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be enough. All you have to do is call the
club members to ask them if they would
be willing to run to be an elected officer
for the club.

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE
Rick Gilbert

The positions that will be open are
President, Vice President, Secretary,
Treasurer, and Events Chairperson.
These are the only elected positions.
Every other position is appointed by the
President. If you want to run for an office,
please tell the election committee
volunteer when they call you. You can
also announce your intention at the
October club meeting. Elections will be
held at the November meeting.

Greetings all,
Well, I will start this off by giving my
condolences to Jon for the loss of his
father. He was a previous member of our
club. I'm sure that some of the members
remember him. Debbie sent his wife a
floral arrangement from the club.
We have had a bad fire in our area and I
know that the club has members who
have homes and cabins that could have
been affected. I hope that none of them
were damaged.

We will see you at Margie's in SLO for the
club meeting on Friday, September 9th,
at 6:30 pm.

We had our Hot El Camino Cruise Nite
event and I would like to thank John for
doing the Bbq'ing this year. And thanks to
everyone who brought side dishes and
desserts and also to the ladies that
served the food. Thanks to Jon for the
french fries again. Members like these
make an event great and lots of fun!

Respectfully your President,
Rick Gilbert rickgilbert63@yahoo.com

NEXT MEETING

At the end of this month we will have our
Mystery Run. It will be on Sept. 30, Oct.
1, and Oct. 2. If you want to go, contact
the Dallons or the Surbers.

September 9th 6:30PM

Now the good stuff. Elections are fast
approaching . At this months meeting, I
will be asking for volunteers to be on the
elections committee. Three people should
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officers. Participating in that process
is a vital part of club membership, as is
volunteering to be an officer. We need
new blood on the board and encourage
each of you to consider volunteering
for a vacant position, from President to
Newsletter Editor. In that regard, if
any of you have experience at doing a
monthly newsletter, please consider
using that knowledge by taking over
the club newsletter. Jon Dallons has
done a tremendous job of providing us
with a professionally done, informative
newsletter, but, after a number of
years at the wheel while also running
the club’s website, he has decided to
pass the editor’s responsibility on.

MISCELLANEOUS RAMBLINGS
First, what a great Friday evening in
Atascadero! The turnout for the Hot
El Camino Cruise Nite was terrific, as
was the food (with a tip o’ the hat to
Chuck Varela at the grill, Jon Dallons
on the deep fryer, Jan Dallons for
getting the food organized and to all
who lent a hand) and certainly the
show. A number of us had passes which
allowed us to “cruise the main” with
everyone else and seeing a nice
contingent of our Corvettes motoring
up and down El Camino Real didn’t hurt
the club’s reputation as an active,
involved group.

If you haven’t yet made up your mind
about the late September “Mystery
Tour” let me assure you that it is going
to be a terrific weekend. Denise and I
recently drove the route again and the
best part of the “Corvette Road”
section has been newly paved and
makes it a joy to drive. A call or email
to Jan Dallons, followed promptly by
your payment, will get you on the list, a
list that is capped at 15. Remember,
our cars were built to be driven and
enjoyed and your club is dedicated to
providing you opportunities to do just
that so, take the plunge and come
along, you won’t regret the decision.
One of the things we’ll be doing on the
run is getting pictures of each car and
“crew,” which will then be compiled into
a book that will eventually include all of

Second, while the membership stands
steady at 37, we made contact with at
least two potential members at cruise
night. I want to thank everyone who
talked to Bob and Ken about the club as
that is the only way we can grow and it
is heartening to know that our
membership understands that. I’d also
like to say thank you to all of the
members who attended the August
meeting. We had a full room and it was
nice to see all of us together having
fun and talking about our cars and club.
The September Club meeting is
especially important because we will
start the process of selecting new club
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our members and be available on the
members-only section of our website.
Stay safe, have fun, and see you
Friday, September 9, at Margie’s
Diner.

