
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
RAMBLINGS 

Well, the good news is that we North 
County folk survived 20 consecutive days 
of three-digit temperatures without too 
much trouble.  That was do in large part 
to Paso Robles’s predilection for cool 
nights and hot days, hence the success 
of the wine industry hereabouts.  Also, a 
tip of the hat to the air conditioning 
system we installed in our near 100-year 
old home just a month before the 
temperatures took off.  Good timing is 
everything! 

New Members: As a first order of 
business I want to welcome to the Club 
Glenn & Patty Gelbrich along with their 
’15 red roadster.  Glenn and Patty 
recently moved from Kelso, Washington, 
to sunny Paso Robles and had contacted 
the club before their move about 
joining.  I’m pleased to report as well 
that they jumped right into deep water 
by joining us at the Hot El Camino Nites 
Event.  Welcome aboard! 

Hot El Camino Nites: The big event for 
August was the Cruise Night in 
Atascadero.  We had 15 cars participate 
in the barbecue at the El Camino Car 
Wash on Friday night, August 17, many 
of which also had passes which allowed 
them to motor out into the passing 
parade of hot rods, street cars and 
whatever else to get a taste of the 
excitement and fun.  A big tip o’ the hat 
to John Beaman, who provided the grill  

and manned it along with Chuck Varela, 
to the maestro at the french fry cooker, 
Jon Dallons, and to Jan Dallons who 
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organized the barbecue, bought the 
food, set up the food line and took the 
cash, along with her side kick, Denise 
Surber.  Likewise, a very big “Thank You” 
to the owner of the El Camino Car Wash, 
Gary Pederson, who has welcomed SLO 

Vettes to his establishment for nearly a 
decade. In appreciation of his kindness, 
the club gave Gary a SLO Vettes hat and 
denim shirt which he assured us he will 
wear with pride!  As an added bonus, we 
may have picked up two new members 
at the event, Ramon with a C6 and Joe 
with a C4, who stopped by to see what 
was happening and wound up saying they 
would like to join! 

Doug & Denise’s Continuing Saga: At 
the August meeting Doug Williamson 
finished the story of his once mighty 
2016 Corvette that met its fate near 
mile marker 12 East of Barstow on I-40 

earlier this year.  After having had two 
dealerships work on his car without 
resolving its problems or getting rid of 
the strong smell of raw gasoline that 
haunted it, Doug turned to a mechanic 
he knew at the Arroyo Grande Chevrolet 
dealership who, unlike mechanics at the 
other two dealerships, found ¼” of raw 
gasoline pooling up in the engine.  The 
mechanic told Doug that he was lucky 
the car didn’t explode when the engine 
turned over.  All this time Doug had been 
doing his due diligence work on 
declaring the car a “lemon,” which led 
h im to a non-prof i t group that 
undertakes to represent people who 
want to have their vehicle formally 
declared a “lemon.”  While the process 
involved binding arbitration, which Doug 
was understandably suspicious of, it also 
left the door open for a law suit if the 
arbitration wasn’t satisfactory to the 
petitioner.  The manufacturer, on the 
o ther hand, was bound by the 
arbitration’s findings.  But, before the 
hearing took place Chevrolet agreed to 
buy Doug’s car back for what he paid for 
it, plus tax and miscellaneous charges.  A 
victory for the Good Guys!  Now Doug 
and Denise are searching for a new or 
newer Corvette.  Color is an issue and 
Doug asked the group what it thought of 
white Corvettes.  He got a resounding 
“Yes.”  So, we should get one more 
report from Doug, this time on what car 
he and Denise decide on. 

Dan Miroballi: I spoke to Dan Miroballi 
recently and he tells me he is busy with 
physical therapy to strengthen his legs.  
When that process is complete Dan says 
he plans to resume his monthly trips up 
from Thousand Oaks for the SLO Vettes 
meeting.  I mention that because Dan 
understands the importance of attending 
club meetings, which when well-
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attended build the sense of camaraderie 
that gives life to the organization.  If 
you think that is a not too subtle hint to 
everyone to attend club meetings you 
are right, it is important. If Dan Miroballi 
at 90+ years can drive 150 miles to 
attend our meetings, the rest of us 
should be able to make one meeting a 
month.  Just saying. 

