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For the second month in a row SLO Vettes will be 
on the road again, this time for a run up historic 
Hwy 1 to the Ragged Point Inn for lunch on the 
lawn, which we will share with our cars in this Age 
of Covid-19.  This and the Vintage Cowboy Winery 
Run are two of the most popular and well-attended 
events sponsored by the Club each year.  Check 
out Joe Berkman’s column in this issue for details, 
and be sure and let Joe know well in advance of 
August 15 if you plan to attend.


SLO Vettes & Monterey Peninsula Vettes Jointly Sponsor Ragged Point Run August 15



Well, time to type some words on the 
computer.


I’m truly getting the feeling that most of us are 
fed up with our current situation.   As your club 
president, I’m frustrated that our years events 
have been on, then off, then on again just to be 
cancelled at the end.  I might as well announce 
my candidacy for next years seat.  


Yesterday was a good day for me. 


1.      Woke up and went to town for 
indoor sit-down breakfast.   Opps    Not 
supposed to do that.           


2.      Went for a haircut.   Opps       Not 
supposed to do that either.


3.    Went to Rotary.   Opps   Inside and 
more than 10 people.   Not supposed to 
do that.


4.    Went for a massage.   Opps    Can’t 
do that.


5.      Went for sit-down dinner with live 
music.    What?  Can’t do that.  


All of these activities are against current state 
or county regulations and I had a blast!


I hope some of you are also expanding your 
horizons.    It’s time to push back if you catch 
my drift.  


Now for the important stuff.


The next meeting will be virtual, August 14th on 
Zoom. A url will be posted on our website for 
the meeting as well as a reminder the day 
before via email.  


The morning of August 15th, will be the run to 
Ragged Point.   Joe will fill you in on all the 
particulars in his article.  


The Mystery Tour is still a go.   We are keeping 
our fingers crossed as so much of what we 
have planned can be affected by the pandemic 
and an over zealous governor.  We should have 
more information the night of the meeting.     i


So we're into our 5th month of defeating 
COVID-19. These words made me laugh but 
there's a lot of truth mixed in to consider. . .


1. So let me get this straight, there’s no 
cure for a virus that can be killed by 
sanitizer and hand soap?


2. Is it too early to put up the Christmas 
tree yet? I have run out of things to do.


3. When this virus thing is over with, I 
still want some of you to stay away from 
me.


4. If these last months have taught us 
anything, it’s that stupidity travels faster 
than any virus on the planet, particularly 
among politicians and bureaucrats.


5. Just wait a second – so what you're 
telling me is that my chance of surviving 
all this is directly linked to the common 
sense of others? You’re kidding, right?


6. People are scared of getting fined or 
arrested for congregating in crowds, as 
if catching a deadly disease and dying a 
horrible death wasn’t enough of a 
deterrent.


7. If you believe all this will end and we 
will get back to normal just because we 
reopen everything, raise your hand. 
Now slap yourself with it.


8. Another Saturday night in the house 
and I just realized the trash goes out 
more than me.


9. Whoever decided a liquor store is 
more essential than a hair salon is 
obviously a bald-headed alcoholic.


10. Remember when you were little and 
all your underwear had the days of the 
week on them. Those would be helpful 
right now.
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11. The spread of Covid-19 is based on 
two factors: 1. How dense the 
population is and 2. How dense the 
population is.


12. Remember all those times when you 
wished the weekend would last forever? 
Well, wish granted. Happy now?


13. It may take a village to raise a child, 
but I swear it’s going to take a whole 
vineyard to home school one.


14. Did a big load of pajamas so I would 
have enough clean work clothes for this 
week.


Hope you enjoyed.  


Respectfully submitted,


Jon Dallons, President

SLO Vettes


Hello SLO Vettes and happy August! 


