
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
RAMBLINGS 

I am typing this on the first day of what 
Denise and I are calling “Hell Week” 
when, for the next five days, the North 
County will experience triple-digit 
temperatures and higher than normal 
humidity.  The humidity thing is really a 
red herring in the sense that, until 
you’ve lived through a summer in the 
Mid-West or on the East Coast, you have 
no idea of what “real” humidity is like.  
Washington, D.C. would regularly 
produce days with the temperature and 
humidity level above 95.  That is true 
humidity!  Of course, it’s Mid-State Fair 
time so the high temperatures shouldn’t 
surprise us but it’s still not going to be a 
fun week. 

We had four potential members attend 
the July meeting, three of whom filled 
out membership applications during the 
meeting.  Believe it or not, these folk 
were recruited during the Cayucos 
Parade when they ran up to our car and 
asked about joining.  We’ve said that 
part ic ipating in events l ike the 

Templeton and Cayucos parades can help 
get the club’s name before the public, 
and this is an example of what we 
meant. 

And, speaking of parades, I’m bursting 
at the buttons with pride over the 
turnout the club gave Templeton and 
Cayucos on the Fourth of July.  We had 
six cars in Templeton, one of which 
carried Miss San Luis Obispo County, all 
decorated to the nines.  A big tip of the 
hat to VP John Beaman for organizing 
the Templeton contingent.  Over the hill 
in Cayucos, we had eight cars on the 
ground and like those in Templeton, the 
Cayucos gang had the best decorated 
cars in the parade.  Dave & Deb Breece 
brought with them a menagerie of 
stuffed animals that decorated the trunk 
of their beautiful roadster and in 
keeping with the spirit of the holiday, 
had a donkey on one outside mirror (the 
left side, of course) and an elephant on 
the other (the right), showing their 
genuine non-partisan spirit.  Another tip 
of the hat to Jan Dallons for organizing 
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our participation.  After the parade, 
most of us adjourned to the Dallons’ 
beautiful home high above Cambria and 
Cayucos for a barbecue and some 
partying.  A few of us brave souls stuck 
around until 9:00 PM to watch the 
fireworks from Cayucos and Cambria, 
though we had to wrap ourselves in 
blankets because of the cold west wind.  
As was the case last year, we were all in 
agreement that Cayucos’ display was far 
superior to Cambria’s, though both were 
terrific and provided a perfect and 
appropriate end to our nation’s birthday 
celebration.  Thank you, Jon & Jan, for 
again opening your beautiful home to 
the club. 

August will see us turning out on Friday, 
August 17th, for the annual “Hot El 
Camino Nite” cruise and barbecue.  As is 
the tradition, Gary Pederson, owner of 
the El Camino Car Wash, has invited us 
to use his premises for our barbecue.  
This gives us a near-prefect location to 

watch the cars, have our barbecue and 
rest between spins out onto El Camino.  
If you want to participate in the 
“cruising”, you need to sign up with the 
city of Atascadero.  VP John Beaman 
brought application forms to the July 
meeting and I’m sure some of you have 
already paid your money and have your 
pass.  For everyone else, Jon has put a 
copy of the application in the back of 
the newsletter.  Just follow the 
instructions on the application and your 
car will be allowed to cruise.  I strongly 
recommend that you get the pass and 
make at least one circuit of El Camino.  
It’s loads of fun and it gives you an idea 
of the huge crowds that come out to see 
the event.  Because the car wash 
remains open until 5:30 PM on Friday, 
you should plan to be at the site by 5:00 
PM to ensure that you get in before the 
police close the road.  You can park in 
the street in front of the car wash until 
it closes.  At the August meeting, Jan 
Dallons will be asking members to sign 
up to bring salads and desserts.  A 
burger, french fries and drink will cost 
you $5.00. 