Russ Surber,

Sept 9th - SLO Vettes General Meeting
@ Margie's SLO

VP / Membership
Sept 30, Oct 1 & 2 - Mystery Run.
Included will be lodging Friday and
Saturday nights. Lunch on Friday.
Popular heavy Hors d'oeuvres Friday
night. Plated Dinner Saturday night.
Continental breakfast Saturday and
Sunday. A few surprises and event shirts.
All for only $450.00 per couple. To
reserve your spot, call Jan Dallons (805)
712-1111. Contests of a competitive
nature can be expected.

rdsurber@charter.net

September Birthdays
Sept

7

Georgia Ott

Sept

28

Yvonne Foltz

Sept

30

Gerry Lopez

Upcoming Events for October
Oct 14th - SLO Vettes General Meeting
@ Margie's SLO

September Anniversaries
Sept

15

Dick & Jeri Hart

Sept

21

Dave & Yvonne Foltz

Sept

27

Rich & Robin Rolson

Debbie

Oct 8th - Tour of Topaz Solar Farms in
the Carissa Plains.
Maggie

debbiegilbert55@yahoo.com
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sprite112@msn.com

SLO VETTES MYSTERY TOUR 2016
Sept 30th - Oct 2nd
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Lodging Friday and Saturday Night
Lunch on Friday
Popular Heavy Hors d’oeuvres Friday Night
Plated Dinner Saturday Night
Continental Breakfast Saturday and Sunday
A few surprises
Event Shirts
ALL FOR ONLY $450.00 per couple
We are accepting $200 deposits now!

Contests of a competitive nature can be expected.
To reserve your spot, call Jan Dallons (805) 712-1111
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FOR MORE INFORMATION: http://www.goldenstateclassics.org/carshows.html
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Wine Run at Villa San Juliette on August 14th. We
had a group of nine and five cars. After a wonderful
drive, we arrived at the Winery to find it all set up
for us. The staff was very welcoming and generous
with the pours. The grounds are simply beautiful!
We enjoyed our wine tasting on the lawn
overlooking the vineyards. An absolutely serene
setting with a great selection of fine wines. We all
enjoyed ourselves immensely.
Maggie

7

8

minutes from the July meeting.
Brian
Cyester moved to accept the minutes as
read, and Sherry Vivas seconded the motion.
The motion passed on a unanimous voice
vote.
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Jan Dallons
was unable to attend. Jon Dallons reported
that for the period July 8th through August
12th we had income of $140, expenses of
$47, and net income of $92. (Jan’s report is
attached.) Dan Miroballi moved to accept
the report.
Sherry Vivas seconded the
motion, and it passed on a unanimous voice
vote.

SLO Vettes Monthly Meeting Minutes
August 12, 2016
Margie’s Diner, San Luis Obispo
San Luis Obispo SLO Vettes President Rick
Gilbert called the meeting to order at 6:30
p.m.
Thirty attendees were present.
Secretary Jeanne Allen and Treasurer Jan
Dallons were absent.
The other elected
officers of the club were present.

Jon also announced, on behalf of Jan, that
he was circulating a signup sheet soliciting
volunteers to provide food for the Hot El
Camino Cruise Night event on August 19 in
Atascadero. We need a total of only four
salads and four desserts.

Membership:
Vice President/Membership
Chair Russ Surber reported that the Club has
37 paid memberships.

Events:
Events Chair Maggie Hood
announced several upcoming events:

We would like more members, so Russ urged
those present to get SLO Vettes business
cards from President Rick to have on hand
when meeting other Corvette owners.

August 14th – Villa San-Juliette
August 19th – Hot El Camino Cruise Night
September 9th – Regular SLO Vettes meeting,
Margie’s Diner
September 30th- October 2 – “Mystery Run” –
Maggie read details from the event
flyer (attached)
October 8th – Tour of solar farm in Carissa
Plains
October 14th – Regular SLO Vettes meeting,
Margie’s Diner

Russ announced that Don Allen had won this
month’s photo quiz by identifying the first
mid-engine Corvette, the XP882, which was
a concept car. Don was absent, so his prize
will be awarded at the September meeting.
Russ presented new members Mike and
Joanne Nemec with their name tags and
asked them to tell the group a little about
themselves.
Mike said they have been
married 47 years. They are originally from
New Jersey, but Joanne wanted to go
California, so they moved westward.
Joanne worked and Mike went to school. He
retired after many years from State Farm.
They live in Pismo Beach and also have a
home in Arizona. They are proud owners of
a 1982 Corvette, which is slowly getting
refurbished and which now has traveled
73,000 miles, including a few Mike has put
on it.

