
 

MISCELLANEOUS RAMBLINGS 
Ragged Point Run and Impromptu 
Gatherings: The weather smiled on SLO 
Vettes in mid-February when fifteen of us 
motored up Hwy 1 for the annual Ragged 
Point Run. Even on the coast the weather 
was pleasantly warm under a brightly 
shining sun, and the sight of our cars on the 
lawn at the Inn was somewhere beyond 
beautiful. As with all things human, there 
was some confusion in the event when we 
arrived at the Inn immediately after the 
Central Coast Challenger Club did the same. 
We’d reserved the lawn and the Challengers 
had expected to park in front, but when 
they arrived the staff confused them with us 
and, they were told to park on the lawn. 
There was plenty of room for all and the 
Challenger crew were fr iendly and 
impressed with our turnout of machines. 

Events Chair Joe Berkman did a superb job 
organizing the Run and, as in years past, at 
the end of the day everyone left with a 
smile on their face and joy in their hearts.  

We did have a little excitement when Dan 
Miroballi discovered he’d locked his keys in 
his car.  Fortunately, Dan had cracked left 
the driver’s window a bit and the Club’s 
resident safe-cracker, Don Allen, used an 
arm extender (one of those things you can 
use to reach objects beyond your reach) to 
unlock Dan’s car. In the future, if you find 
yourself locked out of your Vette, forget AAA 
and give Don a call, he’s available 24/7 and 
has very competitive rates!!!!  

Cindy Tully has been interested in 
impromptu gatherings on the weekend that 
anyone could organize and invite other 
members to come along.  Leading by 
example, Cindy sent out a message to the 
Club inviting anyone who was interested to 
meet her at the Madonna Inn parking lot on 
the last Saturday in January for a cruise 
down to Arroyo Grande and then back up 
Edna Road to Eddie’s Grill in SLO for lunch. 
Some seven cars signed on, and from all 
reports a great time was had by all. So, let 
me encourage you to follow Cindy’s lead and 
if you think you’d like to get a little “Vette-
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time” in on a weekend (or even during the 
week) and have an idea of where you could 
go, don’t hesitate to send out an email to 
the Club inviting anyone interested to join 
you. Spontaneity can be a beautiful thing, 
especially when it involves driving our 
Corvettes. 

  

RSVP (réspondez s’il 
vous plait):   A quick 
r e m i n d e r a b o u t 
something we al l 
need to work on, 
r e s p o n d i n g t o 
requests from event 

organizers about who is going to participate 
in their activity.  Basically, the phrase RSVP 
means “Please let me know,” or “Please 
respond.”  Often our events involve 
descending on a local business and the 
organizers really need an accurate head-
count to ensure that when SLO Vettes 
arrives the destination isn’t overwhelmed by 
numbers.  And while the usual request is 
something like, “Please let me know if you 
are coming,” the real question is, “Please 
let me know your plans, are you joining us 
or giving the event a pass.”  So, may I ask 
you (and myself, I’ll admit), when you 
receive a message about a SLO Vettes event 
that asks if you are planning to attend, or to 
let the organizer know if you are planning to 
attend, can we all try and answer whether 
we are or are not planning on participating 
in the event?  A simple “Yes, we’ll be 
there,” or “No, can’t make it” is all that’s 
needed.  It’s extremely helpful to the 
organizer and, ultimately, it’s just the right 
thing to do.  

The 2018 “Mystery Tour”:  
Well, your peripatetic tour planners are at it 
again. Over the last weekend of February, 

the Dallons and Surbers headed off on their 
first “exploratory” run looking at possible 
destinations for the September Mystery Tour. 
The plan is to leave the area on Friday 
morning, September 28, and return the 
following Sunday, September 30, so mark 
your calendars now to make sure you’ll be 
able to join us.  I’m pleased to report that 
we’ve found an interesting, delightful 
destination that allows us to maintain our 
commitment to the idea that our runs 
should avoid freeways whenever possible 
and seek out “Corvette” roads where we can 
enjoy our cars to their utmost.  The 
destination we’ve settled on has a lot to do 
and see, and we’ve found a restaurant for 
the traditional Saturday night dinner that 
has the outstanding cuisine our Tour 
members have come to expect. Oh, and we 
think that the first-night appetizer exchange 
dinner will have fun and exciting venue. 
We’ll be going to . . . . . , well, if I told you 
it wouldn’t be a mystery, would it?  So, stay 
tuned as we continue reporting on our 
efforts to make the weekend as carefree 
and fun as possible.  

