
MISCELLANEOUS RAMBLINGS 
I’m excited as I write this because I’m 
thinking of the May meeting and the 23 
members who almost filled all the chairs in 
the room.  There is a synergy that comes 
with that kind of attendance and it was 
certainly there that Friday night.  I am not one 
to carry coals to Newcastle and so have not 
hit hard on attending the club’s monthly 
meetings, but the truth is that one of the 
responsibilities of club membership, any club 
for that matter, is that you attend the regularly 
scheduled meetings.  A couple of months ago 
a prospective new member was at a meeting 
and he couldn’t have been impressed by the 
sparsity of members.  Needless to say, he 
hasn’t submitted his application form, which 
is both sad and not surprising.  

I wish he had been there on the 11th!  We had 
excellent reports on the Solvang Run and the 
Bakersfield Club’s Run to Laughlin, heard 
another terrific presentation from Don Allan 
on activities at the National Corvette 
Museum, and then listened as Doug and 
Denise Williamson regaled us with their story 
of “The Great Explosion!” or, if you prefer, 
“The Incident at Mile Post 12.”  In a very 
condensed version, the Williamsons were 
coming back from Laughlin when around 
Needles, Denise asked Doug if he heard a 
“clicking” sound.  Doug didn’t and on they 
went, running at a safe and sane 75 on I-40.  

And then, they reached Mile Post 12, East of 
Barstow.  Doug had pulled into the center 
lane to pass a truck when that little clicking 
sound quickly became the sound of a rocker 
arm going off to where all bad rocker arms 
eventually go. He said that the car was 
shaking violently when he pulled back into 
the slow lane, put on his emergency lights 
and pressed ahead for Barstow.  With an 
outside temperature of 104, neither Doug nor 
Denise wanted to spend several hours at the 
side of the road waiting for a tow truck.  It 
only got better (or worse, depending on 
whether you were telling the story or listening 
to it) from there, but you can ask the 
Williamson’s about it at the next meeting.

What did come of it of wider interest to the 
club, and especially to C7 owners, is that the 
catastrophic engine failure rate on earlier 
Corvette engines has been somewhere 
around 10 percent, while on the engines in 
2016-17 C7’s it is slightly over 40 percent at 
about 6,000 miles (which is exactly where the 
Williamson’s car was).  Doug believes, (as do 
I and as did virtually every loyal Corvette 
owner at the meeting), that Chevrolet owes 
him a new engine instead of one that is only 
partially repaired; (they put on a new cylinder 
head with all the appropriate gear and left it 
at that).  Several of us had read about a 
“problem” with some C7 engines but this was 
the first time I believe any of us had heard 
the story straight from the lips of one of the 
victims and it is worrisome that Chevrolet 
seems to be following the same path Porsche 
did with the flawed engines it put in its Boxter 
models at the end of the ‘90’s, denial and 
aloofness.  We’ll all be following Doug and 
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Denise’s story as he goes back to the original 
dealer to seek a solution.

Jan Dallons announced that after an 
exchange of correspondence with the 
organizers of the Cayucos 4th of July Parade 
protesting the decision to punish all of the car 
clubs that participate because of the bad 
behavior of one club last year, we are on 
again for 2018.  Participation will be limited to 
ten cars, so let Jan know if you have an 
interest.  Remember, we will also have a 
presence at the Templeton 4th of July Parade 
and you can choose which event you’d prefer 
to attend.

Jon Dallons took the occasion of the meeting 
to pass out a flyer for the September 2018 
version of the annual Mystery Tour.  As in the 
past, we’ve capped participation at 15 cars, 
so you may want to make sure you don’t get 
left at the starting line this year as we roll out 
of the Shandon Rest Stop headed for . . . , 
well, if I told you where, it wouldn’t be a 
Mystery Tour, would it?  The cost this year is 
$575 per car, which provides its driver and 
passenger lunch on Friday, a plated dinner 
on Saturday evening, two nights in 
comfortable lodgings, breakfast Saturday and 
Sunday (and wait until you see the pancake 
machine!), plus the traditional heavy 
appetizer dinner Friday night at a very special 
location.  And, don’t forget the Scavenger 
Hunt!  If you’ve been on one of these tours 
you know how much fun they are.  If you 
haven’t, talk to someone who has and you’ll 
see it is a grand adventure and great fun.  A 
$250 deposit at the time you submit your 
application is required to secure you a place 
on the Tour.  Join us and become part of “The 
Tradition!”

