 
would hope that on the 10th one of you will 
have decided to volunteer to serve as Club 
Secretary.  It’s not an onerous job, and I’m 
sure Jeanne Allan would be more than happy 
to mentor you as you take up your new 
duties.  Your Club needs you, so please let 
Ron Berkel, who chairs the nominating 
committee, or me, know if you are willing 
to serve. 
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Toy Run: I’m sure you’ve seen the message 
from Events Chair Dave Breece about the 
Toy Run.  I have nothing to add but the 
observation that this is, hands down, the 
“feel-good” event of the year.  A nice toy or 
a new jacket will mean the world to some 
young, impoverished child, and the 
opportunity to make that happen is another 
thing we can all be grateful for this 
Thanksgiving.  The drive back to Creston for 
lunch at the Loading Chute will be fun, and 
the LC is probably our favorite restaurant in 
the entire county.  So, get yourself a toy 
you’d really like for yourself, don’t wrap it 
up but bring it in its original packaging, and 
bring a kid and yourself a little joy for the 
Holiday. 

Membership Renewal: A very quick word 
about membership renewal.  If you haven’t 
completed the renewal form and written the 
check yet, please do as soon as you put the 
Newsletter down.  December 1 is the cutoff 
date and it would be very helpful to the 
Club if we all acted now to keep our 
membership active.  If you’d rather not put 
it in the mail, bring it to the Club meeting 
on the 10th, Jan would be happy to collect 
your dues! 

Annual Christmas Party: Finally, this year’s 
Christmas Party will be on Saturday, 
December 2.  Its organization is in the 
competent hands of Jan Dallons, and if last 
year’s party is any guide, it will be a 
wonderful evening.  It’s a plated, sit-down 
dinner with lots of fun as we moan, groan, 
and trade our way through the Pirate Gift 
Exchange.   

January Events Meeting: A brief reminder 
that the Club does not have a January 
meeting but, instead, meets on one of 
January’s weekends to plan the 2018 events 
calendar.  While neither a time nor venue 
have been settled on, it’s not too early to 
start thinking about events you think the 
Club would enjoy so you can propose them 
for the 2018 calendar.  This is a wide-open, 
brain-storming session with no limits on 
what might be proposed, so let your mind 
run free.  One-day weekend events, two or 
three-day, long-weekend runs to somewhere 
nearby, or lengthier undertakings such as a 
run to the Corvette Museum, all are 
possibilities.  And, for our newer members, 
remember that when you suggest something 
there is an expectation that you will also 
take on the responsibility of organizing the 
event.  In that regard, there is a lot of 
expertise in the Club you can call on to help 
make that task easier, all you need do is ask 
for help. 

That’s all for now.  Be happy and drive 
safely. 

Russ 
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ANNUAL TOY RUN 
Saturday, Nov 11 

**Please bring an unwrapped toy for boy or 
girl. ** 

Meet between 9-9:30am at "Dark Nectar" in 
Atascadero on Entrada Avenue for coffee. At 
10:30 our group will caravan to the SLO 
Highway Patrol to arrive by 11:00 am.  

We will meet Jordan Richards at the gate to 
direct us for parking. Jordan has arranged 
for KSBY to be there to record the event. 
This should take about an hour or so.  

Then around 
1 2 : 3 0 p m , 
w e w i l l 
caravan to 
Creston to 
have lunch 
a t t h e 
" L o a d i n g 
C h u t e " t o 
a r r i v e a t 
1 : 3 0 p m . 
E v e r y o n e 
w i l l b e 

responsible for their own food and drink. 

🍔 🌭 🍟  

RSVP for lunch to Dave or Deb. We need to 
give them a count so they can be prepared.  

Dave Breece / daveb8851@gmail.com / 
805-550-5471 

Deb Breece  / nanascloset@ iCloud.com / 
805-550-9371 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!: 

December 2, 2017 
If you have not yet done so, please RSVP to 
attend The annual Slo Vettes Christmas 
Party.  
Don’t forget to bring a gift for the Pirate 
Gift Exchange. (one per couple, minimum 
value $40.00) 
WHERE: Courtyard Marriott, 120 S. Vine St. 
Paso Robles.  If a hotel room is desired, call 
the Courtyard Marriott. (805) 239-9700 
Mention SLO Vettes Party for a discounted 
room rate. 
TIME: No Host Cocktails 6:00 PM Dinner 7:00 
PM 
COST: $30.00 Per Person 

RSVP: Jan Dallons by November 24th 
(805) 712-1111 

Beer and wine is available for purchase. 
Corkage $10.00  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Monthly Meeting Minutes  

October 13, 2017  

IHOP Restaurant, San Luis Obispo 

SLO Vettes President Russ Surber called the 
meeting to order at 6:32 p.m.  With the 
exception of Vice President John Beaman 
and Events chair Dave Breece all other 
elected officers were present with a total of 
25 people in attendance.  