I hope you are all well and staying safe. Last 
month was pretty much like the few previous 
months as we continue to wait out the 
COVID-19 precautions. However, I do have an 
event I would like to share with you. A couple 
weeks ago I came across the window sticker 
for our C7 Grandsport and noticed that my car 
should have had the Stage 2 ground effects 
installed but didn’t. After doing some research, 
I learned that GM does not install things like 
splitters and ground effects at the factory to 

help minimize damage during shipping. GM will 
ship the ground effect add-ons separately to 
the dealers parts department.  The dealer will 
then install the items upon receipt of the car or 
when it is sold. In my case the car was sold 
and then shipped to California from the Indiana 
dealership without the stage 2 ground effects 
ever being installed. After talking to my local 
Chevrolet dealer, They told me this  happens 
periodically and I should contact the dealership 
because there was a good chance the parts 
are still in their parts department storeroom. 
The parts are shipped for a specific vehicle and 
can not be sold to anyone else. They are part 
of the purchase when the car is sold. So, after 
2 years, I contacted the dealership In 
Bloomington, Indiana  where we purchased our 
Grand Sport and they still had my stage2 kit 
sitting in their warehouse. The parts manager 
reached out to me and advised that parts are 
on their way to me. Needless to say, I was 
impressed by the  rapid response and the way 
this dealers parts manager handled my 
situation. I’m looking forward to our Corvette’s 
new look once we install the Stage2 ground 
effects. 


For membership we have had no changes 
since last months publishing. Stay safe in the 
month ahead. 


Doug Williamson, VP/Membership

Cell 805-709-8253

williamsondoug53@gmail.com


SLO Vettes July 2020 Meeting via 
Zoom… 

July 10, 2020 

Location: Social Media: Zoom


Call to Order: 6:32pm 

Club attendees: 22
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I sincerely regret that I have to tell you that our 
August meeting again will be courtesy of Zoom.  
The Governor’s prohibition on indoor gatherings 
of more than ten people simply makes Alfano 
Motors impossible.  So, on Friday, August 14, 
join me and your Board at 6PM.  I will give you 
the Zoom link the week prior to the meeting.  Jon



All current Board Members present. All current 
Chairs present with the exception of Jeanne 
Allen. We wish her a speedy recovery from 
Dental Surgery she recently had.


President, Jon Dallons: 
 

Jon thanked all those attending the Zoom 
Meeting.  We hope for this to be our last one 
and we will start meeting once again in San 
Luis Obispo our sponsor, Alfano Chevrolet.


Vice President: Doug Williamson: 

No changes since last meeting. Total 
memberships: 27


J u n e M i n u t e s b y s e c r e t a r y, L i s a 
Klockenteger: 

A Motion to Accept the Minutes as published in 
the June newsletter was made by Denis Surber 
and seconded by Jan Dallons. The Motion was 
carried unanimously.


Treasurer Report: Jan Dallons: 

A Motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report was 
made by Tom Wilkins and seconded by Jose 
Alvarez. The Motion was carried unanimously.


Events: Joe Berkman: 

--Discussed meet up time for Vintage Cowboy 
Run on July 11th.

--Still waiting to hear back from Ragged Point 
Manager on a Run up the coast and lunch at 
their facility.


--Hot El Camino Cruise Nitet in Atascadero is 
cancelled.


--Mystery Run in September: As of the end of 
the meeting there were no more vacancies.  --
All rooms are full and it is full speed ahead.


--The July 4th bash at the Dallons’ was great 
fun.  Everyone had a wonderful time.  Thanks 
to the Dallons for once again opening up their 
home to the club.


Corvette Museum: Don Allen:  

NCM is having their 26th year celebration 
September 2 thru 5, 2020. Lots of things to do.  
Look at Don’s article this month for exciting 
things happening at the NCM!


Sunshine: Don Allen standing in for Jeanne 
Allen 

Hoping she is feeling better by the time she 
reads this newsletter!


Website: Jon Dallons 

Be sure to stay informed by checking out our 
website!


Newsletter: Russ Surber 

Please turn in all articles this month by the 27th.  
Thank you!


Merchandize: Jan Dallons 

No changes.  Call Jan if you want something 
and she will make it happen!

 

Old Business: None 

New Business: None 

No Virtual 50/50  

However, we will have one at the Vintage 
Cowboy Winery.


Next Meeting: August 14, 2020 
Location: TBA 
Time: 6:00pm   

Meeting Adjourned: 7:10pm 
Submitted by your Secretary

Lisa Klockenteger 
lisaklockenteger@gmail.com 
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Howdy Slovettes,



As I write this July is about to come to an end, 
August awaits. Let me review. July 4th was a 
wonderful get together at Jan and Jon's house 
on the hill. Always a treat to look out over the 
hills from the back railing while sharing good 
times.   July 11th brought the club to the  
Vintage Cowboy Winery. What can be said 
about fine wine, food and good company in a 
wonderful setting. Let's do it again next year!


