
MISCELLANEOUS 
RAMBLINGS 

. . . And The Days Dwindle Down To Oh 
Precious A Few:  Those words from Kurt 
Weill and Maxwell Anderson’s September 
Song, written for a 1938 Broadway 
musical, Knickerbocker Holiday, seem an 
appropriate place to start my November 
column.  Our sterling Nominating 
Committee of Lisa Klockenteger and Lyn 
Owens presented their candidates for 
the 2020 SLO Vettes Board of Directors 
at the October meeting, presaging the 
end of my three-years as your president.  
The period has had an Einsteining quality 
to it, in that time seemed to pass both 
quickly and slowly.  Some days it seemed 
as if I’d only just taken up the gavel and 
other days it seemed as if I’d been born 
with it in my hand.  Whatever, I am 
delighted that Lisa and Lyn put together 
about the strongest team of candidates 
that SLO Vettes has ever had.  With Jon 
Dallons (President), Doug Williamson 
(VP/Membeship), Jan Dallons (Tresurer), 
Lisa Klockenteger (Secretary), and Joe 
Berkman (Events) we have a depth of 
experience and commitment that is 
unparalleled.  We will be voting on these 
candidates at the November meeting, so 
please make an effort to attend and 
participate in the vote.  I will wait for 
the December Newsletter to reminisce 
about my time as president but, suffice 

it to say that I have been honored and 
humbled to serve as your President these 
past three years. 

Annual SLO Vettes Toy Run, Saturday, 
November 16:  Officer Mike Polking, The 
CHP District’s Public Affairs Officer and 
good friend of SLO Vettes, joined us at 
the October meeting along with Lisa Ray, 
CEO of the Children’s Resource Network 
of the Central Coast, to discuss this 
year’s Toy Run.  Ms. Ray described the 
CRNCC’s outreach, invited members to 
participate in the Christmas Gifting 
events in San Miguel and Oceano, and 
described how important SLO Vettes’s 
role in kicking off the giving season is to 
her organization and the children it 
serves.  Our plan is for North County 

members to gather at the Santa 
Margarita Park & Ride just of either 
Santa Margarita off ramp from Hwy 101 
at 9:15 AM.  We will head south around 
9:45 to arrive at the CHP Headquarters 
at 675 California Blvd., San Luis Obispo 
just before 10:00 AM.  South County 
members can either join us in Santa 
Margarita or simply go the the CHP 
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headquartes in San Luis Obispo at 10:00 
AM.  Bring at least one new toy in its 
original packaging or item of clothing for 
a child between 1 and 16.  Lisa Ray 
suggested spending $5-$20 for a couple 
of gifts to make sure that every child is 
remembered at Christmas.  Last year 
KSBY covered the event and gave the 
Club some invaluable airtime.  That may 
happen again, so we want to have a big 
turnout, not for the Club, but for the 
kids who otherwise might get nothing for 
Christmas.  I’ll be sending out more 
information as the date of the event 
nears, but you can start shopping now! 

Membership Renewal Time:  The Club’s 
Bylaws state: 

Membership  

Qualifications for membership shall 
be as follows:  

A.  A member must be a registered 
owner of a Corvette.  Exceptions may 
be made at the discretion of the Board 
of Directors.  

B.  Membership fees shall be $60.00 
for renewal per year due by December 
1st of the prior year.  

The Bylaws also say a member shall be 
consider delinquent if the yearly dues are not 
paid by March 1, at which time the member 
will be dropped from the Club’s rolls.  
Unfortunately, that final termination date has 
become for some the operative deadline.  
That has caused some problems because the 
Club’s liability insurance is due in January, 
when our treasury is usually at its lowest 
point in the year.  So, a special plea when our 
Membership Chair, VP Denise Surber, sends 
you your renewal notice later this month, 
please don’t set it aside as something to be 
addressed after the Christmas Holidays but, 

rather, write the check to “SLO Vettes” then 
and there and get it in the mail to Treasurer 
Jan Dallons at P.O. Box 14134, San Luis 
Obispo, CA. 93406.  Nuff said. 

