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November Club Meeting 
Friday, November 13 @ 6:30 PM 
County Covid-19 regulations limit groups to no 
more than 10 persons.  The SLO Vettes 
November meeting will be a virtual event using 
Zoom.  President Jon will email you with the link 
you need to join a few days before the 13th.  The 
link will open at 6:00 PM for conversation, the 
meeting begins at 6:30.

The 2018 Toy Run in the parking lot of the CHP DIvision Headquarters, San Luis Obispo.





Hello everybody,


Well, as I type this article, everybody should 
have voted or are filling out their ballots for the 
national election.  I don’t care what side of the 
fence you are, just get your votes in.   


Speaking of elections, the SLO Vettes election 
will take place this next meeting on November 
13th.  That’s Friday the 13th.   Be there.   


I saw an interesting post today regarding 
Daylight Savings.  


� 


This is to say that we all have way too much 
time on our hands.  


And that said, don’t forget to turn your clocks 
back to standard time on October 31st.  


OK, now for some Important Stuff - - - - - - -  


Important Stuff #1


November 21st is the toy run.  North County 
will meet at the old OSH parking lot at 12 noon.  
We will leave at 12:30 pm sharp!


South county should meet us at the SLO CHP 
office at 1:00 pm.   675 California Blvd., San 
Luis Obispo.


We are scheduled to arrive at the CHP office at 
1:00 pm.   We will do the usual gift donation 
and then head to the Loading Chute for a late 
lunch, dutch treat.   Your gift should be a new 
unwrapped toy(s).   Please don’t forget the 
older kids ie, gift cards, for example, are always 
appreciated.


Important Stuff #2


Regrettably, we had to cancel the Christmas 
Party at the Madonna Inn scheduled for 
December 5th.   Current regulations from the 
governors office only allow for 10 people for a 
gathering in a public setting.   Jan and I have 
offered to save the day.    We will host the party 
here at our home on the same date, December 
5th.    There is a flier in this newsletter.   If you 
have a room reservation at the Madonna Inn, 
don’t forget to cancel your room.   This is not to 
say that we will put you up..  hehe 


So - - -


#1. October 31st.   Eat a Snickers bar and turn 
your clocks back one hour


#2. November 3rd. Vote  -  General Election


#3. November 13th.  SLO Vettes virtual 
Meeting  6:30 pm


#4. November 21st.  Toy Run and Lunch at 
Loading Chute 


#5. December 5th.   Christmas Party


#6. January 17th.    Events Planning Meeting


Thats all I can think of right now except, see 
you at the meeting!   Thanks for reading - -


Jon Dallons

SLO Vettes

President

jon@slovettes.org
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Hello SLO Vettes and Happy November!


 Well, November is here and one of my favorite 
months. I enjoy the weather cooling a bit and 
the smell and feel of fall in the mornings. I also 
look forward to Thanksgiving and the great 
food along with spending some time with 
family even though this year we will  be 
entertaining a smaller group. November also 
leads us into the final lap of the year. I hope 
you all have been able to take your Corvettes 
out for a drive wether it be a short run to the 
market or a longer drive allowing you to stretch 
your legs and enjoy the performance ability of 
the great American sports car we all cherish. I 
plan to get my vet out in the next couple weeks 
and just take a nice drive somewhere unknown 
at this moment. 


I also want to remind everyone to keep a 
lookout for Corvettes you encounter, tell them 
about our club or leave a business card under 
their wiper blade. If you speak to potential 
members, mention our club website and most 
of all, invite them to attend a meeting. Make 
sure to  get their email address and forward the 
meeting invitation you receive from Jon. 


Last month we had 1 membership renewal 
tak ing ou r pa id membersh ips to 31 
memberships totaling 54 individuals including 4 
lifetime members. I am looking forward to 
seeing you all at our next meeting. 


Doug Williamson

Vice President/ Membership

805-709-8253

williamsondoug53@gmail.com

 

SLO Vettes October Meeting via Zoom 

October 9, 2020

Location:  Social Media/Zoom


Call to Order:  6:33 PM 

Club attendees:  18

All current Board Members were present 
except Secretary Lisa Klockenteger (Denise 
Surber served as Secretary Pro Tem).  All 
current Chairs were present.