September Mystery Tour: On Friday, 
S e p t e m b e r 2 8 t h , t h e i n t r e p i d 
adventurers who have signed up for the 
2018 Mystery Tour will be heading out of 
the rest stop just east of Shandon on 
Hwy 46 for a weekend of adventure, 
excellent food, fascinating scenery and 
good times.  We’ve participated in every 
tour since joining the club, which 
means, we’ve visited Murphys, Ben 
Lomond, Long Barn, Kernville, Yosemite 
and this year, well, you’ll have to wait 
for the October issue to find out where 
we went in September.  We’ll be doing 
this again next year, so block out a 
weekend late in September 2019, you 
won’t regret it. 

Nominating New Club Officers: Finally, 
at the September meeting I will be 
asking for one or two people to 
volunteer for the club’s Nominating 
Committee.  The committee’s job is to 
find candidates for the club’s five board 
member positions; President, Vice 
President, Treasurer, Secretary, and 
Events Chair.  Needles to say, without 
members willing to take on some of the 
club’s necessary functions, there 
wouldn’t be a club, and so I urge, even 
beg, each of you to give serious thought 
to volunteering for one of the five board 
positions.  As is so often the case with 
life, there is never a truly “good time” 
to take on a new responsibility, so throw 
caution to the wind and toss your name 

in the ring.  The Nominating Committee 
will announce the names of candidates 
at the October club meeting and we will 
vote on them a month later at the 
November meeting.  I’ll be “handing 
over the keys” to the new president at 
the Christmas party. 

Have fun, stay safe and see you Friday, 
September 14. 

Russ          rdsurber@charter.net 

SLO VETTES CLUB MEETING 
Location:  IHOP San Luis Obispo 

August 10, 2018 

Meeting began at 6:30 PM.  Welcome to 
meeting by President Russ Surber. 

Board Attendees:  Russ Surber – President, 
John Beaman – Vice President, Joe Berkman 
– Events.  Absent were Jan Dallons - 
Treasurer and Claudia Berkman – Secretary. 

Club Attendees:  18, including 2 new 
members. 

Russ noted that we are looking forward to 
next week’s Hot El Camino Cruise Night, 
which Events Chair Joe Berkman will talk 
about in detail. 

VICE PRESIDENT – John Beaman 
Introduction of new members Glenn and 
Patty Gelbrich, owners of a 2015 Crystal Red 
Roadster, which they picked up at the 
National Corvette Museum and which now 
has about 37,000 miles.  Glenn shared that 
before moving to Paso Robles, they lived in 
Kelso, Washington, and were members of a 
Corvette club in Portland, Oregon. 
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MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
Motion by John Beaman to accept Minutes 
of meeting held July 13 as published in the 
August Newsletter.  2nd by Chuck Varela.  
Club voted to approve. 

TREASURER REPORT – Denise Surber for Jan 
Dallons 
7/13 through 8/10 income $31.00, expenses 
$0.00, for net income $31.00.  Year to date, 
through 8/10, income $2,328.00, expenses 
$1,174.32, for net income $1,153.68.  
Motion by Georgia Ott to accept the current 
month’s and Year to Date Treasurer Reports.  
2nd by Ron Burkel.  Club voted to approve. 

CORVETTE MUSEUM REPORT – Doug 
Williamson for Don Allen 
Museum seeking donations or loans of 
unusual Corvettes and other makes.  
Information on Museum website on what is 
wanted/needed and why.  Fundraising 
raffles:  2019 Black Corvette Grand Sport 
Coupe, August 31, $200/ticket, limited to 
1400 tickets; 2019 Build Your Own Z06 or 
Grand Sport, Coupe or Convertible, or 
$70,000, August 16, $250/ticket, limited to 
1000 t ickets ; and 2019 Torch Red 
Convertible, September 1, $10/ticket, no 
limit on tickets.  In November, Museum 
honoring American mil i tary service 
members, pol ice, f i ref ighters, and 
immediate accompanying family with 
complimentary admission.  Corvette named 
“Most American Car” by annual Kogod School 
of Business Made in America Auto Index. 

