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RUSS SURBER
PRESIDENT

Miscellaneous Ramblings

In mid-March,18 Corvettes from SLO Vettes gathered at the
Park & Ride in Santa Margarita for what may become an
annual pilgrimage to Pozo’s Vintage Cowboy Winery. The
drive out to Pozo was a delight, with the beauty of Spring
evident everywhere in lush green grasses and bubbling
streams and creeks. Welcomed by Michelle and her crew of
cowgirls we tasted some superb wines. We left with a split
case of Merlot, a wonderful red blend Manchego’s Fate, and
a terrific Grenache Blanc!

We munched one another’s appetizers, and generally had a wonderful time on a day
that turned out to be nearly perfect for Corvettes.
The Gathering

Even better, we had three new cars join us
on the run. Cindy Tully, who recently moved to Los Osos and, thanks to her new
neighbors the Rolsons, decided to join our Club and arrived with application and check
in her hand! Welcome aboard, Cindy! Then, Gordon and Kathy Thomas and their son
Brian arrived from Heritage Ranch in their two, fine C5’s and after meeting the gang and
seeing what SLO Vettes is all about indicated that they intended to join as well. This
event, which was the brain child of Maggie Hood last year when she was Events Chair,
seems to be sufficiently popular to become an annual affair, so note in your 2018
calendar that sometime in March there will probably be a run to the Vintage Cowboy.
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In March we also visited the Madonna Road IHOP to see how it might be as a new
venue for the Club’s monthly meetings. I polled everyone who attended the meeting
and by a considerable margin the result was in favor of the move. So, pending Board
approval, we will probably move our Club meetings from Margie’s Diner, which has
hosted us for the past several years, to IHOP at 212 Madonna Road in San Luis
Obispo, whom we owe considerable thanks. Keep an eye out for an email that will
report the Board’s decision and tell us where to meet on April 14.
A word about another decision the Board will consider shortly. After the necessary lastminute cancellation of the Ragged Point Run last February, it occurred to me that we
need a better way to “get the word out” when time is of the essence. What I would like
to see, is a “Telephone Tree” established in which five or six volunteers would agree to
serve as a link to a small group of Club members for the purpose of passing on
important and time-sensitive information. That would include things like cancellations or
last-minute changes in where to meet for a run, and whatever other emergency
information Club members need to know about. With the Board’s approval, I will be
asking for five or six volunteers to staff the Telephone Tree. With around 38 members
each volunteer would be responsible for calling 6 to 8 members.
Finally, a word about the upcoming June “Corvettes at Lake Tahoe” event. At the
moment, we have ten cars signed up to go.
While registration has closed (the
organizers limit the event to 200 cars)
Charlie Hyatt, who is one of the originators
of the event, tells me that they are keeping
a waiting list open for people who could fill
in for any last-minute dropouts. If that
might interest you, let me know and I will
tell you how to get in touch with
Charlie. My idea is as many of us who
want to, we can caravan up to Tahoe
together. How we go, is an open question.
The quickest (and undoubtedly the most boring) way to proceed is up I-5 to Sacramento
and then take Hwy 50 to the Lake. Alternatively, we could choose a longer but more
interesting route that would lead its way up the San Juaquin Valley to Hwy 88 and then
take the “backdoor” into Tahoe. We’ll talk about that at the April meeting and I’ll be
polling everyone who has signed up about their preferences.
Otherwise, have a great April and we’ll see you on the 14th.
Russ
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John Beaman
Vice President

SINCERE WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBER
CONGRATULATIONS TO CINDY TULLY FOR TWO REASONS. FIRST FOR JOINING THE
CLUB, AND SECOND FOR BUYING A 2015 STINGRAY CORVETTE!

Cindy recently moved here from Walnut Creek and we are glad she did.

Gordon & Kathy Thomas with son Brian, attended the Cowboy Vintage Winery,
and intend to join the
club.
Welcome!