President Surber started the meeting by 
asking SLO Vettes member Judy Morris to 
talk about her personal experience with the 
loss of her home in Santa Rosa due to the 
recent fires. 

Membership:  Vice President/Membership 
Chair John Beaman was absent.  Ron Berkel 
filled in for John and handed out name 
badges prior to the meeting.  Visitor Lisa 
Klockenteger requested an application and 
expressed interest in joining SLO Vettes.  

Minutes:   Ron Berkel moved to accept the 
draft minutes, and the motion was seconded 
by Doug Williamson, and the motion passed 
on a unanimous voice vote.   

Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Jan Dallons 
reported on the club’s income and expenses 
from September 9th through October 13th, 
2017 as well as year-to-date totals.  Chuck 
Varela made a motion to accept the report, 
and Mike Nemec seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed on a unanimous voice vote. 

Events:  Events Chair Dave Breece was 
absent.  Russ announced he would send out 
a flyer regarding the Toy Run scheduled in 
November.  Jon Dallons recapped this year’s 
Mystery Run event, and said planning was 
already in progress for next year’s event.  
Jan Dallons announced the Christmas party 

scheduled for December 2nd would be held 
at the Marriot Courtyard in Paso Robles.  Jan 
will send out information regarding this 
event when costs have been determined. 

Don Allen provided a recap of the annual 
Corvettes of Bakersfield wine run/BBQ held 
on September 30th in the Paso Robles area, 
during which seven Corvettes from SLO 
Vettes participated.  The event was very 
successful, and our club was invited to 
participate again next year.  

Ron Berkel reminded members about the 
birthday party on October 22 for the nine 
year old boy that likes fast cars.  Ron 
encouraged members to contact him if they 
are available to attend. 

National Corvette Museum:  Museum 
Liaison Don Allen reported on events at the 
museum.   Please see his article in this 
month’s newsletter for specifics.    

Newsletter:  Newsletter chair Cindy Tully 
was absent.  Kudos were given to Joe 
Berkman on his great repair article in this 
month’s newsletter.  

Website:  Webmaster Jon Dal lons 
announced that the website was up-to-date, 
but he had no information regarding future 
events to post on the website.  Jon 
requested pictures be sent to him of the 
Corvettes of Bakersfield wine run/BBQ 
event. 

Sunshine:  Sunshine Chair Deb Breece was 
absent – no report.   
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Merchandise:  Merchandise Chair Valerie 
Cochran brought merchandise to sell and 
had samples of women’s shirts that can be 
ordered.   

Old Business:  Russ announced that 
nominating committee, Ron Berkel and 
Sharon Grasser, have solicited members to 
fill position vacancies and results are as 
follows: 

President    Russ Surber 
Vice President   John Beaman 
Secretary   VACANT 
Treasurer   Jan Dallons 
Events Chair   Joe Berkman 

Voting will be at next month’s meeting.  

New Business:  Jan Dallons has several 
magazines that were sent to the club if 
anyone wants to read them.  Don Allen 
talked about the Corvette Caravan in August 
of 2019, (28th – 31st), and told interested 
members to mark their calendars. 

50/50 Drawing:  Jan Dallons sold $65.00 
worth of tickets and Jon Dallons won 
$32.50. 

Other Announcements:  Rex Ott gave an 
update on Dan Miroballi and said Dan is 
selling his home in Lompoc and will be 
relocating to Thousand Oaks but will 
continue to remain in our club.    

President Surber adjourned the meeting at 
7:45 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jeanne Allen,   
Secretary 
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MUSEUM NEWS 

     

Corvette Racing wins the International 
M o t o r s p o r t s A s s o c i a t i o n , I M S A 
WeatherTech GTLM Class Championship 
and Chevrolet wins the Manufacturer 
Title. 