Events 2020:  I’m stealing some of Events 
Chair Joe Berkman’s thunder here, but I want 
to encourage everyone to do some serious 
thinking about one or two events you might 
like to see in the coming year.  Talk with your 
partner, spouse, or friend about what might be 
fun for you and the other members, and then 
put the idea forward at the January Events 
Meeting.  Also if you have an idea, think 
about how it could be organized so that when 
you suggest it in January you will also be in a 
position to take charge of the event.  It’s not 
as difficult as it sounds, honest.  I was very 
hesitant to suggest something because I truly 
dreaded the idea of being the event 
coordinator.  When I finally did suggest 
something, I discovered that organizing an 
outing really isn’t rocket science, it’s just a 
few hours of time speaking to the host 
destination and thinking about how you 
would plan to take the participants from the 
assembly point to the site.  Joe would be 
happy to help you with the details, as would I. 

Carlos Vivas Memorial:  Saturday, 
November 23, has been set aside as the day to 
gather in Nipomo at Sherry Vivas’s home to 
remember Carlos and share with one another 
memories of that remarkable man.  I’d love to 
see a long line of SLO Vettes Corvettes filing 
into the Vivas driveway on that Saturday, and 
our members wearing the Club’s colors as 
jackets, polo shirts, or whatever.  Carlos’s 
enthusiasm, smile , impishness , and 
encyclopedic knowledge of all things 
Corvette will remain in the minds and hearts 
of all who knew him, and this will be a 
chance to share with all of his friends some of 
the joy Carlos brought to everything he 



touched.  I will send out an email with all of 
the details as soon as they are available, but I 
do know that we’ll be asked to bring some 
dessert to share, so you can think about that, 
too. 

Firestone Brewery and Luncheon Run:  
Ten cars and twenty brave souls assembled at 
the Santa Margarita Park & Ride on Saturday, 
October 19, for a lovely drive on the North 
County’s back roads to Paso Roble’s 
Firestone Brewery.  The weather was near 
perfect and the roads were blessedly traffic 

free, which gave us a bit of “Corvette” 
driving, even with us leading the pack in our 
Jeep Grand Cherokee (the Gray Lady is 
having some body work done and the GM 
strike has slowed the parts stream to a mere 
trickle!).  Once at the Brewery, we were 
treated to a tour of the facility and a fine 
sampling of the Brewery’s product.  On a 
personal note, I can recommend the “Sour” 
beer!!!  The tour was followed by lunch at the 
Firestone Tap Room Restaurant where a table 
for 20 had been set up for us.  As usual, a 
good time was had by all and there was 
general agreement that the Brewery and Tap 
Room would be worthy of another visit in the 
future.  

We look forward to seeing you on November 
8 for our monthly meeting and election of the 
2020 Board of Directors, and then a week 
later for the 2019 Toy Run.  Until then, stay 
safe, have fun, and be kind to one another. 

Russ                   rdsurber@charter.net 

The VP’s Space
SLO Vettes memberships at the end of 
October held steady at 33, and that includes 
58 individuals.  I guess we ought to call it 
“car-family memberships” and individual 
memberships!  Either way, our membership 
roster includes two lifetime memberships – 
Anne Rice and Dan Miroballi.  Of course, the 
“car-family memberships” include well over 
33 Corvettes since several of us own 
multiple Vettes. 

You will be receiving an email from me 
announcing that dues for 2020 in the amount 
of $60 are due and payable as of December 
1st.  It’s possible you will have received the 
email by the time you read this.  A 2020 
Renewal Form is attached to the email.  
Please fill it out, even if your information as 
not changed.  It really helps with our record 
keeping.  Return the form along with your 
dues check to the club’s official address -- 
SLO Vettes, PO Box 14134, San Luis Obispo, 
CA  93406.  Alternatively, if you want to save 
your 50-cent stamp, bring it with you to the 
November meeting, on November 8th, or the 
Toy Run, on November 16th, where you can 
deliver them to me in person. 

Don’t forget to keep a little stash of our 
new and colorful business cards in the glove 
compartment of all your vehicles – not just 
your Corvette! – for those chance 
encounters with other Vette owners who 
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have yet to find out about SLO Vettes.  That 
goes for application forms, too.  I’ve got a 
handy-dandy stash of each, paper clipped 
together in a business-size envelope, in each 
car.  I will be happy to provide additional 
business cards and application forms to 
anyone who needs them.  The membership 
application is also available in an electronic 
version.  SLO Vette’s most effective 
recruitment tool is YOU! 

I hope to see you at the November meeting! 