They are from Heritage
Ranch and have C5s!
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Jeanne Allen
Secretary

SLO Vettes Monthly Meeting Minutes
March 10, 2017
IHOP Restaurant, San Luis Obispo
San Luis Obispo SLO Vettes President Russ Surber called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm. Twenty-five
attendees were present. With the exception of Event Chair Dave Breese, all elected officers were
present.
Membership: Vice President/Membership Chair, John Beaman introduced guest Michael Blackwell of
Paso Robles. Michael has a white 2005 convertible and is thinking about joining our club.
John reported that we now have 36 memberships. He also said to encourage membership; he is
compiling a kit to be distributed to local dealers that could be passed along to Corvette buyers. The kit
will include club information, a club application and a brochure for the National Corvette Museum.
Minutes: Secretary, Jeanne Allen read the minutes from the February General meeting.
Jan Dallons moved to accept the minutes and the motion was seconded by Chuck Varella. The motion
passed on a unanimous voice vote.
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer, Jan Dallons reported on the club’s income and expenses from February
11, 2017 through March 10, 2017 as well as year to date. Jan reported that the club is solvent. Georgia
Ott made a motion to accept the report and John Beaman seconded the motion. The motion passed on
a unanimous voice vote.
Events: Events Chair, Dave Breece was absent and Russ Surber talked about several upcoming events.
•
•
•
•

The Vintage Cowboy Winery in Pozo is scheduled for March 19th.
The Cobra Cruise is scheduled for April 1st at the Warbirds Museum.
The Ragged Point run with the Monterey Corvette Club is being rescheduled due to the
weather-related road closure north of Ragged Point. No date has been set.
The Bakersfield Corvette Club’s Gamblers Classic event is scheduled for April 20-22 in Laughlin,
Nevada.
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•

Registration is now closed for the Corvettes at Lake Tahoe event scheduled for June 22-25th. A
stand-by list will be available if slots open up.

National Corvette Museum: Museum Liaison, Don Allen reported on numerous activities and
fundraising efforts at the museum. For further information, please see his article in this newsletter.
Newsletter: Newsletter Editor, Barbara Buchanan was absent and Vice President John Beaman stood in
for her. John provided copies of the March Newsletter to those that had not viewed the newsletter.
Website: Webmaster, Jon Dallons reported that the website domain address was up for renewal. He
will ask the Board Members to authorize the expenditure. Jon also said the website has a date for the
Mystery Tour; September 22-24th and deposits will be accepted starting next month.
Sunshine: Sunshine Chair, Deb Breece was absent. Russ Surber stood in for her and announced
February birthdays and anniversaries.
Russ said Dave and Deb Breese were absent because Dave is still recuperating at home from his recent
surgery.
Rex Ott reported that Dan Miroballi had fallen and broke his leg.
Merchandise: Merchandise Chair, Valerie Cochran was absent. Interested parties need to contact
Valerie directly for product information or to place an order.
Old Business: None.
New Business: Russ Surber said he would like create a phone tree to inform members of last-minute
changes or cancellations of events.
Russ also said he will be contacting those in attendance at this meeting and ask for their input regarding
the venue change. He will ask if the majority want to return to Margie’s Diner or remain at IHOP.
Russ reported that he has a friend with a McLaren racing car who might be available to attend one of
our meetings as a guest speaker.
50/50 Drawing: Jan Dallons sold $78.00 worth of tickets and Sherry Vivas won $39.00.
President Surber adjourned the meeting at 7:36 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Jeanne Allen

(Added Note from Editor) Jeanne made a corvette quilt that Don luckily showed us! It isn’t the
exact one, but she inspired me to make one soon. Thank you Jeanne!
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Don Allen
Museum Ambassador

Miscellaneous Corvette Ramblings

John Oates, of the rock and soul duo Hall & Oates, was on site to film a program, tentatively
titled “Haulin’ Across America.” Hopefully the film will be picked up and aired by this History
Channel and/or Travel Channel. The show focuses on the history of transportation.
“I really had a blast at NCM,” said Oates.
Oates, a 2014 inductee of the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, is no stranger to the world of auto
enthusiasm – having driven a Porsche 924 and Pontiac Fiero competitively. He competed at Road
America, Lime Rock and Daytona in the GTU division in the mid-80s.
While at the Museum, John learned about the history of the Corvette by Deli very Department
team member Larry Crosbie, followed by a look at our restoration area with Daniel Decker. At
the Motorsports Park, Track Operations Manager Matt Busby hosted John for some laps . “I think
he enjoyed himself,” said Larry. “He was shocked when I told him Zora and Elfi’s ashes were in
the Museum.”
Like most people, John had his own Corvette story. He drove a 1965 Corvette 396 with cheater
slicks to his high school prom. In the rain!
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If you recall from previous newsletters, I told you about the ongoing feud between the
neighbors and the NCM MotorSports Park. The neighbors are concerned about the loud noise
emitted by the participants’ vehicles. Unable to resolve their complaints; they filed a lawsuit.
The matter has now been resolved by agreement between all parties. Noise limits along with a
number of “loud days” have been established and sensors have been installed to monitor the
activities. The residents said they enjoy the cars and in fact, many are Assembly Plan retirees.
They just asked that the noise be limited so the two groups can co-exist in harmony.