UPDATE ON WILLIAMSON’S RETURN FROM 
LAUGHLIN ADVENTURES – Doug Williamson 
Doug and Denise Williamson’s Corvette, 
which developed major problem on return 
from Laughlin, spent about 5 weeks at a 
Vic torv i l l e dea le r sh ip fo r repa i r s .  
Supposedly fixed, but bad smell and running 
problems continued.  Local area dealer 
looked at the car and said they saw no 
problem.  Another local area dealer 
Chevrolet looked at the car and found 
dangerous leaking gasoline pooled in 
underside of car, which they reported to 
GM.  Doug took advantage of Better Business 
Bureau program leading to arbitration at no 
charge for “lemon” owners.  Shortly before 

scheduled arbitration hearing date, GM 
agreed to buy back vehicle at 100% of 
purchase price, including tax and license 
fees, less a mileage charge for a little over 
6,000 miles.  The Williamsons are currently 
waiting for money from GM and seeking a 
good deal on a replacement Corvette. 

 EVENTS – Joe Berkman 
August 17 Hot El Camino Cruise Night in 
Atascadero (Club Event).  Street closes at 
5:00 PM, possibly a little earlier.  Arrive at El 
Camino Car Wash at 4:30 PM, park on the 
street until car wash business closes at 5:00, 
then park on car wash premises.  Members 
can register to participate in the Cruise for 
$27 at Community Center, Traffic Way, 
Atascadero.  Not necessary to cruise; can 
simply enjoy watching the cars go by.  Bring 
chairs.  SLO Vettes BBQ will be $5/person, 
including hamburgers, cheeseburgers, fries, 
salad, dessert, and water or a soft drink.  
Denise Surber solicited volunteers to provide 
salads and desserts. 

Other Cruisin’ Weekend Events of interest: 
August 18 Mid-State Cruizer’s Annual Car 
Show, Atascadero Lake Park, 10 AM-3 PM. 
August 18 Dancing in the Streets, Downtown 
Atascadero, 5-10 PM.  Lisa Klockenteger 
noted that limited amount of free parking is 
available to those registered to cruise at 
Friday’s Hot El Camino Cruise Night.    

September 28-30 Annual Mystery Tour (Club 
Event).  Jon Dallons said more cars are 
welcome and wanted.  Need commitment 
($250 deposit) by August 28, date to release 
unneeded hotel rooms.  Details Recap:  Total 
cost @ $575 for 2 nights lodging, lunch 
Friday, breakfast both mornings, plated 
dinner Saturday, 2 event t-shirts, and 
scavenger hunt. 

Other opportunities for car enthusiasts: 
Cambria Cars – Centrally Grown on Highway 
1, Cambria, 1st Sunday each month, about 
9:00 AM.  Possibly not meeting in September, 
due to conflict with Pinedorado Days. 

Pinedorado Car Show – Saturday, September 
1, Cambria. 
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NEWSLETTER & WEBSITE – Jon Dallons 
SLO Vettes website is up to date.  Jon 
appreciates everyone getting newsletter 
material to him.  People are getting better 
about submitting articles promptly. 

SUNSHINE REPORT – Russ Surber and 
Members Present for Deb Breece 
Georgia and Rex Ott’s anniversary is on 
August 31st. 

MERCHANDIZE – Russ Surber for Valerie 
Cochran 
Valerie has ordered a shirt with SLO Vettes 
logo to present to Gary Pederson, owner of 
El Camino Car Wash, as a thank you for 
allowing us to use the premises.  We will 
also give him a hat. 
  
OLD BUSINESS – None 

NEW BUSINESS  
John Beaman asked if we wanted to 
participate in the Atascadero Colony Days 
Parade in October.  The Paso Robles Pioneer 
Day Parade also occurs in October.  Joe 
Berkman will check on dates and look into 
possible participation in one or both. 

Carlos and Sherry Vivas invited the club to a 
BBQ at their home.  Russ thanked them for 
the generous invitation.  He will consult 
with Joe Berkman and the Vivas’s to set a 
date (likely a Saturday or Sunday in 
October) and send out an email about the 
event. 

50/50 DRAWING – Jon Dallons for Jan Dallons 
Collected $55.00.  $27.50 won by Patty 
Gelbrich. 

ADJOURNED AT 7:37 PM.  Next Meeting will 
be again at IHOP in SLO September 14, at 
6:30 PM. 

