
Hi Everybody,

Well, Debbie and I, and the Foltz's, finally 
made it back home!        What a trip!    We 
went to so many places and saw so many 
things in the 7 1/2 weeks.

Some of the highlights were , The Grand 
Canyon, Loretta Lynn's Ranch, LBJ 
Ranch, Branson, Nashville, Graceland, 
Memphis, Gatlinburg, Pigeon Forge, and 
New Orleans.

 We really lucked out with perfect weather 
during the whole trip.  It rained maybe a 
total of 4 days out of 53.    Otherwise, 
beautiful and sunny!

We went to Nevada, Arizona, New 
Mexico, Texas, Arkansas, Missouri, 
Il l inois, Kentucky, Tennessee, and 
Mississippi .   And we are already 
planning our next trip!  

We made it to the Corvette Museum and 
the GM Plant in Bowling Green, 
Kentucky.  What an experience!      If you 
haven't been there, make it a must on 
your bucket list.  You won't regret it!

Many of you know that this is my last year 
as your club president.   It has been my 
privilege to serve as your president for 
the past four years. We have had many

 great cruises together and a lot of good 
laughs.   It was a great experience!

Now I would like to congratulate all the 
new club officers for 2017.

Your new President will be Russ Surber. 
Vice President will be John Beaman.
Secretary will be Jeanne Allen.  
Treasurer will be Jan Dallons.  
Events Chairperson will be Dave Breece.

All of these officers will assume their 
duties at the   Events Planning Meeting 
next month.   

Again,  thanks to all of you for running for 
office.  Enjoy the Ride!  

I will see you at the Christmas Party!

Respectfully, Your President ,
Rick Gilbert

                         
Rick Gilbert  rickgilbert63@yahoo.com

�1

       Front Page                                       MONTHLY NEWSLETTER  ©                          December 2016

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE
 Rick Gilbert

NEXT MEETING

Events Planning Meeting

TBA

January ?

mailto:rickgilbert63@yahoo.com


MISCELLANEOUS RAMBLINGS 

I don’t know about you, but I felt the 
world became a tad more “adult” this 
year when Denise pointed out to me 
that fewer businesses had “gone 
Christmas” before Thanksgiving.  As a 
kid, I recall the excitement of seeing 
our department stores (which, I should 
add, are sadly missing in this county) 
t a k e d o w n t h e i r T h a n k s g i v i n g 
decorations and then begin to dress 
their windows and aisles for the 
Holiday.  Today it seems more like 
Santa is a part-time employee of a 
major ad agency and is ready to flog 
everything from adult diapers to six-
figure luxury SUV’s.  Call me old 
fashioned, and I am, but I kind of liked 
the Santa we now only see on the 
Hallmark Channel, a portly gentleman 
who beguiles children and restores 
hope and faith in weary adults.  
Whatever, Denise and I want to wish 
you all a very Merry Christmas and a 
delightful New Year. 

In that department, let me remind you 
that by tradition the club’s December 
meeting takes the form of a Christmas 
Party at which we exchange gifts, eat 
too much and tell stories of the 
amazing things we’ve done with our cars 
over the past year.  I imagine this will 

arrive in your in-box sometime after 
this coming Saturday’s party, so let’s 
just say I hope to see you there. 

We’ve had an election and a new slate 
of officers will take the reins next 
month.  I think it’s important to take a 
bit of time to thank Rick Gilbert for all 
he has done on behalf of the club since 
becoming President four years ago.  His 
wisdom, intelligence and sense of 
humor calmed the seas when they 
needed calming, provided direction 
when direction was needed and never 
failed to keep the club’s interests at 
the forefront of his mind.  He leaves 
big shoes to fill and I’m sure will 
remain a vital part of the club and its 
activities in the years to come.  At the 
same time, Debbie Gilbert deserves a 
tip o’ the hat too for keeping Rick 
presentable and prepared.  Thank you 
both, you have been extraordinary! 

As we thank the Gilberts we also need 
to thank Jon Dallons for the work he 
has put into the Newsletter, not to 
mention the time he spends as the 
club’s webmaster.  A newsletter is the 
thread that ties a club together and 
Jon’s work to make our newsletter one 
of the best has played a vital role in 
the club’s success.  So, a big thank you 
to Jon and equally big thanks for his 
design and management of our SLO 
Vettes website, which is one of the 
best in the country. 
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Following up on that, the Club needs 
someone to take over the Newsletter.  
It’s a chance for someone to make a 
huge contribution to the club.  And, if 
no one steps forward, our newsletter 
will simply stop, something that would 
be a tragedy.  So, PLEASE, will 
someone volunteer to become our new 
Newsletter Editor/Publisher? 

