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MISCELLANEOUS
RAMBLINGS
Christmas in September?!?!: It’s not
yet October (I’m sitting in our kitchen on
this last day of September trying to get
this to Jon for the Newsletter) and
Walmart has Christmas items for sale. I
don’t know whether to laugh or cry, so I’m
picking the laugh side of the equation and
wondering how long it will be before we
see advertisements shouting, “Come to
our 4th of July Christmas Kick-Off Sale!”
2019 Mystery Tour:
But I digress.
Denise and I are just back from two
nights at the St. George Hotel in beautiful
Volcano, California, the destination for
this year’s Mystery Tour. Some of the
participants (Lyn Owens, I won’t mention
your name, promise) were certain they
knew where we were going, but the best
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guess was made by Dick & Donna Thiel,
and they were still twelve miles off. The
traditional Friday night “heavy hors
d’oeuvres” was held on the Hotel’s back
deck, and that was followed by a 100yard walk to the Cobblestone Theater to
see a delightful comedy, “Life & Beth,” put
on by the Volcano Theater Company.
We, Jon & Jan Dallons and Denise and I,
thought it especially fitting our visit to

Volcano should include a play, because
Volcano was the site of the first dedicated
playhouse built in California, done back in
the heady days of the Gold Rush when
Volcano had a population of over 5,000
and was a hot contender in the
competition to become the new state’s
capital.
Sacramento won, and today
Volcano is home to 103 residents, but it
still supports the theater, a wonderful
bakery, a fantastic general store, and two
historic hotels. The team of Dallons &
Surber is already working on 2020’s
Mystery Tour, so if you’ve given any
thought to signing up, talk to the

Babineau’s, the Owens’, the Chitwood’s,
the Thiel’s, or Williamson’s, and see what
they have to say about the experience.
We think you’ll find that it is a wonderful
way to spend the last full weekend of
September. And, finally, a big tip of the
hat to those families who helped make
the entire weekend a delight.
2020 SLO Vettes Board of Directors: I
am very pleased to report that the
Nominating Committee (Lisa
Klockenteger and Lyn Owens) has
finished its work and will be announcing
the candidates for the 2020 Board of
Directors at the October meeting on
Friday, October 11. It’s a strong group of
candidates who can inject new blood,
new ideas, and enthusiasm into the Club,
and I urge you all to give these brave
men and women your support.
The
election will be held at the November
meeting and the installation will take
place at the Christmas Party.
Firestone Brewery Run, October 19:
We have ten cars signed up for October’s
Club-sponsored event, a run to Firestone
Brewery in Paso Robles, followed by
lunch at the Brewery’s Tap Room
Restaurant. Because the use of the word
“Run” in the title implies some road time
on “interesting” back roads, we’ll start
from the oft-used Santa Margarita Park &
Ride just off Hwy 101’s Santa Margarita
Off-Ramps (both north and south) and
then spend 45 minutes or so wending our
way north to Firestone. We had to limit
the participation to ten cars because of a
twenty-person limit imposed by the
Brewery on the guided tour. Lunch will
be on your dime and is an order off the
menu affair. If you haven’t eaten at the
Tap Room, it has excellent food with

something for almost every palate.
If
you didn’t make it into the Tour Ten, so to
speak, but would like to join us for lunch
at the Tap Room, please feel free to do
so. At the October meeting we will have
information on times to be at the Park &
Ride and when lunch will begin.
Subsequently, we’ll send a round-robin
email to everyone with Run details. It
should be a great day.
That’s it for this month.
Stay happy,
attend the October meeting, and be safe,
Russ

