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Norgrove Railway Run 

Cool, cloudy weather didn’t keep sixteen intrepid SLO 
Vettes adventurers from visiting the Norgrove Railway 
south of Arroyo Grande on the Nipomo Mesa, Mar 15th.  
We road the rails, toured the magnificent Norgrove 
Railway fabrication shop where the restoration work is 
done, and then drove up Hwy 101 to SLO’s Taco Temple 
for a delightful Mexican luncheon.  The Club’s Events 
Chairman, Charles Shearon, organized the event that kept 
us all charmed and delighted by what we saw . . . and ate!

On the SLO Vettes Road 

                     All Aboard!  SLO Vettes rides the mighty Norgrove Railway in Arroyo Grande

June Meeting: Friday, June 11. On Zoom
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Hello SLO Vettes Members,


Well, it seems like yesterday I wrote my May 
article.  Time goes by too fast.


I would like to thank Charles Shearon for all his 
attention to the Norgrove Railroad event.   I 
wasn’t the only one saying, I didn’t know 
anything about this place.  Looks like the 
owner is planning to incorporate the railway 
with the grapes/winery.  A restaurant would be 
a great draw.  So again, thank you Charles for 
the great event.   It may become a yearly event.   
We had one hardship award.  Jan and I found 
ourselves locked out of our car.   We had to 
bring the Tesla.  


Speaking of other events, Jan reminded me to 
put a bug in your ears regarding the Mystery 
Tour September, 24th - 26th. .   She is now 
looking for reconfirmations from the members 
who had reserved a spot for last years event.   
Within the next couple of days, we will know 
how many openings we have.   There will be a 
couple of openings.  


Charles will fill you in on the next event which is 
also covered with a flyer in this newsletter.  


Finally, don’t forget our next monthly meeting, 
Friday June 11th.   This will again be a virtual 
meeting.   As usual, a link will be sent to you 
the day before the meeting.    The stream will 
start at 6:00 pm.   Meeting to start at 6:30 pm.


That’s it for now.


Respectfully submitted,


Jon Dallons

SLO Vettes President 


Hello SLO Vettes and Happy June!


Wow, it’s hard to believe that in less than 30 
days the year will be half over. I myself am 
happy that summer is just around the corner 
and that means great Corvette Weather. We are 
so looking forward to some great club events 
over the next few months, the Mystery run is 
one of our favorite runs each year and is just a 
couple months away  in September. If you are 
not signed up and want to go, check with Jan 
Dallons for any available spots. 


As I’m out and about with my business I have 
seen more and more C8 Corvettes on the road 
and at the Dealerships I call on. Just last week I 
had the privilege of checking out an Orange C8 
at A.G. Chevrolet in for service and a new 
Metallic Red C8 (not quite LB Red) at Alfano 
Chevrolet getting ready to be delivered to its 
new owner. Out of the two I liked the Orange 
best, it’s almost that Tangerine orange you see 
on the Lamborghini’s, it really pops on the C8. 
If you are in the market for a new C8, the trade 
values on used cars are at historic high’s. I 
received a letter from Alfano attempting to sell 
me a new C8 and offering us close to $60K 
trade value on our 3 year old Grandsport. Too 
bad for them we love our C7 GS and have no 
immediate plans to give it up. As  I recall I 
heard somewhere that if you want a C8, you 
will be waiting for the 2022 year models in 
order to get one if you ordered it now. 


Moving on to Membership. I am thrilled to 
introduce 2 new memberships since last 
month. Please join me in welcoming new 
member Sam Sutherland to SLO Vettes. Sam 
lives in San Luis Obispo, he drives a Blue 1963 
Roadster. Next please join me in welcoming 
new members Art and Donna MacCarley, they 
live in Nipomo and drive a Black 2005 Coupe. 
We are happy to have you as new members 
and will be looking forward to meeting you at 
the next meeting. With the addition of Sam, Art 
and Donna, we now have 54 individual 
members that make up 32 Paid memberships 
including 4 life members. Continue to keep on 
the lookout for potential new members when 
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out and about. Invite them to our next meeting 
and or event. 


Be safe out there and remember to “save the 
wave”.


