
MISCELLANEOUS RAMBLINGS 
A New Venue:  After several years of 
trying I’m delighted to confirm that 
Alfano Chevrolet has agreed to sponsor 
the Club and let us use its facilities for 
our meetings.  The first meeting at 
Alfano Chevrolet will be Friday, March 8, 
2019.  Alfano Chevrolet is located at 
1423 Calle Joaquin in San Luis Obispo.  
Parking will be available on the street in 
front of the dealership.  Don’t panic 
when you see the curb painted red, we 
are authorized to park our cars there.  
Jon Morris, the Sales Director, would 
love to see a long line of Corvettes 
parked in front the dealership and easily 
visible from Highway 101, which passes 
by just to the east.  To get there: 

Coming from the North:  From 
Hwy 101 take the Los Osos Valley 
Road turnoff and at the top of the 
offramp make a right turn.  At the 
first stop light, make a right turn 
onto Calle Joaquin and continue 
past the AAA office, America’s 
Tires, and the Motel 6 (on your 
left) and you will arrive at Alfano 
Motors.  We’ll be in the Chevrolet 
Showroom, which is on the left as 
you face the business (the 
Mercedes showroom is on the 
right).  We will be meeting in the 
Chevy Showroom, where tables 

and chairs will be set up for us.  
You are welcome to bring a 
beverage or even a snack, but 
your dinner plans should include 
o n e o f t h e m a n y n e a r b y 
restaurants and not the showroom 
floor. 

Coming from the South:  From 
Hwy 101 take the Los Osos Valley 
Road turnoff and at the top of the 
ramp make a left turn.  Drive over 
the bridge and at the second stop 
light turn right onto Calle Joaquin 
and proceed to Alfano Motors, 

�1

       Front Page                                       MONTHLY NEWSLETTER  ©                                 March 2019

NEXT MEETING

March 8th  6:30PM

Alfano Chevrolet 

San Luis Obispo

President
Russ Surber



which will be on the left.  See 
above for more detail. 

Maps: We will email everyone a 
map a week before the March 
meeting to help you find Alfano’s. 

We need to end our meeting and be 
cleaned up and gone by 7:45 PM, so 
please arrive on time. The opening gavel 
will fall at 6:30 PM, sharp.  I urge every 
member of the Club to make an effort to 
attend this meeting.  Alfano Chevrolet is 
excited about becoming the Club’s 
sponsor, and a great turnout would not 
only show our appreciation but also 
leave a very positive impression on the 
new owners and staff. 

Weather 1, SLO Vettes 0 – The Ragged 
Point Run that Wasn’t:  While we all are 
pleased that this has been a wet winter 
and that come August we won’t be 
arrested for washing our car in public, 
even good things can over stay their 
welcome and that was certainly the case 
on the 16th when our much anticipated 
Run to Ragged Point had to be scrubbed 
because of the storms.  The Monterey 
Peninsula Corvette Club (MPCC) was 
probably more disappointed than we 
were, because they’ve been sort of 
boxed in for at least a year by the 
closure of Hwy One.  Joe Berkman is 
working with the MPCC to reschedule 
the run for later in the year when the 
weather won’t be an issue.  All of that 
said, we should all give Joe a tip o’ the 
hat for the work he put into planning the 
run and for the many hours he spent 
worrying about the weather.  If he looks 
a little older and a tad more nervous, 
it’s the result of working hard for the 
Club and its members.   

March Morro Bay Dinner Cruise 
Postponed:  The owners of the Chablis 
Cruise boat have decided to put it into 
drydock for inspection and as a 
consequence the March 10 dinner cruise 
has to be postponed.  Jerry Lopez, who 
is the lead organizer for this event, is 
working with Joe Berkman to find 
another date for the cruise.  So, hang on 
to your Dramamine and skin patches, 
we’ll still be going to sea (or bay), but 
not in March.  Joe Berkman, our 
indefatigable Events Chair, is working as 
I type on a substitute event on the same 
weekend, so be sure and read Joe’s 
column for news on what March does 
have in store for SLO Vettes. 

