
Greetings all,

Well, first I would like to say thanks to all 
of you who stepped up to run for an 
office. It is members like yourselves that 
makes this a great club.

Not much left to do this year except for 
the Toy Run on Sunday November 6, and 
the Christmas party on December 3, 
which will be our granddaughters 4th 
birthday.    Some of you might remember 
that four years ago when we were at the 
club Christmas party, we were waiting for 
our daughter to go into labor. Thankfully, 
she was considerate enough to wait until 
the day after the party.

Our Vice President, Russ Surber, will be 
taking over Debbie's job of being in 
charge of the Toy Run, since we are in 
Tennessee. 

Please take a new unwrapped toy. They 
also need new or clean gently worn 
children's coats.

We went to the Corvette Museum and 
GM Plant in Bowling Green, Kentucky. If 
you ever get a chance, make the trip, you 
won't regret it.

If you are attending the Christmas Party, 
please  RSVP  to  Jan  Dallons  by 

November 20.  Bring one gift per couple 
with a value of $40.00 to exchange. 

Come to the club meeting on November 
11th at 6:30. It will be the last meeting of 
the year.  You will vote for next years club 
officers.

We will not be at this months club 
meeting, we will probably be in New 
Orleans.   We will see you at the 
Christmas party.

Happy Thanksgiving !

Respectfully, your President ,

                         
Rick Gilbert  rickgilbert63@yahoo.com
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MISCELLANEOUS RAMBLINGS 

First and foremost, a heart-felt tip o’ 
my hat to Sherry Vivas and Ron Berkel 
for the fantastic job they did in 
putting together a slate of candidates 
for the Club’s 2017 Board.  Serving on 
any club’s nominating committee can be 
a thankless job, and the mere fact that 
Sherry and Ron volunteered is 
commendable.  The job they did, 
however, of finding a candidate for 
every open position on the Board and, 
as a bonus, someone to take over the 
Club’s Newsletter, was above and 
beyond and deserves the thanks and 
gratitude of everyone in SLO Vettes.  
Likewise, I’d like to say thank you to 
those brave souls who agreed to serve, 
it is the sign of a strong club when its 
membership is willing to devote time to 
its continued success.  The election will 
take place at the November meeting, 
so be there if you can, it’s important. 

In a similar vein, I’d like to thank 
everyone who has already renewed 
their annual membership and suggest to 
those who haven’t that they do so soon.  
Membership renewals are due in by 
December 1, but we encourage you to 

not put off renewing your membership 
until the last minute.  Jon has included 
a renewal application in this edition of 
the Newsletter and it will only take a 
few minutes to fill it out and write the 
check necessary to ensure that you 
remain on the Club’s rolls for next year.   

The year is rapidly coming to an end 
and I’m sure we’re all thinking about 
the Holidays and whether Santa has us 
on the “Naughty” or “Nice” list.  We’ll 
have a chance to play Santa ourselves 
on Saturday, November 6 with our 
annual Toy Run to the Paso Robles 
Community Church where we will be 
giving gifts to the Paso Robles Toy 
Bank for distribution.  It’s a great 
event and gives us a chance to ensure 
that every child has something beneath 
the Christmas Tree.  You should bring a 
new toy, unwrapped, in its original 
packaging.  In addition to toys, the Toy 
Bank collects coats for Coats for Tots 
so if you have a new or “lightly used” 
coat suitable for a child bring it along, 
I can promise you that there is a child 
out there who will be very grateful.   