In case you haven’t seen the video of 
Volkswagen’s entry in this year’s Pike’s 
Peak Hill Climb. 
  
h t t p s : / / w w w. e n g a d g e t . c o m /
2018/07/07/watch-vw-ev-pikes-peak-
record-setting-run/ 

It’s a video of the entire drive up the hill 
and the car in question is a VW 
experimental vehicle, all-electric, that 
broke the magic 8-minute barrier for the 
climb.  Listen to the sound; it’s almost 
eerie. And, notice how the driver is 
braking with his right foot rather than 
his left, as is common today in most 
racing.  The driver explained that by 
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using his right foot he maximized the 
recharging and avoided pushing down on 
the brake and throttle at the same time.  
Electric motors provide instant torque, 
perfect for a road climb course, as well 
as massive motor braking; also a nice 
addition in hill climbs.  But, before you 
begin to think that perhaps Corvette 
should consider “going electric,” 
remember that by the time the VW got 
to the top of Pike’s Peak it had just 
about exhausted it’s battery’s charge.  
Still, an awesome performance, by any 
measure. 

Finally, this is a last call for members 
interested in make the Mystery Tour this 
year.  We’d love to have a couple more 
cars join us for the drive to . . . . , bet 
you thought I was going to tell you 
where we’re going, didn’t you?  Anyway, 
we’ll have to cut off participation by the 
end of August so if you’ve thought about 
it at all, now is the time to move.  You 
won’t regret the decision. 

See you Friday, August 10th at the IHOP 
for the August meeting.  We had another 
good turnout in July and would like to 
see even more members attend this 
month.  

Stay safe, have fun, 

Russ          rdsurber@charter.net 

SLO VETTES CLUB MEETING 
Location: IHOP San Luis Obispo 

July 13, 2018 

Meeting began at 6:30 p.m. Welcome to 
meeting by Russ Surber. 

Board At tendees : Rus s Su rber - 
President, John Beaman- Vice President, 
Jan Dallons- Treasurer, Joe Berkman- 
Events, Claudia Berkman- Secretary. 
Club Attendees: 16 plus 4 guests, 3 
became members at the meeting.  

Reminder by Russ Suber for SLO Vettes 
Club members to email a photo showing 
you with your car, to Jon Dallons for the 
SLO Vettes website 'member' section.  

C7 REPORT by Chuck Varela 
For cars after 2014, with the 2015 
transmission and having automatic shift, 
take note. When traveling along, Chuck 
felt a vibration and thought it was the 
tires but it wasn't. There is a service 
bulletin for up to 20,000 miles. The 
transmission can get out of balance due 
to dirty oil. If that happens to your car, 
he recommends to get it serviced. There 
are posts about this on You Tube.  

VICE PRESIDENT - John Beaman 
Introduction of the 4 guests. One from 
Paso Robles with a blue Corvette. The 
three others from Cayucos; among the 
three there are two white Sting Rays. 

Motion by Russ Suber to Accept the June 
8 Club Meeting Minutes as published in 
the July Newsletter. John Beaman 1st, 
Ron Berkel 2nd. Club voted to approve.  

TREASURER REPORT - Jan Dallons 
6/8 to 7/13 income $123.50, expenses 
$12.00 for net income $110.50. 
Year to Date income $2,297.00, expenses 
$1,162.32 for net income $1,134.68.  
Motion by Russ Suber to Accept the 
current month's and the Year to Date 
Treasurer Reports- Chuck Varela 1st, 
Denise Suber 2nd. Club voted to 
approve. 
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EVENTS REPORT - Joe Berkman 
July 4th the SLO Vettes participated in 
both the Cayucos Parade with 8 cars and 
Templeton Parade with 6 cars. All the 
SLO Vettes cars were decorated in red, 
white and blue colors. Later in the 
afternoon, the Dallons held a bbq at 
their home with some staying to watch 
the Cambria and Cayucos fireworks. 

August 17th Hot El Camino Nights in 
Atascadero. Arrive at 5 p.m. at the car 
wash with folding chairs to watch the 
cars go by. There will be a SLO Vettes 
Club bbq for $5. 