The soon-to-be-available, 700 hp+ ZR-1 
has appeared on the streets in a very 
revealing camouflage, as you can see 
here in this Motor Trend photo: 

  

Yes, that’s a fixed wing at the back of 
the car, and you can just see the clear 
tail lights that mimic those on the 
Z0-6.  You can read more about this 
super-car at:   

http://www.motortrend.com/news/
s p i e d - c h e v r o l e t - c o r v e t t e - z r 1 -
prototype-channels-its-inner-race-car/ 

If you haven’t yet renewed your SLO 
Vettes membership, please do so today.  

Memberships expire in December and 
while we traditionally stretch that date 
into early January, it would be very 
helpful if you could renew now so we’ll 
have a better idea of what the club will 
look like in the new year.  Thank you. 

Finally, a word of thanks to everyone in 
the club for choosing me to follow Rick 
as President.  I think SLO Vettes is a 
club driven by its dedication to the 
idea that our cars were made to be 
driven and that the events should not 
only let us do that but also provide an 
opportunity for members to socialize 
with one another in a re laxed 
atmosphere.  I hope in the coming year 
we can continue to provide you with a 
fun event each month, understanding 
that we all have other commitments 
and that one-day events are the most 
accessible for most members.  Two or 
three “long weekend” events will, I 
hope, be a part of our events schedule, 
along with the one day runs we all 
enjoy.  John Beaman, our soon-to-be 
VP/Membership and I have been talking 
about ways to make our meetings a bit 
livelier and hope that in the coming 
year we can invite some speakers who 
will address issues of interest to the 
club.  In fact, if you have any ideas 
about someone who you think would be 
a good speaker, please, let us know. 

Well, with that let me again say Merry 
Christmas and the best of New Years. 
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Russ Surber 
VP/Membership 

Russ Surber,    VP / Membership 

rdsurber@charter.net 

December Birthdays

Dec      3                            Marty Cochran
Dec      6                              Craig Estrada
Dec     14                              Debbie Huhn
Dec     15                              Floyd Owens
Dec     16                         Harold Suschke
Dec     23                         Sharon Grasser
Dec     24                              Carlos Vivas
Dec     30                    Denise Williamson

December Anniversary

Dec       9              Ron & Sharon Grasser

January Birthdays 

Jan        3                           Debbie Gilbert 
Jan        8                              Janice Ames 
Jan       16                             Sherry Vivas 
Jan       19                            Ronald Miller 
Jan       22                               Dave Foltz 
Jan       22                           Dan Miroballi 

No January Anniversaries 

Debbie    debbiegilbert55@yahoo.com 

SLO Vettes Monthly Meeting Minutes 

November 11, 2016  

Margie’s Diner, San Luis Obispo 

San Luis Obispo SLO Vettes Treasurer Jan 
Dallons called the meeting to order at 6:30 
pm.   Fourteen attendees were present.   
President Rick Gilbert, Vice President, Russ 
Surber and Events Chair Maggie Hood were 
absent; all other elected officers were 
present. 

Membership:  Vice President/Membership 
Chair, Russ Surber was absent.  Brian Cyester 
spoke with a prospective member, John 
Hartman.  John is currently shopping for a 
Corvette and plans to enroll as a member at 
the January meeting. 

Minutes:   Secretary, Jeanne Allen read the 
minutes from the October meeting.  Brian 
Cyester moved to accept the minutes and 
the motion was seconded by Georgia Ott.  
The motion passed on a unanimous voice 
vote. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer, Jan Dallons 
reported on the club’s income and expenses 
from October 15th through November 11 and 
also year-to-date totals.  Jan reported that 
the club is solvent and the deposit had been 
paid for the Christmas party.  Chuck Varela 
made a motion to accept the report and 
Marty Cochran seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed on a unanimous voice vote. 

Events:  Events Chair, Maggie Hood was 
absent.  Gary Hood reported on the Toy Run.  
Twenty people in thirteen cars participated.  
Three hefty bags of toys were collected for 
distribution on the first Saturday in 
December at the fairgrounds.  Volunteers 
are welcome. 
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Brian Cyester said he was contacted by the 
local CHP office regarding our annual Toy 
Run Event.  In the past, our event was 
coordinated with the CHP toy gathering 
event but we have since coordinated with 
another local organization.  CHP Captain 
J.W. Townsend wants to address the subject 
at one of our future meetings in hopes of 
reestablishing our partnership.  Brian will 
coordinate a date. 

