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Sharing appetizers on the Vintage Cowboy Run and a Lot of Red Corvettes

Vintage Cowboy Run
14 SLO Vettes cars rolled out of the Santa Margarita Park
& Ride on Saturday, April 17, for the seventh annual run to
Pozo’s Vintage Cowboy Winery. The Gods were smiling
on us because the weather was perfect, blue skies with a
few clouds and temperatures in the mid-70’s. As is usual
with SLO Vettes, the appetizers were plentiful and
delicious, ranging from fried chicken to sinfully tasty
cream puﬀs, with deviled eggs and salads in between,
complemented by excellent Vintage Cowboy wines.
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Hello everybody,

Hello SLO Vettes and Happy May!

Well, here we are in late April, and I’m cold. I
mean, summer doesn’t start until June, but
some nice temperatures in the mid 70’s or low
80’s would be nice.

As we get further into the year it’s nice and
encouraging to see more things open up as
most people have been, or are now getting
vaccinated. Club events have been well
attended and membership is moving in the
right direction. It seems a day doesn’t go by
that I haven’t seen at least one if not several
Corvettes on the road. I myself, am looking
forward to getting our Corvette out and hitting
the road, attending club runs and events in the
coming months. Which reminds me, let’s make
sure we keep watching for other Corvette
owners and oﬀer them the opportunity to find
out more about our club. Invite them to
checkout the club’s website and/or attend one
of our meetings or events.

Speaking of good temperatures, the run to
Vintage Cowboy was awesome.
Couldn’t
have asked for better weather. The club lived
up to our standards; both in the finger food
brought by the members and the purchase of
some VC wine. The hardship case for the day
was Gerry Lopez.
He started his car from
home and had to get back out of the car to get
something. Well, he unknowingly left his keyfob at home.
So, he drove to the Santa
Margarita Park and Ride and shut down the
engine. When it was time to leave, his car
would not start.
So, his daughter Michelle
quickly bailed when John Beaman, with a
beaming smile, oﬀered his spare seat. Little
did we know that Gerry had not only the best
but the only dessert. Gerry did finally show up
when his key fob was delivered to him. Thank
you Gerry for the great creampuﬀs. Many of
us were using any excuse to pass the
creampuﬀs.
One other hardship was Don
Allen who took a rake from the bottom of an
umbrella pole. None of us knew what had
happened until Don posted a picture of his
back. The winery felt so bad that they bought
Don a new shirt. His old shirt had a hole in it.

Stay safe, happy, & healthy and remember the
wave. See you at the next meeting/event.
Doug Williamson
VP/ Membership Chair
Cell 805-709-8253

SLO Vettes April Meeting via Zoom
April 9, 2021
Location: Social Media: Zoom

Charles Shearon, our events chair, has put
together a great run Saturday, May 15th to the
Norgrove Railway in Arroyo Grande. Because
this event is literally in a backyard, it is
imperative that any member attending RSVP.
There is a flier in this newsletter covering the
particulars.

Call to Order: 6:35pm
Club Attendees: 14
Russ Surber standing in for Doug Williamson,
VP
All other Board Members Present

Don’t forget the monthly virtual meeting, May
14th.
We will send out a link before the
meeting.

President, Jon Dallons:
Welcome and thank you to all for being part of
our Zoom meeting this evening.

Well, that is all for now. Save the wave.

Russ Surber, Standing in for Doug Williamson
VP:
Current Membership – 32 Memberships

Jon Dallons
President SLO Vettes
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52 Individuals
2 New Members:
1 Returning + 1 New

New Business:
None

M a r c h M i n u t e s b y S e c r e t a r y, L i s a
Klockenteger:
No corrections noted. A motion to accept the
Minutes as published in the March newsletter
was made by Russ Surber and seconded by
Bob Babineau. The Motion was carried
unanimously.