Another one of the famous Callaway cars now on exhibit at the Museum is showcased on
YouTube. The history and technical information on the 1990 SuperSpeedster, a highly modified
ZR1, can be found at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sIPdq96bg7I&feature=youtu.be
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If you have ever visited the Museum, you probably noticed the engraved tiles dis played at
various locations near the entrance. The Custom Entryway Tiles are displayed inside the main
entry into the Museum. The tiles are 4”x4” and serve to showcase your club, business, or
family as a permanent part of the “Gateway to All Things Corvette.” While the regular price is
$200 for NCM Member and $250 for Non-Members, during March, everyone can save $50 off a
text-only tile when you use promo code TILE17! Duplicate tiles are $75. Limited to 16
characters/spaces per line. Tiles also make great gifts and are tax deductable. For more info,
go to: https://store.corvettemuseum.org/custom-ncm-entryway-tile-brickstile
If you are thinking of the becoming a NCM Member, here is the newest benefit you could enjoy.
GM is proud to offer members the GM Supplier Discount and some low interest loans. You can
save hundreds, even thousands, on eligible, new Chevrolet, B uick, GMC and Cadillac vehicles.
Members can take advantage of the discount by first contacting: Stephanie Morrill
at stephanie@corvettemuseum.org 270-467-8837 or Becky Madison
at becky@corvettemuseum.org 270-467-8836 and request an authorization number. Then,
simply take it to a participating dealer and use it by 12/31/17. Not available with some other
offers. Visit www.gmsupplierdiscount.com for more information.
For more membership information, please contact Membership Manager Stephanie Morrill at
270-467-8837 or Stephanie@corvettemuseum.org.
Assembly Plant
If you are planning a visit, please remember the Assembly Plant tours will be suspended after
June 16, 2017 and no date has been set for the tours to resume. The 2 017 model year
production will stop with the plant closure. Sources assume the plant will be shut down to
retool for the 2018 models and to install plant operation upgrades. The current assembly line
has remained relatively unchanged since the start of C5 Corvette production in 1997, meaning
these upgrades have likely been a long time coming. For a schedule of black-out dates, go to
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/visit/plant-tours/
Upcoming NCM Events
2017 NCM Bash sponsored by Michelin, April 27-29
The Bash is one of our largest annual events. Activities include the debut of the 2018 Corvette,
scenic road tours including visits to old favorites and new attractions, special seminars,
autograph sessions, access to Customer Assistance Center, talk to the “Corvette Mechanic”, and
other events. For further info, see http://www.corvettemuseum.org/event/michelin-ncmbash/?instance_id=563
For a list of all NCM events, please go to: http://www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/events/,
select the date range, and click on the event for details.
Raffles (Don’t forget, the Museum Delivery Experience is included.)
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2017 Torch Red Corvette
Coupe Raffle, Thursday, April 29, 2017 at 2pm. Tickets are $10 with no limit to the number of tickets sold.

Good luck! For more information on the cars and to purchase tickets, go to:
https://store.corvettemuseum.org/corvette-raffle

GM wants to market Corvettes in Australia to more directly compete with Ford products but the Aussie
government says, “No!” The reason? The Corvette badging too closely resembles the Red Cross flag. While
GM is considering an emblem change to comply with their regulations, some Corvette enthusiasts may object.
One solution might be to market the car under the Holden badge, Chevrolet’s sister company in Australia.
Team Corvette denies Ford and Porsche and wins again at Sebring.
http://motorsports.nbcsports.com/2017/03/18/garcias-heroics-deliver-corvette-third-straight-sebring-deniesford/
To see the latest spy photos of the ZR1 including some practice laps at Laguna Seca, go to:
https://www.opptrends.com/2017/03/2018-chevrolet-corvette-zr1-new-photos-video-leak/
To learn more about upcoming events, exhibits and plan your next visit, please contact me directly and visit
the NCM website at www.corvettemuseum.org.
Respectfully submitted,
Don Allen, SLO Vettes National Corvette Museum Ambassador

TECHNICAL AND MAINTENANCE NEWS

Car Polish Reviews

By John Beaman

I hope you enjoy what I think are the best car polish reviews available online, and that you find
them useful. In addition to this I have tried many types of car polish and I will include my own
reviews here as well. I have looked at a variety of comparisons especially those between car
polish vs. wax. Many people think these are the same but the reality is, they are vastly different.
What Makes A Good Car Polish?

