
Greetings everyone,

       Well, I hope that you all are well and 
had a very Happy Easter!

   Dan Miroballi is home recuperating. It 
will be a while before he can drive, so we 
wish him a speedy recovery.  Debbie sent 
him a Get Well card from the whole club.

     The Wild Horse Winery car show was 
on March 17, so we will have to wait until 
the club meeting to hear about it.

             April 16 is the Laughlin Run put on 
by the Corvettes of Bakersfield car club. 
We have attended it in the past and had a 
great time there!

             May 7 is the Warbirds, Wings, and 
Wheels car show, so if you are planning 
on entering, you had better get your entry 
form in.

        Now for a little reminder, the weather 
is getting nicer, so before you go on a 
long run in your Corvette, look it over. 
Check all fluids, tires, etc., and then go 
have a nice trip.

      Ok y'all, enough rambling on. Be sure 
to check out the club website for club 
events.

I will see you at this months meeting on 
April 8,   at Margie's in SLO.

              
Respectfully your President,
               
Rick Gilbert       rickgilbert63@yahoo.com

VP/Membership Newsletter 
Contribution – April 2016 
First, and to get the business out of the 
way, the Club has 35 memberships and a 
total of 64 members (membership 
belonging to the cars, appropriately, and 
members being the folks in the cars)!   
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On a different subject, our monthly 
business meetings offer a chance for us 
to get together casually, meet across a 
Prius-sized plate of French fries or onion 
rings, and get to know one another 
better.  We are a very eclectic crowd 
and one of the real seldom mentioned 
benefits of membership is the chance to 
make new friends that share our mutual 
passion for America’s Only Sport Car.  All 
of that is a not too subtle effort to 
encourage you to take the couple of 
hours i t consumes to make the 
pilgrimage to Maggie’s Diner for our once 
a month meetings.  It is here that 
decisions are made on the direction the 
Club will take and your attendance is 
important.  Nuf’ said! 

I have been looking at some semi-
informed speculation on the much talked 
about but so far unseen mid-engined 
Corvette that is rumored to be coming 
out in 2017.  In the course of that I 
discovered that there were similar 
rumors late last year that Cadillac was 
considering the same thing!  With a 
spotty history at best of producing quasi-
sports cars (think Allante or the XLR) I 
doubt the powers that be at the top of 
the GM food chain would approve 
another effort to be “sporty,” but given 
GM’s track record you can never tell.  I 
also ran across a Car & Driver article 
that purported to have the first photos 
of the mid-engined Vette.  What they 
seemed to have were pictures of a 
“mule” test car that clearly was 
intended to work out chassis and engine 
placement issues, because it may be the 
ugliest thing to come out of GM since 
that truly horrible Pontiac SUV of a 
decade ago, and the hood looks like it 

came off a Dodge Ram pickup.  Anyway, I 
thought you might enjoy seeing some of 
those pictures, so first the Vette and 
then an artist’s concept of the real deal 
and of the Caddy. 

First, how would you like one of these in 
your driveway? 

                         

  

Here’s an artist’s guess at what the real 
deal would look like along with a look at 
the Caddy.       

                           
Personally, I like the Vette’s approach 
better than the Caddy’s, but then I’m 
biased. 

From what I’ve read, the plan at Bowling 
Green is to keep up production of the C7 
and use the mid-engine car as a “special 
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production” model for the real enthusiast.  
For those of you who don’t speak Detroit, 
that means folks with around $150,000 to 
p lunk down for the ‘base’ model.  
Realistically, given production costs, that’s a 
reasonable price, but it is also a price that 
would quickly put Corvette out of business if 
that was all it did, hence the reprieve for 
the C7. 

Well, that’s it for this month.  Have a 
terrific April and we’ll see you at Margie’s. 

Russ Surber,    VP / Membership  
rdsurber@charter.net 

Hello!  I want to let everyone know that Dan 
Miroballi is doing well after his unfortunate 
fall. He is now back home recuperating, with 
his sweet wife Vivian taking good care of him. 
I sent him a Get Well card from the whole 
club.