 Gary also announced the Dec 3rd Christmas 
Party.  Jan Dallons reminded everyone that 
the information had sent out by email which 
included the RSVP form.  She said the RSVP 
needed to be filled out and returned as soon 
as possible.  Jan added that there will not 
be a full bar and members need to contact 
her directly regarding refreshment options. 

Brian Cyester said he was contacted by the 
Monterey Peninsula Corvette Club regarding 
the Ragged Point Run, our annual joint 
event with their club in February.  They 
want to participate again and asked if we 
had a date preference.  They are setting up 
their event calendar and needed a date 
right away.  After discussion, February 18, 
2017 was chosen and Brian will share that 
with them. 

Sunshine:  Sunshine Chair, Debbie Gilbert 
was absent and Don Allen announced the 
November birthdays and anniversaries.  
Chuck Varela added his birthday (November 
5th) to the list. 

Merchandise:  Merchandise Chair, Valerie 
Cochran displayed some merchandise stock.  
She will bring her inventory to the Christmas 
party in case members would like to make 
purchases for Christmas gifts.   

Newsletter/Website:  Newsletter Editor/
Webmaster, Jon Dallons reported that the 
website is up to date but has some photos to 
add. 

National Corvette Museum:  Museum 
Liaison, Don Allen reported on numerous 
activities at the museum.   Don also 
presented Jan with a 10-year certificate of 
appreciation for our club’s membership at 

the museum.  For other information and 
event announcements, please see Don’s 
article in this newsletter. 

Don also reported that Jerry Murphy had 
contacted the club and asked for any 
assistance in selling his 2010 ZR-1.  The car 
is red with a black interior.  It has 900 miles 
on the odometer and has been garaged and 
covered.  He starts the engine monthly and 
is asking $112,000.  Interested parties can 
call him at (805) 929-1259. 

Old Business:  Last month a list of 
nominations for elected officer positions 
was submitted by Ron Berkel and Sherry 
Vivas.  Treasurer Jan Dallons opened the 
floor for additional nominations.  No other 
nominees were submitted.   No elected 
positions were contested.  Rex Ott made a 
motion to accept the list of nominees and 
submit the matter to a vote by those 
present.  Marty Cochran seconded the 
motion.  Jan asked for a vote, by a showing 
of hands, to elect those nominees to their 
respective positions.   The measure passed 
by a unanimous vote.  The elected officers 
for 2017 are as follows: 

1. President, Russ Surber.  
2. Vice President, Jon Beaman. 
3. Secretary, Jeanne Allen. 
4. Treasurer, Jan Dallons.  
5. Events Chair, Dave Breece. 

The non-elected positions will be appointed 
by President Surber. 

New Business:  None. 

50/50 Drawing:  Jan Dallons sold $40.00 
worth of tickets and Chuck Varela won 
$20.00.   

Treasurer Jan Dallons adjourned the meeting 
at 7:31 p.m. 

 Respectfully submitted, 

Jeanne Allen 
Secretary 
Museum News 
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Museum News 

The Gilberts and the Foltzs just visited 
the Museum and Assembly Plant during 
their RV cruise across much of the US.  
They picked up some souvenirs in the 
NCM store and hopefully they will be 
sport ing them during an upcoming 
meeting. 

November is Military Appreciation Month 
at the Museum.  Those who have served 
and their immediate families get in free 
during November.  Also included are law 
enforcement and fire fighters.  Proof of 
service is required. 

Also during November, the Museum Store 
is offering free UPS ground shipping on 
all orders for items totaling over $75.  
Check out the clearance sales too: 
https://store.corvettemuseum.org/ 

The recent 8th annual Vets ‘n Vettes 
Event presented by Mobil 1 was a great 
success.  The 4-day event was open to all 
veterans and their families.  Among the 
many attendees were wounded warriors 
from the nearby Fort Campbell and Fort 
Knox.  One of the highlights of the 
weekend was the free ride event at the 
Motorsports Park.  150 Corvettes were 
present to take veterans for rides around 
the track.  See the video:  https://
w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ?
v=HQW5dWFOajQ 

If you shop on Amazon a percentage of your 
purchase can benefit the National Corvette 
Museum, at no additional cost to you.  The 
program is called Amazon Smile - and it 
offers all the same products as Amazon.  
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your 
eligible AmazonSmile purchases to National 
Corvette Museum Foundation Inc whenever 
you shop on AmazonSmile.  To get started 

sharing the love with the National 
Co r ve t te  Museum, go t o h t tp s : //
smile.amazon.com/ch/74-2519972 