No 50/50
Next Monthly Meeting: May 14, 2021
Location: TBA
Time: TBA
Meeting Adjourned: 7:17pm
Submitted by your Secretary
Lisa Klockenteger

Treasurer Report: Jan Dallons
Report is for the period of March 12, 2021
through April 9, 2021.
Under Misc. expense of $104.30 the word
Flowers is removed and the word “supplies” is
kept. The expense was for reimbursement to
Denise Surber for supplies.
A Motion to accept the report as corrected was
made by Bob Babineau and seconded by
Gerry Lopez. It was carried unanimously.

lisaklockenteger@gmail.comHello, SLO Vettes!
A great time was had by all at the Vintage
Cowboy winery.
Good food and good
company.

Events, Charles Shearon:
Vintage Cowboy- Russ Surber will handle that
Run.
Norgrove Railway Run—Charles in charge of
that Run.
June 20—Ragged Point Run, Joe Berkman in
charge.
July 4—Bar-B-Q-- Home of the Dallons. Watch
for information to follow.
August—Hot El Camino Nite.
Note: Lisa Klockenteger will be in charge of
the Sculpterra Run in October. Looking at Oct 9
or 16. Will talk at next meeting about details.

The Ragged Point Event will take place on
Father’s Day, June 20th. More information will
be forthcoming as the date grows nearer.
May,15 is our Norgrove RR event, see the
attached flyer for details. If you plan to attend,
please let me know by Friday, May 7.
Charles Shearon, Events Chair
cshearon@gmail.com

Corvette Museum Report, Don Allen:
Lots of interesting displays at the “Corvette
Powered “ display. As usual Don had a ton of
great things to talk about. Thank you Don!
Newsletter Editor, Russ Surber:
Thanks for your newsletter contributions.
Deadline is Tuesday April 27th.

National Corvette
Museum Happenings

Merchandize, Jan Dallons:
Jan will hold oﬀ on purchasing any new items
until we start getting together more often face
to face.
Old business:
Jan is filling out information on new insurance
for the Club. More to follow.
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video content and any background noise
didn’t mess up the sound. Each session
started on time and included camera views
of the presenters and any visual aids such
as slide shows or photos, and periodic
room views of the attendees. I could ask a
question by typing it into a box included in
the program and one of the Museum staff
would read it at the podium. It actually
worked well and was easy to do. Here are
a few highlights to share.
Paul Koerner, Corvette discussion for
new owners and enthusiasts.
Paul is a GM Certified Master Corvette
Mechanic and a go-to guy for information
about your Corvette including what the
features do, why it does what it does, and
how to fix something most mechanics say
can’t be fixed. He works for a dealership
(not for GM directly) and has his own
website: The Corvette Mechanic.

Greetings fellow SLO Vette members.
Hopefully some or all of you were able to
take the time to sign up and participate in
this year’s Michelin National Corvette
Museum Bash.
If you are interested in
seeing what is new for Corvette and to talk
with the design team about what you would
l i k e t o s e e i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o f u t u re
Corvettes, this is the event to attend.

The majority of questions were focused on
C7 cars and in particular, the Active Fuel
Management System.
There were also
several questions regarding all models for
wheel alignment. fluid changes, and longterm storage (thankfully something SLO
Vettes members don’t have to worry about).
Some of the most interesting were topics
like check-engine issues and all those little
fussy electronic bugs that seem impossible
to correct.

While certainly not the same as attending in
person, I was able to participate in the
Virtual Bash and got to see some of the
presentations I find typically the most
interesting to me. Unfortunately, I wasn’t
able to talk with some of the presenters in
the hallways or in the hotel bar (which is
where I often learn the most), but I could
ask questions as easily as the on-site
attendees and best of all I could hear what
everyone said.

He did have two tips for all Corvette
owners.
Regarding all fluid changes, he
said, “When in doubt, change it out.” That
will always keep your car ready to go head
off future problems. Secondly, to help you
learn about your car and to assist you in
repairing it, he recommended you try the
My Chevrolet app for your mobile phone.
When coupled with OnStar, users have
access to lots of valuable information. His
presentation was very interesting and he
covered some of my concerns with our C6
coupe.

