
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
RAMBLINGS 

Mystery Tour 2018:  For those of you 
who missed it, this year’s Mystery Tour 
t ook e l ven o f t he c l ub ’s mos t 
adventurous members on a 313 mile trek 
across the lower S ierra Nevada 
mountains, around the northern end of 
Lake Isabella, east through Ridgecrest 
(and the Naval Weapons Depot where 
new weapons systems are tested) and 
then north through a corner of Death 
Valley National Monument to Lone Pine, 
California, at the foot of Mount Whitney.  
We had the traditional hors d'oeuvres 
Friday night dinner at the Lone Pine 

Museum of Western Film History and 
then topped off the evening with a 
showing in the Museum’s theater of the 
1938 Roy Rogers film, “Under Western 
Stars” filmed in the nearby Alabama 
Hills.  On Saturday many of us visited 
nearby Manzanar National Historic Site, 
where some 3,000 Japanese civilians, 
the majority of whom had been born in 
the United States, were interned by 
President Roosevelt at the beginning of 
WWII.  Dinner Saturday night was at the 
only five-star restaurant on Hwy 395, 
Seasons, and at the end Joe & Claudia 

Berkman were presented the prize for 
winning the “On the Road” Scavenger 
Hunt and Floyd & Lyn Owens were 
honored for having put together the 
highest score on the “About Town” 
Scavenger Hunt.  Charles Shearon was 
recognized for having made the run solo, 
and Mike & Joanne Nemec won the 
“Worst Luck” award after their Corvette 
lost its brakes and spent most of Friday 
in a Wofford Heights garage getting 
everything sorted out.  The Dallons and 
Surbers will start planning next year’s 
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tour this winter so be sure keep the last 
couple of weekends of September 2019 
open because we’ll be hitting the road 
again for terra incognita. 

BBQ at the Vivas:   Carlos and Sherry 
Vivas have again graciously invited the 
Club to a barbecue at their home on 

Nipomo Mesa on Saturday, November 3.  
For anyone who owns a Corvette, visiting 
the Vivas is rather like achieving Nirvana 
because the Vivas have one of the best 
collections of vintage Corvettes in the 
State, plus are the perfect hosts.   
Details of how we’ll get there, what we 
need to bring, and other such things will 
be forthcoming but get the date on your 
calendar NOW, this is an event you really 
don’t want to miss. 

2018 Toy Run:  We will be making the 
Toy Run to the San Luis Obispo 
Headquarters of the Highway Patrol on 
Saturday, November 17, so put that date 
aside so you can participate in one of 
the real treasures of the SLO Vettes 
year.  We are expected at the SLO HQ at 
11:00 AM and will be letting you know 
nearer the date when and where we’ll 
assemble for the run.  On Friday, 
November 9th, Officer Mike Polking, 
Public Affairs Officer for this division, 
will be our guest at the club meeting 
where he’ll talk a bit about the Toy Run 

and bit about life in the CHP.  It should 
be fun, so plan to attend. 

Club Officers Needed . . . Desperately!:  
The club needs you to volunteer for one 
of the club’s Board of Director positions.  
Joe Berkman, Events Chair, and Jan 
Dallons, Treasurer, have said they would 

like to have another term.  
That leaves the President’s 
job, the Vice President’s job, 
and the Secretary’s job 
looking for someone to step 
forward and volunteer to 
serve.  These are not difficult 
jobs and require no more than 
a few hours a month to do 
well, but without someone to 
do that there is no club.  We 
need candidates by October 

12th, the October meeting, when the 
slate of candidates is presented to the 
club.  The vote then follows at the 
November meeting.  If no one steps 
forward, the Club will enter the new 
year in a very dangerous position.  So, 
please, PLEASE give something back to 
the club and volunteer to serve.  Call 
me, email me, or text me, but please, 
do something for your club and 
volunteer. 

