On the SLO Vettes Road
Greetings from your President:

The Monthly Newsletter of SLO
Vettes
The
Club of San

Corvette

SLO Vettes Is On The Road Again, to the Vintage Cowboy Winery, Saturday July 11
A wit said recently that he was returning 2020
because it had a virus and cost too much. For SLO
Vettes, that was especially true. It has been just
four days short of five months since we gathered
together for a run to anywhere. With the decision to
reopen the county’s economy, followed by letting
winery tasting rooms begin pouring, the Run to the
Vintage Cowboy, originally set for March 15, has
returned to the schedule. So start polishing up that
beautiful Corvette of yours and get ready for fun!
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Brian’s Celebration of Life has yet to be
announced pending the CV-19 issue.
That’s it for now. Hope to see you on July 4th.
Respectfully submitted,
Greetings from your President:

Jon Dallons, President
SLO Vettes

It was nice to see many of you during the
virtual meeting on June 12th.
Everybody’s
getting the hang of it; passing their drink of
choice in front of their cameras, me included.
Good for a laugh. This was likely our last
virtual meeting. I will be contacting Alfano
Chevrolet to discuss our monthly meeting there
on July 10th. I will keep all of you apprised.

As much as I hope our July meeting will be at
Alfano Motors, the Governor’s insistence that
meetings be limited to ten or fewer probably
means that it will be a “Virtual” event on Zoom. I
will send an email to everyone in early July with
the final decision on the July venue. I hope it will
be “Real” and not “Faux!” Jon

We missed Doug Williamson but he did inform
me that we have the same numbers as before.
Most of the meeting was focused around future
events including those that had been
postponed. I’ll let Joe fill you in in his article. I
would like to mention the event at our home.
July 4th will be a BBQ social. Since there is
not much time until the 4th, Jan and I would
like to hear from you. I just sent out a email
blast to the membership with a flier for this
event. Jan needs to hear from you with your
RSVP to arrange for side dishes and the
purchasing of the meat needed for the event.
There is also a flier in this newsletter. We
would love to see all of you.

Hello SLO Vettes and Happy Independence
Day!
It is hard to believe that half the year is over
and the last 3 months have been spent mostly
indoors. While out and about I have seen a few
Corvettes and have been able to flip a couple
business cards under their windshield wiper
blades. I have also spoken to a couple
Corvette owners I’ve met while out and invited
them to check out our website along with
extending an invitation to attend the next
meeting. We have seen no changes in
membership since last month. We still have 27
active memberships (includes 4 lifetime
members) and 52 individuals. If you see a
Corvette while your out around town and do
not recognize the car or owner, leave a
business card and invite them to contact us.

For those of you that haven’t checked on the
website lately, we just broke 31,000 hits.
Finally, a word on the Board's decision to
recognize Beckey's & Sherry's contribution to
the Club with a Life Membership.
Our
philosophy was that with the passing of Carlos
and Brian it was an appropriate time to
recognize the considerable contribution both
families had made over the years to SLO
Vettes. It was also the Board's hope that this
recognition would encourage Beckey & Sherry
to continue to be active in the Club because
both still have much to contribute to its
continued success. So, Becky and Sherry, we
all would love to see you at our meetings and
events, and we hope you will always feel that
you have a home with SLO Vettes.

Thank you and continue to stay safe and
healthy.
Doug Williamson, VP/Membership
Cell 805-709-8253
williamsondoug53@gmail.com
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Corvette Museum Report: Don Allen
As usual, Don had a lot of great information to
impart. First, the Museum is open again!! And
the assembly line has resumed building cars.
Interesting note: 17% of the 2020 Corvette
orders are for convertibles and they have not
even started making them yet. Wow!!

SLO Vettes June 2020 Meeting via Zoom
June 12, 2020
Location: Social Media: Zoom

Newsletter: Russ Surber
Please get your information in to the “news
room” by June 25th.

Call to Order: 6:34pm
Club attendees: 21

Merchandize: Jan Dallons
We still have the same inventory as last month.
Please call Jan if you are in need of something.
We will be back at Cruising soon and will want
to look sharp!!