Doug Williamson

Vice President/Membership

805-709-8253


SLO Vettes May Meeting via Zoom 
May 14, 2021

Location: Social Media: Zoom


Call to Order: 6:30 PM 
Club Attendees: 15

All Board members present except VP Doug 
Williamson & Secretary Lisa Klockenteger


President, Jon Dallons:  
Welcome and thank you to all for being part of 
our Zoom meeting this evening.  Working on 
getting back to meeting at the Chevy dealer.  
Announced that VP Doug Williamson is unable 
to attend because he is driving to Arizona 
because of a sudden family emergency.  
Introduced prospective member Art MacCarley, 
owner of 2005 Z51N6 to which he has made 
substantial modifications.  Welcome Art!


A p r i l M i n u t e s b y S e c r e t a r y, L i s a 
Klockenteger (represented by Denise 
Surber):  
No corrections noted.  A motion to accept the 
Minutes as published in the May newsletter 
was made by Jose Alvarez and seconded by 
Bob Babineau. The Motion was carried 
unanimously.


Events, Charles Shearon:  
May 15 – Norgrove Railway Run—Charles in 
charge.  North County meeting at OSH parking 
lot at 10:30 AM, depart 10:40-10:45.  South 
County members will drive individually to the 
Railway.  Lunch at Taco Temple in SLO 
following tour and train ride.


June 20 (Father’s Day) -- Ragged Point Run.  
Probably meeting up with Monterey club.


Corvette Museum Report, Don Allen: 
Spoke about Bash event.  Mentioned 
presentations by Mobil Oil, Michelin, and 
Design Team, all available on Museum website.  
Offered “heads up” on potential unnoticed tire 
wear, advising to turn wheel fully and check for 
alignment and possible tire wear on inside of 
tire as well as on the outside.  New exhibit will 
feature non-Corvettes that have Corvette 
running gear or engines.  Lots more information 
relayed.  For more, see Don’s Newsletter article 
or visit the Museum website.


Treasurer Report: Jan Dallons (with 
assistance from Jon Dallons) 
Jan Zoomed from town, awaiting assistance to 
get her car unlocked.  Copy of report was at 
home, so Jon assisted in presenting the report 
for period April 9 to May 14, 2021.  The period 
shows a temporary loss due to paying a 
deposit to reserve lodging for September’s 
Mystery Tour.  That outflow will be recouped 
soon as participants submit  deposits.  Year to 
date balance is positive.  A Motion to accept 
the report was made by Beth Yudovin and 
seconded by Russ Surber.  It was carried 
unanimously.


Mystery Tour:  Jan Dallons 
The tour will start Friday, September 24, and 
conclude Sunday, September 26.  Last year’s 
Tour was cancelled due to Covid-19.  Those 
who were signed up have first right of refusal 
and should send their $250 deposit payable to 
SLO Vettes to Jan as soon as possible.  


Newsletter Editor, Russ Surber: 
Thanks for on-time newsletter contributions.  
Anyone with a topic of interest to relate is 
welcome to write something and send it to 
Russ to be included in the Newsletter.   
Deadline for all articles is Friday, June 25.  
(Russ was looking at the wrong month on his 
calendar, and no one noticed it at the time of 
the meeting!)  


Merchandize, Jan Dallons: 
Jan will bring the items she ordered for specific 
people to the Norgrove Railway run.  She is 
collecting names of people interested in getting 
a jacket.  We must order at least six jackets to 

!3



�

make the cost feasible to include our SLO Vette 
logo.


Old business: 
Jan is still waiting for the price quote from the 
insurance company which will be coming via 
the US mail.


New Business: 
None


No 50/50 

Next Monthly Meeting:  June 11, 2021

Location:  TBA

Time: TBA


Meeting Adjourned: 7:15 PM


Submitted by Acting Secretary Denise Surber 
for Secretary Lisa Klockenteger


Hello, SLO Vettes!


The Ragged Point Event will take place on 
Father’s Day, June 20th. More information will 
be forthcoming as the date grows nearer.  The 
Monterey Peninsula Corvette Club hopes to 
join us at Ragged Point for lunch. As usual, 
we’ll be parking on the lawn behind the 
restaurant and providing other Resort guests 
with something of a car show! Joe will be 
sending everyone more detailed information as 
the 20th grows nearer, so for now you’ll just 
want to be sure it’s on your personal calendar. 


July 4 —  Bar-B-Q at the the Dallons. Watch 
for information to follow.


August 28—28th Annual Hot El Camino Cruise 
Nite & SLO Vettes Barbecue.  A fun evening for 
either just sitting on the curb and watching the 
cars drive by, or taking your own out for a spin 
up and down El Camino.  We’ll have a 
barbecue at the El Camino Car Wash, as has 
been the tradition.  More information will be 
forthcoming.