The annua l Chr istmas Party i s 
scheduled for Saturday, December 3, 
at Paso Robles’s Courtyard Marriott on 
South Vine Street.  A No-Host Cocktail 
will begin at 6:00 p.m. followed by a sit-
down dinner at 7:00 p.m.  After dinner, 
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the Pirate Gift Exchange will finish off 
the evening.  For new members, the 
“Pirate” part means that just because 
you receive a gift doesn’t mean you get 
to keep it!  Every couple or single will 
draw a number that dictates in what 
order they come forward to choose one 
of the gifts we’ve brought, or, chose to 
“pirate” a gift already opened by 
someone else, who in turn gets to pick a 
new unwrapped gift.  And, to make it 
completely fair, when all the gifts have 
been given out and all the pirating is 
complete, the first one called (who had 
no one to pirate from) gets to decide 
whether to keep what they have or 
swap it for someone else’s gift, meaning 
you’re not safe until the proverbial fat 
lady sings!  Everyone has a great, if 
nerve wracking time, and we all go home 
thinking, “If I just could have pirated 
that!”  So, bring something worth 
“pirat ing” and add to the fun.  
Remember, each couple needs to bring 
one wrapped gift worth a minimum of 
$40.00. 

Finally, after urging you to attend the 
November meeting at which we will 
elect our officers and Board for 2017, 
I need to confess that Denise and I 
will miss the meeting because our 50th 
wedding anniversary gift to each other 
was a week in New York City for the 
opera and theater, and that turned out 
to be in early November.  President 

Rick, who will also be out-of-state, has 
asked Jan Dallons to preside over the 
November meeting, so be kind to her.  
And, yes, Jan has my absentee ballot! 

Happy Trails! 

Russ Surber,    VP / Membership 

rdsurber@charter.net 

November Birthdays 

November      8                 Ken Wilkinson

November     17                Joanne Nemec

November     23                David King

November Anniversaries 

November       4         Don & Jeanne Allen

November     10   Chris & Glenna Petrush

November     26     Randy & Debbie Huhn 

Debbie    debbiegilbert55@yahoo.com 
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SLO Vettes Monthly Meeting Minutes 

October 14, 2016  

Margie’s Diner, San Luis Obispo 

San Luis Obispo SLO Vettes Vice President, 
Russ Surber called the meeting to order at 
6:32 pm.   Nineteen attendees were 
present.   President Rick Gilbert was absent; 
all other elected officers were present. 

Membership:  Vice President/Membership 
Chair, Russ Surber introduced new member 
Lydell Walters from Templeton bringing the 
club membership to thirty-eight.   

Russ presented a matted photograph to Don 
Allen as a prize won in the August photo quiz 
identifying the first mid-engine Corvette. 

Russ reminded everyone that this is 
membership renewal time.  Dues are $60 
and the deadline is December 1st. 

Minutes:   Secretary, Jeanne Allen read 
Acting Secretary Denise Surber’s minutes 
from the September meeting.  Chuck Varela 
moved to accept the minutes as corrected 
and the motion was seconded by Ron Berkel.  
The motion passed on a unanimous voice 
vote. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer, Jan Dallons 
reported on the club’s income and expenses 
from September 10th through October 14th 
and also year-to-date totals.  Jan reported 
that the Club’s NCM annual membership 
came due and the Museum offered a special 
rate for a 5-year membership.  After 
contacting the Board, Jan received approval 
for the 5-year renewal.   Denise Surber 
made a motion to accept the report and 
Georgia Ott seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed on a unanimous voice vote. 

National Corvette Museum:  Museum 
Liaison, Don Allen reported on numerous 
activities at the museum.   Don also 
mentioned that several club members 
recently visited both the Museum and the 
Assembly Plant during their vacations.  For 
o t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n a n d e v e n t 
announcements, please see Don’s article in 
this newsletter. 

Events:  Events Chair, Maggie Hood reported 
on the Mystery Run and how fantastic it was.  
She encouraged everyone to participate in 
this event next year.  Maggie also announced 
the November 5th Toy Run and the Dec 3rd 
Christmas Party.  Jan Dallons added 
information regarding the Christmas party 
which will be held at the Marriott Courtyard 
in Paso Robles.  Jan will be working with the 
hotel to reserve a block of rooms for those 
wishing to stay the night.  Approximate cost 
for dinner will be $20-$25 per person.  
Events will include a sit-down plated dinner, 
appetizers, dessert, music by Jon (if she can 
talk him into it), dancing and a pirate’s gift 
exchange with a gift valued at a minimum of 
$40 per couple.  Jan wasn’t sure if the club 
had the funds to purchase wine.  Anyone 
wishing to bring wine may do so but will be 
charged a hotel corkage fee of $10.00.  A 
full service bar will be available.  Jan will 
be sending out invitations to members 
including an RSVP for attendance and dinner 
choices.   