Denise Surber          rdsurber@charter.net     
 

SLO VETTES 

OCTOBER MEETING 
Location: Alfano Chevrolet, San Luis Obispo 

Date: October 11, 2019 

President  Russ  Surber  welcomed  visitors 
Officer  Mike  Polking,  CHP,  and  Lisa  Ray, 
Children’s Resource Network of the Central 
Coast, as well as Sherry Vivas to the October 
meeting. 

Board Attendees: 

Russ Surber – President 
Denise Surber – VP/Membership  
Joe Berkman - Events  
Jan Dallons – Treasurer  
Absent: Lisa Klockenteger – Secretary 

Committee Chair Appointees: 

Doug Williamson – Recruitment Chair  
Jon Dallons – Webmaster & Newsletter Chair 

Jan Dallons – Merchandize Chair  
Absent: Lisa Klockenteger – Sunshine  
Absent:  Don  Allen  –  Corvette  Museum 
Liaison 

Total Attendees: 24 (22 plus two guests) 

Nominating Committee Report 

In the absence of Lisa Klockenteger and Lyn 
Owens, President Russ announced the results 
of  the  Nominating  Committee’s  work  on 
finding  candidates  for  the  2020  Board  of 
Directors.  Russ  expressed  thanks  for  the 
Committee’s work and was pleased to say that 
every position had a candidate, to wit: 

• President: Jon Dallons  

• VP/Membership: Doug Williamson  

• Treasurer: Jan Dallons  

• Secretary: Lisa Klockenteger  

• Events: Joe Berkman  
The Committee also has volunteers for 
all  of  the  Appointee  Chairs  for  the 
upcoming year for the new President’s 
consideration:  

• Corvette Museum Liaison: Don Allen  

• Merchandize: Jan Dallons  

• Sunshine: Lisa Klockenteger  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• Webmaster: Jon Dallons  

• Newsletter: Russ Surber  
Russ said that while we had excellent 
candidates  for  each  position,  should 
anyone want to also be considered for 
one of the Board positions they should 
let  Lisa  or  Lyn  know  before  the 
November meeting, when the election 
of officers for 2020 would take place. 
They could be write-in candidates on 
the ballot.  
2019 SLO Vettes Toy Run  
Russ invited Officer Mike Polking to 
speak about the CHP’s annual effort to 
collect toys for needy children. Officer 
Polking  said  the  SLO  Vettes  roll  in 
kicking  off  the  CHP Toy  Drive  was 
very important to its success because 
it brought considerable attention to the 
program just as it was beginning. Lisa 
Ray  described  the  Children’s 
Resource Network’s work with needy 
children  throughout  the  year,  but 
especially  at  Christmas  time.  She 
deeply appreciated the efforts of SLO 
Vettes  to  assist  her  program  and 
invited members to get some hands-on 
experience by volunteering at  one of 
the  two  Christmas  Toy  events  in 
December,  one  in  Oceano  the 
Saturday before Christmas and one in 
San  Miguel  the  Sunday  before 
Christmas.  Lisa  suggested  multiple 
gifts in the $5 to $10 range so more 
toys could be collected. In response to 
a question she said that children in the 
mid-teens  tend  to  be  forgotten  and 
clothing  or  gift  cards  for  business 
establishments  frequented  by  teens 
were especially welcomed.  
President  Russ  said  North  County 
members  would  gather  at  the  Santa 
Margarita Park & Ride at 9:00 AM on 
Saturday,  November  16,  and  would 

depart for SLO at about 9:30 to arrive 
at CHP Headquarters at 675 California 
Blvd, at just before 10:00 AM. South 
County  members  may  proceed 
directly  to  the  CHP  Headquarters, 
aiming to arrive at  about 10:00 AM. 
More information will be forthcoming 
as the time approaches. The club will 
arrange  a  lunch  after  the  Toy  Run 
presentation.  
VP/Membership:  Denise  Surber, 
Vice President  
The Club has 32 memberships and 56 
individuals,  including  two  Lifetime 
Memberships.  Denise  reminded 
members  that  Membership  Renewal 
was coming up and that she would be 
sending out emails to the membership 
that includes a Membership Renewal 
form.  Even  if  nothing  has  changed, 
Denise asked that members fill out the 
Renewal  form  because  it  is  a  good 
way to make sure our information is 
accurate. Membership fees are $60 for 
the  year,  and  a  check  made  out  to 
“SLO Vettes”  should  be  sent  to  Jan 
Dallons.  Our  newest  members,  who 
paid $90, have already paid for 2020. 
Jon  Dallons  noted  that  the  Club’s 
insurance liability renewal comes due 
in  January  and  getting  your  dues  in 
promptly  was  very  important  to  be 
able  to  cover  the  cost.  Denise  asked 
every member to act on their renewal 
as  soon  as  her  email  arrives,  even 
though  technically  not  due  until 
December 1,  and not  put  it  off  until 
the new year.  