April – Two Events Scheduled:  It has 
been the hope and intention of your 
Board to t ry and prov ide more 
opportunities for us to get on the road 
and enjoy our cars and each other’s 
company.  In March we’ll be heading 
first to Solvang for lunch and chance to 
d r i v e t h r o u g h s o m e b e a u t i f u l 
countryside, and then two weeks later 
we’ll head to Avila for lunch and a visit 
to the restored San Luis Obispo 
Lighthouse.  So keep your calendars 
open for Solvang on the 13th and the 
Lighthouse on the 27th.   

A New Appointed Officer Position:  The 
Board has agreed to establish a 
Recruitment Chair to work on growing 
the Club in the years to come.  A part of 
this is forming a relationship with Alfano 
Chevrolet, but more important is 
developing a plan to expose the Club to 
more Corvette owners and give them a 
reason to join.  Doug Williamson, who 
was instrumental in getting Alfano 
Chevrolet to sponsor the Club, has 
graciously agreed to take on these 
responsibilities.  He has considerable 
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experience in growing organizations and 
everyone on the Board is excited at the 
prospect of becoming more active in 
recruiting.  Doug may from time to time 
need help from the membership on 
certain projects, and I would ask you to 
make the time to help him if he asks.  
The Board w i l l submi t a d ra f t  
amendment to the By Laws to cover this 
p o s i t i o n f o r t h e m e m b e r s h i p ’s 
consideration at the March meeting. 

Christmas Party:  You will have seen the 
email I sent to the membership about 
this year’s Christmas Party.  The party 
will be on December 7 at the Madonna 
Inn, in the same room we had last year.  
This is just a reminder that if you wish 
to book a room to spend the night at the 
Madonna Inn you should do so as soon as 
possible.  They have fewer rooms in the 
lower price segment and they will 
disappear quickly as the weeks go by.  
Last year’s Party was great and the 
venue magnificent, so if you’d rather 
not make the drive home in 2019 when 
the party ends, strike now while the 
rooms are available. 

Club Rosters – A Reminder About 
Confidentiality:  Finally, VP/Membership 
Chair Denise Surber (also known as my 
wife) will be circulating up-to-date 
rosters in early March.  These contain 
personal information that we need to 
treat with considerable care.  The 
information in the rosters should never 
be shared with non-members, nor should 
the rosters be tossed in the trash.  If you 
have a shredder, shred them when out-
of-date.  If you don’t have a shredder, 
return them to Denise and she will shred 
them.  I should add that this has never 
been a problem for the Club, it’s just 
that I was a Comms Officer while in the 
Coast Guard and am very nervous about 

anything that could or should be 
considered classified or confidential. 

Stay safe, drive carefully, and enjoy! 

 Russ      rdsurber@charter.net 

  

THE VP’S SPACE 
As  of  February  27,  we  have  24  paid  2019 
memberships (including two lifetime), which 
means we have 24 cars and 42 individuals. I 
expect to find one more renewal the next time 
I visit the SLO Vettes PO box. 

Each  year,  we  keep  all  the  previous  year’s 
members  on  the  Roster  through  February. 
After that, we assume that members who have 
not  paid  dues  for  the  current  year  have 
decided  not  to  rejoin.  Realizing  that  dues 
payments  sometimes slip  our  minds,  I  have 
sent  out  “gentle  reminders”  to  all  2018 
members  who  have  not  yet  submitted  their 
2019 dues.  As of March 1,  we will  remove 
from the 2019 SLO Vettes Roster the names 
of those 2018 members who have chosen not 
to rejoin. 

Thank you all  for  responding to  my emails 
asking  you  to  verify  or  correct  the 
information we have for you. I hope the new 
2019 Rosters that will be available soon after 
March 1st will be accurate! 

Have  you  stashed  away  in  the  glove 
compartments of your Corvette and any other 
vehicles  one  or  two  copies  of  the  new 
Membership Application form, the one which 
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has  our  new  meeting  location  at  Alfano 
Chevrolet? Are you are carrying with you a 
small  supply  of  our  business  cards? 
Occasionally,  we  encounter  other  Corvette 
drivers  who  are  not  members  of  our  Club. 
When that  happens,  invite  them to come to 
one of our meetings or, perhaps, an upcoming 
event.  At  the same time,  hand them a SLO 
Vettes  business  card  along  with  a 
Membership  Application  form.  Don’t  forget 
to  write  your  name  and  phone  number  or 
email  address  on  the  back  of  the  business 
card! 