President:  Jon Dallons 

Jon thanked everyone for attending.  We wish 
we could be back to holding in-person 
meetings, but we just need to wait out the 
current situation due to Covid restrictions.  The 
new proposed slate of officers will be 
introduced at the end of the meeting by the 
nominating committee.


September Minutes by Secretary:  Lisa 
Klockenteger 

No corrections were noted.  A Motion to accept 
the September Minutes as published in the 
October newsletter was made by Doug 
Williamson and seconded by Russ Surber.  The 
Motion was carried unanimously.


Treasurer Report:  Jan Dallons 

Report was for the period September 11 to 
October 9.  A Motion to accept the report as 
stated was made by Russ Surber and 
seconded by Doug Williamson.  It was carried 
unanimously.


Membership:  Doug Williams 

We now have 32 memberships, which includes 
4 lifetime, and 54 individuals, including the 
same 4 lifetime.  Doug urged members to hand 
out SLO Vettes cards when encountering 
Corvette drivers.
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Events:  Joe Burkman 

Nothing is on the schedule for October yet.  Let 
Joe know if something can be organized.  
November is usually the Toy Run.  Jon Dallons 
will take care making arrangements and thinks 
we probably can do it.  The December 
Christmas Party is less certain.  Jan Dallons 
reported that as of now the Madonna Inn is still 
only allowed 10 people to gather at a time.  In 
case the situation changes, she will wait until 
November to cancel.  Madonna has had 
numerous cancellations already, so there is 
slight chance we could hold our dinner in one 
of their larger rooms.  We will have the first right 
of refusal for the 1st Saturday in December in 
2021.  Meanwhile, if the Madonna Inn is not 
possible for 2020, something else might be 
arranged as an alternative.


Corvette Museum:  Don Allen 

In October, the Museum is featuring Kentucky 
1 Lap Tours.  Four tours are planned as week-
long road trips, each going to different places 
in Kentucky.  People can sign up for a single 
tour, and some are signing up for multiple 
tours.  A total of 15-20 cars will take each tour 
which will include visits to various museums, 
state parks, and other sites of interest.


For several years, Arrow Electronics has 
provided the technology to enable former Indy 
Car driver Sam Schmidt, who was paralyzed in 
an accident some years ago, to be able to drive 
again.  Now, thanks again to Arrow Electronics, 
Sam now has a C8, and he will be entering his 
first race since his accident during the 
weekend following our October SLO Vettes 
meeting.

     

The Museum has new exhibits mentioned in 
Don’s newsletter article.  Don also reported on 
the donation of a 1970 Corvette, a donation for 
a youth driver training program at the 
Motorsports Park, celebrity deliveries, current 
raffles, Assembly Plant news, and more.  Be 
sure to check out Don’s article later in this 
newsletter for more details about Museum 
happenings.  


Newsletter:  Russ Surber 

Russ thanked everyone who contributed 
articles.  He also invited additional articles.  All 
are appreciated.  The deadline to turn in 
articles will be on October 27.


Merchandise:  Jan Dallons 

Jan took merchandise items to the Sculptera 
Winery event.  She sold some and took orders 
for others.  She contacted Poor Richards Press 
and learned that they have experienced 
problems getting products.  She ordered 
additional hats in different colors.  It’s uncertain 
when black hats will be available.  Two polo 
shirts are coming soon.  Poor Richards requires 
four orders be run at a time for logos.  Jackets 
are $75 including your name on the front and 
the big logo on the back.  


Sunshine:  Jeanne Allen 

October Birthdays:	 	 

Rick Heim	 	 	 10/29 

Lyn Owens	 	 	 10/5

Dick Thiel	 	 	 10/12

Cheryl Everett		 	 10/21

Tom Wilkins	 	 	 10/23

Lisa Klockentger	 	 10/26


October Anniversaries:

Jon & Jan Dallons	 	 10/13

Darryl & Kath Buck	 	 10/13

Doug & Denise Williamson	 10/24


Old Business: Nominating Committee – 
Gabrielle Shearon and Claudia Berkman 

The following proposed slate of officers for 
2021 was presented:


President:	 	 Jon Dallons

Vice President:	 Doug Williamson

Secretary:	 	 Lisa Klockenteger

Treasurer:	 	 Jan Dallons

Events:	 	 Charles Shearon


Jon thanked Gabrielle and Claudia for their 
work as the Nominating Committee and 
announced that the club election will be held at 
the November meeting.
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New Business:  None 

No Virtual 50/50 
 

Next Meeting:  November 13

Location:  TBA (likely via Zoom)

Time:  6:00 PM (Socializing); 6:30 PM (Meeting 
Begins)


Meeting Adjourned:  7:17 PM

Submitted by Secretary Pro Tem

Denise Surber

rdsurber@charter.net


Howdy Slovettes,


As I write this October is in its last week. 
Halloween may have treats but it surely has 
been a year of tricks.