Sunshine:  Sunshine Chair, Debbie Gilbert 
was absent and Denise Surber announced 
the October birthdays and anniversaries.  
Denise mentioned that Ron Berkel recently 
had knee surgery and also reported that Dan 
Miroballi had a knee replacement.   

Merchandise:  Merchandise Chair, Valerie 
Cochran was absent.  Russ urged members 
wishing to place orders to contact Valerie 
directly.  Jan Dallons had some merchandise 
that may have been special orders which 
included polo shirts, hooded sweatshirts and 
ball caps.   

Newsletter/Website:  Newsletter Editor/
Webmaster, Jon Dallons was absent and Jan 
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Dallons reported that the website is up to 
date. 

Old Business:  Last month President Gilbert 
asked for volunteers to poll members for 
participation in the upcoming elections.  
Ron Berkel and Sherry Vivas teamed up for 
the project.  Ron reported that all members 
were contacted and the results are as 
follows: 

1. F o r P r e s i d e n t , R u s s S u r b e r 
volunteered to run for President.  

2. For Vice President, Jon Beaman 
volunteered. 

3. Fo r S e c re t a r y, J eanne A l l en 
volunteered. 

4. F o r Tr e a s u r e r, J a n D a l l o n s 
volunteered.  

5. For Events Chair, Dave Breece was 
volunteered to run by his wife Deb. 

Ron also reported on some of the non-
elected positions.  Don Allen volunteered to 
remain as the Museum Liaison and Ken 
Wilkinson offered to assume the Newsletter 
duties.  Jon Dallons will remain the 
Webmaster.   

New Business:  NCM Liaison Don Allen 
r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e N C M s e n t a n 
acknowledgement of the Club’s membership 
renewal which included 30 Museum passes.  
Any club member planning a Museum visit, 
please see Don.  The passes don’t expire 
until September 2021. 

Russ Surber reported information that he 
learned during the recent Mystery Trip.  He 
said that a private museum in Porterville has 
a large collection of Chevrolet cars and 
thought the club might want to plan a visit 
in the future. 

50/50 Drawing:  Jan Dallons sold $55.00 
worth of tickets and Chuck Varela won 
$27.50.  Chris Petrush donated a Show and 
Stow front license plate bracket to be 
raffled off and Chuck Varela was lucky 
enough to win that drawing also.   

Last minute Announcements:  Russ 
announced that even though Chris and 
G l e n n a Pe t r u s h w e r e m o v i n g t o 

Pennsy l van i a , t hey renewed the i r 
membership and would be back to visit in 
their Corvette sometime next year.  He also 
reminded club members that voting for 
officers would be next month. 

Vice President Surber adjourned the meeting 
at 7:35 p.m. 

 Respectfully submitted, 

Jeanne Allen 
Secretary 

November 6th - Toy Run. This event is on 
Sunday. We will meet  at 12:30  in 
Atascadero at the outlet parking lot, north 
end. Please bring a new, unwrapped toy. 
If you would like, bring a new or gently 
used coat to give in addition to the toy. 
Ages infant through 18. Afterwards, we 
will go to the Loading Chute in Creston 
for lunch(dutch treat).
Please let me know if you will be going. 
Please follow the link to our "SAVE THE 
DATE"webpage for more information on 
our 2017 car show.
http://laketahoecorvetteclub.org/save
%20the%20date.html
And, If you are interested in having the 
lambo door hinges installed on your C5 or 
C6 at our  2017CORVETTES AT 
THE LAKE CAR SHOW  , please 
follow the link to the webpage:
http://laketahoecorvetteclub.org/lambo
%20doors.html 
Thanks - - - 

Maggie        sprite112@msn.com 
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Museum News 

Dave and Deb Breece just visited the 
Museum and Assembly Plant during their 
month-long (at least, maybe longer?) 
Corvette cruise across much of the US.  
Dave was tempted by the new Black Rose 
color on this C7 coupe being delivered at 
the Museum. 