Regarding the run on Sunday, August 14th to
Villa San-Juliette, Maggie said to meet at
the parking area at the Santa Margarita off
ramp by 12:30 p.m. Only three cars were
signed up, and Maggie hoped for more. Two
more cars were added to the list during the
meeting.
Details were provided for the Hot El Camino
Cruise Night event on Friday, August 19th.
We will gather at the car wash, which will
close at 5 p.m. The owner or his staff will
let the cooks, John Beaman and Ron Berkel,
onto the premises before that to get set up
and start the BBQ fire. They will let John

Minutes:
Secretary Jeanne Allen was
unable to attend, so Denise Surber read the
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know when they are ready for the rest of
our group to drive onto the premises.
Meanwhile, we can park our cars on El
Camino Real right in front of the car wash.
Plan to arrive before 5:00 p.m., because the
authorities in Atascadero will start closing
the street about that time.
We will be
allowed to park on El Camino while we wait
to enter the car wash property even if the
street is closed to traffic.

Sunshine: Sunshine Chair Debbie Gilbert
announced the August birthdays and
anniversaries.
Old Business: None
New Business: President Gilbert reminded
the group that a committee will be formed
in September to contact members to about
filling a club position for next year and that
the election of officers will be held in
November.

National Corvette Museum: Ron Grasser
reported on behalf of Museum Liaison Don
Allen, who was unable to attend the
meeting.

50/50 Drawing: Standing in for Jan Dallons,
Russ Surber sold $77.00 in 50/50 tickets.
Denise Williamson held the winning ticket
and won $38.50.

Before giving the Museum report, Ron
related an interesting story. He said he had
traded in his Corvette to Paso Robles
Chevrolet. They sold it right away to a man
from Fresno, who liked it so much that he
traded it in on a brand new one after only
two weeks.

Last Minute Announcements: Russ Surber
mentioned that a bra was available free of
charge that would fit a C7. The bra was
donated by Bob Olson, a former member
who no longer has a Corvette.
Doug
Williamson mentioned for anyone who might
be interested that a new silver Z06 was
available for $90,000 in Arroyo Grande.

Ron read excerpts from Don’s report (full
report attached and elsewhere in the
Newsletter). He also advised that if anyone
decides to visit the Museum, be sure to call
ahead to make a reservation for the
assembly line tour, which he said would be
worthwhile and a visit highlight.

President Gilbert adjourned the meeting at
7:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Newsletter/Website:
Newsletter Editor/
Webmaster Jon Dallons said that hard copies
of the Newsletter were available and that
the website was up to date.

Denise Surber
Acting Secretary

Jon also discussed the upcoming “Mystery
Tour,” noting that Russ and Denise Surber
had just run the route again.
He
encouraged anyone who wanted to
participate to get their deposits in as soon
as possible. He said we may open the run to
non-members.

The Museum has relocated the NCM
Insurance Agency to new offices in the
main Museum lobby.
The agency was
founded in 2009 and today has four staff
members to serve your collector car
insurance needs. NCM Insurance Agency
is one of the fastest growing collector
car insurance agencies, focusing largely
on providing collector car insurance for
your Corvette or any other make or
model that is considered a collector

Merchandise:
Merchandise Chair Valerie
Cochran was not present. She will be at the
Atascadero Hot El Camino Cruise Night
event, so anyone interested in merchandise
can see her there. Valerie sent word that
she can arrange to put logo on any jacket.
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c a r. F or a fre e on l i n e q u ot e vi si t
www.ncminsurance.com.

The Bowling Green Assembly Plant ended
2016 Corvette production on June 27th.
While the production line was shut down,
the time was used to perform routine
maintenance and add upgrades. The plant
has been building the 2017 model year
Corvettes for a few months now as part of
GM’s Captured Test Fleet. Retail production
of the 2017 Corvette began on July 11th and
the first cars were shipped on July 25th.
Only the Stingrays and Grand Sports will be
built initially. Production for the 2017 Z06 is
expected to start up the week of September
5th. For further info, go to:
http://
www.corvettemuseum.org/2017-corvettedelivery-begins/

On your next visit to the Museum you might
just catch a glimpse of two of the latest
exhibit additions - a 1963 Grand Sport II
Replica, and a 1969 Big Block. These two
beauties were just put out on the floor, and
if you are REALLY lucky you'll hear the
Museum staff crank one up. Wow! Until
then, you can read the history on the cars
and see a few video clips and pics online
here.