 

Jan Magnussen and Antonio Garcia drove 
the Number 3 C7R Corvette to win the 
sea son ’s o ve ra l l awa rd f o r 2017 .  
Competing against factory teams from 
BMW, Ford, Ferrari, Austin Martin, and 
Porsche, Team Corvette Racing clinched 
the title at the final race of the season 
during the Petite LeMans at Road 
America Raceway in Wisconsin.  For more 
info and articles describing each race, go 
to:  http://autoweek.com/article/imsa/
corvette-racing-finishes-second-wins-
imsa-gtlm-class-championship 

The Corvette Store at the Museum is 
offering some hot deals and clearance 
items too.  These make great Christmas 
gifts for your family as well as for the 
Pirate Exchange at our club’s Christmas 
party.  Please check them out at:  
https://corvettestore.com/ 

Reminder:   
GM is offering members of the National 
Corvette Museum the GM Suppl ier 
Discount. You can save hundreds, even 
thousands, on eligible, new (2017 and 
2018) Chevrolet, Buick, GMC and Cadillac 
vehicles - including Corvette!    Take 
advantage of the discount by contacting 
Stephanie via email or at 270-467-8837 or 
Becky via email of at 270-467-8836.  Upon 
obtaining an authorization number from 
Becky or Stephanie, simply take it to a 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g d e a l e r a n d u s e i t 
by 12/31/17.  

Christy Lee, Motorsports reporter and a 
host on Velocity Channel’s Barrett-
Jackson Live and Al l Gir ls Garage 
recently toured the Museum.  Christy was 
riding her motorcycle from Michigan to 
Biloxi Mississippi for the cruising the 
Coast event.  She couldn’t pass up 
stopping at the Museum for a look-see.  
S e e t h e p h o t o s a t :  h t t p s : / /
www.corvettemuseum.org/tv-host-cristy-
lee-visit-ncm/ or on her social media 
pages. 

Corvette Design Trivia: 

Ever see the initial design drawings of 
the 1963 Sting Ray?  Did you know that a 
teenager came up with the idea for the 
sleek lines of the C2 Corvette?  Well, 
here are some of his drawings. 

 

- �  -6

National Corvette Museum
Don Allen

http://autoweek.com/article/imsa/corvette-racing-finishes-second-wins-imsa-gtlm-class-championship
https://corvettestore.com/
mailto:stephanie@corvettemuseum.org
mailto:becky@corvettemuseum.org
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/tv-host-cristy-lee-visit-ncm/


 

Peter Brock was recently inducted into 
t h e N C M H a l l o f F a m e f o r h i s 
achievements in design and racing as 
well as his many books and articles.  
Born and raised in the San Francisco Bay 
Area, Brock went to work for the design 
division of GM at the age of 19.  He was a 
member of design group charged with the 
body design for the next Corvette.  He 
left GM in 1963 to be Carrol Shelby’s first 
employee and to design the Ford Cobra 
Daytona coupe.  Read all about his 
accomplishments and the Sting Ray test 
mule constructed around his drawings at:  
http://www.superchevy.com/news/1710-
peter-brock-sketched-the-original-sting-
ray-in-1957/ 

Corvette Ambassador: 
Frank LoMonaco, the NCM Ambassador for 
the Corvette Club of Santa Barbara was 
r e c e n t l y r e c o g n i z e d a s a M a s t e r 
Ambassador during a ceremony at the 
Museum.  Ambassadors can accumulate 
points for their efforts in promoting and 
supporting the Museum, and those who 
earn 200 or more points in a year are 
r e c o g n i z e d a s a c h i e v i n g M a s t e r 
Ambassador status. This year, 62 of the 
375 Ambassadors nat ionwide were 
recognized.   Only one other Ambassador 
from CA was recognized.   (I only 
accumulated 66 points!) 

Did you know: 
FYI, the Ambassador’s mission is that of 
receiving and disseminating the most 
current and correct information from the 
Museum, and to convey that information 
to their local Corvette club/organization. 
The Ambassador will act as a Museum 
representative to promote and solicit 
s u p p o r t f o r t h e M u s e u m t h r o u g h 

promotional activities and encourage 
other Corvette enthusiasts to join the 
Museum. Additionally, the Ambassador 
will be the voice of the Corvette club/
organization, communicating concerns, 
ideas and suggestions to the NCM. 