 

The Indy Car display at the Exhibition 
Hall ended on October 14th.  The next 
exhibit is entitled, “Gone, But Not 
Forgotten.” Featuring fourteen limited 
production GM automobiles, the display 
begins October 21st and will run thru 
January 6, 2017.  To see a listing and 
description of each, go to http://
www.corvet temuseum.org/exp lo re/
exhibits/gone-but-not-forgotten/  

The Museum rotates all the exhibits 
periodically and several examples of 
Anniversary and Special Edition Corvettes 
are now displayed in the Skydome.  
Among the d i sp lays a re two D ick 
Guldstrand Corvettes (a convertible and 
a coupe).  While both are based on the 
C4 ZR1 chassis, only few of the original 
components remain.  The cars are very 
sleek and with supercharged engines, 
they are capable of 200+ mph. 

The Museum now offers a complimentary 
audio tour that can be downloaded (or 
streamed) to any mobile device or MP3 
player and played while touring the 
displays.  Before going to the Museum, go 
to http://www.corvettemuseum.org/
audiotour/  to access the audio file.  

Some changes are coming to the website 
over the next few months.  It is mobile-
device friendly and will adjust its layout to 
suit the phone or other device you use to 
view it.  It is linked to your actual 
membership records and will automatically 
determine your membership level and 
discount.  It will feature a much-improved 
search engine, and new sharing and wishlist 
features.  It will also make event 
registration and raffle ticket purchases 
easier. 

The Museum now has a computer 
integrated sound system that will add a 
new dimension to the experience.  The 
system consists of over 200 in-ceiling 
loudspeakers in 40 zones which should 
take the visitors to new levels. 

Per the contractor, “For years, the 
museum used the modest sound system 
that went in with the building for paging, 
mainly. The exhibits used TVs with DVDs 
on loop, which didn’t pack a lot of punch. 
We noticed that the National Corvette 
Museum had the feel of a natural history 
museum – it was quiet. For example, the 
museum has a ‘boardwalk’ where new 
Corvette owners can pick up their custom-
ordered vehicles. It’s awesome looking – 
all these new Corvettes awaiting their 
new owners – but it was silent! We 
convinced them that they needed some 
exciting music, consistent with the 
brand.” 

Only a few parcels at the NCM Motorsports 
Park remain available for sponsorship 
through the Acre Program – the same 
campaign that was created to purchase the 
acreage for the Park. Acres can be 
sponsored for a tax deductible contribution 
of $15,000. 
 
Donors will be listed on a special, 
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permanent engraved wall at the Park and 
will receive a framed deed for display. The 
opportunity to participate ends  December 
31, 2016  and the wall will be erected in 
2017. To inquire about an acre please 
contact Connie Russell at 270-467-8815 or by 
email at connie@corvettemuseum.org.  The 
park also has a number of sponsorship 
and advertis ing programs available 
inc lud ing fence s igns , Armco s ign 
advertising, and garage sponsorships.  
V i s i t h t t p : //moto r spo r t spa r k . o r g/
getinvolved/sponsorships  to learn more 
about these opportunities. 

The NCM Motorsport Park is in settlement 
talks with its neighbors over a noise dispute.  
Residents living in nearby Clark Circle have 
formed a group to combat what they call 
excessive noise created by vehicles at the 
park.  A November jury trial would consider 
possible monetary damages.  Meanwhile the 
judge nixed a temporary restraining order 
sought by the residential group to shut down 
the park. 