So here we are, its August, summer is zipping 
by at incredible speed.     Faster than a ZR1? 
Yes. Looking forward a couple of weeks to 
August 15th we are all going to meet for the 
Ragged Point run. Lets get together at the old 
OSH parking lot in Paso Robles located at hwy 
46W and 101 on Theater Drive at 10:15 a.m. 
and depart 10:30 sharp for Ragged Point. 


If you are coming from south county and find it 
more convenient meet the group at the end of 
hwy 46West and hwy 1. Somewhere around 
11am. Probably more like 10:50 a.m., wait for 
the group.


Once at the Point we park on the lawn, tables 
will be setup outside, chairs placed 6 ft apart  
Dining inside is not allowed right now. Wear a 
mask (when not eating or drinking, really?) if 
you feel more comfortable that way. 


Please email me Pinesandoaks@gmail.com if 
you plan on coming. The restaurant needs to 
know how many tables and chairs to set up for 
us.


Of course the Monterey club is going to make 
an appearance. As I write this 11 members of 
their club will make the trip to join us.


September is the Mystery Tour. Some lucky 
members are going to have a tour to 
remember. Check with Jon or Jan D if space is 
still available.


And that is the event news.  Stay tuned for late 
news as it happens, right here!


Joe Berkman, Events

805-591*9966

pinesandoaks@gmail.com


Museum News

Registration Opens for the 26th Annual 
Celebration

This year we mark the 26th Anniversary of 
t h e N a t i o n a l C o r v e t t e M u s e u m a n d 
registered participants can enjoy four days 
of activities on September 2-5 including 
access to interesting and unique road tours, 
special video presentations, raffles, and 
more!  The event will also include the 
Winner’s Circle dinner, 10/15/20/25-year 
member recognition, and the “Corvette Hall 
of Fame” Induction Ceremony and banquet 
featuring the induction of Doug Fehan, 
Henry Haga, Mike McCagh and Wendell 
Strode.
 
Presentations will be a mixture of in person 
and virtual. Onsite participants will have 
spaces both inside and outside the Museum 
to view presentations live. Both areas will 
be adequately distanced. On-site and virtual 
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registration options are offered for this 
event.
 
Anniversary registration is $20 for lifetime 
members, $25 for members and $35 for 
non-members. Early registration includes a 
hard card badge, lanyard, event pin and 
dash plaque.
 
VIRTUAL Anniversary Registration is $20 
per household. Virtual registration does not 
get you into ANY onsite activities or the 
Museum during the event weekend but 
provides access to the virtual feed of 
seminars and presentat ions Thursday 
September 3rd & Friday September 4th.
To see a schedule of activities, go to:  
ht tps: / /www.corvet temuseum.org/event /
anniversary-celebration/

NCM Receives an Award:  Best Attraction 
for Car Lovers

The NCM won top honors in the 2020 USA 
TODAY Reader ’s Choice travel award 
contest.  The public was asked to select the 
best venue from a group of twenty popular 
locations and the Museum came out on top.  
To r e a d m o r e , g o t o :  h t t p s : / /
www.corvettemuseum.org/national-corvette-
museum-named-a-top-attract ion-by-usa-
today/

Exhibit Updates

“The Vision Realized” is based on the 
dreams of Chief Engineer Zora Arkus-
Duntov and other GM designers that would 
eventually lead to the mid-engine layout of 
the new C8 Corvette.  Included in the 
display are various prototypes that GM built 
during the many years that it took for the 
dream to finally come to fruition.  

The Museum has created a video describing 
the display.  While not as cool as actually 
being there, you might still want to check it 
out at:  https://youtu.be/xEmisMDGSbQ

Donations

Miss America Pageant Corvette

Most of the time when you buy a used car 
you really don’t know what the history of 
that car might be.  You can provide a lot of 
info during your time of ownership but you 
never really know if the car has an historic 
past.