Becoming a member of the Museum has 
many more benefits than just getting 
free admission including, discounts on 
merchandise, event registrations, and 
being a part of the huge Corvette family.  
Check out the video to experience what 
it is to be a member.  Go to http://
www.corvet temuseum.org/suppor t/
membership/  

Last month I told you that the NCM 
Motorsport Park is in settlement talks with 
its neighbors over a noise dispute.  It’s not 
over yet, but the   legal battle could be 
nearing an end.  Voluntary noise restrictions 
implemented this summer have apparently 
satisfied the majority of residents near the 
Bowling Green racetrack.  The parties have 
agreed to a decibel limit of 108 with the 
exception of eight days where the limits are 
waived.  Hopefully the matter will be 
resolved soon. 

Upcoming NCM Events: 

2017 NCM Bash sponsored by Michelin 

The Bash marks the beginning of the NCM 
on-site event season and is one of our 
largest annual events.  Activities include 
scenic road tours including visits to old 
favorites and new attractions, special 
seminars by Corvette Powertrain and 
sculpting by Corvette Design, 2 Car 
Shows, autograph sessions, access to 
Customer Assistance Center, talk to the 
“CorvetteMechanic”, participate in a 
raffle drawing, and win memorabilia at a 
live benefit auction.   Also back by 
popular demand are the Women’s Garage 
Party presented by women engineers 
from GM, This event will see the return 
of members of the Corvette Race Team, 
the always popular Ladies’ Oasis, and the 
event banquet.   You also have the 
opportunity to participate in NCM golf 
with members of the Corvette design 
team and Corvette Racing.  Then go over 
to the Motorsports Park for touring laps 
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and watch as Corvettes take to the track 
as owners learn what their cars can do.  
Registration will open in late November. 

Upcoming Raffles 

2017 Wakins Glen Gray Corvette Coupe 
Raffle, Thursday, December 15, 2016 at 
2pm CT 
Tickets $150 and the raffle is limited to 
1,000 tickets.  A winner will be drawn 
regardless of the number of tickets sold.  
For details on this or any other raffle 
taking place, check the website. 

• 6.2 Liter V8 460 HP, 8-speed Paddle-
Shift Automatic Transmission 

• Magnetic Selective Ride Control, 
Multi-Mode Performance Exhaust 

• Z51-Style 5-Split Spoke Chrome 
Aluminum Wheels with Dark Gray 
Painted Calipers 

• One-Piece Transparent Removable 
Roof Panel 

• 2LT Equipment Group with Gray 
leather interior including head-up 
display, heated and ventilated seats, 
Bose 10-speaker audio system, 
universal home remote, and remote 
vehicle starter system, Navigation, 
Per fo rmance Data and Video 
Recorder, Curb-View Front Cameras 

Museum Deliveries 

  

Dick and Linda Bottis of Fountain Valley, 
CA, had dream trip to the Museum.  With 
the debut of the new PD5 option, which 
compresses an Engine Build and Buyer’s 
Tour into a period of a few days, Dick 
was able to enjoy two experiences with 
his Corvette on one visit to Bowling 
Green. “I built the engine on Tuesday, 
and started it up on Wednesday.”  Then 
they took delivery of their Corvette at 
the Museum via the R8C Program.  And 
even better, they were able to combine 
the delivery with participation in the 
Vets ‘n Vettes event as Dick is a career 
Army Vet.  But that is not all; they 
c e l e b r a t e d t h e i r 4 2 n d w e d d i n g 
anniversary during their visit. 

Ed and Geri Goldman of Cincinnati just 
took picked up their 21st Museum 
Delivery Corvette; the most deliveries by 
a couple to date.  If you’re in the market 
to purchase a new Corvette, the red 
carpet treatment through the Museum 
Delivery Program is the way to go. And if 
you are purchasing a new Corvette off 
the dealership floor, you can sti l l 
participate in a similar program called 
the NCM Experience.  Similar to R8C, the 
NCM Experience offers a day in the 
spotlight with your Corvette. It includes 
V.I.P. Plant and Museum tours, a one-year 
individual membership to the NCM, 
commemorative plaque, silver decal and 
a photograph in front of the Museum. 
Experience Corvettes also receive an 
exterior cleaning and are placed on 
display on Corvette Boulevard.  Learn 
about all the special delivery programs 
at:  http://www.corvettemuseum.org/
visit/delivery-programs/ 

More Rumors on the Mid-Engine C8 and C7 
ZR1 

For a look at what might be a mid engine 
t e s t m u l e , c h e c k o u t h t t p : / /
www.autoguide.com/auto-news/2016/09/
here-s-our-best-look-yet-at-the-mid-engine-
corvette.html 

And if you want to see some shots of what 
might be a new ZR1, go to http://
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Miscellaneous Corvette Ramblings: 

Chevrolet sold 2,626 Corvettes in October 
2016 for a 4.0 percent increase over October 
2015’s 2,526 Corvettes.  For the calendar 
month to date (January-October), a total of 
25,345 Corvettes have been sold which is 
lagging -12.4 percent from the 28,924 
Corvettes sold during the same period last 
year. 