If you love the Chevrolet Corvette and all 
i t stands for, you should  consider 
becoming a member of the National 
Corvette Museum. For a short video 
overview of the Museum, its mission and 
features, and reasons why so many 
Corvette owners have become members, 
p l e a s e g o t o :  h t t p : / /
www.corvettemuseum.org/visit/videos/  
Don’t forget, since SLO Vettes has a club 
membership, our members receive a 
discount on their initial membership 
fees. 

Upcoming NCM Events 

Below is a complete list of the events 
planned for 2018 and the National 
Corvette Caravan set for August 28-31, 
2019. 

• MiM Daytona Rolex 24, Daytona, FL | 
January 24-28, 2018 

• MiM Plantation Tour, New Orleans, LA 
| April 3-7, 2018 

• Michelin NCM Bash | April 26- 28, 
2018 

• MiM Tail of the Dragon, Asheville, NC 
| April 29 - May 2, 2018 

• C4 Gathering | May 17-19, 2018 
• MiM Springtime in the Dells, 

Wisconsin Dells, WI | May 20-24, 2018 
• MiM Branson Experience, Branson, MO 

| June 6-9, 2018 
• MiM LeMans, France, Paris, Normandy 

| June 8-19, 2018 
• NCM LeMans Viewing Party | June 

16-17, 2018 
• MiM Explore Buffalo, Buffalo, NY | 

June 21-24, 2018 
• MiM R&R Roanoke, WV | August 

26-28, 2018 
• 24th Anniversary Celebration | August 

30 - September 1, 2018 
• MiM National Parks Tour (AZ/UT) | 

September, 2018 
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• Monterey Racing Banquet, Monterey, 
CA | September 8, 2018 

• MiM Pacific Coast Highway, North 
California | September 10, 2018 

• MiM Kentucky 1 Lap Tour 1 | October 
9-13, 2018 

• MiM Kentucky 1 Lap Tour 2 | October 
16-20, 2018 

• MiM Kentucky 1 Lap Tour 3 | October 
23-27, 2018 

• Corvette Racing Weekend, Hershey, 
PA | October, 2018 

• Vets 'n Vettes presented by Mobil 1 | 
November, 2018 

• National Corvette Caravan | August 
28-31, 2019 

Info on all events can be found at: 
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/
explore/events/ 
 

Raffles    (Don’t forget, the Museum 
Delivery Experience is included. 

For more information on the cars and to 
purchase t i ckets , go to : h t tps ://
store.corvettemuseum.org/corvette-
raffle 

Assembly Plant 

If you are looking for a unique Corvette, 
now is the time to buy one.  The 2018 
model run will be one of the shortest 
ever!  The plant will build less than 
9,700 cars as compared to 42,000 in 2016 
and 33,000 in 2017.  So, if you want to 
be one of the very few that ordered a 
2018 in a certain model, with a certain 
co lor combinat ion, with th i s t r im 
package and these options….well, you 
get what I mean.    

But you had better hurry because the 
schedule is pretty tight.   After investing 
nearly $1 billion in plant upgrades, 
production of the 2018s will start back 
up on or about November 6th and the last 
day to order an ’18 will be November 
16th.  The 2019s will start rolling off the 
floor during the week of January 29, 
2018.  

2018 Watkins Glen 
Gray Coupe Raffle 

Thursday, 
November 9, 2017 
at 2pm CT.  Tickets 

are $150 and 
limited to 1000 

tickets. 

 

2018 Arctic White 
Corvette Coupe 

Raffle, Thursday, 
February 8, 2018 

at 2pm CT  
Tickets are $10 
and unlimited 

tickets. 
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Here is a quick reference if you are 
considering a new C7: 

October 27  
2018 Corvette unallocated sold orders 
cut off  
November 6 
GM Plant Re-Starts 2018 Production in 
the new Paint Shop  
November 16  
Final date to order a 2018 Corvette  
November 20  
2019 Corvette Order Guide Released  
November 30  
2019 Corvette Orders Picked-Up  
December 11   
Sebring Orange Corvettes begin  
January 22 (week of)  
2018 Corvette Production Ends  
January 29 
2019 Corvette Production Starts 

As far as tours go, the plant won’t 
reopen for public tours until at least the 
3rd quarter of 2018 or early 2019.  Just in 
time for the debut of the 2020 models.  
Maybe that is more than a coincidence.  
Hummm…… 

Other Interesting Corvette Info 

While the rumors about a mid-engine 
Corvette have been around for years, 
maybe it is getting closer to reality. 