September 24 -26:  If you are interested in 
joining this very special Corvette weekend, now 
is the time to let Jan Dallons know.  The Tour 
only has 12 slots, so getting in early is the safe 
way to go.  The Dallons’s and Surber’s will 
providing more details in the coming months.


That’s all for now,


Charles Shearon, Events Chair

cshearon@gmail.com


National Corvette 
Museum Happenings

Greetings fellow SLO Vette members.  
Summer is almost upon us and the temps 
here in Bakersfield are starting to heat up.  
I’m sure the same is true for our members 
i n P a s o R o b l e s , A t a s c a d e r o , a n d 
Templeton.  The opposite seems to be true 
for our South County members.  Jeanne 
and I were in Pismo for the Hargrove 
Railroad event and the vintage RV show and 
the weather was downright cold.  I don’t 
know what we would do without the 
weather app to help us plan our wardrobe 
for the upcoming days.  Well, I do know 
what we would do but you have to admit 
the app does make it much easier.
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Proposed Museum Expansion 

The above drawing is a designer’s rendering 
of the next proposed 30,000 square foot 
expansion of the Museum.  If you have 
been to the Museum, you will see that the 
addition will be constructed on the north 
side of the existing building and will 
connect at the original entrance where the 
turntable display is situated.  


Is the expansion necessary?  Oh yes, and in 
fact it is long overdue.  To put the need in 
perspective, when the Museum was initially 
designed and opened, the C5 Corvette had 
not yet been released to the public.  We 
have seen four generations of Corvettes 
since the opening ribbon was cut.  To fulfill 
the Museum’s mission of preserving and 
telling the story of the Corvette, much more 
space is needed.


In addition to more space for exhibits and 
rotating displays, the design also includes 
areas such as a Kids Zone Education 
Center, a members-only lounge, and 
sensory calming room for guest with unique 
needs.


Fundraising for the project has already 
begun.  Seven donors have given over $1.6 
million towards the goal of $12 million to 
complete the addition.  Opportunities to 
participate with be forthcoming.  For more 
information and to donate to the campaign, 
visit www.corvettemuseum.org/expansion 
or call Bobbie Jo Lee.  Yes, for those of you 
who purchased NCM insurance, this is the 
same Bobbie Jo.  She has been promoted 
to be the Museum’s Development Director. 


Virtual Tour of the Fast Collections 
Campus 

When we visited the Museum in 2019, I 
attended an Ambassadors’ Meeting in a 
building that was located next door to the 
Museum.  The building had just been 
purchased and has previously served as the 
lodge for the Kentucky Fraternal Order of 
Police.  It was obtained solely to serve as a 
climate controlled, museum quality location 
to collect and preserve all the artifacts and 
memorabilia collected by the Museum.  
While display items had generally been 
inventoried, they were stored in various 
locations in and around the Museum 
making it a challenge when setting up 
rotating displays.


The project was made possible with the 
help of Chuck and Sharon Fast and the 
building was dedicated in memory of their 
daughter Kim.  Kim was a Corvette 
enthusiast and Museum supporter before 
her passing and the Fasts have made 
several donations on her behalf.  The 
facility is now known as the Chuck, Sharon 
& Kimberlee Fast Collections Campus and 
virtual attendees were provided a walk-thru 
tour and presentation by Derek Moore, the 
NCM Director of Collections.  It was 
amazing to see all of the items that people 
have donated through the years along with 
the personal stories behind them.  The 
facility is not open to the public so this was 
a neat opportunity to see what resources 
are available for the Museum’s often-
changing displays.  I am hoping that the 
Museum will provide members and the 
public access to the video tour in the near 
future.  If they do, I will let you know.  If you 
are interested in adding to the collection, 
please contact Derek or any of his staff at 
270-781-7973.


2003 Corvette Donated to Education 
Program in Memory of Late Husband 
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Betsy Slauson donated her family’s 2003 
Corvette to the National Corvette Museum 
in partnership with the Traffic Safety 
Education Foundation (TSEF) Driver’s 
Training Program in memory of her late 
husband, Donald Slauson.  Don and Betsy 
have been long-time members and past 
officers of Corvettes of Bakersfield.