September 28-30 The annual Mystery 
Tour will take place. Commitments are 
needed to ensure the block of rooms for 
those going. Send your down payment of 
$250 to the Dallons. Total cost is $575 
which pays for two nights at the hotel, 
lunch Friday, breakfast both mornings, a 
plated dinner Saturday night, two event 
t-shirts and participation in the 
scavenger hunt.  

CORVETTE MUSEUM REPORT - Don Allen 
Exhibit in Rotation: The current display 
is dedicated to Chevrolet racing and will 
continue to January 2019.  
Moore Mondays The Museum Curator gets 
the displays for the museum. He does a 
You Tube show on Mondays about them.  

NEWSLETTER & WEBSITE - Jon Dallons 
SLO Vettes website has photos from the 
recent Monterey trip and from the 4th of 
July events.  

SUNSHINE - Deb Breece 
Birthdays and Anniversaries in July 
celebrated by SLO Vettes members were 
announced. 

OLD BUSINESS 
None 

NEW BUSINESS 
Next meeting there will be a sign-up for 
dessert and salads, for the August 17 Hot 
El Camino Nights.  

Drawing 50/50 won by Jon Dallons  

ADJOURN at 7:33 p.m. Next Meeting will 
be again at IHOP in SLO August 10, 6:30 
p.m.  

Submitted by C laudia Berkman, 
Secretary      4wheels4c@gmail.com 

 

ANNIVERSARIES & BIRTHDAYS LIST 
AUGUST 2018 

Birthdays 

Randy Huhn        3    

Russ Surber         4    

Valerie Cochran   5 

Doug Williamson  5   

Rich Rolson        13    

Zan Varela          28    

Anniversaries 

Joe & Claudia Berkman   

Charles & Gabrielle Shearon 21 

Rex & Georgia Ott  31 

Deb Breece    nanascloset@icloud.com    
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Museum News 

 

Chevrolet Racing: Louis to Le 
Mans Runs Through January, 
2019 

The National Corvette Museum’s Exhibit Hall 
has been transformed to feature a special 
themed exhibit. The story of Chevrolet racing 
is told from the early days of Louis Chevrolet 
as a racing driver for Buick, through the AMA 
b a n o n r a c i n g , C h e v r o l e t R a c i n g ’s 
involvement in NASCAR, and the Le Mans 
winning Corvettes. Significant stories are told 
through the display of various cars and 
artifacts, from engines including one from a 
C5-R, and a fuel injection cutaway, to race 
suits, trophies from various races and more. 

“The idea of the exhibit started with 
Corvette’s success at Le Mans over the last 
few years, and with the recent heyday of 
how well Corvette Racing is doing, I wanted 
to look at how Chevrolet wound up at this 
point,” said Derek E. Moore, Curator at the 
National Corvette Museum.  “Really, the way 
to do that was to start all the way back with 
Louis Chevrolet and his success as a race car 
driver. Chevrolet is born out of the early days 
of Buick racing with Louis Chevrolet driving, 
so, we started with Corvette Racing’s success 
and backed it up to the roots of Buick and 
what Louis Chevrolet was doing driving for 
them.” 

 

Highlights of the exhibit include a 1909 Buick 
Model 16 Indy Racecar, 1910 Buick Bug, 1915 
Cornelian, 1957 Chevrolet “Black Widow” 
NASCAR (pictured above), 1983 Monte Carlo 
SS ‘Pepsi Challenger’ NASCAR, 1989 ZR1 24-
Hour World Record Corvette, 1997 Chevrolet 
C5.R Homologation car, 1997 Monte Carlo 
chrome-wrapped NASCAR, C6.R GT1 Test Car 
and 2010 Chevrolet Cruze WTCC Race Car. 

“With the early Louis Chevrolet driven cars, 
it was a matter of knowing what cars were 
still in existence and then asking to borrow 
those. Especially the pivotal cars from the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway even before the 
famed Indy 500 existed,” said Moore. 