Denise  urged  everyone  to  carry  with  them 
some of the business cards Lisa Klockenteger 
had designed, as well  as a few membership 
applications,  for  those  random  encounters 
with Corvette owners.  She said she had the 
business  cards  and  application  forms  and 



could  supply  them  to  whomever  needed 
some. Just let her know. 

September  Minutes:  Secretary  Lisa 
Klockenteger  (represented  by  VP Denise 
Surber) 

President Russ called for a motion to amend 
or accept the September minutes as published 
in the October Newsletter. Doug Williamson 
moved and Mike Nemec seconded a motion 
to accept  the minutes as  submitted,  and the 
motion was carried unanimously on a voice 
vote. 

Treasurer’s Report: Jan Dallons 

Chuck  Varela  moved  and  Shery  Vivas 
seconded a motion that the Treasurer’s report 
be  accepted  as  presented.  The  motion  was 
carried unanimously on a voice vote. 

Events: Joe Berkman 

October  Event  –  Firestone  Brewery  Run: 
Saturday,  October  19,  a  drive  through  the 
North  County  followed  by  a  tour  of  the 
Brewery  and  lunch.  Participants  will 
assemble at the Santa Margarita Park & Ride 
at 10:00 AM. Cars will roll out at 10:20 AM 
to arrive at the Brewery at about 11:40. Tour 
assembles  at  11:45  and  will  end  at 
approximately 12:45. An order-off-the- menu 
luncheon, with separate checks, will follow at 
1:00  at  the  nearby  Firestone  Tap  Room 
Restaurant.  Members  who  did  not  make  it 
into the ten-car limit for the tour are invited to 
join everyone for lunch. Those who are not 
going on the tour  should be sure to  let  Joe 
know if they plan to attend the lunch. 

November  Event  -  Toy  Run:  Saturday, 
November 19. Bring at least one unwrapped, 
new  gift.  Lisa  Ray,  CEO  of  Children’s 
Resource Network, suggests gifts in the $5-10 
range  so  you  can  bring  more  than  one. 
Remember  the  mid-teens,  who  often  get 

overlooked at Christmas. Clothing, both new 
and lightly used, new underwear or socks, and 
gift cards are especially appropriate for teens. 
You can volunteer on the last Saturday (at one 
of  the  elementary  schools  in  Oceano)  or 
Sunday  (at  the  park  in  San  Miguel)  before 
Christmas to help distribute the gifts. It is a 
moving experience worthy of consideration. 

December  Event  –  Christmas  Party  at 
Madonna Inn: Saturday, December 7. We’ve 
booked the same room we had last  year.  If 
you  plan  to  stay  the  night  (not  required), 
make reservations NOW. The longer you wait 
the  fewer  reasonably  priced  rooms  will  be 
available. Jan Dallons is working on the menu 
and  how  much  the  Club  subsidy  will  be. 
There will be a full bar available, which we 
have booked. If the Club spends a minimum 
of $250 at the bar there is no charge for this 
service, so rather than bringing a bottle, think 
about buying your drinks and bottles of wine 
at the bar and help the Club avoid an added 
expense. 

���  
Carlos  Vivas  Memorial:  Sherry  Vivas  said 
that the Memorial Service will be held at her 
home  on  the  Nipomo  Mesa  on  Saturday, 
November 23. The specific time has not yet 
been worked out, but Club members will be 
asked to bring a few desserts. President Russ 
said he will keep the Club informed about the 
details  and  that  he  hoped  to  see  a  large 
contingent  from  the  Club  participate.  He 
suggested  we  wear  Club  clothing,  jackets, 
polos, etc., as a way of honoring Carlos. 

Corvette  Museum:  Doug  Williamson  for 
Don Allen (absent) 

Doug said that the National Corvette Museum 
has been voted the best museum in Kentucky, 
facing  stiff  competition  from  a  number  of 
other large, well-funded Kentucky museums. 
Retiring Museum Executive Director Wendell 



Strode  was  named  to  the  Corvette  Hall  of 
Fame,  acknowledging  his  23-year  oversight 
of  the  NCM.  Finally,  the  latest  issue  of 
America’s  Sports  Car,  the  NCM  monthly 
magazine,  paid  homage  to  SLO  Vettes 
member  Carlos  Vivas  in  its  In  Memorium 
column. 