Speaking of SLO Vettes business cards, Club 
Secretary  (and  Sunshine  Chair)  Lisa 
Klockenteger is busily finishing up a creative 
design  for  a  terrific  new,  attractive,  and 
distinctive card tailored to the Club’s purpose. 
You are sure to like the new card design and 
appreciate it  as a useful recruitment tool. In 
the meantime, until cards with the new design 
are  ready  for  distribution,  I  still  have  a 
healthy  supply  of  the  current  cards.  If  you 
need some, just ask me! 

Denise        rdsurber@charter.net 

SLO Vettes Club Monthly Meeting 
Location: IHOP San Luis Obispo 

Date: February 8, 2019 

Call to Order: 6:40 pm  

Welcome everyone by Russ Surber, President 

Board Attendees:  Russ Surber, President, 
Denise Surber, Vice President,   

Jan Dallons, Treasurer, and Lisa 
Klockenteger, Secretary 

Joe Berkman, Events was out with the flu 
bug.  Hopefully feeling much better soon! 
  
Total Club Attendees: 12 

Russ Surber discussed going to the Alfano 
Chevrolet dealership in San Luis Obispo 
which has a new owner and will soon have a 
new name.  He stated there will be many 
advantages to this new venue for our monthly 
Corvette Club meetings. Some suggestions 
were made regarding the dealer doing some 
advertising in our newsletter.  More good 
things to come! 

Motion to Accept the January 2019 
newsletter as written. A motion to accept by 
Ron Burkel and seconded by Denise Surber.  
Passed unanimously. 

Treasurer Report – Jan Dallons 
A Motion to Accept the Budget for 2019 
Fiscal Year by Lisa Klockenteger was 
seconded by Denise Surber and the motion 
passed unanimously.  
After expenses, the net income showing this 
fiscal year 2019 is -$207.13. A Motion to 
Accept by Chuck Varela and seconded by 
Sherry Vivas and passed unanimously by all. 

Note:  Christmas Party will be at the 
Madonna Inn on December 7, 2019.  A 
deposit has been paid for this event.  Jan 
Dallons suggests if you want to stay there for 
the night to get your reservations in NOW. 
The room you may want to stay in could be 
gone if you wait. 

Sunshine Report – Lisa Klockenteger 
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 Anniversary & Birthday List ……Please be 
sure to let the Sunshine Reporter know of any 
Special Events or Other things you want her 
to write each month in her column!!  

      !    Happy Birthday to:    
Joe Berkman 
           
Dave Breece 
      
Charles Shearon     

Anna Lopez 
      
Jon Dallons 

!  Happy Anniversary to: 
Harald & Judy Suschke 
      
Dick & Donna Thiel 

Merchandize—Jan Dallons 
If you want something ordered do not hesitate 
to let Jan know. 

New Business 
None 

50/50 Drawing brought in   $40 
Winners: Carlos & Sherry Vivas $20 

Next Meeting will be March 8, 2019 at a 
NEW LOCATION:  

Alfano Chevrolet 
1423 Calle Joaquin 
San Luis Obispo, CA  
Meet at 6:00pm for Meet & Greet 
Meeting starts at 6:30pm SHARP! 

Note: This meeting place will not include 
food or beverage.  Please make arrangements 
before or after to have dinner.  If you want to 
bring light refreshment and a snack that is ok. 
We all must remember to clean up what we 
bring. We are all very excited to start a new 
chapter of club meetings!! 

Meeting Adjourned: 7:50 pm 
Submitted by your Secretary 
Lisa Klockenteger 
lisaklockenteger@gmail.com 
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Camp Roberts Museum Run
March 9th

We will meet at the old OSH parking lot at 9:30am for a 10:00am departure.
Lunch after the museum visit at a site to be determined.
Camp Roberts requires advance notice of the participants names and 
vehicle license numbers.
RSVP with Joe Berkman by March 6th.    (805) 591-9966