The Slauson family had been in Bowling 
Green, KY back in 2002 for the introduction 
of the 50th Anniversary Corvette. As they 
were headed home from that trip, Betsy’s 
husband said, “Let’s buy a new one.” She 
agreed, which led them to purchase the 
2003 Corvette Convertible that Betsy has 
now donated. 


Not long after the Slauson’s got their new 
2003 Corvette, Disney did a feature of “50 
Years of Corvettes” in Downtown Disney. 
Donald was on the committee for this event 
and worked wi th D isney to get the 
Corvettes for the feature. The Slauson’s 
new 2003 Corvette was on display front and 
center. Betsy shared that the show was a 
“top-notch” experience. At the show, there 
was signage for each Corvette that had the 
owner’s name, a description, the year of the 
car, the price of gas that year, and even the 
base price of the car. 


There they met the ed i to r o f  Vet te 
Magazine  who asked them if they wanted 
their 2003 50th Anniversary Corvette to be 
on the cover. They said yes and their son, 
Dennis Slauson, had the opportunity to take 
the car to the photo shoot.


Dennis was once asked by his father if he 
would like to drive the ’03 around the 
speedway in Fontana, California with a 
NASCAR driver. Dennis said yes but “had 
no idea who was going to hop in the car” 
and it ended up being John Andretti. This 
was a parade lap for the NASCAR drivers 
and each vehicle carrying the drivers was a 
Corvette Convertible. Dennis said that was 
“a pretty cool moment” in their 2003 
Corvette.

 
Betsy, a member of the Museum who 
receives  America’s Sports Car Magazine, 
saw an article that the Museum and Traffic 

Safety Education Foundation were looking 
for C5 and C6 Corvettes. She thought the 
idea of donating the car was something her 
late husband would like. When she posed 
the idea to her son, he said “I think that 
would make dad smile.” Dennis shared that 
maybe their donation would “plant the 
Corvette bug” in a child that was also 
planted in his father long ago.


Text for this article was provided by the 
National Corvette Museum and photo by 
Virgi l Mil ler, Webmaster, Corvettes of 
Bakersfield.


Couple Donates Third Corvette to the 
NCM, a 1998 Coupe That Honors Dale 
Earnhardt 

Back in the fall of 1997 when Jack and Dor 
DeLong picked up their new Nassau 
Blue 1998 Corvette, they likely didn’t realize 
what a significant vehicle it would turn out 
to be, not only for them but also for other 
enthusiasts around the country.


Over the ensuing decades, it’s become a 
symbol of so many facets of the Corvette 
experience for them. The DeLongs drove it 
in the first National Corvette Museum 
Caravan in 1999, when Jack says they got 
their first taste of what the NCM would 
come to mean to them and eventually 
would lead to their donation of the car to 
the NCM at last month’s Bash.


In 2001, Jack was at the Daytona 500 race 
where Dale Earnhardt was killed in a crash. 
Two years later, the NCM selected 100 
Corvettes from across the country to pay 
tribute to the legendary stock car driver, 
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and the DeLongs’ beloved ’98 was one of 
them.  This car was number 23 of the 100.  


To read the rest of the story of this donation 
and view the some really nice photos 
including the artwork that was done on the 
inside of the hood, go to 1998 Corvette 
Honor ing Da le Earnhardt Donated – 
National Corvette Museum.


NCM Museum Partnership with the 
Kentucky State Police Nets a $38.000 
Donation to Trooper Island 

As a reminder, I have previously written 
about Trooper Island, a summer camp for 
at-risk 10-12 year old youth operated by the 
Kentucky State Police using only funding 
from charitable donations and staffed with 
off-duty volunteer officers.  The goal is to 
help campers develop the tools to make 
good life decisions and avoid the pitfalls 
that could lead them down the wrong road.


I have also reported on Jeanne’s and my 
participation in a KSP Trooper-led tour of 
the Bowling Green area sites.  The leader of 
our tour was Jonathan Bivan, the Camp’s 
Director in his assigned silver C6 coupe 
equipped with red lights and siren.  As soon 
as you meet him, you know how passionate 
he is about the camp and helping campers 
overcome their personal challenges.  The 
monies raised from the tours are shared 
equally between Trooper Island and the 
Museum.  As you can see, these tours are 
very popular and successful.


Trooper Biven accepted the Museum’s 
largest donation to date; a check for 
$38,000.  Dur ing his thank-you, he 
acknowledged the impact on his agency to 
demonstrate the positive results from the 
camp’s efforts.  He reported that 60 camp 
graduates have gone on to become KSP 
Troopers including the agency’s current 
commanding officer. 