Moore says that while each car played an 
important role in Chevrolet’s racing history; 
they also each have a side story that makes 
the exhibit have layers of interesting history. 

 

“I used information from Chevrolet’s press 
releases throughout history and looked at 
significant stories of people who connected 
to that. Like the re-introduction of Chevrolet 
to NASCAR in 1983 with the Monte Carlo. We 
looked for a really cool story around that 
time which led us to Darrell Waltrip and the 
Pepsi Challenger car. Then there’s the “Black 
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Widow” – an awesome car, but the story on 
top of that is that the “Black Widows” were 
the cars that led to the ban on fuel injection 
in NASCAR.” 

The ’Chevrolet Racing: Louis to Le Mans’ 
exhibit runs through January 4, 2019. 

Newest Museum Delivery and Museum 
Experience Options  

Check out the latest ways you and your 
Corvette can get the most out of the National 
Corvette Museum.  My personal favorite is 
the NCM Experience.  Maybe enjoy it when 
we do the 2019 National Caravan? 

Museum Delivery – RPO: R8C - $990 

Museum Delivery is picking up one’s Corvette 
as a finished product at the NCM. The car will 
already be built and on display at the 
Museum. Customers are provided a thorough 
hands-on orientation, tour of the Museum, 
membership to the Museum, commemorative 
wall plaque and gold decal, as well as the 
opportunity to purchase exclusive R8C 
apparel. Deliveries can be viewed via our live 
webcams. 

Build Your Own Engine – RPO: PBC - $5,000 
 
Assemble the 650-hp supercharged LT4 engine 
for your Z06 or the 755-hp LT5 engine for 
your ZR1 at the new Performance Build 
Center inside the Bowling Green Assembly 
Plant. Customers spend a full day with a 
Performance Build Center engine assembly 
technician who instructs and oversees the 
build. Customers receive a personalized 
engine plaque and poster, CD of photos, 
piston trophy, and a Build Your Own Engine 
Polo and Z06/ZR1 cap. 

NCM Experience - $500 

The NCM Experience offers a day in the 
spotlight with your Corvette. The Corvette 
receives an exterior cleaning and is placed on 
display on Corvette Boulevard. Customers are 
provided a tour of the Museum, membership 
to the Museum, commemorative wall plaque 
and silver decal, as well as the opportunity 
to purchase exclusive Experience apparel. 
Experiences can be viewed via our live 
webcams. Addit ional ly, customers wi l l 
receive a dealer brochure and Flint brick. 

Corvette Personalized Plate Package - $400 
 
This special package includes a personalized 
dah plaque for your C7 Corvette, and a 
second plate which is mounted in a 8.25″ x 
5.25″ gunmetal frame with black and red 
matte. The package also comes with your 
choice of a two-year individual Museum 
membership or one-year family Museum 
membership. Available for Stingray, Grand 
Sport, Z06 and ZR1 models. 
*Ra incheck on P l an t tou r s f o r tho se 
participating in Museum Delivery or the NCM 
Experience during the downtime. Plant tours 
are expected to resume in January 2019. 
 
*R8C & NCM Experience customers also have 
the oppor tun i ty to get on t rack fo r 
complimentary touring laps in OUR Corvettes 
at the NCM Motorsports Park. Laps are not 
available during private events, or while the 
track is in use by an event. Track availability 
is also dependent on weather. If you are 
unable to participate on the day of delivery, 
you can obtain a voucher that would be 
redeemable on a future visit 

C h e c k i t o u t a t :  h t t p s : / /
www.corvettemuseum.org/visit/delivery-
programs/ 

    

 

�7

https://www.corvettemuseum.org/visit/delivery-programs/


2005 MVB Corvette Number 61 

Manufactur ing Va l idat ion Bu i ld (MVB) 
Corvettes are built prior to full public 
production and subjected to rigorous tests to 
fix problems that may occur once the car 
gets some miles on the drivetrain. 