That was the case for the Wallace Family 
who had purchased a 1988 convertible with 
around 200K miles on the odometer from a 
dealer in Michigan.  They loved the car for 
10 years and then decided to donate it to 
the Museum.

The Museum researches the VIN numbers 
on all donations and discovered that this 
particular car was a GM sponsored car for 
the 1988 Miss America Pageant.  Six cars 
were built specifically for the pageant and 
this was one of them.  GM sponsored the 
pageant for years.

To read the history of not only this car but 
the entire Miss America Corvette Program, 
go to:  https://www.corvettemuseum.org/
1988-miss-america-corvette-convert ible-
donated/
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ZR-1 Snake Skinner Prototype, GM’s 
Answer to the Viper

The family of Greg Mauzy, a past NCM 
Board Member and avid col lector of 
specialty Corvettes, recently donated the 
one and only Snake Skinner II 1989 ZR-1 to 
the Museum.  What is a Snake Skinner you 
say?  Well, when Dodge created the Viper in 
the late 80’s GM knew they needed 
something to compete with it.  They 
lightened up a test model ZR-1 by removing 
all the fluff such as A/C, fancy seats, and 
radio equipment.  They modified the double 
overhead cam V8 engine to nearly 500 HP, 
a n d r e p l a c e d s t a n d a r d p a r t s w i t h 
magnesium and titanium experimental parts 
to make the car much lighter than stock.  
They wanted to skin the snake (Viper) and 
they called the car the Snake Skinner.  The 
automotive magazines loved the concept.

GM upped their game by building a second 
test car with some but not all of the 
performance goodies of the first car.  They 
called it the Snake Skinner II.  It proved too 
costly to sell to the public and by now the 
C5 was into some serious development so 
the project was halted.  Both cars ended up 
in what’s known as the GM Heritage 
Collection, GM’s collection of specialty cars 
typically used for development or auto 
shows.  Snake Skinner I was loaned to the 
NCM for display until 2008.

GM was forced to sell off some assets as a 
result of their bankruptcy and much of the 
collection was sold to private collectors.  
The two Snake Skinners were auctioned at 
Barrett-Jackson.  Rick Hendrick bought the 
first car and Greg Mauzy bought the second 
car.

There is so much more to the story than my 
summary for this article.  To learn all about 
these cars, please go to:  
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/chevrolets-
response-to-viper-is-a-zr-1-ss-prototype/

Active Suspension Prototype ZR-1

Defying the laws of physics – that was the 
promise of Active Suspension. Instead of 
using springs, dampers and anti-roll bars to 
react to and manage a vehicle’s dynamics, 
Active Suspension systems used sensors, 
computers and high-pressure hydraulics to 
completely control a vehicle’s behavior. An 
“active” automobile could lean into a curve 
while preventing any bumps in the road from 
upset t ing the steer ing and corner ing 
dynamics of the car.  Orignally developed 
for Formula 1 racing, GM engineers thought 
the system could be adapted to GM’s 
performance cars in the Chevy, Buick, and 
Cadillac lines.

Chevrolet is thought to have built 50 or 
m o r e A c t i v e S u s p e n s i o n C o r v e t t e 
prototypes. Three are known to remain: 
EX5878, EX5881 and EX5886. This vehicle 
was purchased by the late Greg Mauzy and 
his wife Michelle of Midland, TX from the 
Barrett-Jackson auction in West Palm 
Beach in 2009. The vehicle is formerly of 
the Genera l Motors Her i tage Center 
co l lec t ion , bu t was mandated to be 
liquidated (along with other prototypes and 
hard assets) to assist with the company’s 
financial recovery as part of the U.S. 
government bailout of GM.

While the concept was really cool for its 
t i m e , t h e a c t u a l s y s t e m h a d s o m e 
drawbacks.  It required very high pressures 
for the hydraulic fluid and an extra 25 
horsepower to power the system during 
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hard cornering.  The cost for all the extra 
components drove the car’s weight and 
price higher than any previous Corvette 
which ultimately killed the project.