O u r N a t i o n a l C o r v e t t e M u s e u m 
Ambassador: Just a short note here to 
mention that the National Corvette Museum 
(NCM) expects its ambassadors to work hard 
on the Museum’s behalf.  Consequently, they 
expect them to report their activities 
promoting the Museum to their respective 
clubs, and they take the work done by the 
ambassadors very seriously.  We’ve been 
blessed with an exceptionally active and 
enthused ambassador, Don Allen, and I want 
to take this occasion to remind everyone 
that whenever they do something related to 
the NCM, be it renewing a membership, 
joining for the first time, buying something 
from the Museum store, or even just visiting 
the website to investigate one of the 
Museum’s programs, please let Don know 
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because he can include this in his reports to 
the NCM on his and the Club’s activities.  

Venues and Other Things that Go “Bump” 
in the Night: At the February meeting we 
talked about possible venues for the 2018 
Christmas Party, as well as about changing 
the venue of the Monthly Meeting. We’ve 
narrowed the Christmas Party search down 
to the Madonna Inn and the Paso Robles Inn, 
with most leaning towards the former.  Our 
hope is that by our next meeting we will 
have the venue for our annual Christmas 
Party nailed down. We are also considering 
whether to host a large, multi-club event to 

commemorate the Club’s 40th Anniversary 
or have a special event just for the Club.  
We should have a decision on that by the 
March meeting, as well.  

A word about our meeting venue. Over the 
past year Board members have heard some 
thoughtful criticism about IHOP, focusing on 
the quality of the food and the quality of 
the service.  With that in mind the Board 
began looking into alternatives. The 
problem anyone looking for a venue for SLO 
Vettes runs into is that we meet on Friday 
evenings, one of the busiest days of the 
week for most restaurants, and we need a 
private room in which to eat and conduct 
our business.  In addition, whatever the 
venue it should be convenient to members 
from both north and south county, which 
means a San Luis Obispo location is by far 
the best choice. Moreover, the room in 
which we meet needs to be free or 
inexpensive (we pay nothing for the room at 
IHOP and paid $25 for the room at Margie’s 
Diner, our last “home”).  Food quality, 
service, and cost are also important 
considerations.  That is a difficult 
combination of variables to sort out, and 
thus far we’ve had no success. We asked 
Alfano Motors, SLO’s Chevrolet dealer, if we 
could use its boardroom for Club meetings, 
as so many other Corvette clubs do, but 
Alfano’s wasn’t interested.  We investigated 
The Apple Farm (where the room rent was 
$300 per meeting with a $30/person food 
charge!) and the Olive Garden (which 
doesn’t have a private space) with no luck. 
We will continue to look for a better venue 

but, as always, we could use your help. If 
you have an idea for a venue you think 
would work better than IHOP, please let me 
or anyone on the Board know and we’ll 
follow it up. Whatever, the March meeting 
will be at IHOP.  

Vintage Cowboy 
Winery Run - On 
Saturday, March 24, 
we’ll be gathering 
at the “Park & 
R i de” nea r t he 
Santa Margarita off-
ramp from Hwy 101 
at 12:30 PM and roll 

out around 12:40 PM. The Vintage Cowboy 
Winery is about 20 miles east of Santa 
Margarita and the drive should take us about 
30 minutes on county roads through some 
beautiful country. This is an event at which 
we bring the food, so think of an appetizer 
you can bring to share, along with a couple 
of chairs you can sit in. The Vintage Cowboy 
provides tables, but chair space is iffy and 
it’s hard to drink wine and hold a plate all at 
the same time. This is the third year we will 
have gone to the Vintage Cowboy, which 
reflects the warm welcome the owners have 
given us and the beauty of the drive to and 
from Pozo. 

Be safe, drive carefully, and we’ll see you 
soon.  

Russ  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From the desk of Events Central, SLO 
Vettes- events to come (and one that 
past)


I believe I can say we all had a great 
time at Ragged Point on February 
10th! Could the weather have been 
any better? I don't think it could have 
been. Warm and sunny with a 
gathering of amazing Corvettes   on 
the lawn. We shared the space with 
another club whose cars we won't 
mention. No arguments ensued.  
Lunch tasted good, must have been 
the crisp sea air. Good company, 
good drive and a good time.