Submitted by Denise Surber, Acting 
Secretary         

C l a u d i a B e r k m a n , S e c r e t a r y      
4wheels4c@gmail.com 

ANNIVERSARIES & BIRTHDAYS LIST 
September 2018 

BIRTHDAYS 

Gerry Lopez.................sept 30 
Georgia Ott...................sept 7 

ANNIVERSARIES  

John & Cheryl Everett..........sept 15 
Rich & Robin Robson............sept 27 

Deb Breece    nanascloset@icloud.com    

Museum News 

First of all, I would like to thank Doug 
Williamson for stepping in for me at the 
last meeting to present the latest 
information about the National Corvette 
Museum.  Great job Doug!  I really 
appreciated your help. 

NCM Insurance 

Dave Breece called me the other day to 
express his concern over a comment he 
read on the Corvette Forum.  The Forum 
was hosting a discussion on the topic of 
collector car insurance.  One of the 
participants had posted a comment that 
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such policies limited where the insured 
car could be driven or the purpose of the 
drive.   The writer said that if you were 
to ever use the car to run errands, the 
company could say that the trip was not 
for pleasure and coverage would be 
denied. 

In speaking with the agents at the 
Museum, I was told that the car cannot 
be your daily driver but instead used for 
occasional pleasure use.  If you have any 
q u e s t i o n s o r c on c e r n s a b ou t t h e 
insurance provided by the NCM, please 
call the agency at 877-678-7626 or email 
them at info@ncminsurance.com. 

Happenings 

 

Each October the National Corvette 
Museum teams up with the Kentucky 
State Police to lead a fundraising event 
like no other – taking participants to 
some of the most popular attractions and 
best dining the Bluegrass State has to 
offer. Each run is led by a Kentucky State 
Trooper.  The proceeds from the event 
were split equally between the Museum, 
a 501(c)(3) non-profit foundation, and 
the Kentucky State Police’s Trooper 
Island Camp, a free of charge, week-long 
e x p e r i e n c e d e s i g n e d t o h e l p 
underprivileged kids age 10-12 develop 
their self-image, build healthy eating 
and exercise habits, provide spiritual 
growth and further mental capabilities. 

2017 marked the eighth year for the 
event, with three consecutive weeks for 

touring offered. Some of Kentucky’s 
favorite spots were visited, including Big 
South Fork Scenic Railway, Cumberland 
Falls, Natural Bridge State Park and 
more. 

On Tuesday, August 7 at the Museum, 
Execut ive Director Wendel l Strode 
presented Trooper Jonathan Biven with a 
check for $27,123 from the event. Since 
the event’s inception in 2010, over 
$92,000 has been donated to Trooper 
Island through this Museum event. 

Another Reason to Visit the Museum 

Where is your dream wedding location?   
The Knot.com recently reviewed the 25 
strangest places to recite your vows.  
Among the finalists are on the wings of a 
plane at 1000’, the top of Mt. Everest, or 
in a shark tank.  Retail establishments 
range from the budget-minded to the 
tech savvy and include the 99 Cent Store, 
Taco Bell (in Vegas), Costco, the Apple 
Store, or a Voo Doo donut shop.  Then 
there are roller coaster rides, jetpack 
rides, or NASCAR tracks. 

Number eight on the list is the National 
Corvette Museum.   

 

Kimberly Dominick LeFloore was a car 
salesperson when she met her husband-
to-be, because she sold him a brand 
spanking new Corvette. Kimberly says of 
their introduction, "The part my husband 
would like to tell is how I suckered him 
into buying the car. He had been a friend 
of the family for years, and my dad has 
always owned 'Vettes since I was a little 
girl, so that was always my dream car." 
Once he owned her dream car it was only 
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a matter of time before they made it 
of f ic ia l , at the Nat ional Corvette 
Museum. 

See the whole list of venues at:  https://
www.therichest.com/destinations/25-of-
the-strangest-places-in-the-world-to-tie-
the-knot/ 

New Exhibits 

To tell the Corvette’s story, the Museum 
uti l izes their art i fact and archive 
collections in the galleries through 
v a r i o u s m o d e l y e a r s , s i g n i f i c a n t 
milestones, technological upgrades and 
its impact on the automotive world. 
These goals are accomplished with the 
help and support of enthusiasts. 

One of the many great ways enthusiasts 
can support the National Corvette 
Museum’s mission is by donating or 
loaning a vehicle to the collection. 
Although one might think that the 
Museum only accepts Corvettes but that 
is not the case!   Currently the Museum is 
looking for several Corvettes for our 
collection, as well as other vehicles that 
have a significant tie to the Corvette 
story. 