April Birthdays
April     1                   Lisa Gannon
April.    4                   Christine Estrada
April.    5                   Deb Breece
April.    5                   Rex Ott             
April.    9                   Chuck Van Tassel
April.    9                   Janelle Willis
April.   18                  Robin Rolson
April.   28          Either Tom or Gail Riley? 
 (Only one birthday on their application)

April Anniversaries
April    11                 Rick & Debbie Gilbert
April.   11           Craig & Christine Estrada
April.   15                 Gary & Maggie Hood
April.   19                Dan & Vivian Miroballi

Debbie    debbiegilbert55@yahoo.com

                                   
SLO Vettes Monthly  

Meeting Minutes 

March 11, 2016  

Margie’s Diner, San Luis Obispo 

San Luis Obispo SLO Vettes President, Rick 
Gilbert called the meeting to order at 6:31 
P.M.   Thirty attendees were present 
including all of the Club’s elected officers.   

Membership:  Vice President/Membership 
Chair, Russ Surber reported that the Club 
now has 35 paid memberships.  He 
introduced new members Craig and 
Christine Estrada and Doug and Denise 
Williamson.  Carlos and Sherry Vivas brought 
guests Ron Robinson and Carol Barker.   

Minutes:   Russ Surber, Acting Secretary for 
the February meeting, read the minutes.  
Events chair, Maggie Hood noted one 
correction regarding the date for the Wild 
Horse Winery run.  The correct date for the 
event is March 19th.  Treasurer, Jan Dallons 
made the motion to accept the minutes 
including the one correction.  Carlos Vivas 
seconded the motion and the motion passed 
on a unanimous voice vote. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer, Jan Dallons 
reported on the club’s income and expenses 
for the time period February 12 through 
March 11 and also year-to-date totals.  
Denise Surber made the motion to accept 
the report.  Rex Ott seconded the motion 
and the motion passed on a unanimous voice 
vote. 

Events:  Events Chair, Maggie Hood 
reminded attendees of the Wild Horse 
Winery Car Show scheduled for March 19th.  
The Barrel House beer run scheduled for 
March 12th was cancelled due to lack of 
interest.  Upcoming events for April include 
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a planned run to the Vintage Cowboy Winery 
located next to the Poso Saloon.  Maggie 
expects to hold the event on either April 23 
or April 30.    Check for the date in this 
newsletter.  Members attending this event 
will meet at the Park and Ride parking lot at 
the Santa Margarita off ramp.   

President Gilbert reminded attendees that 
the Corvettes of Bakersfield are hosting the 
Gambler’s Classic in Laughlin, Nevada on 
April 14-16.  Information on the event is 
available on the Bakersfield Club’s website:  
www.corvettesofbakersfield.org 

The Lions’ Club in Cambria is hosting a car 
show on September 4th.  We need a sponsor 
to plan our club’s attendance at the event.  
Anyone who is interested can contact 
Maggie Hood. 

Vice President, Russ Surber announced that 
the Stafford (New York) Volunteer Fire 
Department is raffling off a 1965 Nassau 
blue convertible Corvette that has been 
fully restored to NCRS Standards by D&A 
Corvettes.  The drawing will be held June 
1st.  Tickets are on sale now.  Interested 
persons should see Russ for ticket sales.   

National Corvette Museum:  Museum 
Liaison, Don Allen reported on recent 
exhibits and activities at the Museum 
including the new Skydome Sinkhole 
Experience and the Car Preservation Area.  
He provided information about the 
upcoming Annual Michelin Museum Bash, the 
release of the 2017 Grand Sport, and some 
rumors about a mid-engine C8 design.  For 
further information, please see his article in 
this newsletter. 

Newsletter/Website:  Newsletter Editor/
Webmaster, Jon Dallons has returned from 
his trip abroad.  He reported he will be 
updating the website soon including changes 
to the bylaws, recent newsletters, and other 
corrections and additions.     

Merchandise:  Merchandise Chair, Valerie 
Cochran has merchandise stock available for 
purchase.  She has created a list of the 
existing inventory and plans to send an 

email to the members soliciting input for 
new orders and to see if there is an interest 
in getting a club tee shirt. 

Sunshine:  Sunshine Chair, Debbie Gilbert 
was not present.  Jan Dallons volunteered to 
announce the March birthdays and 
anniversaries.  President Gilbert announced 
that club member Dan Miroballi recently fell 
at his home and broke his femur.  After 
having surgery, Dan is now recuperating at 
Santa Barbara Cottage Rehabilitation 
Hospital. 