March 3 is the get together and run 
to the Old Port Inn, happening as I 
type this.  Report to follow.


And, don't forget the March club 
meeting March 9th, 6:30pm at the 
IHOP on Madonna Rd in SLO


March 12 is a big event for me- it’s 
my birthday!  Hey, its a big one for 
me, why not mention it.


March 24 is our Vintage Cowboy run 
to Pozo, details were mentioned by 
Russ in this newsletter.


April 7th will see the Central Coast 
Cobras BBQ at the airport in Paso.


April 14 is our run to Solvang to the 
motorcycle museum, lunch and 
perhaps a winery 


April 19 is the Gamblers Classic


Until next time, drive safely and keep 
those batteries charged (I'v a c6, and  
it’s picky about it’s battery level of 
charge)


Cheers and Beers,

Joe
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So many amazing photos from our Ragged 
Point Run, here’s a highlight that speaks to 
the camaraderie! 
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Meeting Minutes  

February 21, 2018 

Meeting began at 6:30 p.m. Welcome to 
meeting. 

Board Attendees: Russ Surber- President, 
John Beaman- Vice President, Jan Dallons- 
Treasurer, Joe Berkman- Events, Claudia 
Berkman- Secretary.  

Club Attendees: 17 
Motion to Accept the 1/21 Event Planning 
Club Meeting Minutes found in the February 
Newsletter, with a change to reflect the 
C lub Ann i ve r sa r y Even t s ay s 40 th 
Anniversary. Motion made by Chris Patrush. 
Club voted to approve.  

TREASURER REPORT 
2017 End of Year Financial Report presented. 
Motion to Accept the 2017 Financial Report. 
Club voted to approve. Proposed 2018 
Budget presented. Motion by Sherry Vivas to 
accept the Budget for 2018. Club voted to 
approve. 

EVENTS REPORT 
February 10- Ragged Pt. Valentines Day Run. 
Club will meet at OSH Paso Robles parking 
lot at 10:30. Arrive at Hwy 1 approx. 11:10 
where others join group. 
March 3- Old Port Inn Lunch Run. Park where 
you find a spot. Plan to be there when 
venue opens at 11:30. Tip is 20%. Place will 
give 4 checks, e.g. pay by table.  
March 24- Vintage Cowboy Run to Pozo for 
3rd Year. Meet at Park & Ride, Santa 
Margarita near to 101 offramp at 12:30 p.m. 
Bring an hors d'oeuvre. 

CORVETTE MUSEUM REPORT presented by 
Don Allan 
In February, family membership is half price 
at $50. Use discount code, get from Don.  

2014 Sinkhole Update: 2 cars have been 
restored by Chervolet, 2009 ZR1 and the 
Millionth Corvette C4, both autographed 
again. They will be unveiled March 12, along 
remainder of damaged cars which are to 
remain as is.  
2018 Model Year's final report is in: with 
9,686 cars from 5 months of production. 
Insurance Information: Tell Don if interested 
or plan to buy.  
Reminder: If you join the museum, plan to 
visit or purchase something, tell Don. He 
keeps track and so continues as an 
ambassador.  

WEBSITE NEWS 
SLO Vettes Website was updated by Jon 
Dallons this week.  
All Members send a photo to Jon that shows 
the Member & Significant Other & Car.  

OLD BUSINESS 
Annual Christmas Party- possible venues 
narrowed to Madonna Inn or Paso Robles Inn. 
Club member offered to look into one of 
Morro Bay’s dinner boats as a possible 
venue. Selection tabled until March. 

Drawing 50/50. Winner Jeanne Allen. 

ADJOURN at 7:37 p.m.. Next Meeting March 
9. Location tbd. 

Submitted by Claudia Berkman, Secretary 
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MUSEUM NEWS 
     
February provided a great opportunity 
for our members to purchase Family 
Memberships at half price and join the 
over 36,000 Corvette enthusiasts who 
share our same interests and want to 
champion America’s original sports car.  
At least four of our members were able 
to take advantage of the offer and either 
join or re-up.   

Several SLO Vettes members are already 
NCM members or supporters.  Both as a 
club and as individuals, our members 
have purchased engraved bricks and 
tiles, raffle tickets, and visited the 
Museum, some on more than one 
occasion.   

You may not be aware that Carlos and 
Sherry Vivas are Museum Founding 
Members.   They stepped up with their 
donation when the Museum was nothing 
more than a dream and a field in the 
Kentucky heartland.  I would ask you to 
join me in thanking them for their vision 
and generosity.    