Upcoming NCM Events: 

November 3-5, 2016, Vets ‘n Vettes, 
Sponsored by Mobil 1 

While this info is stale for this year, 
member s m i gh t wan t t o con s i de r 
attending it next year.  The event offers 
veterans, servicemen and women and 
those who support them, a comfortable 
place to meet and share stories and 
experiences.  It kicks off with Fort 
Campbell sending members of their 
Warrior Transition Battalion to enjoy a day 
at the Corvette Museum, r ides in 
participants’ Corvettes at the new 
Motorsports Park as well as lunch and 
tours of the Museum and Plant.  The event 
will include a Meet n Greet, road tours 
and participation in the Bowling Green 
Veterans’ Day Parade followed by lunch at 
the VFW.  For further, check out: http://
www.corvettemuseum.org/event/vets-n-
vettes-2016/?instance_id=364 

Museum Deliveries 

If you want to check out some photos of 
really cool new Corvettes, the NCM 
delivery experience, and a dealer that 
specializes in Corvettes, check out Mike 
Furman at Criswell’s Chevrolet.  The 
Maryland dealer is one of the top sellers, 
if not the number 1, in the US.  See the 
p h o t o s a t :  h t t p : / /
www.corvetteblogger.com/2016/10/09/
corvette-del ivery-dispatch-nat ional-
corvette-seller-mike-furman-oct-9th/  If 
you want to see some photos of Z06 
customers that took advantage of the 
$1500 voucher for the Ron Fellows 
Corvette Owners School in Pahrump, NV, 
c h e c k o u t h t t p : / /
www.corvetteblogger.com/2016/10/12/
gallery-corvette-seller-mike-furman-takes-
h i s - c u s t omer s - t o - s choo l - a t - s p r i n g -
mountain/ 
 
If you are considering a visit to the Museum 
be sure to check the Museum’s website for 
the blackout dates for Plant Tours.  You can 
see currently scheduled blackout dates as 
well as schedule your own tour at http://
www.corvettemuseum.org/visit/plant-
tours/.  To check out these and all the 
events on the NCM calendar, go to:  
h t t p : / / w w w. c o r v e t t e m u s e u m . o r g /
explore/events/ 

More Rumors on the Mid-Engine C8 and C7 
ZR1 

GM Authority, the independent forum for 
everything GM, speculates that the new 
paint shop may be a guise for a C8 assembly 
line which suggests the C8 could be built 
alongside the current C7 design.  GM 
Authority also suggests the C8 could be split 
off as a separate division but does not think 
that move is likely short term.  Of course, 
the Authority also suggests the C8 could be 
badged as a Cadillac to go heads up with 
competitors such as the Audi R8. 

The Authority thinks the C8 Corvette will be 
a mid-engine, initially fitted with a pushrod 
V8 but could soon include an overhead cam 
version in either V8 or V6 design along with 
a hybrid design.  It also wonders if the stick 
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shift will be replaced by a dual-clutch 
automatic.  Read more:  http://
gmauthority.com/blog/2016/09/rumor-
round-up-the-most-popular-mid-engine-
corvette-theories/ 

To add some heat to that notion, the latest 
report from  Car and Driver  cites Tremec’s 
acquisition of a Belgum engineering firm 
responsible for relationships with Mercedes-
AMG, Ferrari and McLaren.  Now, the 
engineering expertise from both companies 
has given birth to the TR-9007 family of 
dual-clutch automatic transmissions (DCT).  
These gearboxes are built to withstand a 
redline of 9,000 RPM and 664 lb-ft of torque 
with seven forward gears .  Read 
more:  http://gmauthority.com/blog/
2016/09/mid-engine-c8-corvette-to-
reportedly-ship-with-a-new-dual-clutch-
transmission/#ixzz4MAtqPIMy and http://
gmauthority.com/blog/2016/09/rumor-
round-up-the-most-popular-mid-engine-
corvette-theories/ 