Many people believe that the shine is the
most important thing and to some extent
that is correct. However, what is actually more important in a car polish is the additional
protection a good wax can give to your car.
Something else that not everyone considers is, does the car polish work on all colors of cars?
Without a doubt the black car is always the color to test this against. If you are going to see
residue or smearing on any color of car, it will always be most noticeable on a black car. If you
get it right of course there is no shine quite like it.
Finally, one last thing you should consider when buying car polish is where you live and what
the weather is like. In many places, acidic rain may have an impact in your environment, with
others it could be the ice and snow, or an ever-present salting of the roads. Living near beaches
with small grains of sand can also play a major role in the look of your car.

TECHNICAL AND MAINTENACE NEWS

Best Car Polish List
Please note the number of reviews, average rating and average price are taken from Amazon. These are subject
to daily change.
Product Name
Number of Reviews
Meguiar’s Ultimate Polish
374
Meguiar’s Mirror Glass Ultra
Finishing Polish
146
Mothers California
Gold Pure Polish
59
Driven Automotive Polish
HD Polish Ultra Finishing Car Polish
7
Mothers California Gold Pure Polish
59
Meguiar’s Mirror Glaze Ultra Finishing Polish 146
Dupont Pro-Fusion
Turtle Wax Color Magic
143
Meguiar’s Deep Crystal Polish
37

Avg Rating Price Guide
4.5
$ 8.00

Volume
16 ounces

4.7

$ 21.00

32 ounces

4.5
4.9
4.9
4.5
4.7
4.0
4.0
4.7

$ 7.00
$ 20.00
$ 21.00
$ 10.00
$ 27.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 14.00

16 ounces
16 ounces
16 ounces
16 ounces
32 ounces
16 ounces
16 ounces
16 ounces

TOP 3
CAR
POLISHES

Initially it sounds simple to pick a good car polish, make an
application, and see which works the best. It would be misleading to
simply say this one works the best, or such and such brand works the best. It truly does come down quite a bit to
the area you live in. But, what I can say with some confidence, is that among car polish reviews that I have
completed, there are always three of them that come out on top
in almost all conditions.

Just remember, I’m talking about, car polish, and not car wax or car
paste. These are the liquid based polishes that I have personally tested and
also reviewed.

TECHNICAL AND MAINTENANCE NEWS

I found when I used Meguiar’s Ultimate Polish, there was a very good improvement in the depth of the gloss.
It looked impressive and was easy to apply, but when removing it to give the shine, there were still some of
those little swirls left. I managed to shift those by polishing a second time so it was a little
more work than I would have liked at the buffing stage, but that said, they did disappear and
left and excellent shine. I found that it was a very good value for the money. Meguiar’s also
has an Ultimate Finishing Polish which can be applied after this one has been done and if you
want the most perfect shine I would also recommend using that one as well. That was
certainly the information I found when I read the car polish consumer reports. It’s as close to
a showroom shine as I have found. Using a microfiber cloth is always a good idea but I did
have to do this twice on each occasion. It is more work, but well worth it.
I found when I used Liquid Glass Ultimate Auto Polish/Finish there was a great
improvement in the shine of the car. It was easy to apply even in very sunny conditions
and was also easy to remove. I had no issue with swirls being left behind. At around $21
for a 16 oz. bottle, I found it to be of average value for the money when compared to
similar products on the market. One advantage this car polish has over the others is that
you can also do your glass with it, and it comes up a treat. The shine is impressive and is
also a great protector and works hard against acid rain and other rough or severe driving
conditions. If the price was reduced I would have made this my #1 choice. This polish
also gets very good reviews as the best car polish in consumer reports in 2009 thru 2011.

When I used Turtle Wax Ice Liquid, I found it fast to apply and remove. I did my car in
20 minutes from beginning to end. This was greatly speeded up thanks to not having to
worry about the rubber, plastic, and vinyl. The polish did what it said it would do for
sure, and there were no streaks or swirls left.
The disadvantage and what puts it in the third position, for me, is how long the shine
actually lasts. I got about 2 weeks out of it with good beading when the rain came but
found after that, it was not as effective. I like to get longer protection from a car polish
but generally it did what it said, on the packaging. It’s an ideal polish if you just want something that is easy to
apply and remove. As long as you can spend 20 – 30 minutes every two to three weeks then this polish would
be ideal for you.
I hope you have enjoyed reading my top 10 car polish reviews and in particular my top three car polish reviews.