Thanks to all our members for your 
charitable support. 

New Exhibit 

 

A new display in the Skydome that is 
definitely worth checking out is a 1953 
Corvette that has been cut away to 
disclose the inner workings and design of 
Chevrolet’s and America’s first sports car.   
Based on chassis number 3, this unique 
car is the pride of Ed Foss and is 
completely drivable.  For the full story 
on this latest addition, please check out 
the introduction video by the Museum’s 
C u r a t o r, D e r e k M o o re a t h t t p : / /
www.corvetteblogger.com/2018/02/20/
v i d e o - 1 9 5 3 - c u t a w a y - c o r v e t t e -
cha s s i s - 0 03 -now- show ing -na t i ona l -
c o r v e t t e - m u s e u m / ?
utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=e
mail&utm_campaign=corvette_sales_new
s_lifestyle_daily_recap&utm_term=2018-
02-21 

The Final Sinkhole Car Restored  

 

Four years ago, eight Corvettes were lost 
to a sinkhole that opened up in the 
middle of the night in the Museum’s main 
showroom.  A 2009 ZR1 and the one 
millionth Corvette, a 1992 Convertible 
have already been restored by GM in 
Det ro i t .  Museum s ta f f ha s now 
completed the full restoration of a black 
1962 Corvette and returned the car to 
the exhibit alongside the other cars that 
were damaged beyond repair.    The work 
on the ’62 was performed in the 
Museum’s preservation garage with GM 
funding.  More info and photos are 
a v a i l a b l e a t h t t p : / /
w w w . c o r v e t t e m u s e u m . o r g /
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restored-1962-corvette-revealed-on-
fourth-anniversary-of-museum-sinkhole/ 

Andy Pilgrim Joins the MotorSports Park 
Staff 

Andy Pilgrim, noted race car driver and 
four-time ISMA Series Champion has 
signed on as the newest instructor at the 
NCM MotorSports Park.  The NCM Hall of 
Famer, Team Corvette, NASCAR,  and 
LeMans racer comes to work now to 
promote highway and traffic safety.  He 
will use the MotorSports Park as a stage 
to promote the work he began when he 
developed videos and classes through his 
Traffic Safety Education Foundation.  

 

Last year, AutoZone started to sponsor 
efforts at the Museum by giving deep 
discounts on parts and supplies needed 
to restore and maintain donated vehicles 

i n t h e Ve h i c l e M a i n t e n a n c e a n d 
Preservation division.  Now Sonic Tools, 
the company that provides the tools used 
by Corvette Racing, has stepped up and 
provided workstations, storage systems, 
and all the tools needed to complete the 
mission.  Sonic Tool products and 
Corvette Racing tool chests are now 
offered for sale through the Museum 
Store.  You can see the products in actual 
use when you tour the Museum or when 
you take a class at the Museum to learn 
basic and advanced auto maintenance 
tips.  The classes are offered quarterly 
and are partially funded by State Farm 
Insurance.   Check out this great 
d o n a t i o n a t h t t p : / /
www.corvettemuseum.org/autozone-
sonic-tools-help-grow-museum-vehicle-
maintenance-and-preservation-area/ 

Corvette Racing, 24 Hours of LeMans 

 

The Museum, long a champion of 
Corvette Racing, will again play host to 
s pec t a t o r s o f t h i s y ea r ’s f amou s 
endurance race held in France.  The 
opportunities are twofold; you can either 
watch the race in person or by way of an 
uninterrupted video/audio feed directly 
from the track.  Either way, the 
experience would be very exciting. 

NCM Museum In Motion (MIM) guides will 
escort a tour group during a 11-day trip 
that includes three days in Paris, 
inc luding tours of a l l the qual i ty 
attractions and historical sites, as well as 
grandstand tickets and corral tickets to 
be as close to the action as possible. 
While you won’t be able to jump on this 

�8

http://www.corvettemuseum.org/restored-1962-corvette-revealed-on-fourth-anniversary-of-museum-sinkhole/
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/autozone-sonic-tools-help-grow-museum-vehicle-maintenance-and-preservation-area/


for 2018, the LeMans Tour is expected to 
be offered again next year.  Start 
watching for it opening in late fall. 