Membership Renewal:  You will be 
getting an email from me early next 
month asking you to renew your 
membership.  The biggest challenge to 
renewing a membership in anything is 
inertia; its something we plan to do, we 
want to do, but getting around to 
actually writing the check, filling out the 
form, and putting it in the mail is always 
something we can do tomorrow, until 
suddenly the year is past and your 
membership has expired.  So, when the 
email arrives print out the renewal 
form, fill it out, write the check, and 
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get it in the mail the same day.  That 
makes you happy, it makes your Club 
Board happy, and it allows the Club to 
enter the new year in a strong position.  
Nuff said. 

We’ll see you on Friday, October 12 at 
the SLO IHOP.  In the interim, please 
volunteer for a Board office and let me 
know.   

Be safe, 

Russ          rdsurber@charter.net 
 

SLO VETTES CLUB MEETING  

Location: IHOP San Luis Obispo 
September 14, 2018 

Meeting began at 6:30 p.m. Welcome to 
meeting by Russ Surber. 
Board At tendees : Rus s Su rber - 
President, John Beaman- Vice President, 
Joe 

Berkman- Events, Claudia Berkman- 
Secretary. Club Attendees: 17 

PRESIDENT - Russ Suber spoke of Hot El 
Camino Nights held in Atascadero in 
August and well-attended by SLO Vettes. 
It was a nice event and a fun time. 

VICE PRESIDENT - John Beaman 
introduced Glenn and Patty Gelbrich, 
new members to the Club. Also, a 
prospective member who introduced 
himself as a Cal Poly student with a 1996 
C4 Corvette. 

Motion  by Chuck Varela to accept the 
August 13 Club Meeting Minutes as 
published in the August Newsletter. 
Chuck Varela 1st, Mike Nemec 2nd. Club 
voted to approve. 

TREASURER- Jan Dallons 
Report presented by Denise Surber 
8/10 to 9/14 income $193.00, expenses 
$264.61 for net loss $71.61.  
Year to Date income $2,521.00, expenses 
$1,438.93 for net income $1,082.07. 
Motion  by Russ Surber to Accept the 
current month's and the Year to Date 
Treasurer Report- Russ Surber 1st, John 
Beaman 2nd. Club voted to accept 
Treasurer's Report. 

EVENTS- Joe Berkman  
August 17th Hot El Camino Nights in 
Atascadero had many cars so was a fun 
event and the bbq was great. 

September 28-30 The annual Mystery 
Tour will take place with six SLO Vettes 
cars participating. 

October 6 Corvettes of Bakersfield are 
hosting a wine tour in Paso Robles. 
November 3 Carlos and Sherry Vivas are 
hosting a bbq at their home in Nipomo. 

November 9 SLO Vettes meeting will 
have a guest; local CHP officer. He will 
speak about the annual Toy Run. 

November 17 Toy Run. Bring an 
unwrapped toy to the SLO CHP office. 
From there SLO Vettes will drive to the 
Loading Chute in Creston. 

December 1 SLO Vettes Christmas Party. 

CORVETTE MUSEUM REPORT 
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Russ Surber reported there will be a 
Corvette Museum caravan for the 21st 
year, beginning at the Rose Bowl and 
going the Northern Route. Members from 
our local club can join the caravan by 
beginning in Ventura and then going to 
the Pasadena Westin. 

The Museum offered $200 per car in the 
path of Hurricane Florence to relocate. 
Also offered were tips for protecting the 
cars. 

NEWSLETTER & WEBSITE 

Send items going into the next 
Newsletter to Jon Dallons as quick as 
possible. 

SUNSHINE 

Russ Surber announced club members' 
B i r t hday s and Ann i ve r s a r i e s i n 
September. 

MERCHANDISE - Valerie Cochran  
Items can be ordered with logo, or the 
vendor can embroider on items brought 
in to them. 

OLD BUSINESS 

None 

NEW BUSINESS 

A nominating committee will be 
appointed by Russ Surber to put together 
a candidate list to email and call, to ask 
for members to join the 2019 SLO Vettes 
Board. 

Drawing 50/50 won by Glenn and Patty 
Gelbrich.   