rdsurber@charter.net

The VP’s Space
Russ is writing about this year’s Mystery
Tour, so I won’t bore you with my take on
the weekend, beyond saying that it was
great to see two newer members joining
with us for the fun and adventure. Bob &
Bonnie Babineau and Mike & Tracy
Chitwood were part of the team that
motored across the San Juaquin and up
Hwy 49 to the charming village of
Volcano, California. Though now a tiny
collection of 103 people, it has an
impressive history. The first private law
school in California was in Volcano, as
was the first dedicated theatrical
playhouse. If you are in the Mother Lode
Country, it’s worth the time to pay it a
quick visit, . . and be sure and try the
bear claws at the Kneading Dough
Bakery. Tell ‘em SLO Vettes sent you!
As of the end of September, SLO Vettes
has 33 memberships (including two
lifetime membership, Anne Rice and Dan
Miroballi). That translates to 33 cars
(more, no less, because several
memberships include more than one
Corvette!) and 58 individuals.
The business cards that Lisa
Klockenteger designed can be a very
effective way of recruiting new members,
so please consider keeping a healthy little
stash of them, along with a membership
application or two, handy in the glove
compartment of all your vehicles – not
only your Vette! These are for those

random encounters you may have with
Corvettes that are sharing the island at a
gas station with you or parked on the far
side of the parking lot where you always
park your baby. A card with your name
and telephone number might just bring us
a new member, and wouldn’t that be
great? By the way, if you would like to
have an electronic version of the
membership application you can print
yourself just let me know and I’ll get one
to you. Finally, and as I like to keep
reminding you, you are the Club’s most
effective recruitment tool.
Denise Surber

rdsurber@charter.net

SLO Vettes August 2019 Meeting
Location: Alfano Chevrolet
Date: September 13, 2019
Call to Order: 6:15pm
Welcome everyone: Russ & Denise Surber
were both out of town enjoying the East
Coast. Jan Dallons resided as the President

and Vice President for this meeting. We all
hope the Surber’s have a great trip. Alfano
continues to offer us a wonderful meeting site
but we are still waiting the big “Reveal” on
the Chevrolet side of the complex.

~~ A Motion to accept the Treasurer Report
was made by Floyd Owens and seconded by
Lyn Owens.

Events Chair: Joe Berkman
Board Attendees:
Jan Dallons, Treasurer
Lisa Klockenteger,

✓ Mystery Tour is September 27-29,
2019

Joe Berkman, Events
Russ Surber, President
Denise Surber, Vice

✓ October 19, 2019 – Brewery Tour –
$10/ person. More info to follow

Secretary
Absent:
President

Corvette Museum Report: Don Allen

Committee Chair Attendees:

25th Year Anniversary NCM Caravan!!
Every 5 years the National Corvette Museum
sponsors a large event. This year was no
exception. 22 Caravans of Corvettes showed
up in Bowling Green, Ky. They were from all
over the world. An amazing array of people
out cruising the highways of the U.S. of A!
Over 6,000 cars in total were there. Don and
Jeanne Allen were part of this Caravan. More
information to follow.

Jon Dallons, Website & Newsletter
Lisa Klockenteger, Sunshine
Absent:
Doug Williamson, Recruitment Chair

Total Club Attendees: 15
Membership: Jan Dallons, Sitting in for
Denise Surber

Recruitment Chair: Doug Williamson,
absent

Current membership is at 33. With a total of
58 individual members.
Newest Members, Bob & Bonnie Babineau
were presented their Membership Badges.

Continue working on recruiting and handing
out our new business cards. Do not hesitate to
call Doug if you have any questions or
concerns about recruitment.
Newsletter & Website:

Jon Dallons

Secretary: Lisa Klockenteger
~~ A Motion to accept the Minutes as
published in the August newsletter was made
by Ron Berkel and seconded by Floyd Owens
Treasurer Report: Jan Dallons

!
Be sure to check the website for new info.
Jon does a great job of keeping us informed.
Also, if you have a picture of a recent Car

Club Run or other Club activity do not
hesitate to send it to Jon to put into the
newsletter.
Merchandize: Jan Dallons
Reminding everyone we have a book to look
through if you want to order anything special.
Please talk to Jan if you have a request for
order. She is presently working on another
“Jacket Order”.
Old Business: None
New Business:

Continued News….Russ

Surber has
asked Lyn Owens and Lisa Klockenteger to
Chair the nominating committee. He has
asked them to treat the potential candidates
confidential until our next meeting. By then
we will have it sorted out and will place the
names into the record for us to vote on the
new Board Members and Chairs.