The Museum is again one of only three 
locations outside of France to be granted 
access to a commercial free direct 
televised feed of the race.  Only offered 
in Berlin, Tokyo, and Bowling Green, the 
NCM feed will be shown on a 28 foot 
screen in the Museum’s Chevrolet 
Theater.  The experience will include live 
timing and scoring, refreshments, and 
private Skypes with the Corvette Racing 
Team.  Seating is limited and registration 
closes on June 1, 2018 or when the seats 
are sold out. 

Upcoming NCM Events 

Raffles   

   

(Don’t forget, the Museum Delivery 
Experience is included.)  For more 
information on the cars and to purchase 
t i c k e t s , g o t o : h t t p s : / /
store.corvettemuseum.org/corvette-
raffle 

Assembly Plant 

 

The production line of 2018 Corvettes is 
now complete with one of the shortest 
runs on record with only 9,686 units 
roaring out the door.  2019’s are now 
hitting the dealers.  So what does that 
mean to you?  Prices are all over the 
page.  According to industry data 
sources, it is conceivable that your 
neighborhood Chevy store might have an 
equal number of new 2017, 2018, and 
2019 Corvettes sitting on the showroom 
floor.  Incentives are out there and some 
are not readily apparent.   Flex Cash 
incentives range from $6000 to $8000 
depending on the model of ‘17s and ‘18s.  
Not much out there for ‘19s……..yet.  
C h e c k i t o u t a t :  h t t p s : / /
www.motor1.com/news/233823/chevy-
corvette-three-model-years/ 

To learn more about the Museum, 
upcoming events, exhibits, and to plan 
your next visit, please contact me 
directly or visit the NCM website at 
www.corvettemuseum.org.   
  
Respectfully submitted, 

Don Allen, SLO Vettes National Corvette 
Museum Ambassador 

2018 Long Beach 
Red Z06 

Corvette Coupe 
Raffle, Thursday, 
March 15, 2017 

at 2pm CT  
Tickets are $250 
and limited to 
1000 tickets  

2019 Black 
Corvette 

Convertible 
Raffle, Thursday, 
April 28, 2018 at 

3pm CT  
Tickets are $10 
with no limit as 

to the number of 
tickets. 
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Anniversaries 

 
   Harald & Judy Suschke - March 12


Wishing our March Wedding 
Celebrators a very Happy 

Anniversary! 

 

💐 💐 💐 


 

Birthdays 

Jon Dallons — March 7

Joe Berkman — March 12

Dave Breece — March 24

Maggie Hood — March 30


To all our March birthdays, Happy 
Birthday and many, many more! 

🎂 🎶 🎂 🎶 🎂 
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KeyFobs.  Does your Corvette have a key 
fob? We sometimes don’t think about the 
key fob battery.  This happened to me when 
I had my C6.  I was visiting Morro Bay and 
when I returned to my car after walking the 
Embarcadero, I pushed the key fob button 
and nothing happened. I walked all over the 
Embarcadero and learned that there are no 
shops selling batteries.  So as a last ditch 
effort, I went to the kite shop and the guy 
gave me the battery from his key fob. What 
a guy!  I was able to drive my car to Rite 
Aid, where I purchased a pack of batteries, 
returned to the kite shop and gave him his 
battery back and a new one as well. 

With this in mind, and from reading some 
posts online, I understand these batteries 
can last a few years, but there’s all sorts of 
comments as to how many those few years 
really are.  

I have considered replacing the key fob 
battery once a year.  OR I may keep an extra 
battery in the car or in my wallet.  I have 
learned how to get into the car when the 
key fob does not work.  Do you know?   

MORE ABOUT BATTERIES.  Here’s an article 
that was very interesting to me.  Hope you 
find it helpful too! I realize it is not just 
about Corvettes, but it is interesting to 
read. 

Long-Term Parking Can Kill Your Battery. 
Here’s the Solution  
Batteries can go completely dead if you 
leave your car parked for days. Here’s how 
to ensure it starts after extended downtime 
By Dan Neil – Wall Street Journal, September 
17, 2017 

  

While their owners are flying off to visit 
friends and family, tens of thousands of 
automobiles will be left waiting in airport 
parking lots.   Some of these travelers will 
return to discover their cars’ batteries are 
dead.  Welcome home.  Here’s a set of 
jumper cables. 

Why? Modern cars consume electricity even 
when they are seemingly dormant: GPS 
systems, proximity sensors, anti-theft 
systems, data links and automatic vehicle-
condition “polling” all draw on the battery. 
The question: How long can you leave a 
tech-heavy car parked before the battery 
dies?  