Next Meeting will be again at IHOP in 
SLO October 12, 6:30 p.m. Adjourn at 

7:27 p.m. 

C l a u d i a B e r k m a n , S e c r e t a r y      
4wheels4c@gmail.com 
 

ANNIVERSARIES & BIRTHDAYS LIST 
September 2018 

BIRTHDAYS 

• Brian Cyester 

• Cheryl Everett 

• Patty Gelbrich 

• Gary Hood 

• Lisa Klockenteger 

• Lyn Owens 

• Chris Petrush 

• Zan Varela 

ANNIVERSARIES  

• Brian & Becky Cyester       October 9 

• Jon & Jan Dallons        October 13 

• Doug & Denise Williamson October 24 

Deb Breece    nanascloset@icloud.com    
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As I write this September has come and 
gone. Beautiful Fall weather   means more 
great times on the road with our Corvettes.
This past weekend a number of us have 
arrived home from the Magical Mystery Tour. 
Magical? Yes. Miles of smiles as we traveled 
the back roads of Cali fornia to our 
destination: Lone Pine. Along little used 
roads I have never driven the sights to see 
were many. Astounding views, twisty roads to 
straighten, a few safe stretches to briefly 
explore the upper end of the speedometer. 
The Friday evening at the Museum of 
Western Film History was fascinating, 
exploring the museum as we enjoyed our pot 
luck dinner. Friday night sleep came easy 
after a long day on the road and a fun 
evening.
October is shaping up to be a rather slow 
month for the   Slovettes club. A good month 
for a someone to step up and get a group 
together for an informal cup of coffee or 
lunch.  Send out an email to the group,  a day 
or two before, where, when, north county or 
south, why not? 
November will be the BBQ at Carlos and 
Sherry Vivas's on the 3rd. 
November 9th will be our club meeting where 
a representative of the CHP will give a 
presentation.
Our annual toy drive will be November 17 
with lunch after the run.

December? How about a Christmas party? 
Sound good to me. More details to follow.

Happy trails to y'all. Saddle up those 'vettes 
and go for a drive.

Joe Berkman    pinesandoaks@gmail.com

Museum News 

       

 

24th Anniversary Celebration 

Every year the Museum celebrates its 
birthday with much fanfare.  This year’s 
event was no different and attendees 
enjoyed the many seminars, 
demonstrations, vendor displays, and of 
course much Corvette Camaraderie.  For 
a quick summary, cool photos, and links 
to specific activities that occurred during 
the pre-Labor Day event, go to:  http://
www.corvetteblogger.com/2018/09/05/
the-national-corvette-museums-24th-
anniversary-celebration/?
utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=e
mail&utm_campaign=corvette_sales_new
s_lifestyle_daily_recap&utm_term=2018-
09-06 
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Museum Film Wins Bronze Telly Award 

The National Corvette Museum’s film on 
the history of the Corvette, which loops 
daily in the Museum’s Chevrolet Theater, 
was recently awarded a Bronze Telly 
Award. The award was in the category of 
Non-Broadcast General Automotive and 
was produced by Greene HD Productions, 
Inc.  The 13-minute film traces the 
development of America’s iconic sports 
car, from the very first 1953 Corvettes, 
to today’s seventh generation, which 
rolls off the assembly lines in Bowling 
Green, Kentucky. 

The Telly Awards were introduced in 1979 
to honor excellence in video and 
television across all screens. The Telly 
Awards annually showcases the best work 
created within television and across 
video, for all screens. Receiving over 
12,000 entries for all 50 states and 5 
countries, the winners represent work 
from some of the most respected 
advertising agencies, television stations, 
production companies and publishers 
from around the world. 

Members of the National Corvette 
Museum can watch the film online by 
logging into the Members Only section of 
the website. 

Happenings 

Museum in Motion, Pacific Coast Highway 

The NCM’s Museum in Motion (MiM) 
headed to Northern California in 
September 2018 for a scenic coastal tour 

of the Pacific Coast Highway.  MiMs are 
trips that are planned, organized, and 
led by the NCM to attend special events, 
showcase places of interest and to 
promote camaraderie among Corvette 
owners. 