All current Board Members Present with the
exception of Doug Williamson. Standing in for
Doug, was Russ Surber. Total Memberships:
27. No activity since the Stay at Home Order
was given by the State of California.

Old Business: None

President, Jon Dallons:
This will probably be our last Zoom Meeting.
We will likely be meeting at Alfano Chevrolet in
July. Jon has called them and is awaiting their
response. Also a note regarding our two new
Lifetime members. We are hoping to see them
at some of our events this year and we wish
them well.

New Business:
Prayers go out to Ron Berkel for a Speedy
Recovery.
No 50/50 this meeting
Next Meeting: July 10, 2020
Location: Possibly Alfano Chevrolet TBD
Time: 6:00pm

M a y M i n u t e s b y S e c r e t a r y, L i s a
Klockenteger
A Motion to Accept the Minutes as published in
the May newsletter was made by Denise
Surber and seconded by Russ Surber. The
Motion was carried unanimously.

Meeting Adjourned at 7:14pm
Submitted by your Secretary
Lisa Klockenteger
lisaklockentger@gmail.com

Treasurer Report: Jan Dallons
A motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report was
made by Lisa Klockenteger and seconded by
Scott Randle.
The Motion was carried
unanimously.
Events: Joe Berkman
Looks like the Vintage Cowboy Run will be on
July 11. Russ Surber will coordinate this Run.
4th of July Bash at the Dallons will be held on
July 4 and start at 4pm!! More information to
follow! Look for email with all the details.
Mystery tour has two rooms left.

SLO Vettes!
Here we are half way through the year 2020.
So far it has been one heck of a year. A year to
remember.
This July the club has two events to take part
in. The first will be Saturday, July the 4th and
the second Saturday, July 11th.

Website: Jon Dallons
Please check out the website regularly. Our
Web Master keeps it full of great information.
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On July the 4th the parades we usually
participate in have been cancelled. Do not
despair! Jan and Jon Dallons have invited all
SLO Vettes’ members to their home on the hill
for a BBQ. Arrive there anytime after 4pm.
Please RSVP to Jan by July1 at 805-712-1111.
Jan will ask you to bring a side dish as the club
is providing the main course. BYOB For details
including a map to the house see Jon's email
of June 15th.

opened its doors for the public to again
view some of the finest examples of
America’s sport car and learn more about
the history of the car and the people who
made it possible.
Having been cleaned
from top to bottom, freshly painted, and
now with many areas reconfigured; the
Museum has that new-car sense the
moment you walk into the entry.

The second event is the run to the Vintage
Cowboy winery in Pozo. Always a popular
event, a wonderful drive, wine tasting with a
great pot luck lunch. This event is Saturday
July 11th. We will meet at 12:30 pm at the
Santa Margarita Park and Ride just oﬀ Hwy
101, Santa Margarita exit north or south bound.
Shortly after 12:30 we depart the Park and
Ride for a beautiful ride out to the winery.
Please RSVP to Russ via email by July 6th. For
further details about the run see Russ's email
of June 18th.
The Museum never totally shut down and
continued to employ its staff during the
refresh effort. Besides a total cleaning in
response to the COVID-19 virus, several
areas now offer new themes as well as
some additional or updated displays.

August is usually our BBQ at the car wash in
Atascadero to watch and take part in the Hot
August Night El Camino Real cruise night. It is
on the city calendar for August 14th. It is still to
be determined if this event will take place or
not (I just called the city and that is the oﬃcial
word - no word yet it may or may not happen).
So stay tuned for further details.

The Design and Engineering Gallery now
offers a new exhibit: “The Vision Realized:
60 Years of Mid-Engine Corvette Design”
featuring several GM prototypes that were
developed over the years. Three cars are
currently on display and five more will arrive
this summer.

September is the Mystery Cruise. Where it
goes no one (almost no one) knows. Contact
Jon or Jan Dallons for details.
Stay well, have some fun,

The E. Pierce Marshall Memorial
Performance Gallery is dedicated to
motorsports and features several racing
Corvettes.
The gallery also features
touchscreen information displays, artifact
paired with video monitors, and a 180
degree video display.