In case you missed the event there is still
good news. It was announced that some of
the seminars would be available for viewing
in the coming weeks on the Museum’s
Yo u Tu b e C h a n n e l , F a c e b o o k , o r t h e
website. Some may be limited to viewing
on the NCM Members Only webpage. I will
monitor the releases to see what becomes
available.
Each morning I was sent a link to a Zoom
session where I could view the
presentations on that day’s agenda. Once I
was signed in, my camera and microphone
were shut off so I could only watch the

Corvette Assembly Plant Update
Kai Spande, the Assembly Plant Manager
provided attendees an update on activities
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at the Assembly Plant. He also surprised
everyone by presenting an award from
General Motors to Mike Furman, a
salesman at Criswell Chevrolet in Maryland.
Mike has sold 5000 Corvettes during his
career with Chevrolet, more than any other
individual salesman.

The new colors include Hypersonic Gray
Metallic, Amplify Orange Tint-coat, and
Caffeine Metallic. The one I found the most
interesting was the gray because it seemed
to actually change color depending on the
lighting. The result is called “color travel”
and it really accentuated the curves of the
car’s design. This is one you will have to
see to believe.

Kai said the plant has been running at
capacity for several weeks in an effort to
fulfill all of the 2021 orders before the plant
closes for the transition to 2022 production.
He acknowledged that the auto industry’s
semiconductor shortage is a concern but so
far, Corvette production has not been
affected. Interestingly enough, cars use the
same semiconductors that every other
industry uses so the shortage doesn’t just
concern car makers.
He did say that
b e c a u s e s o m a n y o f t h e C o r v e t t e ’s
components are used only in Corvettes and
are only made by specific contractors, a
shortage of just one part could stop
production.

I did learn something new. I thought all the
Corvette’s paint jobs were done in the
plant’s new paint shop. Kai said some of
the components come painted from parts
s u p p l i e r s s u c h a s ro o f p a n e l s , f ro n t
splitters, and rear spoilers. To ensure those
components match perfectly and be of the
same quality as the rest of the car, only
Exalta paints are used.
The plant now builds the engines for
C a d i l l a c ’s n e w h o t r o d , t h e C T V 5
Blackwing.
A version of the C7
supercharged Z06 engine will be shipped to
Lansing, Michigan for installation on the
Cadillac assembly line.
Kai avoided all
questions regarding release dates and
specifications for future models including
Z06, ZR1, Grand Sport and anything to do
with hybrid or electric motor designs. He
did say the plant is excited about restarting
tours and will do so when they are certain
they can protect the employees from any
COVID-19 concerns.

The plant is now also making right-hand
drive cars for export. The same assembly
line is used but at least 56 jobs and 526
parts are different.
To limit the time to
switch over between the RH and LH drive
designs, the cars are produced in batches.

* Breaking News: The NCM just posted
Kai’s update on YouTube. To see it, go to:
https://youtu.be/phMztKpti_I
Corvette Design Team Update
Tadge Juechter, Harlan Charles, and Josh

For example, 300 cars were built to fill the
orders for buyers in Japan. Kai introduced
the three new colors for the 2022 models
and brought fender panels of each for
display. This is the first time actual panels
were made available for public viewing.

Holder made a virtual appearance to share
updates and engage in some Q&A with
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attendees regarding requests for features
that could be incorporated into future
models.
The team covered awards received over the
last year or so, sales stats, color changes
and several other topics that either I have
mentioned in previous newsletters or Kai
Spande disclosed during his presentation.
One really cool option now available to C8
buyers is a car cover that from a distance,
could easily be mistaken for Corvette
Racing’s real C8.R race car. The cover in
the photo was amazing. If I had a C8, no
matter what color, I would buy one of these
covers.

involved oils in track-use cars and oil
change strategies for long-term storage.
Michelin Tire Tech Talk