This MVB Corvette was one of the first for 
the new C6 Corvette, with VIN #00061. It was 
o u t f i t t e d w i t h a 4 - s p e e d a u t o m a t i c 
transmission, which was a 0-cost option for 
the 2005 model, and 400HP LS2 engine. The 
color on this Corvette is “precision red”, 
which was only offered for the first half of 
the 2005 model year. 

Throughout its life span from 2005-2008, this 
Corvette was a test car for the development 
of the 6-speed automatic transmissions that 
made its way into the 2006 and newer 
Corvettes. 
Even though the 2005 C6 was the most 
technologically advanced Corvette of its 
time, the 4-speed automatic transmission 
was being pushed to its limit under the hefty 
power of the LS2. During testing, this car was 
outfitted with a more efficient 2006 6-speed 
automatic transmission, and later, it was 
outfitted with a 2008 6-speed automatic 
transmission, as well as the new LS3 430HP 
engine. 

T h i s c a r p a v e d t h e w a y f o r t h e 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f t h e h i g h e r g e a r 
automatics we have enjoyed in Corvettes 
since. 

Throughout its testing, this Corvette ran on 
many famous racetracks around the world, 
including VIR, Homestead Speedway, Spring 
Mountain, Moroso Motorsports Park, Roebling 
Road, and even on the Nürburgring in 
Germany. 

GM found one more mission before its 
retirement…Driving 968 miles on one of the 
most treacherous highways in the world. 

Back in 1976, Brock Yates of Car and Driver 
Magazine took a Corvette Stingray along the 
Alaska Highway. This “Yukon Corvette” drove 
over 4,000 miles through gravel and mud to 
reach its destination in Alaska, then drove 
back. While the journey was tough, the 
Corvette made it through against all odds. It 
was a testament to the toughness of the 
Corvette. An American sports car from the 

late 1970s made it to Alaska, on mostly 
unpaved roads built during WWII. 

To re-create this feat, Car and Driver 
Magazine used this 2005 C6 MVB Corvette.  
Unfortunately for Car and Driver, the Alaskan 
Highway used in 1976 has since been updated 
and paved. Not only is it much easier to 
travel on, but it is now clogged with tourists 
and travelers of all types. So, for this re-
creation, a different passage was used – the 
Dempster Highway. 

For this feat, this Corvette was outfitted 
with a roof rack made to hold a spare tire, as 
well as two 5-gallon jugs of premium fuel. 
S tone de f l ec to r s were added to the 
windshield area, as well as powerful auxiliary 
lights on the front bumper. 

Unbelievably, the Corvette made the round 
trip with only a cracked windshield – the 
original tires lasted the whole excursion. 

Not only did this Corvette make the trip back 
to the US, but it drove 4,000 more miles to 
Michigan after. 

Now it sits on display at the NCM. 

Moore Mondays:  Exhibit Storage 

What does the Museum do with cars when not 
on display?  They store cars in warehouses 
and currently the warehouses are packed 
with past and future displays (the displays 
are always rotating), each covered and 
preserved.  The NCM will soon be building a 
new climate-controlled facility to meet their 
ever-growing needs.   

If you want to take a glimpse of one of the 
storage rooms and peek under the cover of a 
one-of-a-kind C4 known as the Zora 1.    To 
introduce the C4 to the nation, lots of 
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special events were planned by GM.   Chief 
Engineer for the Corvette, Zora Arkus-Duntov 
autographed this car and drove it while 
leading a caravan of corvettes to one of 
those events.  Check out Derek Moore’s video 
at:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=gUwYJkIU-Ac 

Upcoming NCM Events 

Raffles     

( D o n ’ t f o r g e t , t h e M u s e u m D e l i v e r y 
Exper ience i s i nc luded. )  Fo r more 
information on the cars and to purchase 
t i c k e t s , g o t o : h t t p s : / /
store.corvettemuseum.org/corvette-raffle 

2018 NCM 24TH Anniversary Celebration and 
Hall of Fame Induction Aug 30 – Sept 1, 2018 

 

In the two decades since the Museum opened 
the scope of the vision has blossomed to 
include changes such as the dedicated special 
exhibit hall, dedicated PDI delivery area, 
r e s to ra t i on a rea , f u l l s e r v i ce s t o re , 
interactive exhibits and a full motorsports 
park. 