!

Sunshine Report: Lisa Klockenteger
Happy Fall Season!

October Anniversary!!
Tracy & Mike Chitwood
Brian & Becky Cyester
Jon & Jan Dallons
Doug & Denise Williamson

October Birthday!!
Zan Varela
Lisa Klockenteger
Tom Wilkins
Rick Heim
Dick Thiel
Patty Gelbrich
Lyn Owens
Cheryl Everett
Brian Cyester
Happy Days to all!!

50/50 Drawing!! $49
$24 to the Winner!! Jeanne Allen
Meeting Adjourned: 7:05pm
Next Monthly Meeting: October 11,
2019
Location: Alfano Chevrolet
Time: 6:00 pm
Business Begins: 6:15 Sharp!
Submitted by your Secretary
Lisa Klockenteger
lisaklockenteger@gmail.com

December is our Christmas party. And it
is a party! Plan on attending.
Get in your vette and drive. Beautiful Fall
weather can't be beat!

October events

Joe Berkman, Slovettes Events

Our car poem for the month is by Steve
Coetzee:
"My Car, Keeper of my Sanity"
My car, keeper of sanity,
when I am feeling down,
I just put my foot down.
Short and to the point. I'd have to say
putting the hammer down on the 'vette
sure opens my eyes, increases my breath
rate and has a positive
effect on my mood.
Our events:
For September the Mystery tour has
taking place
Sept 29th -29th. Its
destination was Volcano, Ca. Full report
in the next newsletter and club meeting.
Club meeting October 11th. Alfano
Chevy, SLO. 6pm.
October 19th Saturday is our tour of the
Firestone Brewery and lunch at the
Taproom restaurant in Paso Robles. Sold
Out. Details will follow
at our October meeting and via email if
you cannot make it to the meeting. (time
and place to meet for a nice drive to the
brewery)
November is our toy run, always a
popular and fun event. We meet, drive to
the the SLO CHP office have a great time
(bring a new
unwrapped toy for a youngster).
Afterward a drive to a popular lunch spot.

Events

25 th Anniversary and National Caravan
Well, the 2019 Corvette Caravan and the
25 th Anniversary Celebration is in the
history books and hopefully most all of
the 10,000 plus attendees had as great of
a time as Jeanne and I did.
Traffic
citations may have put a dent in some
folks’ vacation and I heard that at least
two Corvettes went home on trailers as a
result mechanical problems during their
track time at the Motor Sports Park.

Otherwise everyone was excited and
happy that they had made the trek.

We started out by meeting our Lisa
Klockenteger, participants from the

Ventura and Santa Barbara clubs, some
solo folks, and our Caravan leaders at
Paradise Chevy in Ventura.
Tony
Megowan (pictured with Jeanne) and Hib
Halverson (pictured seated) were our
lead and tail cars respectively and
together had planned our trip down to
the tenth of a mile.
Without their
planning and organizational skills, the
caravan to Bowling Green would not have
happened. Great Job!

We made new friends on the very first
day after I got us both lost going to an
unscheduled lunch spot in Pasadena.
Dennis and Sheila Durham of Santa Maria

became our “trip buddies” for the entire
caravan and definitely made the trip
even more enjoyable. Check out their
car. We were called the twins since our
cars were so similar even down to the
black bras.

The Caravan route provided some
beautiful scenery and of course there

were beautiful Corvettes everywhere we
went. Lots of honks and thumbs-up as
we passed by other travelers.
If you
have never traveled on I-70 from just
north of St. George to Denver, I strongly
suggest you put that trip on your bucket
list.
Dramatic views including both
desert and mountains and elevations over
11,000 feet are just part of the
experience. Lots of rest/viewing stops
for photo ops.