And there have been more sightings of the 
prototype ZR1s.  Both coupes and 
convertibles, small and large rear wings, 
and some great sounds.  Nothing like the 
rumble of a supercharged or maybe a  twin-
turbocharged V8.  Here are some links: 
http://www.tflcar.com/2016/10/hear-the-
rumble-of-the-2018-chevy-corvette-zr1-
prototype-hunting/ 
http://da i lysunknoxv i l le .com/2018-
corvette-zr1-comes-with-two-options/
920012125 
https://www.carthrottle.com/post/a-
chevrolet-corvette-zr1-prototype-has-been-
spotted-and-its-wearing-a-mad-rear-wing/ 
http://blog.caranddr iver.com/2018-
chevrolet-corvette-zr1-spotted-again-
including-video/ 
h t t p : / / w w w. c o r v e t t e b l o g g e r. c o m /
2016/10/05/video-2018-corvette-zr1-
convertible-prototype-captured-testing-
ohio/ 
http://indianautosblog.com/2016/10/2018-
chevrolet-corvette-zr1-244599 

Miscellaneous Corvette Ramblings: 

Attention C7 owners.  GM is recalling more 
than 4 million vehicles  across the globe 

over a software defect that can prevent the 
airbags from deploying  in the event of a 
crash, the company announced Friday. All 
2014-2017 Corvettes are included.  The 
software defect, which is located in the 
sensing and diagnostic module (SDM) that 
controls the deployment of the airbags and 
seatbelt pre-tensioners, can cause those 
safety features to fail in rare circumstances 
where the system erroneously kicks into test 
mode. 

Autobahn patrol cars??  To add to the 
Corvette’s lengthy resume, Germany’s law 
enforcers revealed that they will be 
replacing the Porsche 911 with the Corvette 
as their high-speed patrol car.  So why is the 
911 getting replaced by a Corvette?  Like it 
or not, Some believe that the answer is with 
the Corvette’s looks. The menacing design 
of the Corvette will intimidate the law 
breakers on high-speed roads and the 
lighting effects applied to the car can 
enhance that feeling. It is either that or the 
Corvette is cheaper than the 911. 

Know a Corvette enthusiast in England?  If 
someone really wants a right-hand drive 
Corvette, Clive Sutton will convert your car 
for only $70,000.  The Sutton Bespoke 
conversions use precision-sculpted moldings 
of interior to ‘mirror’ the dashboard and 
move the steering assembly on the opposite 
side of the interior. Most elements of the 
interior trim are handcrafted but the 
company also uses 3D printing to re-
manufacture certain parts.   Besides 
Corvettes, other cars can also be converted. 

How fast is the new Grand Sport?  Car and 
Driver Magazine  just held their 10th 
annual Lightning Lap competition on the 4.1 
mile Grand West Course at Virginia 
International Raceway with 18 cars grouped 
into similar classes based on price. Think of 
this as the North American answer to the 
Nurburgring. This year, the 2017 Corvette 
Grand Sport was included in the LL3 class 
which also consisted of the 2016 Dodge 
Hellcat SRT, a 2016 Porsche Cayman GT4 and 
the 2016 Lexis GS F.  The Grand Sport was 
tested with the seven-speed manual 
transmission along with the Z07 Performance 
Package and level 2 aerodynamics.  
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The Grand Sport ran a 2:47.1 and totally 
obliterated the competition both in the LL3 
class ($65,000–$124,999) and most of the 
LL4 class ($125,000–$244,999) too. It 
outperformed several higher-priced 
competitors like the 2016 McLaren 570 S, 
the 2017 Acura NSX, the 2016 BMW M4 GTS 
and the 2016 Audo R8 V-10 Plus. The 2016 
Porsche 911 GT3RS was only 0.1 seconds 
faster while the 2016 Dodge Viper ACR 
clocked an impressive 2:44.2 and the 2015 
Corvette Z06’s time was 2:44.6. 

Here is a link to the video of the Lightning 
Lap.  Be sure you watch the end to see the 
driver’s reaction when he crosses the finish 
line!  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=nL1LrmT5RSo 

For further information about any NCM 
activity, please contact me directly or visit 
t h e N C M w e b s i t e a t 
www.corvettemuseum.org.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Don Allen, National Corvette Museum 
Ambassador 
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