Let me review. October's event was cancelled 
or at least postponed.   A drive up highway 1 
can wait for next spring or summer. Driving up 
Hwy 1 is a goal for many from out of the area. It 
is in our backyard and will be a wonderful event 
when the time comes.


November 21st will be the Toy Run and lunch 
at the Loading Chute in Creston. This event is 
our most popular event of the year,   make 
plans to take part. Bring a new, unwrapped toy 
for the kids of SLO county. We will meet at the 
Santa Margarita park and ride and drive to the 
CA Highway Patrol office, 675 California Blvd, 
SLO. As usual those from south county or the 
coastal areas can meet us at the Highway 
Patrol Office. The time to meet and other 
details will be in a future email. 


December 5th. Christmas Party! Not at 
Madonna Inn this year but at Jan and Jon 
Dallons’s little house on the hill. This is going to 
be a party not to miss. Clear your calendar 
now. A big thank you to J&J for graciously 
hosting this get together. Details to follow.


January is usually our planning meeting for the 
years events. Stay tuned.


And that will be a wrap. The year 2020 has 
been a year of surprises. I think the club has 
weathered the storm well and will be back 
stronger than ever for 2021.

 

Stay well, shine up that 'vette- pick a direction- 
and go for a ride.


Joe Berkman, Events

pinesandoaks@gmail.com


National Corvette 
Museum Happenings 

Greetings fellow SLO Vettes members. The 
month of October was pretty much dedicated 
to the Kentucky 1- Lap Tours. Each year the 
Museum hosts a week-long road trip to show 
visitors some of the many destination sites in 
Kentucky. The tour includes lodging (partnering 
this year with Wyndam Properties), site 
admissions, and most meals. Some of the 
restaurants themselves could also be counted 
as a destination because of their location and/
or history. Of course no Kentucky road trip 
would leave out a distillery and this is no 
exception. 
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Past tours have been so popular and sold out 
so quickly that the Museum has now expanded 
from one trip to four this month in order to 
accommodate the increase of requests. No, 
you don’t need to be a member to participate 
b u t m e m b e r s t y p i c a l l y g e t t h e t r i p 
announcements sooner than most others. 


After enjoying a Meet & Greet party at the 
Museum on Monday night, travelers departed 
from the Museum on Tuesday morning via the 
Cumberland Parkway for the 275 mile venture 
across Kentucky. They stayed in beautiful 
Paintsville, KY at the Ramada By Wyndham for 
the entirety of the trip. While in Eastern, KY 
they visited the J. Spanky Bunch Art Gallery, 
Kentucky Coal Mining Museum, Big Sandy 
Heritage Center Museum, Kingdom Come 
State Park, and the Natural Bridge State Park. 
Some of the restaurant stops included the 
Austin City Saloon, Angie’s Cast Iron Grill, Pine 
Mountain Grill, and the Smokin’ Butts BBQ as 
well as a tour and tasting at the Pauly Hollow 
Distillery. What a great way to see Kentucky in 
your Corvette. The NCM certainly knows how 
to set up a road trip. 


Upcoming Events 


The Vets and Vettes Celebration is planned for 
November 12-14. Usually this event takes 
place at several locations in and around 
Bowling Green to honor those who have served 
our country. COVID-19 restrictions have limited 
some of the activities but not the spirit of the 
event. 


The event’s first day will kick off at the NCM 
Motorsports Park celebrating Corvette’s link to 
the Armed Forces followed by a banquet 
Thursday night in the NCM Conference Center. 
Other activities will include road tours and 
participation in a Veteran’s Parade around 
Bowling Green. This event offers veterans, 
servicemen and women and those who want to 
support them, a comfortable place to meet and 
share stories and experiences. 


While not announced yet, the month of 
November is typically dedicated to veterans, 
first responders, and their families. Museum 
access and other discounts are typically 
offered to these celebrated groups during the 


month. Hopefully this will be repeated this year. 