Videos of the Virtual Bash Presentations 
Now Available 

T h e M u s e u m h a s p o s t e d e n t i r e 
presentations from the Annual Bash on the 
website.  They include Mobil 1, Michelin, 

Corvette Design Team, Assembly Plant 
Update, and others.  Each offers some 
insider information and tips to operate and 
maintain their products for the enthusiast 
from the people behind America’s sports 
car.  Check them out at:  News – National 
Corvette Museum


Raffles 

Below are all the currently active raffles. For 
additional information and rules regarding 
National Corvette Museum raffles including 
how to order tickets and to view the number 
of tickets remaining available in real time, 
go to https://raffle.corvettemuseum.org.  





2021 Torch Red Convertible 6/10/2021 
Price: $200.00 Tickets: 1500 Tickets


 

2021 Arctic White Corvette Coupe 
7/1/2021 

Price: $100.00 Tickets: 2000 Tickets
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2021 Silver Flair Coupe 7/22/2021 
Price: $100.00 Tickets: 2000 Tickets  




2021 Torch Red Corvette Coupe 9/4/2021  
Price: $20.00 Tickets: Unlimited Tickets


Assembly Plant News 
The Plant was shut down for a week 
beginning May 24th but not because of 
microchip/semiconductor shortages.  They 
hope to restart June 1st.  GM reported that 
there is a shortage of chemicals used in all 
types of car production.  Winter storms 
took out petrochemical plants in the Gulf 
region and that was the source of the 
problem.  Those plants supplied polymers 
s u c h a s n y l o n , p o l y p r o p y l e n e , 
polyurethanes, and others.  While you may 
have not heard of these before, they make 
up a large part of the raw materials used in 
today’s cars.  Check out this article to see 
who else is impacted by the shortage:  US 
a u t o m a k e r G M t o p a u s e C o r v e t t e 
production amid supply chain issues | ICIS.


Celebrate Corvette’s Birthday 
and Drive Your Corvette to Work 
(or Play)

June 30, 1953 is Corvette’s actual birthday 
when the workers at the Flint, Michigan 
assembly line completed the first of 300 
Polo White convertibles with red interiors to 
s ta r t t he phenomenon we know as 
Corvette, America’s Sports Car.


Now to celebrate the moment, Mike Yeager, 
a Corvette enthusiast and the owner of 
M idAmer ica Moto rspor ts though t o f 
designating the Friday closest to June 30th 
as “Drive Your Corvette to Work Day”.  Mike 
could think of no better way to get Corvette 
owners to bring their beauties out of the 
garage and get as many out on the road as 
possible.  Mike started this tradition in 2000 
and asked that folks take photos of their 
cars at work and send them to him for 
posting on his website.


Now that many of us are retired, taking our 
cars to work is not possible so I suggest 
you just get your Corvette out and take it 
for a spin to wherever you might go for 
enjoyment.  So, Friday, July 2nd you could 
go to coffee with friends, or to lunch, or to 
your favorite golf course.  You can honk and 
wave at other Corvettes and get some fun 
photos to memorialize the occasion.
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Rumors and Tidbits 

Corvette Racing in Detroit, June 12th  

Corvette Racing returns to US soil in June 
after a less-than-expected finish at the 6-
hour endurance race at Spa, Belgium.  They 
will be competing in the Detroit Gran Prix at 
Belle Island Raceway, Detroit, Michigan.  
Qualifying will be aired on Friday, June 11th, 
3:45-4:35pm ET on the IMSA TV and the 
race wil l be broadcast the next day, 
5:00-7:00 pm ET on IMSA TV, TrackPass, 
and NBCSN.  Tune in if you can and cheer 
on Corvette Racing!


Danica Patrick to Pace the Indy 500 in a 
2021 C8 Convertible 

May 30, 2021, at the 105th Indianapolis 
500, a 2021 mid-engine Chevrolet Corvette 
Stingray Hardtop Convertible will lead the 
33-car field to the green flag driven by 
retired IndyCar and NASCAR driver, Danica 
Patr ick. This 2021 Corvette St ingray 
Convertible has an Arctic White exterior 
with Sky Cool Gray and Strike Yellow 
upholstery. 