Read more about this special car and the 
Mauzy family’s donation at:  https://
www.corvettemuseum.org/defying-physics/

Museum Store

The Museum Store has extended the offer 
of free shipping when you spend $50 or 
more and choose “Economy UPS Surepost 
Shipping.”  The offer ends August 30, 2020.  
Some exclusions apply so check the 
website for the latest info.  https://
corvettestore.com/

Raffles

1.75 Millionth Corvette

The one millionth Corvette (a 1992 model) 
and the 1.5 millionth Corvette (a 2009 
model ) , bo th wh i te w i th red in ter io r 
convertibles, reside at the National Corvette 
Museum, becoming famous years after their 
‘birth’ when they fell victim to a 2014 
sinkhole inside the Museum. The one 
millionth Corvette has since been restored 
by General Motors and both cars can be 
viewed in the Museum’s Skydome.

The 1.75 millionth Corvette, an Arctic White 
Coupe with Adrenaline Red interior, will only 
temporari ly call the National Corvette 
Museum its home as it will be used in a 
fundraising raffle by the Museum.

The car features the Z51 performance 
package, 3LT equipment group, 5-trident 
spoke mach ined - face s te r l i ng s i l ve r 
aluminum wheels, engine appearance 
package, front lift adjustable height with 
memory and more. The car will be delivered 
via the Corvette Museum Delivery program, 
also referred to as option code R8C when 
ordering a new Corvette, which provides a 

red carpet V.I.P. experience for the winner 
and up to three accompanying guests.

The Corvette will be raffled on Friday, 
September 4 at 3pm CT as part of the 
Museum’s 26th  Anniversary Celebration 
event. 

Below are all the currently active raffles. For 
additional information and rules regarding 
National Corvette Museum raffles including 
how to order tickets and to view the number 
of tickets remaining available in real time, 
go to https://raffle.corvettemuseum.org. 

2020 Arctic White Corvette 9/4/2020
1.75 Millionth Corvette  
Price: $200.00 Tickets: 1500  
Drawing: Sept 4, 2020, 3:00 PM CT

2021 Shadow Gray Corvette 7/30/2020  
Price: $150.00 Tickets: 1500  
Drawing: July 30, 2020, 2:00 PM CT
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2021 Black Corvette Coupe 8/20/2020  
Price: $100.00 Tickets: 2000  
Drawing: August 20, 2020, 2:00 PM CT

2020 Torch Red Corvette Coupe 9/5/2020  
Price: $20.00 Tickets: Unlimited   
Drawing: Sept 5, 2020 3:00 PM CT

Assembly Plant

GM releases a teaser video for the 2021 
Corvette.  

Chevrolet has posted a teaser video 
dedicated to the impending update of its C8 
Corvette line. It looks like the supercar is 
getting a few new color options heading into 
2021.  The footage shows two black 
Corvettes with sporty stripes running down 
their bodies – vivid red on one, vivid yellow 
on another. A coupe with the Gulf livery of 
blue and orange also makes a br ief 
appearance.  Of course this leads to more 
speculation of things to come.  Check it out 
a t :  h t t p s : / / w w w. m o t o r 1 . c o m / n e w s /
432566/2021-chevy-corvette-teaser-video/

 
Here’s what’s new for the 2021 Corvettes:

• Magnetic Select ive Ride Control 
suspension available without Z51 (FE2)
• Standard Wireless Apple CarPlay/
Wireless Android Auto
• Red Mist Metallic Tintcoat exterior 
color
• Silver Flare Metallic exterior color
• Sky Cool Gray/Yellow Strike interior 
color
• New Full Length Dual Racing Stripe 
Package colors: Blue, Orange, Red and 
Yellow
• Stinger Stripes in three colors: Carbon 
Flash/Edge Red, Carbon Flash/Edge 
Yellow and Carbon Flash/Midnight Silver
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• Driver mode on-screen visualization 
and new track digital tachometer
• Standard Buckle To Drive, a safety 
technology that , when act ive, can 
prevent the driver from shifting the 
vehicle out of Park if the driver’s seat 
belt is not buckled for up to 20 seconds; 
this feature is designed to help remind 
all drivers to buckle up before driving.

The best news of course is that GM is 
holding steady on the base price.