New Exhibits 
 
Drive-By-Head Movement C7 Corvette  




Arrow Electronics has collaborated with several 
other firms to develop an automobile that could 
be safe operated by quadriplegic drivers. This 
2014 Corvette was the first in the development 
series and was driven by Sam Schmidt, an Indy 
Car driver who was paralyzed from the 
shoulders down in a horrific race car accident 
in 2000. Using this technology, Sam has now 
obtained a drivers license from his home state 
of Nevada and has driven in several states as 
part of the ongoing research. 


Sam has navigated the hills of San Francisco, 
driven to the top of Pike’s Peak, and been 
clocked as fast as 192 miles per hour during a 
demonstration with the Air Force Thunderbirds. 
Sam raced for the first time at the NCM 
Motorsports Park on October 10-11, 2020 
since his accident. For the full story and exhibit 
photos, go to: 


https://www.corvettemuseum.org/sam-arrow-
modified-corvette-on-display-at-museum/


Recent Donations to the Museum  

1970 Corvette Coupe 

While several Corvettes have come and gone, 
including their current rides; a 2014 Stingray 
and a 2017 Grand Sport, Wayne and Patty 
have kept this Donnybrook Green Corvette for 
48 years. It spent much of its life in the garage 
but following a nearly frame-off restoration, the  
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is now in pristine condition. To read all about 
Wayne’s Corvette love story, go to: 


https://www.corvettemuseum.org/a-work-of-
heart-couple-donates-1970-corvette/ 





First Donation for Youth Driver Training at 
the Motorsports Park 


 


 


Last month I reported on an idea brought 
forward by Andy Pilgrim, past Corvette Racing 
driver, NCM Hall of Fame recipient and current 

track pro and driving coach at the NCM 
Motorsports Park. As an instructor, Andy is 
constantly seeking new ways to share his 
driving experience for both speed and safety. 
He has often teamed with the Traffic Safety and 
Education Foundation to provide courses on 
safe driving for everyday use. 


For this project Andy targets youthful drivers 
who for whatever reasons don’t have a mentor 
to teach them safe skills. To add a little 
excitement to the curriculum Andy wants to 
offer the option of training in a Corvette. I don’t 
know about y’all but I learned to drive on a 
tractor in a field only to graduate to a pick -up 
truck in a dirt lot. No comparison here. 


To acquire the needed resources the Museum 
and the Motorsports Park put out requests for 
donations of C5 and C6 Corvettes for use in 
the course. A couple from Cincinnati, OH (NCM 
members) stepped up and donated a 1999 
coupe. Mark Heusinkveld had given the car to 
his wife as a 60th birthday present and with all 
the COVID restrictions, Jan was not driving the 
car so they decided to give it up. (Not to worry, 
they have other Corvettes and collector cars.) 
This was the first donation and hopefully there 
will be more to follow shortly. To read the cool 
story behind the donation and to view the 
ceremony, go to: 


https://www.corvettemuseum.org/1999-
corvette-donated-for-new-drivers-learning-
course/ 


Celebrities Opting for Museum Deliveries  

Brad Paisley  
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Well known country music artist Brad Paisley 
loves Corvettes and is a past visitor to the 
Museum. He recently took delivery of a 2020 
Coupe with the high wing and aero kit options. 
He is shown above being congratulated by Kia 
Spande, the Assembly Plant Manager and 
Sean Preston, the Museum Director. I have to 
love Brad’s color choices, especially the Long 
Beach Red with contrasting yellow brake 
calipers. (Very similar to our car’s colors.) For 
more photos, go to: 


https://www.facebook.com/corvettemuseum/
p h o t o s /
pcb10157100060067441/10157100049677441
/?type=3& theater 


Museum Store Extends Free Shipping 


Raffles  

The Museum Store has lowered the threshold 
and extended the offer of free shipping when 
you spend $40 or more and choose “Economy 
UPS Surepost Shipping.” The offer may end 
soon but could again get extended. Don’t 
forget, members get a 10% discount on most 
merchandise. Check out all the discounts and 
shipping at:  


https://corvettestore.com/ 


Below are all the currently active raffles. For 
additional information and rules regarding 
National Corvette Museum raffles including 
how to order tickets and to view the number of 
tickets remaining available in real time, go to 


https://raffle.corvettemuseum.org. Don’t forget, 
these cars will be raffled off even if all the 
allotted tickets are not sold. 