Following the IMSA race and Corvette 
Racing Banquet on the weekend of Sept 8 
& 9, the group started from Seaside, CA 
and cruised up the scenic coastal Hwy 1 
towards Mendocino before making their 
way back though beautiful wine country.  
They made stops at castles and wineries 
and other interesting sights along the 
way. After staying in a total of five 
hotels, the trip ended in Windsor.  What 
an event with everything pre-planned 
and included in the registration. 

Upcoming NCM Events 

Raffles  

(Don’t forget, the Museum Delivery 
Experience is included.)  For more 
information on the cars and to purchase 
tickets, go to: https://
store.corvettemuseum.org/corvette-
raffle 

2019 Arctic 
White Corvette 
Coupe Raffle, 

Thursday, 
February 7, 2019 

at 2pm CT  
Tickets are $10 
with no limit to 
the number of 

tickets sold  
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Assembly Plant and Corvette Info 

 

If you have never been, a tour is 
something to always include when you 
visit the Museum.  Unfortunately, the 
Plant has been closed to tours now for 
over a year and folks are itching to take 
a peek inside.  If you missed the link in 
the article about the Anniversary 
celebration, here it is again.  Click on 
this for an hour plus long video 
presentation by Nora Roper, the Assistant 
Plant Manager.  She takes you thru all the 

latest improvements and happenings.  
https://youtu.be/JpDWZymhjSA 

Interested in buying anew Corvette?  I 
spoke with Becky Madison at the Museum 
and was told GM is again providing 
Supplier Pricing discounts to NCM 
Members on many of their cars and 
trucks including Corvettes.  Plus you get 
any and all incentives offered on the 
model you select.  Members just need a 
referral number and to get one call 
Becky at 270-467-8836. 

Mid-Engine C8 Spy Info 

GM has filed for some more new patents 
and the spies have been out capturing 
photos.  For more information, click (or 
for some, Control click) on the graphics 
to take you to the articles for complete 
information. 

Close up photos of some camo’d coupes 
show the design of a new rear spoiler.  A 
special design spoiler will add downforce 
and grip to the car. 

Convertibles aren’t left out.  A new 
patient application shows they too get a 
new spoiler and air deflection system to 
reroute air smoothly over the open 
cockpit.   

 

2019 Long Beach 
Red Coupe 

Raffle, Thursday, 
October 11, 

2018 at 2pm CT 
Tickets are $100 
and limited to 
1500 tickets  

 

2019 Shadow 
Gray Z06 Coupe 
Raffle, Thursday, 

October 25, 
2018 at 2pm CT 
Tickets are $250 
and limited to 
1000 tickets  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But probably the most interesting pieces 
of information come from these three 
patient applications.   Again, you can 
click on the drawings for more 
information. 

       

 

The first patent is titled “Aerodynamic 
Actuator Control Systems and 
Methods” and the graphic (Fig 2) shows 
aero pieces with actuators on each 
corner of the car as well as the rear 
spoiler and what looks to be raised 
louvers on the hood. The abstract 
summary details how the system 
determines a utilization force on the tire 

and then the maximum force of the tire 
for maintaining traction betweeen the 
tire and the road surface. Another 
module analyzes the differences between 
the two and adjusts the system for 
better stability.   

While this doesn’t sound too exciting, 
the devil is in the details.  The fine print 
says this system is that the controller 
diagram shows compatibility with a 
hybrid drivetrain.  And the description 
says it will work with either “zero or 
multiple electric motors.”   

The other graphic is from a second 
patient, “Vehicle, System and Method for 
Controlling Active Aerodynamic 
Elements” details how the active 
aerodynamics controller will receive data 
from the driver and vehicle and react 
accordingly to provide the appropriate 
amount of downforce. The patent details 
benefits of the system in several ways 
including “improved handling of the 
vehicle can be used by the driver to 
improve, i.e., lower, racetrack lap 
times.” 