Order your 2021 Corvette Soon

The 2021 Corvette Order Guide has just 
been released and is available to download.  
The Order Guide is a 49 page PDF file 
listing all the features including standard 
equipment and options.  To see examples of 
the features you might want to go to the 
2020 Configurator at Chevrolet.com.  To 
read more about ordering information, go to 
this article containing the links so you will 
be prepared to submit your order on July 
31st when GM opens the ordering window.  
h t t p s : / / w w w . c o r v e t t e b l o g g e r . c o m /
2020/07/25/the-2021-corvette-order-guide-
is-now-available-for-download/

C8 Corvette Interior Design Explained

Ever wonder why the interior is so unique in 
the 2020 Corvette, especially that odd row 
of buttons between the two seats?  Why are 
the A/C vents so small?  Well, here is the 
inside skinny from the engineer in charge of 
interior design on the C8.  He was given 
only few guidelines.  Make the dash as low 
as you can, use only hard button controls 
rather than a touchpanel, and ensure the 
customer’s first experience of getting in the 
car will be special.  Check out the details at:  
https://www.gearpatrol.com/cars/a634534/
gm-des igner -exp la ins -2020-chevro le t -
corvette-interior/ 
Guess who else ordered a new 2021 
coupe?  Previously I reported that the 
Corvette’s Chief Engineer, Tadge Juechter 
had ordered a well optioned model in Red 
Mist Tintcoat, a new paint color for the 2021 
model.  

Now I hear that Josef Newgarden, the 2017 
and 2019 IndyCar Championship Series 
winner just took delivery of an Arctic White 
coupe with the Z51 performance package 
and a high wing.  He even got invited by 
Chevrolet to tour the Assembly Plant and 
watch his car being built.  Why the special 
treatment?  Newgarden drives for Roger 
P e n s k e a n d o n l y u s e s C h e v r o l e t 
powerplants.  I guess that would get you to 
the front of the line for sure.  I wonder if he 
will get a discount over employee pricing.  
What do you think?  To watch a video of his 
visit, go to:  https://gmauthority.com/blog/
2020/07/indycar-champ-josef-newgarden-
visits-bowling-green-assembly-video/

Rumors and Tidbits
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Corvette Wins at Daytona and Sebring

Corvette Racing celebrated their 100th 
career win at the International Motor Sports 
Association (IMSA) Weathertech SportsCar 
S e r i e s r a c e a t t h e D a y t o n a M o t o r 
Speedway.  In only the second Daytona 
race for the C8.R race car, Antonio Garcia 
and Jordan Taylor outlasted the BMWs and 
Porsche factory racers for the win.  For 
details, go to:  https://www.motorsport.com/
imsa/news/corvette-daytona-garcia-taylor-
victory/4825715/

Then a repeat at Sebring where Corvettes 
finished 1-2 to dominate the field!  This 
time, Tommy Milner and Oliver Gavin 
finished first and second place went to 
Antonio Garcia and Jordan Taylor.  What a 
great season so far for Corvette Racing.  
Unfortunately, no trip to LeMans this year 
for the Corvettes.  COVID-19 restrictions will 
prevent US based teams from participating.

Corvette Today Podcast

I can’t recall if I told y’all about “Corvette 
Today” or not so here is the info.  Steve 
Garrett , a radio disc jockey and the 
President of the Corvette Club of Kansas 
City, Missouri is the podcast host.  He is 
also a moderator on the Corvette Forum 
website.  Steve releases a new podcast on 
Mondays in which he interviews guest 
Corvette experts and celebrities.  Topics 
include inside info about Corvette’s past and 
future, technical issues, and Corvette racing 
just to name a few.  You can listen on line or 
your smart device.  Here is the link to his 
website where you can listen to past 
podcasts and sign up for new ones:  https://
corvettetodaypodcast.com/
  
To learn more about the Museum, upcoming 
events, exhibits, and to plan your next visit, 
please contact me directly or visit the NCM 
website at www.corvettemuseum.org.   In 
the meantime, drive safe and enjoy the 
Corvette experience.

Respectfully submitted,

Don Allen, SLO Vettes National Corvette 
Museum Ambassador
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Finally, an Events Calendar With Events! 

For those of you who could make it to Jon & 
Jan Dallons home on the 4th of July, I suspect 
you left full, happy, and just waiting for next 
year’s bash.  Jon brought out his new BBQ 
trailer and with the help of several able 
assistants turned out some of the best tri-tip 
any of us have eaten in years.  A special tip o’ 
the hat goes to Gerry Lopez, who with tongs in 
hand kept a masterful eye over the tri-tip as it 
sizzled on the fire. Many thanks to Jon & Jan 
for once again giving the Club a memorable 4th 
of July.   