We met with the Central West Caravan
(NorCal, NorUtah, NorNev) at the
National Airline Museum in Kansas City,
MO and ate the best BBQ we have ever
had under the wings of historic liners.
Caravan Captain Tony Megowan’s father
was one of the airline flight engineers
and during a very moving presentation,
donated his father’s official log book
containing the flights completed on the
very Constellation in the photo.

After seven days of driving, we made it
to the Museum and who do we see first?
Chris and Glenna Petrush are past SLO
Vette members with a long history with
the club. Chris has been our president
and Glenna has been the secretary. They
now live in Pennsylvania and made the
trip to the Museum with the Northeast
Caravan. We spent an evening with them
at the NCM outdoor amphitheater
watching a concert.

We met up with three more Caravans in
Cape Girardeau, MO for town sponsored
car show that greeted over 800
Corvettes. To top it off, they provided a
police escort out of town including
blocking off the intersections so we
could parade through the waving crowds.

Of course there was the beautiful area
surrounding Bowling Green. Everything
was green and lush. Magnificent homes,
no roadside trash and even the drainage
ditches were freshly mowed.
What
better way to see the sights than with a
Kentucky State Trooper escort led by a
trooper in a Corvette confiscated from a
drug dealer.
And yes, the blue lights

were flashing as we sailed through the
countryside. The trooper-led tour was a
half-day fundraiser for the Museum and
Trooper Island, a summer camp for
troubled youth.

No opportunity to go fast on a closed
course should be missed and we didn’t.
We spent a half-day at the Motor Sports
Park trying to negotiate the 3.5 mile
course without spinning the car out or
using up all the brakes so we could still
drive home. It would be so much fun to
live close to Bowling Green and stop by
the track for a little driving excitement.
I have said enough for now about the
trip. If you want to hear more and yes,
there’s lots more, please contact us.
Maybe I will share some photos from the
return trip. We took a much different
route. Start planning now for the 2024
Caravan!
New Displays
C8 Development Car and Original Clay
Model

Thanks to General Motors, the National
Corvette Museum is now the first location
outside of the GM traveling 2020
Corvette displays to have a next
generation Corvette on exhibit.
Built in 2018, the Corvette powertrain
development vehicle is a mid-engine
Corvette used to test new powertrain,
primarily at Milford Proving Ground in
Milford, MI.
The car’s engine is outfitted with test
equipment to record data during testing
and with a unique exhaust system that
allowed Corvette engineers to run
various tests on the engine. The car was
originally vinyl wrapped with the now
famous 8th Generation camouflage. After
the reveal of the new mid-engine
Corvette in California, the camouflage
was stripped away revealing this multicolored, Next Generation Corvette. The
car is now on permanent display in the
Museum’s Skydome.
Also joining the Museum’s exhibits to
help tell the story of the development of
the next generation Corvette is an eighth
generation, 2020 Corvette Stingray clay
model. Constructed in 2014, designers

produced the first 40% scale clay model
of what would become the Next
Generation Corvette. Yes, that date is
correct and says that GM hierarchy had
given designers the go-ahead to develop
a mid-engine Corvette as the new C7
design was being unveiled.
The model was used for theme evaluation
and aerodynamic testing. The black ink
streaks that can be seen running across it
started out as drops placed in key
positions before the wind tunnel was
powered up, thus showing the effect of
air flow over the vehicle.
While clay
modeling has been used since the early
1900s, today’s models incorporate “rapid
prototyped” components printed in
plastic. This allows for more accurate
testing of the model while also providing
a three-dimensional example of how the
look of the car is coming together. After
testing was successfully completed, a
full-sized clay model was created for
more extensive testing. The clay model
is on display in the Museum’s Design &
Engineering exhibit.
Artifacts in Celebration of the 2019
Hall of Fame Inductees
New displays have been added to
demonstrate achievements, interests,
and characteristics of Dollie Cole, Briggs
Cunningham, and Tom Peters; the newest
NCM Hall of Fame inductees.
The
displays include an outfit designed and
worn by Dollie, two cars that were driven
by Briggs, and three concept cars
designed by Tom. The artifacts were on
display in the Skydome during the 25 th
Celebration and a smaller representation
will continue for one year.
Events
America: The Car Show