Every year around the Labor Day weekend we 
celebrate the Grand Opening of the Museum 
in 1994 with a participant focused event.  
This year we mark the 24th  Anniversary 
milestone and focus on the diversity of the 
people that Corvette has brought together 
for a look back on the Museum’s history and 
forward to the future!  Participants can enjoy 
3 days of activities in and around the Museum 
including access to interesting and unique 
road tours, special video presentations, 
raffles, the annual open Membership meeting 
and more during this event in honor of your 
help and support!  

The event will also include the: 
• Lifetime/HOF Inductee dinner,  
• 1 0 / 1 5 / 2 0 / 2 5 - y e a r m e m b e r 

recognition,  
• Ambassador Luncheon, and  
• “Corvette Hall of Fame” Induction 

Ceremony and banquet. 

The banquet is where we will induct new 
members into the prestigious and elite group 
of recipients who have made a significant 
contribution to Corvette history. 

Hall of Fame inductees for 2018 are John & 
Burt Greenwood, Tom Wallace, and Mike 
Yager. Individual seating and group tables are 
available. 

Anniversary registration is no charge to 
Lifetime members, $20 for members and $30 
for non- members with deadline for online 
registration 5:00pm central, Thursday, August 
16th, 2018.   

2019 Blade 
Silver 

Convertible 
Raffle, Thursday, 

August 2nd at 
2pm CT  

Tickets are $200 
and limited to 
1000 tickets 

2019 Torch Red 
Convertible 

Raffle, Saturday, 
September 1, 

2018 at 3pm CT 
Tickets are $10 
and no limited 

as to the number 
of tickets  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Early registration includes a hard card badge, 
lanyard, event pin and dash plaque. 

Onsite registration will Begin on Wednesday 
August 29th at 1pm. Onsite prices are $5 for 
Lifetime, $25 for Members, $35 for Non-
Members 

Check out the agenda and pay particular 
attention to the Museum-led day-trip runs to 
nearby places of interest offered during the 
celebration.  I especially liked the “Shifting 
and Shooting” event where participants take 
a drive through the Kentucky countryside to a 
shooting range for a day of target shooting 
competition.  And the guns and ammo are 
furnished! 

https://www.corvettemuseum.org/event/
anniversary-celebration/?instance_id=805 

The 6th National Corvette Caravan is 
slated for August 28-31, 2019. 

 

If you are interested in visiting the NCM and 
are toying with the possibility of taking the 
ultimate road trip for a Corvette enthusiast, 
this is the event for you.  I realize the event 
is still over a year away, but it will be best to 
get in early.   

Often referred to as the world’s largest 
moving automotive event, the National 
Corvette Caravan i s a celebrat ion of 
America’s Sports Car, culminating in Bowling 
Green, Kentucky fo r the ann ive r sa ry 
celebration of the National Corvette Museum. 
Hosted only once every five years, the next 
event is slated for Labor Day Weekend 2019 

and will mark the Museum’s 25th Anniversary.  
Leading the charge will be Jeffrey Duda of 
Hainesport, NJ, a Lifetime Member of the 
Museum and previous co-captain of the New 
Jersey 2014 and 2009 Caravans. 

The Caravan includes a total of 24 Sections.  
The Southwest Section covers Southern 
California, south of line connecting San Luis 
Obispo, Bakersfield and Ridgecrest; Southern 
Nevada, including Pahrump, Mesquite, Las 
Vegas and Henderson; Southwestern Utah, 
including St. George and Cedar City and all of 
Hawaii. In the Southwest Section are two of 
the largest Corvette markets in the United 
States, Southern California and the greater 
Las Vegas/Henderson area. 