The Q&A session was interesting. Tadge
mentioned that Corvette is the only car
where the public can talk directly with the
design team. I can attest to that as I have
spoken with both Tadge Juechter and
Harlan Charles in person. The team attends
many events where they regularly mingle
with Corvette enthusiasts and listen to what
actual users say about their cars. The team
feels they can learn so much more and be
more responsive by being available at
places like the Museum.
There were several suggestions heard and
often I heard the team respond by saying,
“If we hear that request with any frequency,
it would be something we would consider in
future models.”
The team also provided
some history as to why some suggestions
had been considered but rejected in the
past.
Topics included, adaptive cruise
control, new and expanded color choices
and combinations, software and hardware
backwards compatibility, brake designs,
rain sensors, and grill designs. Hopefully
this presentation will be one of those made
available for viewing at a later time.

Representatives from Michelin provided a
virtual presentation and answered questions
from attendees.
Probably the most
important information relevant to our
members was the introduction of the Pilot
Sport A/S 4 (all season) tires. I have the
Pilot Sport A/S 3 tires on our Corvette and
they work very well in all temperatures. The
A/S 4 is the replacement and is touted to
provide 4% better dry braking, 5% better
wet braking with no reduction in mileage
wear. Only the front tire sizes are available
so far but by mid-summer all the tire sizes
for C5-C8 should be available at your
Michelin dealer.

Mobil 1 Tech Talk
Representatives from Mobil 1 provided a
virtual presentation that recapped Mobil 1’s
history with Corvette and then facilitated a
Q&A with attendees.
Since 1993, their
fluids have been the factory go-to including
for over 700,000 engines and during more
than 100 race wins. Most of the questions

Summary
I will save my observations of other
presentations for next month but you can
always check the website to see if any or all
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of the virtual recordings will be made
public.
If you would like to read some
longer and more detailed summaries of
these and other presentations you can
access them now by going to:
News –
National Corvette Museum.
As I said
initially, the Virtual Bash was not as exciting
as being there in person but then it only
cost $20 and some computer time. With
that in mind, the Virtual Bash was money
very well spent.

2021 Torch Red Corvette Coupe 9/4/2021
Price: $20.00 Tickets: Unlimited Tickets

Raffles

The NCM Corvette Deliveries Increase in
Popularity

Below are all the currently active raffles. For
additional information and rules regarding
National Corvette Museum raffles including
how to order tickets and to view the number
of tickets remaining available in real time,
go to https://raffle.corvettemuseum.org.

In my April article I informed you that more
and more customers are choosing to
include the National Corvette Museum
when purchasing a new Corvette. While the
Museum delivers an average of 55 cars per
week, it can’t keep up with the demand. In
fact, there is a serious backlog of folks
waiting for their call to come to the Museum
so they can enjoy the experience.
The backlog led to a nasty rumor that GM
has limited or stopped access to the R8C
option when ordering a new C8. Recently
someone tried to order the option however
the computer system prevented the dealer
from requesting a Museum Delivery. The
rumor is not true.

2021 Red Mist Corvette Coupe 5/20/2021
Price: $100.00 Tickets: 2000 Tickets

Thanks to a member of the Corvette Team,
this is basically a “glitch” as dealers are no
longer allowed to enter new sold orders for
the 2021 model year and the R8C and D30
RPOs require a sold order for entry.
However, this particular dealership only
enters final sold orders against their
allocation and so they must use a
workaround for it.
So, if you get the call to finalize your 2021
Corvette order, and are told that R8C or
D30 is no longer available, have the dealer
call the higher-ups in their region or Detroit
for clarification. While the R8C program
could still be added to future constraints, as
of today it’s still available for customers.