2021 Elkhart Blue Corvette Coupe 11/5/2020 

Price: $150.00 Tickets: 1500 Tickets 

Drawing: November 5, 2020 2:00 PM CT 


 


2021 Elkhart Blue Corvette Convertible 
12/3/2020: $200.00 Tickets: 1500 Tickets 
Drawing: December 3, 2020 2:00 PM CT 





2021 Arctic White Corvette Coupe 4/24/2021 

Price: $20.00 Tickets: Unlimited Tickets 

Drawing: April 24, 2021 3:00 PM CT 
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Assembly Plant News 

Appreciation Gift for new Convertible C8 
Buyers 





GM is sending a thank you letter along with a 
display model of a Corvette Convertible to 
every C8 Convertible buyer. Check out more 
photos and GM gifts at: 


https://www.corvetteblogger.com/2020/10/20/
pics-chevys-appreciation-gift-to-c8-corvette-
stingray-convertible-buyers/ 


2021 Corvette Configurator Now Available 
Online  

Chevy has released a new tool for those folks 
wanting to virtually build their own 2021 
Corvette and see how cool it will appear. Pick 
your model, options, and colors to custom 
build your car. Check it out at: 


https://www.chevrolet.com/performance/
corvette/build-and-price/config 


If you want more detail and to further explore 
the possibilities of the new models, you can try 
the Corvette Visualizer tool on Chevy’s website. 
This program is more in depth but it also 
requires more computer resources. If you are 
like me and have an old computer, it may run 
very slow. To try out this tool, go to: 


h t t p s : / / v i s u a l i z e r. c h e v r o l e t . c o m / u i /
2020corvette/b36839f3 


Assembly Plant Shut Down For a Week, 2021 
Corvette Production Delayed  




The Corvette Assembly Plant was shut down 
during the week of October 12 off due to a 
disruption in the parts supply. COVID-19 was 
blamed for the shortage. Unfortunately, some 
parts are particular to the Corvette and 
a l te rnat ive suppl ie rs were unab le to 
manufacture suitable replacements. 


GM is committed to building all of the 2020’s 
that were promised (20,181) so that will 
probably mean delaying the 2021 models until 
sometime in December. 13,039 2020 cars have 
been built as of October 8, 2020. 


Hopefully they will be able to accomplish their 
goal. See more of the details at: 


https://www.corvetteblogger.com/2020/10/08/
breaking-corvette-assembly-plant-to-shut-
down-next-week-due-to-supplier-issues/ 


Midyear Changes: Two New Logos Added 
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While they may go unnoticed by some, new 
Corvettes will now come with two engravings 
in the winds hield. 


An image of Corvette’s first Chief Engineer, 
Zora Arkus-Duntov will be located on the lower 
edge of the passenger’s side while “Team 
Corvette” will be etched on the lower edge of 
the driver’s side. With each, Chevrolet is 
acknowledging the great work and influence of 
Zora as well as the entire team of engineers 
and designers responsible for the new C8 
Corvette. For more info and photos, go to: 


h t tps : / /www. roadandt rack .com/news/
a34211362/c8-corvette-windshield-easter-
eggs/ 


Popular Mechanics Names the C8 Corvette 
the Car of the Year  

After gracing electric cars with their highest 
award for three years in a row, Popular 
Mechanics Magazine chose the 2020 Corvette 
for this year’s crown. Livable, comfortable, 
quiet, good balance, mostly pleasant, thrilling, 
and pleasantly terrifying were the descriptors 
used by the judges to justify their decision. 
What more could you ask for? Check out all 
their findings at: 


h t t p s : / / w w w. c o r v e t t e b l o g g e r. c o m /
2020/10/07/2020-corvette-named-car-of-the-
year-by-popular-mechanics/ 


Rumors and Tidbits  

No C8 Grand Sport? 


There are lots of rumors going around about 
some of the future C8 models and in particular 
which model gets what type of powerplant. 
Most insiders agree that the Z06 will have the 
flat-plane V8 used by Corvette Racing and that 
the ZR1 and maybe a “Zora” model will get 
turbochargers and possibly supplemental 
electric motors. 