And, speaking of Jon Dallons, if you haven’t 
visited the website recently do so now.  Jon 
has updated the graphics and they are 
stunning.  I’ve visited a number of Corvette 
club websites over the past several years 

and we are, in my judgment, one of the very 
best.  Well done, Jon!

Finally, a word about the newsletter 
editorship.  As you may have seen, Cindy 
Tully has resigned that post and we are 
looking for someone to take up the reins.  
Jon Dallons has graciously agreed to fill-in on 
a temporary basis until a new editor steps 
forward.  The job requires some computer 
skills and a good sense of imagination.  It can 
be frustrating, but it can also be great fun, 
and I urge everyone to at least consider 
taking on this important task.  Cindy, I should 
add, stepped in to the job under similar 
circumstances and with little notice did a 
marvelous job.  

Drive safe, keep smiling, and we’ll see you in 
June if not before.

Russ    rdsurber@charter.net

SLO VETTES CLUB MEETING 
Location: IHOP San Luis Obispo 

May 11, 2018 

Meeting began at 6:30 p.m. Welcome 
to meeting by Russ Surber. 

Board Attendees: Russ Surber- 
President, John Beaman- Vice 
President, Jan Dallons- Treasurer, Joe 
Berkman- Events, Claudia Berkman- 
Secretary. 
Club Attendees: 23 
Motion to Accept the 4/13 Club 
Meeting Minutes as written and 
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published in the May Newsletter. John 
Beaman 1st, Joe Berkman 2nd. Club 
voted to approve.  

TREASURER REPORT - Jan Dallons 
4/13 to 5/11 income $17, expenses 
$22.63 for net income $-5.63. 
Year to Date income $2,145.50, 
expenses $988.92 for net income 
$1,156.58.  
Motion to Accept the current month's 
and the Year to Date Treasurer 
Reports- Denise Suber 1st, John 
Beaman 2nd. Club voted to approve. 

EVENTS REPORT - Joe Berkman 
April 14th Solvang Drive was a huge 
success. Cars followed a meandering 
route to Figueroa Mtn Brewery for 
lunch. Then to the Solvang Vintage 
Motorcycle Museum. 
April 19th Gamblers Classic by the 
Corvettes of Bakersfield to Laughlin, 
NV, was a fun event with Sonoma 
County Corvette Club in the lead. 
Dining, dancing & a fun run to Lake 
Havasu; also a poker run with awards 
and give-aways. 
Upcoming events 
May 12th to Estrella Warbirds Museum 
in Paso Robles. Meet at OSH in Paso, 
10:30 a.m. 
July 4th Cayucos Parade in 2018 will 
accept entry of just two groups of 5 
cars. SLO Vettes Club members 
wanting to participate will be '1st 
come, 1st serve'. SLO Vettes sent 
letter to parade organizers expressing 
that more than ten Club cars will 
want to participate, but this year 
maximum is 5 cars in a row. Theme is 
Hip Hip Hooray for America's Parade. 
If Club has more than 10 cars wanting 

to enter, they will overflow to 
Templeton's Parade. 
Sept. 28-30 SLO Vettes Club Mystery 
Tour. Event's cost is $575 with deposit 
of $250 encouraged to be paid now as 
it will hold a spot because they are 
limited. 

CORVETTE MUSEUM REPORT - Don 
Allan 
Fast Facts: Biggest money-maker for 
museum was $4.7 mil raised by 
Corvette Raffle. 
Indy 500 2018 will be paced with a 
Corvette.  
ZR1 top speed is 208 mph with top 
up.  
Sink Hole: A video showing Corvettes 
lifted from the hole is out on the 
History Channel, as well as available 
for viewing on the Museum website. 

WEBSITE - Jon Dallons 
Mystery Tour flyer is now on the 
Club's website, located on the Events 
page. 

SUNSHINE 
One birthday and one anniversary in 
May celebrated by SLO Vettes 
members. 

MERCHANDISE - Valerie Cochran 
Variety of logo clothing is available. 
Contact Valerie to purchase. 

OLD BUSINESS 
None 

NEW BUSINESS 
Newsletter: Cindy Tully resigned from 
SLO Vettes Editor position. It 
currently remains open with the Club 
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needing it to be filled. If interested 
in putting together the monthly 
newsletter, please contact Russ 
Suber. In the interim, Jon Dallons will 
do it.  

Drawing 50/50 won by Mike Nemec. 

ADJOURN at 7:49 p.m. Next Meeting 
will be again at IHOP in SLO June 8, 
6:30 p.m.  