This is not the first time Chevrolet or 
Corvette has led the field. The 2021 Indy 
500 will be the 32nd time for Chevrolet to 
lead the field and the 18th time for 
Corvette. In fact, this is the second year in 
a row for a mid-engine Corvette Stingray to 
serve as the pace car. 


To maintain visible safety lighting on the 
pace car, Corvette engineers integrated four 

taillights into the tonneau cover nacelles. 
Strobe lighting has also been placed in the 
headlights, front louvers, and taillights. 
Along with racing harnesses and emergency 
l i g h t s , t h e 2 0 2 1 C o r v e t t e S t i n g r a y 
Convertible also is equipped with the Z51 
package. While this allows the Corvette a 
top speed over 180 mph, the pace car only 
needs to reach about 130 mph at the race. 


In Closing 

To learn more about the Museum, upcoming 
events, exhibits, membership, and to plan 
your next visit, please contact me directly 
o r v i s i t t h e N C M w e b s i t e a t 
www.corvettemuseum.org.   In the 
meantime, drive safe and enjoy the Corvette 
experience.


Don Allen, National Corvette Museum 
Ambassador

SLO Vettes
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At the Club’s May meeting Don Allen talked 
about tire wear in conjunction with 
Michelin’s presentation at the NCM’s 2021 
Virtual Bash.  We thought this article, taken 
from the internet and first published in the 
Newsletter in 2017, might be a useful follow-
up.  The moral of the story is, check your 
tires.  Editor 
****************************************************
**************************************************** 

Tire Wear on Newer (C4 and later) 
Corvettes:  What to Know and Do 

ISSUE: Those expensive front tires on your 
Corvette are wearing out faster instead of the 

rear (that is 
just wrong).  
A n d t h e 
e x c e s s i v e 
wear appears 
to be limited 
to the inboard 
edge of the 
f r o n t t i r e s .  
( I ’ v e s e e n 
o t h e r w i s e 
n o r m a l C 6 
front tires with 
metal showing 

where the inside tread block should have 
been.)  You can read the technical info below, 
or just jump to the bottom and read my 
recommendation, or you can do nothing. 
Regardless, I strongly recommend you check 
for tire wear every few months by turning the 
steering wheel all the way to either the right or 
left when shutting the car off.  Then get out of 
the car and inspect the entire width of the tire 
tread.  Otherwise you will not see the wear 
discussed below until the oil-change guy says 
you have cords showing on your front tires!!!


You can see this tire has no tread on the right 
(inboard) rib while the left (outboard) rib is worn 
but nearly normal.


REASON: Well it is complicated. But I think 
there are two main reasons.  Alignment & 
Sidewall.  


Alignment: Starting with the C4, Chevrolet 
became very aggressive with their alignment 
specifications, leaning more in the direction of 
improved track performance than street driving 
and tire longevity. That means that the car was 
delivered with much higher numerically 
“camber” and “caster” settings.




Technical Alignment Info: Camber has to do 
with the top of the tire being pulled in toward 
the centerline of the car.  High camber means 
that, as the car leans into a turn, body roll 
makes the outside tire more vertical thus 
planting more of the tread on the road for 
better grip. Caster is more difficult to describe 
but basically it has to do with the inclination of 
the ball joints & spindle.  High castor angles 
strengthen the cars tendency to go in a straight 
line. Toe is the direction the tires are pointed.  
While counter-intuitive, the tires on your car are 
NOT pointed straight ahead.  If the tires were 
pointed straight ahead the car would have a 
great tendency to wander.  So instead, they are 
pointed slightly away from or toward each 
other.  That way they fight and balance each 
other by scrubbing a bit going down the road.


The problem with the higher camber and castor 
settings is that they compound each other’s 
effects.  Note that in this photo there is an large 
angle between the super imposed actual 
vertical white line and the tire. Keep in mind 
that if this car was actually moving into a turn, 
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extra vehicle weight and centrifugal force 
would be transferred onto this outside tire.  
AND specifically onto the inboard edge of the 
tire


Sidewall:  Likely you have seen what an old-
school flat tire looks like with the sidewall all 
wrinkled up.  That is because a normal tire has 
a fairly flexible sidewall.  The original 
equipment tires on all C6 & C5 cars as well as 
many of the later C4s are “run flat”.  To provide 
that run flat feature, the sidewall on these tires 
have a very stiff reinforcement (the red area) 
and thus resist sidewall deflection.