The most current question is will there be a 
Grand Sport and secondly, what will it offer? 
Several publications are reporting inside 
sources are saying that the GS will be replaced 
by the “E-Ray”, a recently renewed GM 
trademark that suggests an electric model. The 
rumor has gained some cred with the recent re-
org at GM where some of the Corvette design 
team has been moved to the electric side of 
the house. (See last my month’s column.) 


I for one do not support the demise of the 
Grand Sport model. I think GM will lose a big 
section of the market. Many of us love the 
sleek lines and wide tires of the Z06 but prefer 
the more moderate horsepower of the base 
engine. The Grand Sport has been a great 
seller for GM and I can’t see a GS buyer opting 
for an E-Ray. I think they will instead opt for a 
loaded base model and spend the extra dollars 
on aftermarket dress- ups. Tell me what you 
think. 


https://www.corvsport.com/could-a-e-ray-
hybr id-replace-the-grand-sport- in-the-
corvette-lineup/ 


PS: The latest rumor suggests that the E-Ray 
will be a base model/Z51 with a supplemental 
electric motor mounted up front and driving the 
front wheels. The idea is to supplement the 6.2 
base engine’s horsepower for quicker take offs 
and add all-wheel drive. Now that arrangement 
I could live with. 
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Corvette Racing Runner-up Finish at Road 
Atlanta 





Corvette Racing’s Antonio Garcia, Jordan 
Taylor and Nicky Catsburg posted a runner-up 
class finish Saturday in the 10-hour Petit Le 
Mans at Michelin Raceway Road Atlanta. The 
trio narrowly missed sending their No. 3 Mobil 
1/SiriusXM Chevrolet Corvette C8.R to its sixth 
victory of the season in the IMSA WeatherTech 
SportsCar Championship’s GT Le Mans 
(GTLM) class. Had the race not finished under 
a caution flag they may have been the winner. 
Not to worry, the team is still ahead in the 
overall driver standings as is Chevrolet in the 
manufacturer standings. For race details, go to: 


https://www.corvetteblogger.com/2020/10/18/
corvette-racing-at-road-atlanta-runner-up-for-
no-3-corvette/ 


PS: I last reported that Corvette Racing teamed 
up with Chevy’s NASCAR team to learn how to 
best drive the Roval (combination oval and 
road course) track at Charlotte, NC. Well, it 
paid off with a win for Corvette Racing in their 
race and for the NASCAR team as well. This 
was a great weekend for Chevy. 


China’s Songsan Car Company Builds a 
Hybrid C1 Knockoff  

Songsan Car Company has decided to 
capitalize on the fact that a classic Corvette is 
and will always be the icon of sports cars. Their 
newest release, the SS Dolphin is a take-off of 
the C1 design to entice buyers who want the 
look of old mixed with today’s features. 





While exterior screams classic Corvette, the 
cabin blends old school styling with modern 
technology. Details are limited, but viewers 
noticed a digital instrument cluster and a 
‘floating’ infotainment system. Other highlights 
include wood trim, metallic accents and a flat-
bottomed steering wheel. The company was 
coy on specifications, but their website says 
the SS Dolphin is a plug-in hybrid that features 
a turbocharged 1.5-liter engine and an electric 
motor. 


Autohome reports the powertrain is sourced 
from BYD and the 16 kWh battery pack 
enables the car to travel 56-62 miles (90-100 
km) on electricity alone. The model can also 
accelerate from 0-62 mph (0-100 km/h) in 4.9 
seconds. 


No pricing is available but rumors suggest the 
SS Dolphin will cost nearly 50% more than a 
brand new Camaro in China. I have no idea 
what the Camaro costs there but I think I would 
still prefer to hear the rumble of a V8 and 
pocket the leftover for gas money. 


ht tps : / /www.ca rscoops .com/2020/09 /
songsans-ss-dolphin-is-a-plug-in-hybrid-
corvette-c1-knockoff/ 