Submitted by your Secretary 

 Claudia Berkman 

4wheels4c@gmail.com 
 

WINGS AND WHEELS
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From the SLOvettes event desk:

To review, May 12th was the Wings and 
Wheels event at the Paso Robles Estrella 
Warbirds Museum and Woodland Auto 
Display. Wonder of wonders the weather: 
perfect, just right, neither too cool or too 
hot. Hundreds of cars to peruse, take 
pictures of and talk to the owners. 
Warbirds on display made  the perfect 
setting for many of the incredible cars 
taking part in the event. The swap was 
filled with parts that I'm sure someone 

has probably looked long and hard for. 
Parts, new and old, big and small from 
tiny fasteners to larger assemblies- if you 
needed it - well it was most likely there. 
This event is great fun, make plans to 
attend next year.
May 31st, is the Monterey Coast Corvette 
Cruise. From what I'v heard its a great 
time to mingle with fellow Corvette 
enthusiasts. The 17 Mile Drive, as 
picturesque as ever even more so with a 
line of Corvettes to spice up the drive. 
Good food, good company, great drive in 
an area folks from around the world come 
to see. From what Russ has reported, 
this year is sold out. But stay tuned for 
2019 when the alternate event will be 
held by the Lake Tahoe Corvette Club at 
Stateline Nevada.
http://www.laketahoecorvetteclub.org/
The second Friday of the month is our 
club meeting. June 8th at 6:30pm at the 
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iHop on Madonna Road. Get there early, 
order dinner (or a late breakfast). All are 
welcome - if you are not yet a member 
but have an interest in Corvettes or have 
a Corvette it is the perfect time to learn 
about our c lub and our favor i te 
automobile.
Looking forward to July, Independence 
Day comes around and parades in both 
Templeton and Cayucos are the perfect 
time to take part with our Corvettes being  
the attraction in each parade. And as if 
that is not exciting enough, the BBQ that 
follows at the Dallons really makes the 
day a special event. Details to follow in 
the next few weeks.
That is the event report for May/June 
2018

Cheers and Beers,

Joe Berkman  pinesandoaks@gmail.com

Birthdays for June  🎂 🎂 🎂

Karen Hartman.................4
Judy Suschke...................9
Judy Morris.....................15
Denise Surber.................18
 
Anniversaries for June 💐 💐 💐

Dave & Deb Breece............6
Russ & Denise Surber........18
Floyd & Lyn Owens............24

Deb Breece        nanascloset@icloud.com
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Museum News 

24 Hours of LeMans, June 16-17, 2018 

 

Besides being a great weekend for Corvette Racing at the famed 24 hours of LeMans in 
France, it is also a feature-filled time for the Museum.  The NCM tour guides 
accompany a group to France for a week of site seeing in Paris and Normandy and 
culminating with inside access to the all the events at the historic Le Circuit de la 
Sarthe racetrack.   

Back home in Bowling Green, the NCM, through a special agreement with the track, 
will be one of only three locations outside of France (and the only location in North 
and South America) to provide a commercial free, direct feed of the race.  The 
Museum features a 28-foot giant screen with live timing equipment in its Chevrolet 
Theater.  They even set aside an area for viewers to spread out their sleeping bags for 
the all-night stay.  Let’s all cheer for Corvette Racing! 

Michelin NCM Bash Recap, Videos 
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On April 26-28, 2018, the Bash kicked off the Museum’s event season.  The Bash has 
always served as the rollout of the newest Corvette models along with an army of 
Corvette designers and engineers to explain how the newest technology and features 
can work for you.  Attendees enjoyed lots of seminars, classroom sessions, road tours, 
car shows, and of course, Corvette camaraderie.   

Saturday Q&A with the Production Team 

There was a final walk-through of 2019 Corvette models by members of the Corvette 
production team.  Corvette Chief Engineer Tadge Juechter was joined with Harlan 
Charles, Corvette/Camaro Product Manager and Corvette Assembly Plant Director Kai 
Spande for one last question and answer session with Corvette enthusiasts. 

Taking place outside in the open area in front of the Museum, the team first gave a 
brief description of all the models on display and the available options.  Then they 
took questions from attendees.  The sound is sometime difficult to understand as the 
camera person is also recording the speakers while visitors are mingling around. 

Several topics were covered but many revolved around the features of the ZR1 and 
possible future options for the car. 

• Does it have the 1-4 skip shift?  (yes) 
• Will they make the Corvette driverless or have driver-assist technology?  