Recruitment: Doug Williamson 

Efforts to introduce Corvette owners to SLO 
Vettes  continues  apace.  Doug  said  he  had 
expected the owner of a C2 he met at one of 
the weekend gatherings he attends to join us 
this  evening.  Traffic  on  Hwy  101  probably 
spoiled that plan, considering the C2’s heating 
issues  in  bumper-to-bumper  traffic.  Chuck 
Varela  said  he’d  given  out  a  number  of 
business  cards  during  the  Hot  El  Camino 
Nites event and had one person contact him 
as a consequence and expects him to attend a 
future meeting. Doug reminded everyone that 
VP Denise has business cards and application 
forms  (both  hard  copies  and  the  electronic 
version) if they need some. 

Newsletter & Website: Jon Dallons 

Jon  noted  that  with  his  candidacy  for  the 
Club’s  presidency  he  only  has  two  more 
Newsletters to publish before passing the task 
to out-going President Russ Surber. Jon plans 
to  put  a  group shot  taken at  the  November 
Toy Run on the websites front page. 

Sunshine: Lisa Klockenteger (absent) 

President  Russ  asked  that  everyone  keep 
Valerie Cochran in their thoughts and prayers 
as she recovers from a recent surgery. He also 
said that Life Member Dan Miroballi wasn’t 
able to attend the October meeting as he had 
planned  because  of  problems  he  has  been 
having with his  knees.  Russ asked that  you 
keep Dan in mind as well. 

Merchandise: Jan Dallons 

Jan  brought  a  selection  of  shirts,  vests, 
sweatshirts,  and  caps  for  sale.  She  said  the 
recent  jacket  order  was  not  ready  yet  but 
expected  to  have  them  for  the  November 
meeting. The cost of the jacket has risen from 
$75 to $77 or $78. Jan plans to place a new 
jacket  order,  when  we  have  at  least  6  new 
jackets  or  member-owned jackets  to receive 
logos, so please contact her if you want one. 
If you want something special, ask Jan. If you 
want one of the shirts in a particular color (to 
match your car, for instance) she can arrange 
to have one made. 

Old Business: None 

New Business: 

President  Russ  reminded  everyone  that 
Membership Chair Denise would be sending 
out  membership  renewal  emails  and  asked 
that everyone take action on them promptly, 
including filling out the form. 

50/50 Drawing: 

Jan reminded everyone that half of the 50/50 
drawing goes to support the annual Christmas 
Party. Tonight’s drawing produced $71, with 
half of the amount ($35.50) going to the lucky 
ticket holder President, Russ Surber. 

Next Monthly Meeting 

Friday,  November  8,  2019  at  Alfano 
Chevrolet.  Meet  and  Greet  –  6:00  PM. 
Business begins – 6:15 PM. 

Meeting adjourned, 7:30 PM 

Minutes  respectfully  submitted  by  Denise 
S u r b e r ,  A c t i n g  S e c r e t a r y , 
rdsurber@charter.net,  on  behalf  of  Lisa 
Klockenteger, Secretary 



Sunshine Report: Lisa Klockenteger

!  

November Anniversaries!!       

Don & Jeanne Allen 
     
November Birthdays!!  

Tracy Chitwood 
     

Joanne Nemec 
     

Donna Thiel 
     

Chuck Varela  

November Events 
but first some entertainment 

of a different sort:

She has 650 
When matted to the floor 

You will get rubber in the first 4 
60 Just went by, damn that was 

fast 
When I put her in 6th I save gas
Short and sweet to 60  that's for 

sure. 

November 16th Saturday brings us 
to the CHP Headquarters in SLO for 
the annual toy run.

We will all meet at the Santa 
Margarita park and ride at 9:15am. 
We will depart at 9:45. Of course if 
you choose to go directly to the CHP 
office meet us at 10am

Bring a new, unwrapped gift for 
children from very young to young 
teenagers. 

See the additional information on 
the slovettes events section of the 
web site.
After the giving of the toys we will 
hop in our vettes for a run out to 
Creston and lunch at the Loading 
Chute. 