Yes, the list includes competitors’ cars as 
well as really cool vintage sports cars 
and even prototype or limited production 
examples.  GM-built vehicles with 
Corvette engines, including the 2006-9 
TrailBlazer SS, 2004-6 Pontiac GTO, 2004-
present Cadillac CTS-V, and Cadillac XLR 
along with any limited production car 
with a Corvette engine are highly 
desirable displays.  Ford, Dodge, and 
several British sports cars are also 
sought. 

To see the complete ‘wish list’ of 
vehicles that the National Corvette 
Museum would l i ke to add to i t s 
c o l l e c t i o n , g o t o :  h t t p s : / /
www.corvettemuseum.org/corvette-
museum-seeking-to-expand-collection/   
If you have one of these vehicles and 
would consider donating it to the 
Museum, please contact our Curator 

D e r e k E . M o o r e a t 2 7 0 - 7 7 7 - 4 5 1 6 
or Derek@corvettemuseum.org. 

Upcoming NCM Events 

Raffles  

(Don’t forget, the Museum Delivery 
Experience is included.)  For more 
information on the cars and to purchase 
t i c k e t s , g o t o : h t t p s : / /
store.corvettemuseum.org/corvette-
raffle 

November is Military Appreciation 
Month 

If you are thinking about a visit to the 
Museum in the near future, each 
November the National Corvette Museum 
“salutes” members of the American 
armed forces as well as police and 
firefighters by offering complimentary 

2019 Arctic 
White Corvette 

Convertible 
Raffle, Thursday, 
September 20 at 

2pm CT  
Tickets are $150 
and limited to 
1000 tickets  

2019 Torch Red 
Convertible 

Raffle, Saturday, 
September 1, 

2018 at 3pm CT 
Tickets are $10 
and no limit as 

to the number of 
tickets  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admiss ion to them and immediate 
accompanying family.   Just show proof 
of service at our admissions counter to 
receive the offer – with our gratitude. 

Vets ‘n Vettes Presented by Mobil 1, 
November 8-10 

The Vets ‘n Vettes event is an annual 
tradition of honoring our veterans. The 
event kicks off with a full day at the NCM 
Motorsports Park. Invites will be going 
out to all our local Veterans in hopes 
they come to the MSP and catch a ride in 
a Corvette with another fellow Veteran. 
Complimentary lunch served to all!  

With a Meet n’ Greet, road tours, and 
participation in the Bowling Green 
Ve te ran s ’ Day Pa rade w i t h l unch 
afterwards at the local VFW, the three-
day event offers veterans, servicemen 
and women and those who want to 
support them, a comfortable place to 
meet and share stories and experiences.  
General registration for Vets ‘n Vettes is 
only $20.  For a detailed agenda, go to:  
h t tp s : //www.co rve t temuseum.o rg/
even t/ve t s - n - ve t te s - p re sen ted -by -
mobil-1/ 

Assembly Plant and Corvette Info 

 

Corvette Named the Most American Car 
You Can Buy 

Corvette has long had the nickname 
‘America’s Sports Car’ and according to 
the annual Kogod School of Business 
Made in America Auto Index, it is also the 
‘Most American’ made vehicle of the 544 
different cars tested.  

With a top score of 83.5 points, Corvette 
earned the title by scoring the most 
points within seven criteria including 
profit margin; labor; research and 

development; inventory, capital and 
other expenses; engine; transmission; 
a n d b o d y, c h a s s i s a n d e l e c t r i c a l 
components. The research is conducted 
by the Center for Automotive Research to 
determine total domestic content.  To 
see how the testing is calculated, go to:  
h t tp s : //www.co rve t temuseum.o rg/
corvette-named-the-most-american-car-
you-can-buy/ 

 

Hertz 100th Ann iver sary Ed i t ion 
Corvette 

Need a Z06 for a special occasion?  
Hertz  is celebrating its centennial 
anniversary by teaming up with Chevrolet 
to offer the Hertz 100th  Anniversary 
Edition Corvette Z06. One hundred high-
performance Hertz Z06s will be available 
to rent exclusively at select U.S. Hertz 
locations. 

Cu s tomer s can re se rve the Her t z 
100th  Anniversary Edition Corvette Z06 
to rent at airport locations in the 
f o l l o w i n g U . S . C i t i e s :  
Atlanta,  Boston,  Chicago,  Dallas,  Fort 
Lauderdale,  Fort Myers,  Las Vegas,  Los 
Angeles,  Miami,  New York,  Orlando,  San 
Diego, San Francisco, and Tampa. 