(Probably not.  You buy a Corvette to drive it.) 
• Active cruise control?  (No.  When you program it to have enough space between 

you and the car you are following to keep the attorneys happy, someone will 
pull in front of you and slow you down.  They don’t want you to keep going 
backwards.) 

• Blind side monitoring?  (Probably not although it would be nice.  No room for the 
sensors with the massive brake cooling ducts in the way.) 

• Screens in the front duct openings to keep out road debris?  (No.  That would 
restrict cooling.  Maybe an after-market option for cars that are not tracked.) 

• When will production end for the 2019 model?  (Maybe to find out when the 2020 
mid-engine car will be released?)  The answer was when the 2020 run starts.  ☺ 

• And more….. 

For the whole video, go to:  http://www.corvetteblogger.com/2018/05/10/video-
corvette-production-team-answers-questions-2018-ncm-bash/ 
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Museum Expansion Plans 

The Board of Directors met during the Bash and plans to expand the Museum were 
discussed.   The goal is to add additional office space and exhibit space and to 
renovate and remodel other areas.  The Board also approved construction of a 12,000 
square foot warehouse to store both vehicles and artifacts.  Once the final plan is 
complete, construction is expected to begin in 2021. 

The Motorsports Park operation is also being expanded.  An additional 205 acres is 
being purchased next to the track resulting in a total of 425 acres.  A 30,000 square 
foot building is planned for the 10 acre parcel in front of the track and will be called 
the Motorsports Business Park.  Buildings could be added depending on demand.   

The long-term garage at the Motorsports Park is 80% leased and a second garage is 
being built now.  Current infrastructure will support six garages and construction will 
be based on demand.   
The go cart facility at the Park is adding junior carts and a 2-seater cart to be more 
family friendly.  They are also considering condos for the Motorsports Park and will be 
naming those Autominiums.   

Attendance 

Attendance for 2017 was 228,744 at the Museum (a slight increase) and another 60,840 
at the Motorsports Park.  Total revenue after expenses for the Museum was $2.4 million 
($1.7 admissions, $1.1 membership and brick sales).  And how about those raffle 
tickets I keep promoting.  Well, it appears that ticket sales are some of the largest 
revenue sources for the Museum as they accounted for $4.7 million in income. 

Read more on the Bash later in this article.  

New Exhibits 

Louis to LeMans:  The History of Chevrolet Racing 

Beginning in June, the Museum’s Exhibit Hall will once again be transformed to feature 
a special themed display. For a period of about seven months, that theme is Chevrolet 
racing history. 
The story of Chevrolet racing will be told from the early days of Louis Chevrolet as a 
racing driver for Buick, through the AMA ban on racing, to Chevrolet Racing’s 
involvement in NASCAR, to the Le Mans winning Corvettes. Significant stories will be 
told through the display of various cars and artifacts, from engines including one from 
a C5-R, and a fuel injection cutaway, to race suits, trophies from various races and 

�10



more.  While plans are still in the works, several exciting cars have already been 
secured for display.  Some Corvette race cars that won Le Mans will also be featured. 

Here are a couple of examples: 

  
 

One of only two, the 1910 Buick Bug that Louis Chevrolet drove at Indy at a top speed 
of 105 MPH will be displayed.   

Also featured will be an otherwise ordinary two-door sedan delivered to racing teams 
with factory fuel injection designed by Zora Arkus-Duntov.  It became known as the 
Black Widow because of the fear it instilled in their competitors and the respect it 
commanded by those in the know.  Only 12 were built. 

Upcoming NCM Events 

Raffles     

(Don’t forget, the Museum Delivery Experience is included.)  For more information on 
the cars and to purchase tickets, go to: https://store.corvettemuseum.org/corvette-
raffle 
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Assembly Plant and Corvette Info 

What’s-New for 2019 Seminar 

Held during the NCM Bash, this seminar was hosted by Corvette Chief Engineer Tadge 
Juechter and Corvette Product Manager Harlan Charles.  

A total of 7,070 Corvettes have already been produced for the 2019 model year.  The 
Grand Sport led the way with 36% (2,521), followed by Stingray at 30% (2,117), Z06 at 
24% (1,686) and finally ZR1 at 10% (746). *These numbers include cars that have been 
built as well as those orders that have been accepted and scheduled for production. 

Some of the interesting facts about the ZR1 include that 78% have an automatic 
transmission, 37% are the Sebring Orange Design Package, and 69% of production/
orders include the high-performance (high wing) ZTK package. 