B u i l d Yo u r O w n 2 0 2 1 To r c h R e d
Convertible 6/10/2021
Price: $200.00 Tickets: 1500 Tickets

How bad is the backlog you ask? Well, the
Museum uses a parking area at the
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Motorsports Park located across the
freeway from the Museum to stage cars that
have been built and are awaiting customer
delivery. Here is a photo taken during the
week of April 4, 2021 of over 100 cars
parked in the lot.
This should give you
some idea of how much folks want to travel
to Bowling Green for the Museum Delivery
Experience.

has decided to make some exceptions and
grant a waiver to Corvette Racing that will
allow the C8.R to compete next year in the
GTD Pro class.
The C8.R was not
constructed for the new series.
It was
designed for the current class as well as the
European classification that is used at
LeMans.
IMSA will utilize its various
options under the Balance Of Power rules
to even out the competition so the
Corvettes will not have any undue
advantage.
It would have been a shame to prevent the
only entry from a US manufacturer from
competing in the North America series.
In Closing
To learn more about the Museum, upcoming
events, exhibits, membership, and to plan
your next visit, please contact me directly
or visit the NCM website at
w w w. c o r v e t t e m u s e u m . o rg .
In the
meantime, drive safe and enjoy the Corvette
experience.

Photo credit and more info can be found at:
[VIDEO] Corvette Museum Deliveries Have
Not Been Constrained...Yet - Corvette:
Sales,
News
&
Lifestyle
(corvetteblogger.com) If you are interested
or would like to know more about the
delivery programs that are offered, go to:
Delivery Programs – National Corvette
Museum

Don Allen, National Corvette Museum
Ambassador
SLO Vettes

Rumors and Tidbits
Corvette Racing Expected to Get a
Waiver for 2022

Here is a follow-up to my article last month
on Corvette Racing’s predicament regarding
n e x t y e a r ’s r u l e c h a n g e s f o r t h e
International Motor Sports Association
racing series.
When faced with the
possibility of losing one of its strongest
supporters and biggest fan favorite, IMSA
!8

Mystery Tour. Lord willing and the Creek don’t
rise, the Dallons and Surber’s will be back in
business for this year’s run. As a reminder to
those of you who signed up for last year’s
cancelled tour, you have first right of refusal for
this year’s adventure and it isn’t too soon to let
Jan or Jon know if you plan to attend. The
dates are September 24, 25, 26, a Friday to
Sunday aﬀair with two nights in beautiful . . . . .
don’t be silly, it’s a mystery tour, remember!
Last year we were limited to ten cars but we’re
working on the possibility of raising that to
twelve cars and will let you know if that’s
possible as soon as we know. The Mystery
Tour is fun, ask anyone who’s been on one, and
the fee covers two nights lodging, lunch on
Friday, a plated dinner Saturday night,
commemorative t-shirts, and breakfast on
Saturday and Sunday morning.

Is America great or what? Denise and I had
occasion to drive up to San Francisco
International Airport recently and while there
had lunch in the International terminal’s food
court.
Only one restaurant was open, PoTero’s, and featured full breakfasts and
lunches. Being a Rubin Sandwich aficionado,
and against my better judgment (a Rubin is a
work of culinary art left best to elderly owners
of New York deli’s that have been closed by the
health department within the last few months), I
ordered the Rubin. What can I say? It was the
best, most authentic Rubin I’d had in years.
And why does that make America great, you
may ask? Because where else in the world
could you go to an international airport, order a
Rubin sandwich made by a Chinese cook in an
Italian restaurant, and get something that
tasted as if it was made by the Gods? We talk
a lot about diversity and such, but here was the
perfect example of what it really means,
Yiddish food prepared to perfection by a recent
immigrant from China (his English was broken
but very understandable). God bless America!