One reader of this column left his 2017 
Mercedes-Benz S550 Cabriolet at the airport 
for nine days. When he returned, the 
battery was completely dead, not even 
enough juice to activate the door locks. 

“There was no surprise at the dealership,” 
he writes. “This happens,” he was informed, 
due to “electronic activity that happens 
passively and constantly.” He was further 
advised to keep the car on a “trickle” 
charger that plugs into a wall outlet—hard 
to do at airports—or disconnect the negative 
battery terminal, which is buried in the ass-
crack of the S-Class’s rear seats. 

B e f o r e h e b o u g h t t h e B e n z , o u r 
correspondent considered purchasing a Ford 
Expedition and Toyota Sequoia SUV. Out of 
curiosity, he called the Ford dealer to ask 
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how long one could leave an Expedition 
parked before the battery died. “No more 
than five days, maybe nine if the battery is 
new,” he was told. A Toyota dealer said the 
Sequoia could go two weeks before the 
battery goes flat. 

At this point in his story, I’m reeling. First, I 
feel like an idiot for not observing this 
sooner. Of course: A Mercedes-Benz S-Class 
has more than 60 microprocessor control 
units and more than 100 motor servos. I’m 
stunned at the stationary equivalent of 
range anxiety: the fear of being stranded in 
an electric car with a dead battery. 

As for how long you can leave a car sitting, 
estimates vary. “I am in charge of a fleet of 
130 Lexus and Toyota cars,” said Leo 
Santamaria, a Toyota fleet administrator. “I 
can usually leave them outside for two to 
three weeks and the battery is fine.” Much 
depends on the battery’s condition—newer 
and bigger is always better—and the 
elements. Extreme heat and cold can dim 
the lights in a matter of days. 

“My 2006 Corvette and my 2012 Mini Cooper 
are dead after one week of sitting, as are 
my Ducati motorcycles, if not put on a 
trickle charger,” said car photographer Jim 
Gianatsis, who lives in sunny Los Angeles. 
Mr. Gianatsis’s pet peeve is that if a dry-cell 
battery is totally dead, even the most 
sophisticated chargers can’t establish the 
battery’s polarity. That means you have to 
jump a dead battery with another battery 
before connecting the smart charger.  Oy. 

Most luxury car makers offer smart battery 
chargers as standard equipment, a plug-in 
c h a r g e r t h a t b o t h m a i n t a i n s a n d 
“conditions” the inflowing current, to avoid 
overheating the battery or frying delicate 
electronics. Mercedes-Benz has a remote-
starting feature on a mobile app, allowing 
owners to start and run the engine sufficient 
to charge up the battery, though preferably 
not in an enclosed space like a garage. 

But that doesn’t solve the long-term airport-
parking-lot dilemma. Aftermarket solar 
chargers, with foldable, dashboard-sized 
photovoltaic panels, plug into cars’ 
cigarette-lighter sockets. These devices can 
help keep the car alive, provided it’s sitting 

somewhere sunning itself. However, not all 
cars’ accessory outlets remain active when 
the vehicle is in Park. And a solar charger 
cannot crank a dead battery unless attached 
to panels the size of a football field. 

Owner’s manuals sometimes recommend 
disconnecting the negative battery terminal 
(the black one!), but this operation requires 
unusual forbearance for pampered drivers. 
And depending on where the car’s 12V 
battery or batteries are—the S-Class has 
two, under the rear seats—it may be nearly 
impossible. 

The worst-case scenarios are grim. If the 
roadside-assistance truck can’t get it going 
again, the car will have to be dragged on 
locked wheels up a flatbed trailer and 
unloaded at the service center the same 
way. And if a lead-acid battery is repeatedly 
exhausted, it will no longer hold a charge. It 
will brick. 

So be kind to batteries, and be prepared. 
You have three options: the aforementioned 
jumper cables, which typically cost under 
$20; a portable jump starter or battery 
booster, like the Cobra Jumpack CPP 7500 
($150, cobra.com), which are small enough 
to fit in a glovebox; or a plug-in trickle 
charger/conditioner that maintains optimal 
battery charge while the car is parked, such 
a s a C T E K M U S 4 . 3 ( $ 1 2 0 , 
smartercharger.com). 

Appeared in the September 16, 2017, print 
edition as 'Drivers, Take Charge.'  
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