Joe Berkman, Events

If you recall, a few months ago I reported
about a 1953 Corvette that had been
entombed intentionally by it owner for 27
years. The car was donated to the Museum
and the tomb was recreated and included in
the new display.

Museum News
The Museum Is Open!
The day has finally arrived.
On June 8,
2020 the National Corvette Museum re!4

The Sinkhole Experience Display has been
refreshed using some of the latest
technology to make the experience even
more sensational.
The display
acknowledging the importance of Ed Roth
and his influence on Corvette design is
ongoing in the Exhibition Hall.

The Motorsports Park is open for all
services including the 2020 Corvette
Experience. For $799 you get classroom
instruction and then the opportunity to drive
a C8 in a lead/follow format with the
instructor on the 3.2 mile track. Before you
think that the lead/follow thing might be too
restrictive for your blood, you should think
again. It was my experience that none of
the followers in my group or the groups
before and after me could keep up with the
instructor let alone pass him.

The Museum Delivery Experience is again
operational and customers are just waiting
for their cars to be built so they can enjoy
the complete experience this option
provides.
The Assembly Plant is
operational and cars will be delivered to the
Museum soon.

Donations

All in all, the NCM is back open and is
offering an even greater experience for its
visitors. With 150,000 square feet of floor
space, social distancing is not a problem
and if you forget your face covering,
disposable masks are available for free.
They look forward to your next visit. Here
are some websites to check out that further
describe all the improvements.
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/nationalcorvette-museum-reopens-to-the-publicmonday-june-8/
h t t p s : / / w w w . c o r v e t t e b l o g g e r. c o m /
2020/06/08/the-national-corvette-museumreopens-today/
h t t p s : / / w w w. a u t o b l o g . c o m / 2 0 2 0 / 0 6 / 0 8 /
corvette-musem-reopens-mid-engineexhibit/
h t t p s : / / w w w. b g d a i l y n e w s . c o m / n e w s /
corvette-museum-reopens-with-three-newexhibits/article_4472b5b6-e2d5-5c66-b391ae1a54165d5a.html

Many of us Corvette owners think of our
lives as before children (BC) and after
children (AC). For Ken and Susan Parr of
Ohio, their first Corvette (BC) was a 1974
and the AC model is a 2002 Convertible.
The car was delivered at the Museum and
among other options; Ken chose to select
his VIN number. He was a member of the
101 st Airborne “Screaming Eagles” in Viet
Nam and received the Bronze Star.
As
such, he chose VIN number 101.
An injury in 2015 made it difficult for Ken to
get in and out of the car and when the time
came, they decided to donate it to the
Museum. Ken and Susan are excited to
know that their family can still enjoy the car
whenever they visit the Museum.
The
Museum thanks Ken for his service as well
as the donation. For more, please go to:
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/coupledonate-their-ac-corvette/

Motorsports Park

Vote Now! USA Today 10 Best Readers’
Choice 2020
The National Corvette Museum has been
nominated in USA Today's 2020 10Best
Readers' Choice travel awards! Their expert
panel selected NCM as a contender for
Best Attraction for Car Lovers. The contest
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gives voters
candidate of
vote once a
device for the

four weeks to vote for the
their choice. A person can
day on each browser and
run of the contest.

Sensory bags, equipped with noise
canceling headphones, fidget tools, verbal
cue cards and weighted lap pads are
available to guests who may feel
overwhelmed by the environment and can
be obtained at the admissions counter.

Voting ends Monday, July 6th and the
winners will be announced on 10Best on
Friday, July 17th.

Our daughter is a speech therapist and
says she sees this issue in her patients
frequently.
She was excited when she
learned that the Museum has gone the
extra mile to be able to accommodate
families with this special need.