From the Events Desk of  SLO Vettes

Shall we all agree a reasonable amount 
of rain is better than less? Except when it 
occurs on a date set aside for our events. 
Yes, that happened to our Ragged Pt run 
back in February. The good news is that 
event will be rescheduled for later in the 
year, so stay tuned.
As we turn the page to March we have 
changes aga in in our schedu le .  
Originally scheduled for March 10 our 
Morro Bay cruise is cancelled at this time. 
We found out the company that runs the 
outings have taken their boat out of the 
water for maintenance. Again this event 
will take place at a later date. 
The good news is:
On March 9th, Saturday we are going to 
have a great tour of the Camp Roberts 
museums. Here are some details:
At 9:30 AM on Saturday the 9th we will all 
meet at the OSH parking lot. Located 
Highway 46 West and Highway 101.That 
is on the west side of hwy 101.
Promptly at 10AM we will leave for Camp 
Roberts. Camp Roberts is located approx 
12 miles north of Paso Robles on hwy 
101. Exit 244 leads directly to the main 
gate. To gain entrance upon check in you 
will need to have 1) Current drivers 
license with picture 2) Current proof of 
insurance 3) Current vehicle registration. 
This should not present an issue as we 
are required to have these documents 
any time we drive. Admission is free.
Our tour will start at 10:30AM and 
includes the main museum as well as the 
museum annex which is both indoors and 
out and has many historic Army vehicles. 
Bring your camera.

Again and as always please let me 
know if you plan to take part in this run. 
We need to supply a list of license plate 
numbers to base security and if you 
include your plate number in your RSVP 
this will facilitate our getting out of 
security and starting our tour. Send an 
email to me at:
pinesandoaks@gmail.com
Looking ahead to April: on the 13th a 
Solvang/Buellton run and on the 28th the 
Old Port Inn and Lighthouse tour. Details 
to follow.
Our next SLOvettes meeting is March 
8th. As always the second Friday of the 
month. This meeting will be special. We 
are going to meet at our new   location: 
Alfano Chevy Mercedes dealer located at 
1423 Calle Joaquin in SLO. Social (half) 
hour starts at 6PM and meeting starts 
promptly at 6:30pm. Please park at the 
curb directly in front of the dealership (not 
their parking lot).
Thank you and "save the wave"
 
Joe Berkman    Events 
pinesandoaks@gmail.com 

Hello fellow SLO Vette Members.  In 
support of the Club and its Officers, I 
have offered to serve as your National 
Corvette Museum Ambassador for another 
year.  A recent foot surgery has greatly 
limited my mobility so between my 
surgeon and my wife; my tether has been 
shortened drastical ly.  No weight 
bearing, no walking, and no driving for 
the next few months.  Stairs are pretty 
much out of the question.  Not to worry, 
Unless Jeanne wants to take it for a spin, 
our Corvette is snug in the garage.   
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I will continue to write this article to 
keep you informed of the latest news 
coming out of the Museum and the 
neighboring Motorsports Park along with 
any tidbits I stumble across about the 
Assembly Plant.  Don’t be a bit surprised 
if I call to ask for your help to stand in 
for me at the monthly meetings.  It 
won’t take much on your part.  I will 
provide you with notes or if you prefer, a 
script to read.  Yes, large text is 
available upon request.   It will be short 
and sweet.  Neither past Museum visits 
nor previous public speaking will be a 
requirement of the job.  Both Russ and I 
will be most grateful. 

New Corvette Hall of Fame Inductees 
Announced 

The National Corvette Museum has 
announced the following inductees to be 
recognized as part of the 22nd  Annual 
Corvette Hall of Fame Ceremony in 2019:  

• Dollie Cole in the category of 
Enthusiast;  

• Briggs Cunningham in the category 
of Racing; and  

• Tom Peters in the category of GM/
Chevrolet.  

T h e s e t h r e e i n d i v i d u a l s w i l l b e 
recognized with the highest honor 
bestowed by the Museum for their 
contributions to the past, present and 
future of Corvette.  Since its inception in 
1997, 71 individuals have been inducted 
into the Corvette Hall of Fame. 

The 2019 Co r ve t t e Ha l l o f F ame 
recipients will be inducted into the 
Corvette Hall of Fame during a ceremony 
and banquet on Friday, August 30, 2019. 
Their induction will take place as part of 
t h e M u s e u m ’s 2 5 t h  A n n i v e r s a r y 
Celebration August 28 – 31, 2019.  Jeanne 
and I plan to be at the Museum during 
the celebration and we have tickets to 
this event. 