Team Corvette is heading to Spa in Belgium for
its annual 12-Hour race and will use it as a
tune-up for the Le Mans 24-Hour later in the
year. Spa is famous for having perhaps the
fastest series of corners in racing, collectively
referred to as Eau Rouge. Coming down the
pit straight you are going down hill at a
considerable rate, nearing 180 mph. At the
bottom is a mild left hand turn that quickly
turns into a right hand turn as you rise up a
fairly steep hill.
With the turns and
compression as you bottom out on the righthander, you’re exposed to a force of about 8G’s, which over a driver’s 6-hour stint, can be
exhausting. You have no visual clues as you
come up the hill about what lies ahead, which
is another left-hander that takes you on to a
long straight, so you need to exit the turn as
fast as you can to make best use of the
passing opportunities it oﬀers. Two years ago
in a Formula Two race a car got sideways
coming out of the last turn and was t-boned by
a following car that couldn’t see the road was
blocked. Very dangerous and very fast. Fans
and drivers listen for drivers who never “lift” as
they go through the three turns, they are the
Spa Masters. It will be exciting to see how
Team Corvette handles this incredible track,
one of the fastest in the world.

Moving on to subjects closer at hand, we had a
nice run on the 17th to the Vintage Cowboy,
blessed by near perfect weather and green hills
for most of the way. With 14 cars all lined up
on the Pozo Road, we must have made quite
an impression on some of the locals who
peaked out their windows to see what the fuss
was all about. The Vintage Cowboy crew had
set aside tables and chairs for SLO Vettes
beside the bocci ball court, along with our own
private tasting bar. It doesn’t get much better
than that!
Charles Shearon has asked me to remind
everyone that for the Norgrove Railway Run
May 15 he will need to know exactly how many
people are coming, so if you plan to attend,
and who wouldn’t want to take a train ride, let
him know either by email or by telephone
before May 7.

Happy Trails,
Russ Surber, Editor

As long as I’m talking about Club events, let
me say a few words about the September
!9

Mans to take the FIA World Sports Car
Championship title, so they brought 8 of their
best cars. The race was always going to be a
challenge but during the third hour a storm
swept across the track bringing torrential rain
which caused a number of accidents, shaking
up the running order.

What Team Corvette Looked Like in 1960

The Cunningham team bought three 1960
Corvettes from Don Allen Chevrolet (any
relation, Don?), each was optioned to the gills
with every performance tweak available
including a 290 hp fuel-injected V8, quick-ratio
steering, heavy-duty sintered-metallic brake
linings, heavy-duty suspension, a close-ratio
four-speed transmission, a Positraction limitedslip diﬀerential, a radio delete, and a
temperature-controlled radiator fan.

The rain continued intermittently throughout the
night but began to clear by the morning, sadly
two of the three Corvettes had been falling by
the wayside, one of the cars had been rolled
and was out of the race and another got stuck
in the sand by the truck – losing valuable time
before being recovered and getting back into
the race.

Before shipping the cars to Europe they fitted a
series of their own upgrades including Stewart
Warner gauges, a Halibrand quick release fuel
cap, Halibrand knock oﬀ wheels with
Firestone racing tires, Koni competition shock
absorbers, Bendix fuel pumps (a primary and a
back-up), an additional front additional sway
bar, a 37 gallon fuel tank, brake ducting from
the grille area and a cooling duct from drivers
side front bumper area (directing cooling air to
the driver through the foot well), two seats from
a Douglas C-47 Skytrain aircraft, and Sebring
exhausts that exit in front of the rear tires.

By the time the checkered flag fell only one of
the Corvettes was still running, but it took a
class win at Le Mans and finished 8th overall.
This was a great result for the first Corvette
outing at the famous event, and although they
didn’t know it at the time it was just the first of
many, Corvettes have been racing at Le Mans
for decades since. And here’s the car that
made it through to the end.

The Corvettes would face stiﬀ competition in
Europe, they’d be racing against the Ferrari
250 TR59, the Aston Martin DBR1, the Porsche
718, the Ferrari 250 GT SWB, the Porsche
356B Carrera, the Triumph TRS, the Maserati
Tipo 61, the Jaguar E2A, the Alfa Romeo
Giulietta SV Spyder, and a number of others.
The race took place over the 25th and 26th of
June, Ferrari needed an outright win at Le
!1 0
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