 

 

New spy photos show what appears to be 
a mid-engine test mule.  In fact the 
photographer saw two of the heavily 
camouflaged cars at a McDonald’s drive-
thru in Cadillac, Michigan.   Note the 
large intake scoops behind the doors.  
Could this be the C8 design?  Check the 
p h o t o s a t :  h t t p : / /
www.corvetteblogger.com/2017/10/11/
sp i ed - c amou f l a ged -m id - eng i ne - c 8 -
corvette-spotted-publ ic- f i rst -t ime/?
utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=e
mail&utm_campaign=corvette_sales_new
s_lifestyle_daily_recap&utm_term=2017-
10-11 

Maybe someone else has discovered 
further evidence of the mid-engine 
design?  A person said to be a temporary 
employee at the Assembly Plant has 
submitted these two photos below of 
what might be the front and rear body 
panels of a C8 Corvette.  Supposedly 
taken inside the new paint shop at the 
plant, these panels are clearly different 
than any C7 we have seen so far.  For 
more on these spy shots, go to:  http://
gmauthority.com/blog/2017/10/photos-
of-mid-engine-c8-corvette-body-panels-
surface/  If you want to see some 
comparison photos of these panels with 
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those of a C7 and read some interesting 
c o m m e n t s , g o t o :  h t t p : / /
w w w. c o r v e t t e o n l i n e . c o m / n e w s /
latest-2019-corvette-zr1-and-2020-mid-
engine-c8-news/ 

 

 

 

 

To learn more about upcoming events, 
exhibits and to plan your next visit, 
please contact me directly or visit the 
N C M w e b s i t e a t 
www.corvettemuseum.org. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Don Allen, SLO Vettes National Corvette 
Museum Ambassador 
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Anniversaries 

Don & Jeanne Allen          Nov 4 

Chris & Glenna Petrush    Nov 10 

Randy & Debbie Huhn      Nov 26 

Wishing you all a very happy 
Anniversary! 

  

 

Birthdays 

John Hartman   Nov 3 

Chuck Varela  Nov 5 

Joanne Nemec        Nov 17 

David King               Nov 23 

To all the November birthdays, Happy 
Birthday and many, many more! 
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ATASCADERO BIRTHDAY PARTY 

Jack MacIntyer turned 9 on or around 
October 22.  Three of our SLOVETTES Cars 
with 4 members attended his birthday party.  
Jack is a very enthusiastic super-car kid.  He 
learned about these cars while playing a 
video game.  Imagine that! He seemed to 
know more about cars than most of those 
attending.  Present at the party were 3 
Corvettes, 2 Porsches, a Viper and a bunch 
of very happy kids.  

Jack and his friends were very interested 
in the Corvettes, no surprise to us.  With 
all that fire power, he chose the 
Corvette for his birthday ride.  I told his 
mom she should encourage the Corvette 
as it will pay off in the long run for many 
reasons, LOL.  Bottom line, it was a good 
time for all. 

John Beaman returned from his trip to 
Indianapolis Raceway with a raceway 
gift for Jack.  He was one happy kid. 

MEMBERS SHARING VIDEOS: 

It’s always a pleasure to find tidbits of 
information, pictures and videos in 
magazines and various websites online.  
Luckily some of our members have found the 
following.  Check these out.  (if the links 
don’t work from the newsletter, cut and 
paste them in your browser). 

h t t p s : / / w w w. y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ?
v=E9a90_JAiT8 

This next one is from the Bakersfield 
Corvette Club wine tasting event.  I realize 
you all received this in email, but thought I 
would share it again, as it was really 
entertaining. 
http://web.photodex.com/view/ x826k2x4 

This is an awesome article from Motortrend.  
http://www.motortrend.com/news/1-6-million-
henne s sey - venom- f5 -debu t s - 1600 -hp/ ?
wc_mid=4035:9496&wc_rid=4035:277262&_wcsid
=5327061A867C99CE259532039218F1EF89481B4D
0780FCAB 

TIRES 
Would love to hear members’ views on 
RunFlats versus Regular tires.  Send me your 
thoughts.  I am sure it’s a hot topic and one 
that everyone would benefit from.  
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