You say you want a Christmas 
Party?! We have one of those. 
December 7th at the Madonna Inn. 
Details to follow.

January 2020 brings production of 
the new mid-engine Corvette (we 
hope) as well as our planning 
meeting.  

We get together and discuss our 
events for the new year. Bring your 
ideas, what you want the club to be, 
places to go and things to do. And 
don't forget our November the 8th 
meeting 6PM Alfano Motors in SLO. 
Be there!

Joe Berkman, Slovettes Events

pinesandoaks@gmail.com
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SLO Vettes Christmas Party 
The annual SLO Vettes Christmas Party is right around the 

corner.  It’s time to RSVP, make your entrée selections, and, if 
you want to spend the night, reserve a room. 

 

 

Don’t forget to bring a gift for the 
Pirate Gift Exchange.  (One gift per 
membership, minimum value $40.) 
 
If you desire a hotel room at the 
Madonna Inn, call 805-543-3000 to 
inquire about a reservation. 

 

WHERE: Madonna Inn, 100 Madonna Road, San Luis Obispo 

DATE: Saturday, December 7th, 2019 

START: 6:00 PM    No Host Cocktails & Hors d’oeuvres 

DINNER: 7:00 PM 

COST: $35 per person 

RSVP: Jan Dallons – 805-712-1111 -- by November 15th 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Last Name:  ___________________ 

Select your entrée: ______ Prime Rib 

    ______ Salmon 

Please cut on the dotted line, check your entrée selection(s), and return with your payment 
made out to SLO Vettes on or before November 15th to:   

Jan Dallons 
1120 Hickory Lane 
Paso Robles, CA  93446 



 

 
Membership Renewal Form - 2020 

 

“Membership fees shall be $60.00 for renewal per year due by December 1st of 
the prior year.”  Article III, subsection B, SLO Vettes Bylaws. 
 
Name___________________________________________________ 

Spouse_________________________________________________ 

Address_________________________________________________ 

City / State / Zip___________________________________________ 

Home Phone #____________________________________________ 

Cell Phone (s) #___________________________________________ 

E-Mail___________________________________________________ 

E-mail___________________________________________________ 

And, let us know if you have upgraded your Corvette since joining. 

(Year)_______________  (Color)_____________  (Circle) Coupe or Roadster  

PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM EVEN IF YOUR INFORMATION HAS NOT CHANGED 

Send the Renewal Form to: 

 
S.L.O. Vettes 
P.O. Box 14134 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93406 

 
 
 

  

  



Museum News 

Events 

 

25th Anniversary and National Caravan 

In last month’s article, I recapped our 
trip to the Museum and the events we 
were able to enjoy while we were there.  
This month I would like to talk a bit 
about the trip home.  After all, it isn’t 
just about getting there but what to do 
on the return trip.  All of the places we 
stopped should be on your bucket list. 

Our first destination on the return trip 
was a couple of days visiting friends and 
seeing the sites in and around Franklin, 
Tennessee.  Franklin is a beautiful and 
historic city just south of Nashville.  
Jeanne and I have friends that recently 
moved there from Bakersfield to be 
closer to their children and grand kids.  
Interestingly enough, they had already 
met seven other couples from California 
in their neighborhood.  Humm.  I can’t 
imagine that a l l those folks have 
grandchildren in the same town in 
Tennessee.  It must be the beautiful 
green rolling hills and lush forests that 
brought them together. 

          

 

We took the back roads (about the only 
way to get there) to Branson, Missouri for 
a couple of days.  Jeanne has always 
wanted to go to Branson.  While I was 
not initially excited about this portion of 
the trip, I really enjoyed it once we got 
there and saw some really great shows.  
We cruised around the area which is 
beautiful and decided that we will come 



back for a longer visit.  Of course the 
longer visit will include a short drive to 
Aurora, Missouri to see Dave and Deb 
Breece in their new home.  Unfortunately 
they had not completed the move when 
we were there so now we have good 
reason for a return trip. 

          

 

From Branson, we drove the back roads 
to Hot Springs, Arkansas to meet friends 
and see the many historical sites in the 
area. The vintage downtown of Hot 
Springs is home to some old bathhouses 
where folks took advantage of the 
therapeutic benefits of the mineral 
springs.  Most have been turned into 

museums but a few still offer the steam 
bath experience.  The nearby area 
includes a lake for water skiing and 
lounging on a houseboat.   