Arctic White, Black, and Watkins Glen Gray were the top three exterior colors with the 
new Sebring Orange coming in 5th out of 10 colors with 12% of production.  Jet Black 
was the top interior with 68% while Spice Red was last at just 1% of all 2019s. 

2019 Black Corvette Coupe Raffle, 
Thursday, June 7 at 2pm CT  

Tickets are $100 and limited to 1500 
tickets  

2019 Arctic White Grand Sport 
Convertible Raffle, Thursday, June 

21 at 2pm CT  
Tickets are $200 and limited to 1000 

tickets 

2019 Torch Red Convertible Raffle, 
Saturday, September 1, 2018 at 

3pm CT 
Tickets are $10 and no limited as the 

to number of tickets  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The 2019 model year was essentially a roll-over of 2018 but there were a couple of 
updates.  
All 2019 models now are factory filled with Mobil 10W-40 motor oil. The new 
0(zero)W-40 allows owners to drive on the street or track without changing oils.  All 
Corvettes back to the 2014 model year can use the new blend. 

The Corvette Assembly Plant also restarted the Engine Build Experience for LT4/LT5 
engines. Depending on interest, this special program may be going away sometime this 
summer. 

During the Q&A portion, the question came up about why the worldwide reveal was 
held in Dubai?  Tadge Juechter answered by saying, “In the middle east, there are a lot 
of rich people there and its becoming a bigger and bigger part of our market and could 
be much bigger. The customers there are a lot like you guys, except about 30 years 
younger.”  That comment drew laughs from the crowd. 

For a complete video of the seminar including a 40 minute Q&A, go to:  http://
www.corvetteblogger.com/2018/04/30/video-whats-new-2019-corvette-seminar-ncm-
bash/ 

Corvette Assembly Plant Update by Plant Manager Kai Spande 

 

Also featured during the Bash was a seminar provided by Plant Manager, Kai Spande to 
provide attendees with an update on the assembly plant.  Since no tours will be 
provided until 2019, this seminar was one of the most popular of the Bash.  He talked 
about several new processes, new equipment, the engine build option, and showed 
several videos.  

One interesting comment was made regarding the new Cadillac twin-turbo V-8 engine.  
Kai said the Performance Build Center will build the engine because the engine has 
over 500 HP.  The center will build all GM engines with over 500 HP because they 
specialize in “very niche engines.” 

To view a full video of Kai’s presentation and a Q&A from the audience, go to:  http://
www.corvetteblogger.com/2018/05/01/video-kai-spande-delivers-corvette-assembly-
plant-update-2018-ncm-bash/?
utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=corvette_sales_news_lifes
tyle_daily_recap&utm_term=2018-05-01 
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To learn more about the Museum, upcoming events, exhibits, and to plan your next 
visit, please contact me directly or visit the NCM website at www.corvettemuseum.org.   
  
Respectfully submitted, 

Don Allen, SLO Vettes National Corvette Museum Ambassador   don.allen318@gmail.com 

4TH OF JULY NOTICE:     Templeton and Cayucos parades. 

As we have done for the last couple of years, we will be meeting at the Dallons after 
the parades for a BBQ, relaxation and if you are so inclined, watch the fireworks that 
evening from the deck.   Since this event is still over a month away, we will be sending 
out a flier with information for the day later in the month.  

Also, if your desire is to participate in the Cayucos parade, please contact Jan Dallons 
ASAP as there is only 10 spots available.  Her cell number is  712-1111   The Templeton 
parade is open to all and no RSVP is required.     

==================================== 
The Funniest Staff Meeting Ever! 

The boss of a Madison Avenue advertising agency 
called a spontaneous staff meeting in the middle of a 
particularly stressful week.  
When everyone gathered, the boss, who understood 
the benefits of having fun, told the burnt out staff the 
purpose of the meeting was to have a quick contest. 
The theme: Advertising slogans. The only rule was they 
had to use past ad slogans, originally written for other 
products that captured the essence of subject product.  
Slight variations were acceptable. 

About 7 minutes later, they turned in their suggestions 
and created a list… With all the laughter and 
camaraderie, the rest of the week went very well for 
everyone! What product were they working on?  

==================================== 

The top choices were: 

*       Whaazzzz up! 

*       Like a rock! 

*      When it absolutely, positively has to be there overnight. 

*       Be all that you can be. 

*       Reach out and touch someone. 

*       Strong enough for a man, but made for a woman. 

*      Home of the whopper! 

*      We bring good things to Life!
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