The final stats for manufacturing of the
2016 Corvette are in and may be viewed on
the Museum’s website.
Sales were very
strong; up 19% from 2015.
40,689 cars
were built. Top three color choices in order
were white, black, and torch red. 77% had
automatic transmissions. The rarest model
was the Z06 convertible.
The entire
breakdown is available on the Museum’s
website
at
http://
www.corvettemuseum.org/2016-modelyear-corvette-final-numbers-released/

As previously mentioned, the NCM is hosting
a special exhibit saluting the Indy 500. Now
owned by the Speedway’s Museum, is the
1957 Corvette SS (XP-54), an experimental
racer designed by Harley Earl and Zora
Arkus-Duntov to compete at Sebring. Check
out some of the history behind this icon at
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/paintingan-icon/

The Bowling Green Assembly Plant has now
assumed the engine building duties of the
LT4, the supercharged engine used in the
Z06. A second shift was added in Bowling
Green to hand build all the LT4 engines
there and to facilitate the customer build
option. The Performance Build Center is
currently building about 45 LT4 engines per
day with each worker responsible for about
2.5 engines per day. Unlike traditional
assembly lines where workers are focused
on one task for each passing engine, at the
PBC, each technician is responsible for the
entire assembly of that engine. If an engine
is unfinished at the end of their shift, it is
covered and wheeled into a holding area
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until that worker returns the next day and
completes it. For more, check out:
h t t p : / / w w w. c o r v e t t e b l o g g e r. c o m /
2016/05/03/corvette-z06-lt4-engines-nowhand-built-bowling-green/

The design renderings were the same as
were disclosed by the former Vice President
of Global Design, Ed Welburn during a press
interview.
Interestingly enough, the
webpage was taken down shortly after the
media discovered it.

The Performance Build Center is where
Corvette enthusiasts can go to build their
own LT4 engine for an additional $5,000.
The “Build Your Engine Program” pairs the
Corvette buyer with an experienced
technician to assemble the customer’s LT4
engine for their new Z06. For details of
program and how to coordinate your
delivery experience, go to:
http://
www.corvettemuseum.org/visit/deliveryprograms/engine-build/

Bob Lutz, former GM Chairman suggests the
new mid-engine Corvette could be a plug-in
Hybrid. He says that with a small battery
and electric motor driving the front wheels,
the car would qualify for a city MPG of
around 50. He should know. The midengine Corvette was his project in 2009 and
he is considered the father of the Volt. The
original plan included a version for Cadillac
also to be built at the Bowling Green plant.

GM has invested heavily in the Assembly
Plant recently and that includes solar power.
Now in operation, the new photovoltaic (PV)
850 kilowatt solar array is expected to
generate 1,200,000 kilowatts of electricity
in its first year, enough to produce about
850 Corvettes.

Among the many articles including spy
photos on this subject:

More Rumors on the Mid-Engine C8 and C7
ZR1

http://www.motorauthority.com/news/
1105152_the-mid-engine-2018-chevroletcorvette-might-have-just-been-outed
http://insideevs.com/bob-lutz-predictsnext-generation-corvette-will-offered-plughybrid-form/
http://www.roadandtrack.com/car-culture/
a29598/bob-lutz-mid-engine-vette/
http://www.msn.com/en-ph/autos/news/
taking-wing-more-spy-photos-hint-at-activeaero-for-2018-corvette-zr1/ar-BBvumrQ?
li=BBr8RiQ
http://www.torquenews.com/106/maybecorvette-based-cadillac-concept-will-debutweek

Katech Performance, a firm devoted to high
performance research and after-market
performance packages primarily designed
for GM products, recently posted some
design renderings and engine specs that
suggest some measure of inside knowledge
of the C8. And Katech would know as they
were the racing arm for Corvette before GM
took it entirely in-house.