 Old Business:  President Gilbert reported 
on cost differences of the 3 ink color 
transparency static-cling window sticker 
versus the 2 color.  There was discussion and 
a unanimous vote for the club to purchase 
the 3 ink color window sticker.   One window 
sticker will be given to each club 
membership and be included in each new 
membership packet.  Additional window 
stickers can be purchased from the club.  

Don Allen withdrew his suggestion (made 
during the February meeting) to eliminate 
the reading of the minutes.  After careful 
consideration, he felt the reading of the 
minutes was beneficial to guests or anyone 
in attendance who did not have the 
opportunity to review the minutes in 
advance. 

New Business:  No issues of new business 
were discussed. 

50/50 Drawing:  Jan Dallons sold $82.00 
worth of 50/50 tickets and Denise Surber 
held the winning ticket worth $41.00.   

President Gilbert adjourned the meeting at 
7:13 p.m. 

 Respectfully submitted, 

Jeanne Allen 
Secretary         retd2quilt@yahoo.com 
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National Corvette Museum Liaison 

As reported last month, the Corvette Cave-
In, The Skydome Sinkhole Experience has 
opened at the museum.  The exhibit tells 
the story of what happened that day, why it 
happened, what cars were affected, and 
how they were recovered.  It also explains 
the geological aspects of karst landscapes 
and the resulting sinkholes and caves as well 
as how the building was structurally 
repaired.    The exhibit includes multiple 
displays of photographs, videos, time-lapse 
recordings, and a virtual cave-in simulation 
for those brave enough to try it. 

A portion of the sinkhole remains and may 
be viewed through windows cut into a 
manhole cover that seals the 30 foot deep 
cave.  Lastly, visitors are directed to an area 
where the cars are displayed.  Two have 
been completely restored by Chevrolet, one 
is in the process of restoration, and the 
remaining cars will remain in the same 
condition as they were when pulled from 
the sinkhole.  For further information, go to 
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/
exhibits/corvette-cave-in-exhibit/  

The Maintenance and Preservation Area is 
another new attraction that has been added 
to the Museum experience.  With over 70 
cars now owned by the Museum, a full-time 
service unit was needed to maintain existing 
cars and prepare newly donated cars for 
display.  In addition to viewing cars being 
restored, visitors wishing to maintain or 
restore or their own cars may attend 
regularly scheduled classes and/or the 
training seminars held during special events.   
For further information, go to http://
www.corvettemuseum.org/museum-to-add-
car-preservation-to-tour-experience/  

Randy Wittine, a GM designer that worked in 
“Chevrolet Studio 3”, the design studio for 

Corvette and other GM prototypes, donated 
sixteen prints of specialty Corvettes to the 
Museum for display.  Photos of the prints 
may be previewed on the Museum’s website.  
h t t p : / / w w w. c o r v e t t e m u s e u m . o r g /
chevrolet-studio-3-items-donated/  

For you fitness buffs, be sure and schedule 
your museum visit to include a Tuesday 
evening.  The track at the NCM Motorsports 
Park will be opened only to runners, joggers, 
walkers, bicyclists, and in-line skaters from 
5-7 pm, weather permitting.   

As reported last month, the Michelin NCM 
Bash is scheduled for April 28-30.  The Bash 
is an annual event where the next model 
year cars are rolled out for the first time.  
Classroom sessions and seminars that 
include a variety of subjects are presented 
by GM technicians.  Lots of opportunities for 
Q&A.  Guided road tours, car shows, and 
various displays are also planned.  A full 
schedule is available on the website 
homepage under events. 

New 2017 Corvettes will be on display at the 
Bash.  Hopefully the new 2017 Grand Sport 
will also be present.  Yes, I said 2017 Grand 
Sport.  Last produced in 2013, the Grand 
Sport will again be available in coupe and 
convertible.  At some point late in the 
model year, a special edition is expected.  
View the really cool specs at http://
www.corvettemuseum.org/2017-corvette-
grand-sport-has-racing-roots/   