Again, the most interesting components 
of this patient are the drawings.  They 
clearly show the engine and transmission 
in the rear of the car behind the driver.  
Looks like a mid-engine design to me. 
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Lastly, will a manual transmission still be 
available in a mid-engine Corvette?  Most 
current buyers opt for an automatic and 
you can even get the ZR1 and Z06 models 
with an eight speed auto.  So why not 
make the move now to stick (no pun of 
course) to only fitting the C8 with an 
automatic trans?   All the more reason 
not to have to engineer the maze of 
linkage needed to engage the clutch in a 
car where everything important is behind 
the driver and confined to a very small 
space. 

Well, the latest patient might be the 
saving grace for all loyal stick-shift fans.  
The “Electric Slave Cylinder for Manually 
Shifted Vehicles ” patient utilizes 
electric sensors connected to the clutch 
pedal that are in communication with a 
slave cylinder and actuator that controls 
the clutch. This clutch-by-wire could 
allow for a manual transmission without 
the use of hydraulic lines that are found 
in typical manual transmission set-ups.   

Was this developed for the Corvette?  
Like the article says, “….in reality, how 
many manual transmission cars does GM 

offer these days?”  Well, several actually 
but all utilize a front engine design 
where the clutch is much easier to 
connect to the pedals.  Click on either of 
the images to read the entire article. 

 

Latest C8 Photos 

A photographer got up, close, and 
personal with a couple of C8 coupes 
while they were testing at Nurburgring in 
Germany.  Click on the photo to read the 
entire article and see about 50 photos 
taken from all angles including the cars’ 
interiors.  Some of the most revealing 
photos yet. 

         

 

Newest and Fastest Disney Ride 
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Yep, you guessed it.  “Test Track” at 
Disney World’s EPCOT Center is the 
longest and fastest Disney ride ever.  
Best of all, you are riding in a Corvette 
Racing Yellow 2019 Stingray.  While the 
resort did scale back the velocity from 95 
to 65 miles an hour, it is still very 
exciting.  Check it out at:  https://
www.corvetteonline.com/news/2019-
corvette-plays-part-in-fastest-ride-at-
walt-disney-world/ 

To learn more about the Museum, 
upcoming events, exhibits, and to plan 
your next visit, please contact me 
directly or visit the NCM website at 
www.corvettemuseum.org.   
  
Respectfully submitted, 

Don Allen, SLO Vettes National Corvette 
Museum Ambassador     

don.allen318@gmail.com 
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Mystery Run
An Update on Mike and Joanne

Fellow Adventurers,

A short word on the Nemec's.   We and the Dallons were the last to leave Lone Pine this 
morning.   As we entered Bakersfield on Hwy 58 we saw a silver C3 on the road ahead of us 
and as we motored by everyone waved at Mike & Joanne.  They and their car looked in good 
shape and all was well with the world.  Mike & Joanne turned onto Hwy 99 heading for Pismo 
while the Dallons and Surbers headed for BJ's and lunch.   Mike called us as we arrived at 
BJ's to say that as he entered Hwy 99 the engine began to miss and black smoke seemed to 
be coming out of the rear of the car.  He got off 99 and pulled his car over.  He spoke with his 
mechanic in Phoenix who said he suspected a vacuum line that attaches to the brake master 
cylinder.   In the meantime Mike had found a Pep Boys that was open with a mechanic who 
owns a Corvette and he had the car towed there.   Clearly, the Nemec's are watched over by 
the god of elderly Corvettes!!!!We spoke with him when we got home and he was still in 
Bakersfield and the mechanic was doing a diagnostic.   If it turned out to be something that 
could be repaired on the spot they'd head on home.   If it couldn't, they'd probably spend the 
night in Bakersfield and re-evaluate the situation in the morning.  Mike is supposed to call me 
sometime tomorrow with the rest of the story, which we all hope includes a fixed C3 and a 
good night's sleep in their own bed in  Pismo.  
As the story evolves I'll try and keep you posted on the latest in the adventures of Mike & 
Joanne.

Russ