On October 5 -6, 2019 the U.S.S.
Lexington will play host to up to 350
collector cars on the flight deck of the
aircraft carrier in Corpus Christi, Texas.
A World War II vintage Essex Class
aircraft carrier, the U.S.S. Lexington was
commissioned in 1943 and served the
United States longer and set more
records than any other in the history of
naval aviation. It was the oldest working
carrier in the United States Navy when
decommissioned in 1991.
America: The Car Show will be the final
show of its kind on an aircraft carrier.
The ‘stars and stripes spectacular’
welcomes all makes and models,
i n c l u d i n g C a m a r o s , G TO s , 4 4 2 s ,
Chevelles, Mustangs, and Corvettes. This
year’s show will welcome branded race
cars, an official Batmobile and Jurassic
Park Jeep #29, too.
Bill Thomas is a longtime volunteer
involved in the show and his efforts are
being honored.
He has earned the
honorary title of ‘Show Boss’ for this
year’s event. Corvettes are among his
other passions and so he has invited the
National Corvette Museum to attend as
his guest.
The first car onto the flight deck at 5am
Saturday, after leading the last leg of the
snowball cruise from San Antonio will be
Bill and Sharon with their 2016 Z51
coupe.
NCM will display a 1962 Tuxedo Black
Corvette that was made famous on
February 12, 2014 when it, along with
seven other Corvettes, fell victim to a
30-foot-deep sinkhole inside the
Skydome. The car underwent a one-year
restoration and has since returned to its
rightful place in the Museum.

“This is an opportunity to not only share
the sinkhole story outside of the
Museum, but an opportunity to showcase
and educate people on how the Museum
is able to preserve and care for the
collections of the Museum,” said Derek
Moore, Director of Collections / Curator.
“Participation in this final car show on
the U.S.S. Lexington adds yet another
piece of history to our 1962 Corvette.”

2019 Arctic
White Coupe
10/24/19
Price: $150.00 Tick
ets: 1000

During load-in, the Museum’s Corvette
entry will be honored as the final vehicle
to drive aboard the U.S.S. Lexington for
this final car show on her flight deck, a
fitting honor – just like a fine tuxedo!

2019 Shadow
Gray ZR1 Coupe
11/21/19
Price: $300.00 Tick
ets: 1500
!

Vettes and Vets
In 2008, the National Corvette Museum
began a tradition of honoring our
veterans with a new event, Vets ‘n
Vettes. This year’s event is scheduled for
November 7-9. Thursday kicks off with a
full day at the NCM Motorsports Park.
Invites will be going out to all our local
Veterans in hopes they come to the MSP
and catch a ride in a Corvette with
another fellow Veteran. Complimentary
lunch served to all Presented by Don
Franklin Chevrolet, Buick & GMC of
Somerset, KY! With road tours, and
participation in the Bowling Green
Ve t e r a n s ’ D a y Pa r a d e w i t h l u n c h
afterwards at the local VFW, the event
offers veterans, servicemen and women
and those who want to support them, a
comfortable place to meet and share
stories and experiences.
Raffles
Below are the currently active raffles.
For additional information regarding
National Corvette Museum raffles
including how to order tickets and to
view the number of tickets remaining
available in real time, visit here.

!

2020 Black Coupe
4/25/20
Price: $20.00 Unlim
ited Raffle
Drawing: April 25,
2020

2019 Torch Red
Coupe 12/19/19
Price: $100.00 Tick
ets: 1500
To learn more about the Museum, upcoming
events, exhibits, and to plan your next visit,
please contact me directly or visit the NCM
website at www.corvettemuseum.org.
Respectfully submitted,
Don Allen, SLO Vettes National Corvette
Museum Ambassador