To
vote,
go
to:
http://
portal.criticalimpact.com/go/
1/5cbc0a5aacf3c094c3d6b838967d376c/
2 5 9 9 5 / 9 c 5 b 9 1 0 9 9 2 2 c a 4 f d /
d46f74b512829a9ea6473c7b9fa19141/2599
5

Prior to visiting, families can download the
free KultureCity App to view what sensory
features are available and where they can
access them. KultureCity is a leading nonprofit recognized nationwide for using its
resources to revolutionize and create
change in the community for those with
s e n s o r y n e e d s . S i n c e t h e p ro g r a m ’s
inception, KultureCity has created over 350
sensory-inclusive venues in four countries.
For more, go to: https://www.wnky.com/
national-corvette-museum-becomessensory-inclusive-certified-attraction/

NCM Certified as a Sensory Inclusive
Venue

The National Corvette Museum was recently
certified as a Sensory Inclusive venue
through KultureCity. The new initiative
promotes an accommodating and positive
experience for all guests with a sensory
issue that visit the Museum or NCM
Motorsports Park.

Raffles
Below are the currently active raffles. For
additional information and rules regarding
National Corvette Museum raffles including
how to order tickets and to view the number
of tickets remaining available in real time,
go to https://raffle.corvettemuseum.org.

“Sensory sensitivities, or challenges with
sensory regulation, are often experienced
by individuals with autism, dementia, PTSD
and other sensory regulation challenges,”
shared Deb Howard, Museum Education
Coordinator. “One of the major barriers for
these individuals is sensitivity to over
stimulation and noise, which is a part of the
environment at our venues. With the new
certification and sensory tools, the Museum
is better prepared to assist guests with
sensory sensitivities in having the most
comfortable and accommodating
experience possible.”
O v e r 8 0 % o f t h e M u s e u m ’s s t a f f
participated in the online training led by a
KultureCity certified trainer on how to
recognize guests with sensory needs and
how to handle a sensory overload situation.

2021 Build Your Own Corvette or $60K
7/16/20
Price: $250.00 Tickets 1500
Drawing: July 16, 2020 2:00 PM CT
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beginning in July. For now, only one shift is
working but they are working 10-hour shifts
instead of 8-hour shifts until they take their
normal week long summer break starting on
June 29 th.
It will be tough to meet that goal since the
assembly line has been slowed to allow
time for COVID-19 cleaning and the use of
protective gear by the workers.
GM is
determined to reach their goal.

2020 Shadow Gray Corvette 7/30/2020
Price: $150.00 Tickets: 1500
Drawing: June 30, 2020 2:00 PM CT

Guess who ordered a new 2021 coupe?
None other than the Corvette’s Chief
Engineer, Tadge Juechter. Tadge opted for
a well optioned model in a new paint color:
Red Mist Tintcoat. It is said that the new
color similar to Crystal Red Metallic, will
replace Long Beach Red and will really
make a splash. I wonder if he will get a
discount over employee pricing. What do
you think?
Rumors and Tidbits
GM Creates a C8 Technical Assistance
Center (TAC)

2020 Torch Red Corvette Coupe 9/5/2020
Price: $20.00 Tickets: Unlimited
Drawing: Sept 5, 2020 3:00 PM CT

I n t o d a y ’s w o r l d , t e c h n o l o g y a n d
information sharing between GM and its
dealership service departments allow the
automaker the same kind of overview of its
n e w p ro d u c t s , a n d w i t h re l e a s e s a s
important as the mid-engine 2020 Corvette,
GM isn’t taking any chances.

Assembly Plant
Here is the latest timeline according to Car
and Driver Magazine. Production of 2020
coupes is underway and convertibles will
start a bit later in the summer. The switch
to 2021 models will happen later in the year
but you will able to order one next month.
The good news is that starting prices for
both the coupe and convertible have
remained the same.
https://
w w w. c a r a n d d r i v e r. c o m / n e w s /
a32825548/2021-chevy-corvette-price/

General Motors has created a Technical
Assistance Center, or TAC, for gathering
product feedback and addressing any
issues that arise.
Service personnel at
Chevy dealerships are encouraged to create
a “TAC Case” whenever any concerns are
encountered with the new mid-engine
Corvettes at the dealership. Once the case
is submitted, the case is reviewed by a
C o r v e t t e s p e c i a l i s t w h o w i l l p ro v i d e
diagnostic support as needed.