John W. Beaman

Here is an email I received from Chris Petrush regarding Insurance that is worth reading.

Barbara,
I don't believe we met before I moved to Pennsylvania in October. I am still a dues paying member of SLOVETTES. I
received this E-MAIL from an ex-co-worker who resides in Fresno. He's the proud (original) owner of a low mileage C5,
Z-06. I'm not one to endorse or bad mouth an insurance company, but thought this was worth sharing. Please note that
we were both state investigators and drove extensively during our employment and participated in annual vehicle training.
Thought you might want to put this in the newsletter.
Chris Petrush
5162 Ridgedale Drive
Erie, PA 16506
Subject: Car Insurance.
After having the accident in the Vette back in Jan 2016, I anticipated my rates would increase some but not drastically.
Sure enough, It went from $900.00 annually to $2,200.00. That's our famously advertised, Liberty Mutual, that states,
"Your rates will never increase if involved in an accident." Well needless to say that's propaganda to the fullest, Or DATE
RAPE 101...............
I decided to shop around, and I did. Recently I stopped by a friends house that retired from Fresno County Sheriff's Dept.
and we were talking about cars etc. He mentioned that he has Hagerty Ins. on his Vette.
I came home and did some price checking with Hagerty and Grundy, another reputable carrier for car Ins.
I filled out their online forms and compared the two. I now have insurance again on both the little truck, and the Vette
$200.00 cheaper than before the accident, with more coverage as far as Medical, etc.
We enjoy our cars, so why not get the best rate available...............................
Hobie

{Please note: I replied to Chris in thanking him for sharing a really good piece of information for the club}.

GUESS WHO THIS IS

HAVE ANY IDEA ?????????????????????????????????????????????

Sunshine
Historian

Happy Anniversary !
CRAIG & CHRISTINE ESTRADA APRIL 11

CHRISTINE ESTRADA

April 4th

REX OTT

April 5th

DEB BREECE

April 5th

MIKE NEMEC

April 16th

ROBIN ROLSON

April 18th

RICH & DEBBIE GILBERT

APRIL 11

GARY & MAGGIE HOOD

APRIL 15

JUDY & JERRY MORRIS

APRIL 19

MIKE & JOANNE NEMEC

APRIL 26

NEXT MEETING
APRIL 14TH @ 6:30 P.M.

212 MADONNA RD.
SAN LUIS OBISPO

CLASSIFIED NEWS SECTION

This $700 Corvette Posted On
Craigslist Turned Out To Be Worth
Millions
The seller had no clue what he was sitting on.
It may have looked like an early C1 Corvette but it turned out to be much, much more than that. Too bad the guy
from the Tampa Bay, Florida area who first posted it for sale about five years ago on Craigslist only priced it at $700.
Big mistake. It was the No. 1 Cunningham Corvette. Here’s what his ad claimed (typos included): "SERIAL # X53L
on documented 1953 pre-production Corvette Frame. We believe this to be a 1953 Pontiac prototype that was to
assume the name Longoria?
Info received to date indicates that Zagato designed and PIininfarina constructed the body for GM in late 52. Might
anyone have knowledge of some former FISHER BODY executive that could assist in further identifying this
automobile?"

Clearly this guy had no clue what he had. The No. 1 Cunningham Corvette is the most sought-after Corvette ever
built, and is worth millions of dollars. The Cunningham Corvette, of which three were built, is a 1960 model year
C1 made into racecars by Briggs Cunningham. All three raced at Le Mans that year, but only car # 3 finished, and it
won its class. But then the cars were turned back into street cars and were sold. They disappeared for years.
Number 3 was found first and restored. Number 2 was found in a California junkyard, but is now on display (and
restored) at the Petersen Automotive Museum. Number 1, according to a Fox News report, has been positively
identified and is now owned by an Indiana car dealer.
No word on how much the guy ended up paying for it, but a full restoration is planned, which will cost more than
$500,000 and will take at least a year. After that it’s expected the owner will sell it, asking somewhere from $3
million to $7 million, if not more. So, the lesson here is that if you plan to sell something on Craigslist, or any other
online platform, do your homework first. Who knows? You could be missing out on millions.