Katech’s webpage had provisions for the
“2018+ Corvette ZR1/Zora LT 5”. For some
background:
Corvette has already
trademarked ZR1 and Zora and re-upped the
trademark for LT 5, the engine designation
originally used for the dual overhead cam
engine built by Mercury Marine for the C4
model ZR1.

And now that the C7 Grand Sport is out, how
about a C7 ZR1? Lots of online spy photos.
And a rear wing similar to the spy shots of
the mid-engine C8. Here are a few articles
for further information.
http://www.carscoops.com/2016/08/2018corvette-zr1-to-bring-active-aero.html?m=1
http://gmauthority.com/blog/2016/08/thec7-corvette-zr1-could-actually-be-a-factoryprepped-track-car/
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http://www.autoindustriya.com/autoindustry-news/spied-2018-chevroletcorvette-zr1-caught-testing-anew.html

members of their Warrior Transition
Battalion to enjoy a day at the Corvette
Museum, rides in participants’ Corvettes
at the new NCM Motorsports Park as well
as lunch and tours of the Museum and
Plant. The event will include a Meet n
Greet, road tours and participation in the
Bowling Green Veterans’ Day Parade
followed by lunch at the VFW.
For
f u r t h e r, g o t o :
http://
www.corvettemuseum.org/event/vets-nvettes-2016/?instance_id=364

Upcoming Events:
September 29-October 1, 2016, R8C
(Museum Delivery Option)/Xperience
Reunion
The Museum wants to get together with
delivery customers to thank them for their
past business. The weekend will be filled
with seminars, an afternoon at the
Motorsports Park, VIP plant tours, road
tours and banquets. NCM staff loaded this
weekend with road tours showing some of
their favorite places to visit while in
Kentucky. For information, go to:
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/event/
r8c-xperience-reunion/?instance_id=476

April 27-29, 2017, NCM Bash
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/event/
michelin-ncm-bash/?instance_id=563
Special Notice:

If you are considering a visit to the Museum
early next year, rumor has it that the plant
will shutdown sometime in January/
February 2017 to integrate the new paint
shop with the existing assembly line. It may
last longer than a couple of weeks. The
exact dates have yet to be listed but keep
checking the Museum’s website for the
blackout dates for Plant Tours. You can see
currently scheduled blackout dates as well
as schedule your own tour at http://
www.corvettemuseum.org/visit/planttours/.

October 11-15, 18-22, and 25-29,
Museum in Motion, One Lap of Kentucky
(Tours 1-3)
The KY 1 Lap tour is a partnership
between the National Corvette Museum
and the Kentucky State Police. The two
organizations join together to raise money
for both the Museum and Trooper Island, a
KSP non-profit camp for underprivileged
children. Each year the tour explores a
different section of Kentucky. As always,
the tour will be led by a Kentucky State
Trooper, now using a marked red Corvette
which is sure to attract attention as the
caravan travels through an area of real
Americana. Three separate tour dates are
available. For information, go to:
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/event/
mim-1-lap-of-kentucky-2016-tour-2/?
instance_id=361

To check out these and all the events on
the NCM calendar, go to:
http://
w w w. c o r v e t t e m u s e u m . o r g / e x p l o r e /
events/
For those interested in trivia….. if you recall
from last month, I told you that Corvette
just celebrated its 63rd Birthday. According
to Motor1, the latest Swoop Digital Brand
Exposure Index (DBEI) compiled data from
the most far-reaching depths of the internet
to see which car, and which brand, are the
most talked about online. The winner? The
Chevrolet Corvette.
To see which

November 3-5, 2016, Vets ‘n Vettes,
Sponsored by Mobil 1
The event offers veterans, servicemen and
women and those who want to support
them, a comfortable place to meet and
share stories and experiences. Thursday
kicks off with Fort Campbell sending
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manufacturer won, go to
http://gmauthority.com/blog/2016/07/themost-talked-about-car-on-the-internet-isthe-chevrolet-corvette/
For further information about any NCM
activity, please contact me directly or visit
the
NCM
website
at
www.corvettemuseum.org.

Respectfully submitted,

Don Allen, National Corvette Museum
Ambassador
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