A week later we had a great turnout for the July 
11 run to Pozo’s Vintage Cowboy Winery, with 

twelve cars participating on a day with high 
temperatures and beautiful north county skies.  
I was concerned that the forecast 103º 
temperature in Pozo, combined with virus 
concerns, would l imit the number of 
participants, but clearly I’d underestimated the 
need people had to get out and socialize once 
again. And, we were blessed with a lovely 
westerly breeze flowing up the Pozo Valley, 
taking “heat” out of the equation.  As usual, the 
appetizers came in abundance and were all 
delicious.  Michelle Pasco, owner and tasting 
room guru, was an especially gracious host 
and a good time was had by all.  President Jon 
presented Michelle and her mother, Debbie 
Arnold, with an exhibition-framed metal print of 
the Club gathered in front of the winery as a 
token of thanks for the Vintage Cowboy’s 
support of the Club.  We left with a mixed case 
of Merlot and Chardonnay to help brighten our 
evenings spent in splendid isolation!


Then, Events Chair Joe Berkman’s persistence 
in pinning down a run to Ragged Point has 
paid off big time and we now have a date 
certain for the event, Saturday, August 15.  As 
in years past, members of the Monterey 
Peninsula Corvette Club have been invited to 
join us and, as I type, Joe tells me that the 
MPCC has eleven cars signed up and ready to 
go on the 15th.  Because this is kind of in our 
backyard, I hope you’ll all make a point of 
joining us at Ragged Point because I’d hate to 
have more MPCC cars on display than SLO 
Vettes could muster.  


As I understand it, the restaurant at Ragged 
Point can serve “outdoors, and so in addition 
to our wonderful cars, we’ll be out on the lawn 
as well, soaking up California’s beautiful 
August sunshine (or fog, dress in layers!) and 
ordering off the menu as in the past.  Joe will 
need to know if you plan to attend because he 
has to give the restaurant a head count so 
there will be a sufficient number of outside 
tables.  So, if you are planning to go, let Joe 
know as soon as possible.


More good news, the September Mystery Tour 
is now fully booked with ten cars signed up 
and ten deposit checks safely in the hands of 
Jan Dallons.  The Governor’s on again/off again 
approach to managing the pandemic has made 
it difficult to nail down every aspect of the 
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Mystery Tour, and if all goes well we’ll make at 
least one more trip to . . . . (Ha! Ha! Thought I 
was going to give away the destination, didn’t 
you?) . . . where we’re going before September 
rolls around.  We should have more information 
by the August Zoom meeting.


Carroll Shelby where are you when we need 
you? 

We’ve all had 
bad days, but 
for one poor 
Italian woman it 
came in the 
form of a letter 
from the local 
p o l i c e 
d e p a r t m e n t .  
T h e l e t t e r 

contained a speeding ticket.  It seems a speed 
camera caught her as she drove her cute little 
Ford Focus down the road.  What first caught 
her eye was the amount of the fine, close to 
$1,000 US.  Then she looked to see what kind 
of violation might have been worth $1,000 and, 
there it was, the speed camera clocked her at a 
brisk 437 mph in a 35 zone.  Now to put this all 
in perspective, according to Motor Trend 
Magazine, a 2020 Corvette with the Z51 
package tops out at 184 mph.  So, this Italian 
lass’s Ford Focus had topped one of Corvette’s 
wickedest cars by a modest 254 mph!  The 
police say they believe the speed camera 
malfunctioned.  You think?


Finally, don’t forget to let Joe know if you are 
planning to go on the Ragged Point Run on 
Saturday, August 25.  I’m treading on Joe’s 
toes here a bit, but if you are going he should 
know by Friday, August 7.  


Hope that July has been kind to you and that 
August sees a wee bit of normality return to all 
of our lives.  Stay happy, love one another, and 
keep smiling, it drives the bad guys crazy!


The Old Curmudgeon,

Russ Surber, Editor

“On the SLO Vettes Road”


Ragged Point June 2019
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