          

 

The most impressive place we visited was 
the Anthony Chapel located on the 
grounds of Garvan Gardens, a division of 
the University of Arkansas School of 
Architecture outside of Hot Springs.  The 
chapel is situated in a heavily wooded 
area and you don’t see it until you walk 



around a path and there it is.  Why is it 
so cool?  It is six stories tall and all the 
walls are glass.  The views from both 
inside and outside are stunning.  The 
chapel hosts many weddings and on the 
day we visited, we were lucky enough to 
be there just in time for one to be over 
and before another started.  Here is 
m o r e i n f o :  h t t p s : / /
www.ga r vanga rden s .o r g/wedd ing s/
anthony_chapel/default.aspx 

          

 

Leaving Hot Springs, we drove through 
Texas to Thackerville, Oklahoma which is 
the home to the WinStar Casino and 
Resort, the largest casino in the world.  
Situated just inside the Oklahoma border 
and halfway between Oklahoma City and 
Dallas/Fort Worth; WinStar even features 
two 18 hole championship golf courses.  
Getting there was interesting.  We saw 
mostly two-lane back roads with 75 MPH 
speed limits.  No slowing down in Texas!  
As the photo depicts, the gas prices were 
about the lowest around. 

     

     

 

To close out the trip, we took I-40 back 
home with several side excursions on 

https://www.garvangardens.org/weddings/anthony_chapel/default.aspx


segments of old US 66.  Talk about 
scenery.  Where else might you find a 
field of Cadillacs?   

This was quite an experience and I hope 
you start planning now for the 2024 
Caravan. 

Recent Donations 

1993 Black Rose ZR-1 

 

A military veteran who wishes to remain 
anonymous r ecen t l y dona ted t h i s 
immaculate ZR-1 to the Museum.   While 
n o t e x a c t l y a u n i q u e o r l i m i t e d 
production color, the black rose metallic 
paint is beautiful and was first thing that 
caught the owner’s eye when the car was 
originally purchased. 

Events 

Daytona Rolex 24 

The NCM kicks off the racing season with 
a Museum in Motion event that originates 
in Daytona Beach, Florida on January 22, 
2020 and ends with three days of racing 
in the 24 hour endurance race.  This is 
the first race of the Weathertech Series 
and will feature the debut of the new 
C8.R, a mid-engine C8 Corvette race car.  
Participants will enjoy the race up close 
and personal with access to the members 
of Corvette Racing.  In the days leading 
up to the race, escorted tours will be 
provided to featured nearby attractions.  
The event sold out early but you can still 
put your name on a waiting list by 
e m a i l i n g M a c i a t 
Maci@corvettemuseum.org 

2020 Michelin NCM Bash 

The Bash is the kickoff event each year 
for happenings at the Museum.  This is a 

huge event that offers enthusiasts access 
to the latest Corvette information, 
personal contact with GM engineering 
staff, and great presentations by various 
Corvette celebrities.  This is the event 
that offers some of the best road tours 
to Kentucky attractions and sometimes 
cool places in nearby states.  Visitors get 
a c c e s s t o t e c h n i c a l s e m i n a r s , 
demonstrations, and vendor displays.  GM 
often takes this opportunity to unveil or 
showcase new models.  Start planning 
now if you would like to attend.  The 
event is scheduled for April 23-25, 2020 
and registration will open in December of 
this year. 

Raffles 

Below are the currently active raffles. 
For additional information regarding 
Nat iona l Corvet te Museum ra f f le s 
including how to order tickets and to 
view the number of tickets remaining 
available in real time, visit here. 

     

       2019 Shadow 
Gray ZR1 Coupe 

11/21/19  
Price: $300.00 Tick

ets: 1500 

2020 Black Coupe 
4/25/20  

Price: $20.00 Unlim
ited Raffle  

Drawing: April 25, 
2020 

!

!

mailto:Maci@corvettemuseum.org
https://raffle.corvettemuseum.org/about.cfm


To learn more about the Museum, upcoming 
events, exhibits, and to plan your next visit, 
please contact me directly or visit the NCM 
website at www.corvettemuseum.org.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Don Allen, SLO Vettes National Corvette 
Museum Ambassador 

don.allen318@gmail.com 

  

    

        

2019 Torch Red 
Coupe 12/19/19  

Price: $100.00 Tick
ets: 1500 

http://www.corvettemuseum.org
mailto:don.allen318@gmail.com