For full details, go to:  https://
www.autorentalnews.com/310726/hertz-
ce lebra tes -100th -ann ive r sa ry -w i th -
corvette-rentals 

Cars We Keep the Longest 

Corvette ranks 2nd among cars that 
owner s keep the l onges t .  Fo rd 
Expeditions are kept the longest but 
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maybe because they are hard to sell?  
Just kidding!  

iSeeCars.com looked at six million cars 
during their research.  One reason for 
h o l d i n g on t o a v e h i c l e c ou l d b e 
emotional – say “a fondness of a timeless 
classic like the Chevrolet Corvette.”   
The Corvette, by the way, was the only 
sports car to make the list.  “Sports cars 
tend to not be primary vehicles,” Ly 
explained, “which is why owners might 
hold on to them longer than the average 
car since they are not subjected to as 
much wear and tear.” 

To see the whole list, go to:  http://
www.corvetteblogger.com/2018/08/06/
study-corvette-is-second-among-vehicles-
t h a t - p e o p l e - k e e p - t h e - l o n g e s t / ?
utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=e
mail&utm_campaign=corvette_sales_new
s_lifestyle_daily_recap&utm_term=2018-
08-13 

Mid-Engine C8 Spy Info 

Here are some of the latest updates 
regarding a mid-engine Corvette. 

GM has brought out some of the past 
mid-engine prototypes and concept 
Corvettes from their archives and 
displayed them during events including 
races and concourse shows.  Corvette 
B logger th inks these d isp lays wi l l 
condition enthusiasts to warm up to the 
idea of a mid-engine design and generate 
some interest.  For some cool photos, go 
to:  http://www.corvetteblogger.com/
2018/08/03/pics-chevrolet-cervs-up-
historic-mid-engine-prototypes-at-the-
concours-delegance-of-america/ 

Whenever GM is about to release a new 
series of Corvette, Corvette Racing 
seems to always get lots of pre-release 
info.  How else can they show up at the 
start of a season’s races with the latest 
and greatest version of Corvette and be 
competitive right out of the gate?   

       

 

Check out these photos.  The yellow car 
is an artist’s rendering of the mid-engine 
C8 based on heavily camouflaged spy 
shots of prototype sightings.  The 
camo’ed race car was shot when 
Corvette Racing was testing a C8.R with 
what sounds like a turbocharged engine 
at Road America in Wisconsin.  They sure 
look a lot alike.  Corvette Racing is 
probably smiling since having a mid-
engine sports car to race against Ford 
GTs and other competitors already using 
a mid-engine design should give them a 
big edge. 

Can the Assembly Plant be modified to 
build the C8 and the C7 at the same 
time?  Sounds like yes, and may already 
be capable of such a feat following its 
recent renovation.  According to some 
“ w e l l - p l a c e d s o u r c e s ” , t h e G M 
Development Team staff from Flint, 
Michigan met with their counterparts in 
Bowling Green on a day the plant was 
shut down.  With no other employees 
around, the word is that several C8 
prototypes were built using the standard 
assembly line.  Maybe we are getting 
closer to an unveiling.  Check it out at:  
h t t p : / / w w w. c o r v e t t e b l o g g e r. c o m /
2018/08/10/the-corvette-assembly-
plant-may-be-building-some-mid-engine-
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GM has recently filed for several new 
patents both in the US and world-wide.  
While some applications include drawings 
of C7s, the new technology is easily 
adaptable to a new C8.  Other drawings 
include designs more consistent with the 
previously mentioned artist renderings of 
a C8 and photos of the C8.R race car.  
The patents include designs for active 
side skirts, spoilers, and downforce 
generating air ducting.  Other patents 
are for adaptive instrument clusters (the 
gauges move when you turn the steering 
wheel to remove any obstruction so the 
driver can always read the gauges) and a 
two-stage turbocharger to improve low-
end power (turbo lag).  The turbo design 
drawings include a drawing of some front 
bodywork that closely resembles the 
front fascia of the C8.  Check out the 
p h o t o a t :  h t t p : / /
www.corvetteblogger.com/2018/08/22/
two - s t age - t u rbocha r ge r - and - f r on t -
bumper-cover-could-be-headed-for-mid-
e n g i n e - c 8 - c o r v e t t e / ?
utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=e
mail&utm_campaign=corvette_sales_new
s_lifestyle_daily_recap&utm_term=2018-
08-22 

In saving the best for last, what will the 
new mid-engine Corvette be called?  
Some say it should be a C8 while others 
say it should be a whole new line and the 
C8 can only be a front-engine car.  The 
latest news is of no help. 