 

Dollie Cole – Enthusiast 

Dollie Ann Cole was happily married to 
Ed Cole, President of General Motors but 
she was never content with just being 
the auto executive’s wife. She instead 
gained a reputation as a respected 
businessperson, a staunch defender of 
the automobile industry, and a strong 
supporter of Corvette. 
Dollie has been a model, an accredited 
test driver and pilot, as well as the 
Senior Editor for a publishing company. 
She was known for getting things done 
when no one else could. Dollie also 
p r o v i d e d l e a d e r s h i p f o r s e v e r a l 
charitable organizations in support of 
disabled people, children, animals, and 
families of fallen officers. She served on 
several national and local boards, 
including PBS, The Smithsonian National 
Air and Space Museum, and the National 
Corvette Museum, where she presided as 
its Chair in 2000 and 2001. 
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Briggs Cunningham – Racing 

Briggs Swift Cunningham thrived on 
automobile competition and set his sights 
on challenging the Europeans on the 
international circuits, for America and 
with American technology. To do that, he 
pulled together the best of the best to 
build cars and teams. In the process, he 
became one of the most prominent 
figures in the racing world, to the point 
of making the cover of TIME magazine. 

Corvette had come along at just the right 
time for Briggs as it was already being 
hailed as America’s sports car. It had 
p r o v e n i t s e l f e a r l i e r i n S C C A 
championships, confirming its ability to 
be competitive. After talking with 
Corvette engineer Zora Arkus-Duntov, 
Briggs bought three 1960 Corvettes to 
take to France for the most famous race 
on the planet, the 24 Hours of Le Mans. 

On June 25th, 1960, the three race 
modified Cunningham Corvettes, painted 
white with blue stripes, went up against 
the best in the world. Despite putting on 
a good run, the #1 Corvette driven by 
Briggs and Bill Kimberley would be the 
first to fall when rain would cause the 
car to flip and then catch fire. Corvette 
#2, driven by Dick Thompson and Fred 
Windridge, would also wreck, taking it 
out of contention. Cunningham Corvette 
#3 however, driven by Bob Grossman and 
John Fitch, would make history as the 

first Corvette ever to win its class at Le 
Mans, and secure Briggs Cunningham’s 
place for all time in the Corvette Hall of 
Fame. 

 

Tom Peters – GM/Chevrolet 

Tom Peters graduated and in 1980 he was 
offered a position by Chuck Jordan at 
GM.  Tom’s work in the Advance Studio 
caught the eye of Jerry Palmer, Corvette 
Chief Designer for Chevy 3 Studio, who 
offered him a position on the team. Tom 
worked on the ZR-1 Corvettes and other 
variants as well as the Corvette Indy Car, 
his very first concept vehicle.  

He came up with an advance proposal for 
the C5 Corvette. His imagination, hard 
work and ability to inspire the best from 
his team led to Tom becoming Design 
Director for the C6 Corvette and later 
the C7 Stingray, ultimately serving as the 
Director of Design for Performance Car 
Exteriors for Corvette and Camaro. 

In the following two paragraphs, Tom 
describes his passion of Corvettes and it 
sounds much the same way all Corvette 
enthusiasts feel about the brand.  It is 
nice to know that the people who design 
and engineer Corvettes think and feel 
like we do.   

“My goal in working on future Corvettes 
was to create a unique personality that is 
s t i l l d i s t inct ive ly Corvet te–wi th a 
character and soul that is both new and 
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timeless. The best and most wonderful 
thing about working on Corvette is doing 
it with people in design, engineering and 
marketing, who have such a strong 
passion for the car and for the people 
who drive them.”  

“You’ve heard about the people who 
make this car their goal in life—the ones 
who pass that love for the car down 
through the family. It’s a special car to 
those who drive them. It is a part of 
their lifestyle and a part of American 
culture in general. It’s been amazing to 
have some part in that. Each day that I 
walked into that studio, I felt honored 
and blessed. I never took it for granted.” 