New Section Captain 

The Southwest Section has a new Captain, 
Tony Megowan. "Cap Tony" has plenty of 
experience. He was a Caravan Commander 
for the 2009 and 2014 events and the Section 
XO for the 2014 Caravan. He, also, served as 
Director of the Route Book Project for the 
’09 and ’14 Caravans and will personally run 
that project again for the 2019 event. 

Tony work s f o r the Federa l Av i a t i on 
Administration as an air traffic control 
instructor, so he’s real good at directing 
people to go to the right destinations, a 
highly-desirable quality in a Caravan Section 
Captain. 

Tony and Wife, Paula, are Members of the 
Corvette Club Santa Barbara and live in 
Ventura, California. They own the Lead Car 
for the Southwest Section, a 2016 Long Beach 
Red, Z51 Coupe. He formerly owned a 2003 
50th Anniversary Edition. Fun fact: Tony’s 
first ever road trip outside California came in 
that 50th Coupe on the ’09 Caravan. 

 

New Route 
 
The first five Southwest Caravans generally 
followed old Route 66 as far as Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. Thinking outside the box, Captain 
Tony Megowan plans to change almost the 
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entire route and lengthen the event by a day. 
The Southwest Section will take a week to 
make the trip to Bowling Green in 2019.  

The Caravan will begin at the famed Rose 
Bowl in Pasadena and head north, over the 
San Gabriel Mountains on storied Angeles 
Crest and Angeles Forest Highways. In the 
high desert, the Caravan will take State 
Routes 14 and 58 to Barstow and then I-15 
and US95 to Henderson for the first overnight 
at the Fiesta Henderson resort. 

Day Two will have the Caravan leaving 
Henderson going northeast, then north 
around the of Lake Mead, followed by a 
scenic drive though Valley of Fire State Park. 
Finally, the Section will head north, to St. 
George, Utah in I-15. 

On the third day, Capt. Megowan will lead 
the Southwest Section to Glenwood Springs, 
Colorado via I-15 and I-70. On Days Four and 
Five, we take I-70, over Vail Pass and though 
the Johnson Tunnel, the highest section of 
the Interstate Highway system, and then to 
Goodland, Kansas followed by Kansas City, 
Missouri. 

For final overnight of the trip, The Southwest 
Section will stop in Cape Girardeau, Missouri. 
The Caravan stopped in "Cape G" in 2014 and, 
five years ago, it was the best event night of 
the entire trip with over 400 Corvettes 
present.  This year, as many as three 
additional sections may be joining up for the 
party and then the last leg of the trip. 

The National Corvette Museum will open 
registration for the '19 Caravan shortly after 
this year's Labor Day Celebration. For past 
National Caravans, there was a separate fee 
for the Caravan and different fee for the 
Labor Day Celebration. In 2019, everyone 
pays for both events with only one fee. It's 
important to note that the following fee 
schedule is per person, not per car, and there 
is a discount if you are also a National 
Corvette Museum member.  

• Advance Registration Fees:  NCM 
Members $35 .00 , NCM L i fe t ime 
Member s $25 .00 , Non Member s 
$45.00. 

• On-Site Registration Fees:  NCM 
Members $40 .00 , NCM L i fe t ime 
Members $30.00, Non Members $50.00 

Organizing and staging a seven day caravan 
of several hundred Corvettes costs a fair 
amount of money. The National Corvette 
Museum which sanct ions the Nat ional 
Corvette Caravan provides no funding for 
Caravan Sections. It is up to every Captain to 
raise money to cover his/her Section’s 
expenses. 