In Closing 


Be sure and check the NCM website frequently 
for upcoming holiday sales and shipping 
discounts. To learn more about the Museum, 
upcoming events, exhibits, membership, and to 
plan your next visit, please contact me directly 
o r v i s i t t h e N C M w e b s i t e a t 
www.corvettemuseum.org. In the meantime, 
drive safe and enjoy the Corvette experience. 
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Don Allen, National Corvette Museum 
Ambassador SLO Vettes

don.allen318@gmail.com


I subscribe to a number of websites that focus 
on the Corvette, and one of my favorites is 
CorvetteBlogger, which lives up to its hype 
about providing a “daily recap of Corvette 
news, events, and the latest rumors.” I 
recommend it highly as a consistently good 

source of the latest news on our favorite car.  
You can find it at:


https://www.corvetteblogger.com


All of that is a lead in to the following story that 
appeared in CorvetteBlogger in early October.  
My reaction was that as painful as it might be 
for some of us troglodyte Corvette enthusiasts 
who aren’t sure that any Vette made after 1983 
is the “real” thing, you might find it “interesting” 
in the same way we all find a traffic accident 
interesting.  For the record, I’m holding out for 
the 4WD Trail Ready version. 


GM Authority Renders 
Corvette-Inspired SUV 

By Mitch Talley -
Oct 1, 2020

Photo Credit: GMAuthority.com 

Rumors have been making the rounds for years 
about Chevrolet possibly leveraging the 
Corvette moniker into a stand-alone lineup of 
vehicles that might include an SUV.


We’re not sure that will ever happen, but just in 
case, GM Authority has shared another 
rendering of what such a high-performance 
SUV, this time with off-road capabilities, could 
look like.


The response on the internet, to say the least, 
has not been very kind. We’ll share some 
comments with you after we tell you more 
about the rendering.
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GM Authority describes it as a Z71 model with 
“all the off-roading gear expected of the name, 
but without mucking up the standard C8 
Corvette design cues.”


Those features include larger tires “to handle a 
variety of terrain and conditions,” the website 
points out, but on the other hand, how many 
people who pay big bucks for this kind of SUV 
are ever going to take it into the woods?


GM Authority’s rendering also includes new 
aggressive-looking tires on two-tone split-five-
spoke wheels, a suspension lift for the 
“appropriate stance,” and black trim bits 
around the wheel wells and step-ups in the 
profile. Adding to the look are red tow hooks in 
the front fascia, red hash marks on the fender, 
a modified front bumper for a better approach 
angle, a skid plate, and Z71 badging on the 
front doors.


Earlier this year, GM Authority released a 
rendering of a similar Corvette SUV dressed as 
a “street-oriented performance model” 
whereas this drawing shows “a high-
performance desert stormer” aimed at 
competitors like the Ford Raptor.


Now for those comments from a few readers 
on GM Authority:


“That’s awful. Looks ready to challenge the 
Ford Escape maybe. You’re hurting the 
Chevrolet Corvette just by creating and posting 
it.” 

“Just make me a damn Jimmy using the 
Canyon platform. Stop with this nonsense.” 

“WTF.” 

But there are those who think expanding the 
lineup could be a good strategy for GM, like 
this person:


“I kind of like this idea. Turn the Corvette brand 
into what Porsche started 20+ years ago. A few 
Corvette models in the $60 – $120 range is a 
place GM needs to go in my view. A Corvette 
line could be legit, authentic and have really 

good margins. No other GM brand has the juice 
to go to this space.” 

What do you think? In our opinion, GM already 
has a vehicle similar to this with the new Blazer, 
though we think they didn’t go far enough. We 
would definitely like to see the old LT1 engine 
and a performance suspension as options to 
spice things up.


Source:

corvetteblogger.com


Well, folks, that’s about all this month.  The only  
other thing on my agenda is to mention the 
graciousness of Jon & Jan Dallons for offering 
up their home for the Annual Christmas Party 
when local Covid-19 regulations effectively 
made impossible using the Madonna Inn or any 
other commercial facility for the gathering.  
Opening your home to a large crowd of people 
goes, in my opinion, way beyond the 
expectations we all have for the office of SLO 
Vettes President and I hope you’ll join me in 
giving the Dallons a huge “Thank You!” for their

hospitality.


Finally, don’t forget that we are voting for the 
Club’s 2021 Board at the November 13th 
meeting and I urge all of you to take the time to 
sit down at your laptop or with your tablet and 
join us for a hour or so of fun, comradeship, 
and voting.  Next week Jon will be sending out 
the link you will need to join the Zoom meeting 
room.  We open at 6:00 PM for just 
conversation and spreading rumors and the 
gavel falls at 6:30 PM to formally begin the 
meeting.


Happy Trails,

Russ Surber, Editor

SLO Vettes Newsletter

rdsurber@charter.net 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