If it were to be a whole new line, what 
would you call it?  As possibly a tribute 
to the legendary Corvette Chief Engineer, 
Zora Arkus-Duntov, GM has trademarked 
the word, “ZORA” worldwide.  Duntov 
lobbied GM to build a mid-engine car for 
most of his career.  After all, he was 
originally employed by Porsche.  In the 
Chinese and Korean applications, a photo 

was also included showing the word ZORA 
in all caps Times New Roman script.  
Could that be how it will show up on the 
C 8 ?  S e e m o r e a t :  h t t p : / /
www.corvetteblogger.com/2018/08/20/
gm-trademarks-the-mid-engine-corvette-
name-of-zora-across-the-world-including-
china/ 

Then you have the recent words of GM 
high-up insiders.  Mark Reuss, now the 
head of Cadillac, said that the ZR1 marks 
the end of the development of the C7 
and now everyone needs to look forward 
to the C8.  Corvette Chief Engineer, 
Tadge Juechter also said at a reveal of 
the ZR1 that this was the end of 
development of the C7.  Lastly, Harlan 
Charles, the head of Corvette Racing, 
said when they are done with racing the 
C7.R (the current car used by Corvette 
Racing) they will race the C8.R.  Notice 
the reference to “C8” rather than to 
“ZERV”, the codename reportedly used 
by GM insiders for the whole mid-engine 
project.   

Stay tuned. 

To learn more about the Museum, 
upcoming events, exhibits, and to plan 
your next visit, please contact me 
directly or visit the NCM website at 
www.corvettemuseum.org.  
  
Respectfully submitted, 

Don Allen, SLO Vettes National Corvette 
Museum Ambassador don.allen318@gmail.com 
 

From the Events Desk:

Seems like just yesterday but on August 
17th, Atascadero hosted the Hot El 
Camino Cruise Nite. Our club took 
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advantage of the event by having our 
annual BBQ.  And let everyone know:  
SLO Vettes  enjoyed this evening event!  
The BBQ pot luck was outstanding. Food 
and beverage to enjoy the passing 
parade of cars, old and new, hot rods, 
sports cars, trucks, muscle cars, well... 
cars in all categories. A number of our 
members registered their cars and took 
part in the cruise. The smiles tell the story 
of half of Atascadero turning out to wave 
and cheer on the cars and their drivers. A 
big thank you to Gary Pederson, the 
owner of the car wash which we take 
over to have our event.

Our monthly SLO Vettes meeting will be 
held Friday evening, September 14th at 
the IHOP on Madonna Road, San Luis 
Obispo. Social (half) hour 6pm meeting 
begins at 6:30pm. Come one, come all! 
Member or not come and see whats 
happening with the owners of America's 
only sports car. 

September is going to be rather quiet 
until we reach the last weekend of the 
month. On Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 
Sept 28 -30 The Mystery Tour will be 
held. Days of driving on back roads, 
evenings of rest, relaxation and sitting 
down to  some amazing dinners to talk of 
the days events.  As of my writing   there 
are still spaces available to take part in 
this wonderful experience. Contact Jan 
Dallons.  (805) 712-1111

And a reminder, if you would like to have 
an informal get together for a cup of 
coffee or a lunch please take the 
initiative. Send out an email to the 
members of the club.  Let us know where, 
when and I'm sure you will have company 
to enjoy that cupa coffee and   pleasant 
conversation.

Future events include the Pioneer Day 
Parade on Saturday, October 13 in Paso 
Robles. Colony Days Parade Saturday, 
October 20th in Atascadero. Details to 
follow in the next newsletter.

And remember, anytime you get in a 
Corvette its an event to be appreciated. 
Driving this car on a bit of twisty road 
feeling the responsiveness of the car to 
the ever changing road is a treat only 
someone driving a Corvette knows. 
Really, it is an event.
cheers,

Joe Berkman   pinesandoaks@gmail.com
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