Addit ional information about each 
inductee is available on the Museum’s 
website at:  
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/2019-
c o r v e t t e - h a l l - o f - f a m e - i n d u c t e e s -
announced/ 

NCM Makes the Popular Mechanics 
Magazine Top Ten Places Every Car 
Lover Should Visit List  

Popular Mechanics Magazine recognized 
the many reasons to visit the Museum for 
not only Corvette aficionados, but non-
owners as well.  Want to know who else 
made the cut?  Click on this link and 
check out the other cool places to visit 
just to say you been there.  https://
w w w. p o p u l a r m e c h a n i c s . c o m / c a r s /
g26189612/car-lover-must-visit-bucket-
list/ 

Your Corvette on the Cover of the NCM 
America’s Sports Car Magazine 

If you are interested in supporting the 
M u s e u m a n d w a n t a s p e c i a l 
acknowledgement for your effort, here is 
a great opportunity.  Lots of folks donate 
t he i r c a r s a s we l l a s co l l e c t i b l e 
memorabilia to benefit the NCM and 
t h o s e p l e d g e s a r e v e r y m u c h 
appreciated.  The Museum is full of 
displays where the donor is identified but 
this offering is unique.   

You can bid to have your Corvette 
featured on the front cover of the July/
August/September edition of the official 
publication of the Museum: America’s 
Sports Car Magazine.  This edition will be 
e s p e c i a l l y c o o l i n t h a t t h e 2 5 t h 
Anniversary Celebration of the Museum 
will be held August 28-31, 2019. 

The winning bidder will win the honor of 
having their Corvette professionally 
photographed. The car will then be 
featured prominently on both the cover 
and Table of Contents page of America’s 
S p o r t s C a r. T h e p h o t o s w i l l b e 
emblazoned on 28,000ish copies of the 
magazine. The winner will also receive a 
digital collection the images taken during 
the photo shoot as well as an electronic 
copy of the cover artwork. And, of 
course, they’ll get 10 printed copies of 
the magazine. 

 

Fifth Anniversary of the Sinkhole 

If you have visited the Museum sometime 
in the last five years, I am sure you saw 
the Sinkhole exhibit.  The Museum’s floor 
opened up and down went eight prize 
Corvettes.  It is a day that many 
worldwide remember and if you haven't 
gotten a chance to visit the museum 
don't fret because you may now be able 
to look at the cave from the comfort of 
your own home. 

"This year is the first year that we've not 
restored a car or started restoration on 
one or any kind of major project. But we 
did do a 360-degree scan inside of the 
sinkhole and the cave.  We have a virtual 
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tour that people will be able to access on 
our website, so it'll be as though you're 
inside the cave exploring it yourself."  
Enjoy the experience for yourself at:   
h t tp s : //www.co rve t temuseum.o rg/
exp lo re/exh ib i t s/co rve t te -cave - in -
exhibit/ 

Raffles  

The Museum’s Corvette Raffle fundraising 
program is going through some growing 
pains.  The Raffle Program is licensed by 
the State of Kentucky.  To participate, 
entrants must physically be inside 
Kentucky when they buy a t icket 
regardless of whether the sale is by 
phone, electronic device, or in person.  
Residency is not an issue. 

If another state recognizes Kentucky’s 
g a m i n g l i c e n s i n g a n d a g r e e s t o 
reciprocity, then purchases can then be 
made in that state as well.  Again, you 
don’t have to be a resident of that state 
but you must be physically present in 
that state when you make the purchase. 

As of this writing, you can only purchase 
raffle tickets when you are in Kentucky, 
Kansas, or Montana. I know what you are 
thinking, why can’t I sell you tickets on 
behalf of the Museum?  Nope.  The 
Kentucky Gaming Commission and the 
California Gaming Commission have no 
agreement that allows me to do that.  

The folks at the Museum are working on 
adding more states but that could take 
some time.   So for now, us Californians 
are out of luck unless we happen to 
visiting one of these three states.  I will 
keep you posted. 

Assembly Plant and Corvette Info 

If you recall, at last month’s meeting we 
d i s cu s sed the f ac t t ha t Co r ve t te 

inventories on dealer lots were high and 
the prices just got raised.  We couldn’t 
quite figure out GM’s business plan.  In 
fact, January sales were off 20% from a 
year ago.  Maybe the frigid temps kept 
everyone home but with only 800 cars 
sold, I am sure some records were 
smashed.  We haven’t seen monthly sales 
under 1000 since the end of the C6 era 
when everyone was holding their breath 
f o r a C 7 .  h t t p s : / /
www.corvetteblogger.com/2019/02/06/
january-2019-corvette-sales-drop-to-
lowest-in-c7-era/ 

And the longer we wait, the worse the 
news gets.  Dealers are now holding 
inventories of over a 230-day supply 
which amounts to over 9000 new C7 
Corvettes.  That’s right, dealers are 
holding the inventories.  You see, all new 
Corvettes leaving the Assembly Plant are 
actually paid for.  The cars were special 
ordered; either by customers or by 
dealers and Chevy has been paid.  
Dealers order cars to maintain their 
allotments.  If a dealer doesn’t take 
delivery of so many cars, they might get 
cut off on future purchases and no one 
wants to be caught short when the new 
C8 hits the end of the assembly line. 