Convertibles must be popular. Even though
the plant has not started building
convertibles yet, GM says they already
account for 17% of sales! Torch red with a
black interior is the most popular color
combination. The 3LT trim package is the
most requested accessory.

To see more details and info, go to: https://
www.corvetteblogger.com/2020/06/22/gmcreates-a-technical-assistance-center-tacf o r - t h e - 2 0 2 0 - c o r v e t t e / ?
utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email

GM says it plans to build another 19,000
C8s before switching over to the 2021
models. That’s two shifts working full time
!7

&utm_campaign=corvette_sales_news_lifest
yle_daily_recap&utm_term=2020-06-24

To see some of the spy videos/photos of
the Z06 test mules being driven around the
county, check out these two articles:

C8 Repairs Limited to Certified Shops

https://www.carscoops.com/2020/06/newcorvette-z06-filmed-testing-alongsideferrari-458-and-porsche-911-gt2-rs/

GM is not allowing everyone to repair a C8
Corvette.
The aluminum frames are so
special that only certified repair shops for
Chevy and Cadillac can make repairs on the
cars.
Additionally, GM is limiting parts
access to those shops as well. That should
make insurance companies regroup when
deciding rates. Check it out at: https://
gmauthority.com/blog/2020/06/generalmotors-limits-c8-corvette-structural-partssales-to-certified-repair-shops/

https://gmauthority.com/blog/2020/06/spyshots-confirm-2022-corvette-z06-will-beavailable-as-coupe-and-convertible/
To learn more about the Museum, upcoming
events, exhibits, and to plan your next visit,
please contact me directly or visit the NCM
website at www.corvettemuseum.org.
Respectfully submitted,

2021 Corvettes Offered in Right Hand
Drive

Don Allen, SLO Vettes National Corvette
Museum Ambassador

GM will now target the British, Australian,
and Japanese markets with right hand drive
Corvettes. Production has been confirmed
and the price for a loaded 3LT coupe with
most of the options including launch control
will start at $86,150 and the convertible will
start at $91,850 for British folk. No base
models and all will have the Z51 package.
While this sounds expensive, the C8 is still
cheaper than an entry level Porsche
Cayman in England.
h t t p s : / / w w w. c a r a n d d r i v e r. c o m / n e w s /
a32814187/chevy-corvette-right-handdrive-price-specs/
Z06 in 2022?
Rumors have it that a Z06 model will be
released in 2022. Michelin is supposed to
be making a special tire specifically for the
Z06 that will be mounted on special carbon
fiber wheels. Aerodynamics are said to be
improved using active spoilers, scoops, and
other change-on-the-fly body components.
The engine is expected to be a flat-plane
crank 5.5 liter V8 similar to the engine used
in the C8.R Corvette Racing machines. The
car may be available in both coupe and
convertible.
Read the latest scoop at:
h t t p s : / / g m a u t h o r i t y. c o m / b l o g /
2020/06/2022-corvette-c8-z06-tire-sizesand-details-potentially-revealed/
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Corvettes without a moment’s thought. I’m not
sure you could.

With many of the traditional Corvette websites
now devoting almost all of their space to the
C8, I’ve been thinking about change and what
matters. A lead story on the CorvetteeBlog a
few days ago got me thinking, because it was
about a C8 owner who “re-badged” his
Corvette as a Ferrari, complete with the
dancing horse on the fender and the Ferrari
badge on the hood. When I looked at the
photo, which was actually quite stunning, the
thought occurred to me that, yes, this faux
Ferrari looks just like what you’d expect to see
in Maranello. That, in turn, made me think
about could you have done that with a C7 or
C6 and the answer was a resounding, no!