So, if you can visualize this box as a tire with a 
very stiff sidewall, see how the tire is “sitting” 
on one edge?The same thing happens in a 

slightly less dramatic fashion with your very 
expensive run flat tires when combined with 
the aggressive camber & castor settings shown 
in the photo of a C6 tire.


I went through three sets of front tires about 
every 12,000 to 15,000 miles each with my 
2005 and the factory settings before I decided 
something had to change. My research led me 
to the conclusions discussed above.  My 
solution was twofold.  I now have non-run-flat 
tires on my 2005 and I designed my own less 
aggressive camber & castor setting.  Since 
making those changes I have driven about 
20,000 miles on the car and tread wear is quite 
good.  I can only measure a difference between 
inside and outside tread rib of about 1/32nd of 
an inch. I cannot say the improvement in tire 
wear is solely because of either the more 
compliant tires or if it is only the less 
aggressive alignment setting.   


DOWNSIDE:There is always a downside isn’t 
there?  My 2005 has slightly less tendency to 
go in a straight line and thus can wander a bit 
more than it did with the OE alignment.  Having 
said that, the 2005 still felt very stable down 
the back straight at Talladega at 164 MPH.  


RECOMMENDATION:  It may be tough to find a 
shop willing (or even capable) of a custom 
alignment.Today’s alignment machines are 
computer run and when the mechanic tells the 
machine he is aligning a 2005 Corvette, the 
machine will pull from its library the factory 
specification. Many shops do not know how to 
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work around that “improved” feature. While 
other shops may have the capability. Here are 
the specifications I use on my C6 (and 
recommend for C5s) as well as what I use on 
my C4 and C3:


Always, Always, Always:  Before allowing them 
to take the car into the shop, ask the alignment 
shop to promise you a “Before and After” print 
out.Make them review the results against what 
you asked for. If they will not commit to doing 
this, find another shop.  Use at your own risk!


Howdy,


First, I want to mention that Charles Shearon 
did a great job of putting together the May Run 
to the Norgrove Railway.  If you couldn’t make 
it you need to know that you missed a great 
time.  The manager of the Norgrove Railway 
spent our entire visit with us, from greeting us 
at arrival to stepping into the cab of the engine 
that took us on a tour of the railroad as it now 
stands.  Our time in the fabrication shop with 
him was very special, as he talked about the 
challenge of rebuilding something that you 
really weren’t sure how it went together in the 
first place.  So, Charles, many thanks for a 
great Saturday.  I should also mention that our 
lunch at the Taco Temple was a terrific way to 
end the day.  Charles had arranged for us to 
have a separate area and table service.  Great 
tacos I should add!


Jon mentioned the Mystery Tour in his column, 
so I won’t go over already plowed ground 
beyond urging you to contact Jan Dallons if 
you want to go, especially true for those who 
were signed up last year and have a first right 
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of refusal.  From everything we can see, it 
looks as if by the end of September things will 
back at least close to normal and, remember, 
normal for the Mystery Tour is fun, Corvette 
roads, and good food!


Don’t forget, the Le Mans 24-Hours with Team 
Corvette begins on August 21 at 4:00 a.m. 
local time and ends 24 hours later on the 22nd 
at 4:00 a.m.  I’m looking in to where folks in 
San Luis Obispo County can watch at least 
parts of it on television or cable and will be 
passing whatever information I have onto the 
Club as it becomes available.  At the moment I 
do know that Motor Trend’s cable channel and 
Sling TV on cable will cover it, but I’m not sure 
those features are available locally.  Corvette 
has been very successful at Le Mans in the 
past, and it would be great if the C8 could take 
its class again in 2021.  Stay tuned for updates.


Finally, an update on our Lifetime Member Dan 
Miroballi.  He’s been diagnosed with cancer of 
the liver that has metastasized, with some 
small tumors having formed in the cranial area.  
Dan and his doctors are now examining 
possible treatment plans.  As always, he 
remains realistically optimistic, noting that at 95 
he is bound to have something.  If you wish to 
send him a card, his address is:


	 Dan Miroballi

	 c/o The Reserve at Thousand Oaks

	 3575 Moorpark Road, #111

	 Thousand Oaks, CA. 91360  


Happy Trails,


Russ Surber, Editor

SLO Vettes Newsletter
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For Sale 
Immaculate 2004 Red Corvette Roadster 

Tan interior & Top, 42,800 miles -  $22,000 OBO 

Contact: Joan Wells (805) 994-9517  See in Arroyo Grande



�

!15



�

!16