 October’s sales numbers were up with the 
return of the 2017 Corvette Z06 to 
production. Between the Grand Sport and 
the re-engineered Corvette Z06 with its new 
supercharger design, both cars offer 
Corvette enthusiasts additional choices with 
more performance over the Stingray. 

So what could be the reason for the overall 
sales market slowing? Some say the market 
is over-saturated.  Is it as simple as the 
weather and the fact that we are heading 
into the winter months? Or, is it that 
the  demographics of Corvette owners  are 
changing?  Several articles suggest that baby 
boomers are getting older and finding it 
more difficult to drive Corvettes.  Instead of 
sports cars, they might be opting for high-
end and powerful sport utilities, whose sales 
are up. 

Maybe Chevrolet is sensing this as well as for 
the first time we are seeing finance offers 
on the 2017 models as well as closeout 
rebates and financing offers on remaining 
2016s.  Chevrolet is offering 4.9% APR for 60 
months on all 2017 Corvettes from base 
Stingray and Z51, to the Grand Sport and 
Z06 models. For select 2016 Corvettes, 
Chevrolet is still offering 0% APR for 72 
months or you can do the 10% of MSRP Cash 
Back with the Chevy Bonus Sale.  See your 
dealer for details. 

For more information on this topic, check 
out:   https://www.bloomberg.com/news/
articles/2016-10-21/baby-boomers-swap-
corvettes-for-comfort-as-sports-car-sales-
fall 

Speaking of buying a Corvette, here is an 
interesting tidbit.  According to Experian, 
40% of Vette buyers pay cash.  Camero 
buyers must be envious.  Only 13% of them 
paid cash. 

Good news for those looking to buy a 
new 2017 Corvette.  Chevrolet has recently 
updated its “Build and Price” Configurator 
for all 2017 models including the Corvette 
Z06.  The new Corvette Configurator allows 
you to view your dream Corvette with large 
pictures that scale the width of your screen 
so you can see the options and details much 
clearer as you are building the car.  See it 
now at http://www.chevrolet.com/build-
your-own-chevrolet.html.  Or you can view 
or download the 2017 dealer brochure at 
http://www.corvetteblogger.com/docs/
2017-corvette-brochure.pdf 

Even Costco is getting on the bandwagon.  
For the first time ever, Costco is offering 
supplier pricing and other benefits on new 
Stingrays and Z06s through their auto 
purchase program.  Sorry,  but Grand Sports 
are not included. 

For you Corvette Racing fans, check out this 
video recapping the team’s 2016 season and 
Championship winnings.  Go to:  http://
gmauthority.com/blog/2016/11/2016-
corvette-racing-recap-video-will-have-you-
hyped-for-2017/ 

One of the feature stories this year for Jay 
Leno’s Garage will feature Vice President 
Joe Biden and his 67 Corvette.  The Secret 
Service let the VP take Jay for a spin at 
their facility outside of Washington, DC.  
The VP has not forgotten how to lay down 
some rubber.  Check out a preview at:  
h t t p : / / w w w. c o r v e t t e b l o g g e r. c o m /
2016/10/19/video-vp-joe-biden-drives-1967-
corvette-jay-lenos-garage/ 

Then out of nowhere comes a C7 looking for 
a drag race.  See Colin Powell challenge the 
VP at http://www.cnbc.com/2016/11/10/
joe-biden-and-colin-powell-drag-race-67-
corvettes.html 
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And for some real excitement, watch this 7 
minute video.  You are looking out the 
windshield and thru the eyes of a Z06 
Performance Data Recorder.  The car is on 
the German Autobahn as it reaches speeds 
of 320 km/hr (198 mph).  The sound is really 
cool when the dual mode exhaust opens up.  
h t t p : / / w w w. c o r v e t t e b l o g g e r. c o m /
2015/09/28/video-top-speed-corvette-z06-
run-on-the-german-autobahn/ 

For further information about any NCM 
activity, please contact me directly or visit 
t h e N C M w e b s i t e a t 
www.corvettemuseum.org.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Don Allen, National Corvette Museum 
Ambassador 
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