Much of the problem can be placed at the feet
of aerodynamics. When you are building a car
that can push 200 mph, how it moves through
the air becomes critically important. And if you
have a mid-engine design, certain immutable
rules of aerodynamics have to come into play.
The problem with that is that all mid-engine
cars tend to look alike, because you cannot
compromise the aerodynamics in order to
please the esthetics of the design group.
Hence, we have the Ferrette, or if you will, the
Corverri, stubby looking, squat, and often with
side vents you could park a Miata in.
In a way, the imposition of fleet wide mileage
requirements did the same thing to sedans. If
you’re old enough, you can remember those
magic weeks each year when the Big Three
presented their newest designs to the public.
And while they all might share, for instance, the
fad of fins, each marque’s design studios
created very unique, very identifiable designs.
Now, it’s hard to tell a Toyota from Hundai from
a Ford. They all have that slightly used bar of
soap shape, that while highly eﬃcient at
moving a bulk of that size eﬃciently through
the atmosphere lacks passion and je ne sais
quoi. They are eﬃcient people movers but
hardly the thing of an enthusiast’s dreams.
Bland is perhaps the right word. So when
someone came along and said, driving is so
1990’s, we can sell you a car that drives itself,
most of the population said great, where can I
get one?
And they said that because our
society has put fuel economy, safety, and Lord
knows what else in front of joy, excitement, and
fun. If the car can drive itself, and faithfully
obey the speed limits, and never put its

So my question became, was Chevrolet wise in
approving the mid-engine phenom that is the
C8? One of Corvette’s greatest characteristics
has been its strong, visual identity. When you
saw a Corvette you knew immediately that it
was a Vette. It really didn’t look like any other
high-performance car in the world, with its
massive hood sloping down to that impossibly
low grill area, all balanced by the wide hips of
the rear end. It was suﬃciently diﬀerent to be
instantly recognizable. I’m not sure we will be
able to say that of the C8. In fact, in a parking
lot filled with Ferrari’s, Lambogini’s, and other
exotics, would you be able to identify the
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passengers in harm’s way, it really doesn’t
need those things.
So, my friends, as much in love with Corvette
as I am, I admit to you that I will miss that large
sloping hood with it’s 500-600+ horsepower
pawing the ground beneath the hood, and the
push rod technology from the Stone Age that
could deliver enormous amounts of torque at
very low RPM’s, and wish that time hadn’t
marched on in quite the way it did.

The Old Curmudgeon,
Russ
PS - I would be very remiss if I didn’t mention
that on June 18th, Denise and I celebrated our
54th wedding anniversary. There is no rational
reason that this should have worked, we had
known one another for only six months when
we got married, and for five months of that we
lived on opposite sides of the continent, hardly
the preparation recommended in the Happy
Marriage books. The truth is, it has been 54
years of absolute delight and I can’t imagine
my life without Denise by my side. She tells
me she feels the same but, of course, she also
calls me her “first husband.”

Happy Birthday America!

PSS - If you haven’t yet let Jan Dallons know if
you will be attending the Fourth of July BBQ at
their home on Santa Rosa Creek Road, please
do so NOW! She needs to know how much
meat to purchase and she can only that if you
tell her you’re coming.

2005 Stick Shift Coupe For Sale
50,000 miles. Always garaged and covered.
Used mostly on weekends. $20K OBO.
Husband passed away in December and
Sandy Clark would like to sell it to someone
who would love it as much as her husband
did. Contact Sandy in Arroyo Grande at
sandyc93420@gmail

In the same vein, if you are planning to attend
the Vintage Cowboy Run on July 11, please let
me know. The staﬀ at the Vintage Cowboy
needs to know how many will be there so they
can make proper arrangements for us.
!1 0
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VINTAGE COWBOY
RUN IS ON!!!
Meet at Santa Margarita Park & Ride
Saturday, July 11 at 12:30 PM

The Park & Ride area is just off Hwy 101 at the Santa Margarita off ramps,
north and south bound. If you plan to go, please email Russ Surber at
rdsurber@charter.net no later than Monday, July 6. Bring an hors d’oeuvre
you can share with everyone and, please, buy a bottle of VC wine to show
your appreciation for its support of this event, now in its fifth consecutive
year. Tasting, as always, will be without cost to the Club.
RDSURBER@CHARTER.NET
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