For years, Corvette enthusiasts have 
envisioned a mid-engine Corvette but 
Chevrolet has never taken the idea into 
production.  If two articles in Car and Driver 
Magazine are correct, the possibility of such 
a car may be on the horizon.  Spies have 
photographed what they believe to be a test 
m u l e f o r a C 8 V e t t e : h t t p : / /
www.caranddriver.com/news/exclusive-mid-
engine-c8-chevrolet-corvette-first-photos-
news  
And the magazine has pontificated on a 
production design and specs:  http://
www.caranddr iver.com/features/c8-
chevrolet-corvette-exclusive-what-to-
expect-from-the-heart-stopping-mid-
engined-zora-feature    
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In closing, President Gilbert decided to 
move forward on the proposal for me to 
apply for the Ambassador Program at the 
Museum.  The Ambassador Program’s 
p u r p o s e i s t o e s t a b l i s h t w o - w a y 
communication with Corvette clubs and to 
provide assistance to NCM staff.  The 
“Ambassador” acts as the liaison for the 
club to the NCM.    The Ambassador’s 
mission is to receive and disseminate the 
most current information from the Museum 
to the club and to represent the Museum in 
soliciting support.  The Ambassador will also 
be the voice of the club by communicating 
concerns and ideas to the Museum.  I thank 
everyone for their support and look forward 
to being the Ambassador for SLO Vettes.  

For further information about any NCM 
activity, please contact me directly or visit 
t h e N C M w e b s i t e a t 
www.corvettemuseum.org.   

Don Allen        don.allen318@gmail.com 

GENIUSES VS. IDIOTS 
 


2015 Mar 3 by Jeff Foxworthy 

If plastic water bottles are okay, but 
plastic bags are banned, — you might 
live in a nation that was founded by 
geniuses but is run by idiots

If you can get arrested for hunting or 
fishing without a license, but not for 
entering and remaining in the country 
illegally — you might live in a nation that 
was founded by geniuses but is run by 
idiots.

If you have to get your parents’ 
permission to go on a field trip or to take 
an aspirin in school, but not to get an 
abortion — you might live in a nation that 
was founded by geniuses but is run by 
idiots.

If you must show your identification to 
board an airplane, cash a check, buy 

liquor, or check out a library book and 
rent a video, but not to vote for who runs 
the government — you might live in a 
nation that was founded by geniuses but 
is run by idiots.

If the government wants to prevent 
stable, law-abiding citizens from owning 
a gun that hold more than ten rounds, 
but gives twenty F-16 fighter jets to the 
new leaders in Egypt — you might live in 
a nation that was founded by geniuses 
but is run by idiots.

If, in the nation’s largest city, you can buy 
two 16-ounce sodas, but not one 24-
ounce soda, because 24-ounces of a 
sugary drink might make you fat — you 
might live in a nation that was founded 
by geniuses but is run by idiots.

If an 80-year-old woman who is confined 
to a wheelchair or a three-year-old girl 
can be strip-searched by the TSA at the 
airport, but a woman in a burka or a hijab 
is only subject to having her neck and 
head searched — you might live in a 
nation that was founded by geniuses but 
is run by idiots.

If your government believes that the best 
way to eradicate trillions of dollars of 
debt is to spend trillions more — you 
might live in a nation that was founded 
by geniuses but is run by idiots.

If a seven-year-old boy can be thrown 
out of school for saying his teacher is 
“cute” but hosting a sexual exploration or 
diversity class in grade school is 
perfectly acceptable — you might live in 
a nation that was founded by geniuses 
but is run by idiots.

If hard work and success are met with 
higher taxes and more government 
regulation and intrusion while not 
working is rewarded with Food Stamps, 
welfare checks, Medicaid benefits, 
subsidized housing, and free cell phones 
— you might live in a nation that was 
founded by geniuses but is run by idiots.
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Three cars went to the Wine Run to 
Sculpterra Winery in February. Even 
though we had a small turnout we 
had a wonderful time.  


Upcoming events for April:

8th - SLO Vetts General Meeting at 
          Margie's SLO 
14 - 16 Laughlin Run with Bakersfield 
Club.
23rd - Wine Run - Vintage 
Cowboy Winery, 10 East Pozo 
Rd. Pozo. Bring Appetizer to 
share. Wouldn't hurt to bring a 

chair just in case. 
 Meet at the parking 

area off the 101 at the 
Santa Margarita exit. We 

will leave there at 12:30 
pm. 

Maggie   
sprite112@msn.com
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