But wait!  Maybe this is not bad news for 
buyers.  While there are no or little 
incentives right now, swollen inventories 
could be ripe for the picking in the 
future.  Especially if the factory elects 
to only produce C8s and end C7s and the 
assembly l ine change-over is fast-
tracked.  That would result in a whole 
bunch of C7s around back with the C8s 
arriving to meet the crowds.  Then we 
might see some bargains.  If the factory 
needs extra time to switch over, then the 
dealers will have something to offer 
d u r i n g t h e i n t e r i m .  h t t p s : / /
www.corvetteblogger.com/2019/02/18/
inventory-of-new-corvettes-grows-to-
a-232-day-supply-with-9000-available/ 

Mid-Engine C8 Spy Info and Latest News 
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C8 Badging 

Here is the latest reveal circulating 
regarding the new mid-engine Corvette’s 
badging.  The famed crossed flags have 
been unique for each series of Corvettes 
and the C8 follows that same path.  Also 
the word “Corvette” is unique as well 
with each model (C1-C8) displays a 
different script.   

Notice the differences in the C7 (above) 
and the C8 (below).  The C7 spells the 
name as “COR” and “VETTE” with the 
individual letters connected but with a 
separation between the two syllables.  
The C8 letters stand alone.  Also the R in 
the C7 script has an opening in a slightly 
different spot. 

Watch the Start-up Animation for the 
Gauge Cluster 

 

When you start up late model Corvettes, 
the driver’s gauge cluster goes through a 
short routine to remind you that the 
sensational automobile in which you are 
sitting is starting up.  For a sneak peak 
at the C8’s sequence go to:  https://
www.corvetteblogger.com/2019/02/07/
video-watch-the-startup-animation-of-
the-c8-mid-engine-corvette/ 
  

 

Visit Kern County and See the C8 

Motor Trend  recently spotted a camo’d 
C8 prototype in the vicinity of the 
Tehachapi loop near Bakersfield.  Motor 
Trend has used the Tehachapi loop route 
as part of its Car of the Year (COTY) 
testing and they say that manufacturers 
have also tested on those same roads in 
preparation for COTY award. 

Certainly if the model is released, the 
2020 Corvette would be a contender for 
the award given the fact that Corvette 
was named  Motor Trend’s  COTY in 1984 
and 1998.  For more:  https://
www.corvetteblogger.com/2019/02/01/
spied-motor-trend-spots-the-c8-mid-
engine-corvette-on-its-california-coty-
test-loop/ 

Car and Driver Magazine Still Thinks the 
C7 and C8 Will Be Built Side-By-Side 

C&D Mag editors think the two cars could 
target different audiences.  While the C8 
will be ground breaking and offer superb 
track abilities, the C7 is more affordable 
and more easily used as a daily driver.  
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With some pre-planning, a couple could 
easily go on vacation with a C7 and have 
enough room to br ing home some 
souvenirs.  While convertible owners may 
have to be more frugal, C7s coupes have 
ample room under the hatch for a lot of 
treasures.   

Not so much in a mid-engine (ME) C8.  
The engine and trans take up all the 
trunk space.  The only “trunk” is under 
the hood which was in tent iona l ly 
designed to be short and low in a ME set-
up to improve visibility and driver 
control.  The so-called trunk will be 
more like a glove box if the rumors about 
adding electric motors and batteries 
were to ever come to fruition.   

Of course with all the C7s sitting on 
dealer lots, there might be a whole year 
worth of selling both cars side by side 
just to test the waters to see whether or 
not to continue both builds. 

To learn more about the Museum, 
upcoming events, exhibits, and to plan 
your next visit, please contact me 
directly or visit the NCM website at 
www.corvettemuseum.org.   
  
Respectfully submitted, 

Don Allen, National Corvette Museum 
A m b a s s a d o r f o r S L O V e t t e s 
don.allen318@gmail.com 
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