If you own a business which sells products of 
interest to Corvette owners, the Southwest 
Caravan Organizing Team can help you 
market your product to our Caravaners. We 
have an electronic newsletter co-sponsorship 
available which will put your company name 
in front of all our Caravaners on a regular 
basis for the next two years. Also, we have 
Route Book adver t i s i ng oppor tun i t i e s 
a v a i l a b l e . T h e Ro u t e B o o k c o n t a i n s 
information Caravaners need during the 
event and is read continuously by all 
Caravaners for six days. Finally, we have 
e v e n t s p o n s o r s h i p s a v a i l a b l e . E v e n t 
sponsorships include naming rights for an 
e v e n i n g C a r a v a n e v e n t a l o n g w i t h 
promotional opportunities before and during 
an evening event. 

The Southwest Sect ion, a lso, accepts 
donations. Donations are tax deductible as 
the National Corvette Museum, which 
sanctions the National Corvette Caravan is a 
501(c)(3) non-profit corporation. 

Those wanting to discuss sponsorships or 
make donations should contact Captain Tony 
Megowan at 805-659-5056 or email him 
at tmegowan@interlogics.net.      

For further info, please go to:  https://
www.corvettecaravan.com/ca-southern/  or 
contact me directly.  I also have additional 
information from the Southwest Section 
Organizing Team. 
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Assembly Plant and Corvette Info 

 

Want In-Depth News About the Mid-Engine 
Corvette? 

T h e r e i s s o m u c h b u z z a r o u n d t h e 
forthcoming Corvette that the Corvette 
Blogger has teamed up with several other 
Corvette enthusiasts to create a new 
c o m m u n i t y w e b s i t e c a l l e d t h e 
MidEngineCorvetteForum.com 

The new website launched just last week and 
already over 800 Corvette enthusiasts have 
joined. The site is already full of great mid-
engine Corvette news, rumors, renderings, 
and videos of the latest sightings, and more 
info is added every day. 

If you’re looking to take a deeper dive with 
fellow enthusiasts, or you want to share your 
latest theories on the direction of the 
Corvette, you’ll be right at home at the 
website.  It’s 100% FREE! For a limited time, 
all new members will be tagged with a 
“Forum Founding Member” status that will 
let all those coming afterward know that you 
were among the first to be part of this great 
new community 

h t t p : / / w w w. c o r v e t t e b l o g g e r. c o m /
2018/07/11/introducing-a-new-home-for-
m i d - e n g i n e - c o r v e t t e - e n t h u s i a s t s / ?
utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email
&utm_campaign=corvette_sales_news_lifestyl
e_daily_recap&utm_term=2018-07-11 

One Millionth Corvette’s Birthday 

While we normally celebrate June 30th as the 
Corvette’s birthday, July 2nd is another 
significant day for America’s sports car.  On 
July 2, 1992, a white 92 Corvette Convertible 
with a red interior rolled off the assembly 
line in Bowling Green.  This was the 

1,000,000th Corvette built and GM really put 
on the dog in celebration of the event.  
Eventually the car was loaned to the NCM for 
display only to fall prey to the sinkhole in 
2014.  The car was restored by GM and is 
again on display at the Museum. 

Check out the video and photos from 1992 
along with links to photos of the restoration 
following the sinkhole collapse.  http://
www.corvetteb logger.com/2018/07/02/
today-in-corvette-history-the-one-millionth-
co r ve t te - r o l l s - o f f - t he -a s semb l y - l i ne/ ?
utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email
&utm_campaign=corvette_sales_news_lifestyl
e_daily_recap&utm_term=2018-07-09 

Teaching the Pros to Drive 

Where do NASCAR’s Monster Energy drivers go 
to learn how to drive on a road course?  None 
other than Spring Mountain Motor Resort.  
The drivers and crew chiefs from Hendricks 
Motorsports including pros like Jimmie 
Johnson (7 time NASCAR champion) recently 
attended some of the same training that 
Corvette offers their Z06 and ZR1 customers.  
Check out the video where, as Ron Fellows 
puts it, “Help them with turning right.”  
h t t p : / / w w w. c o r v e t t e b l o g g e r. c o m /
2018/07/06/hendrick-motorsports-sends-
nascar-drivers-to-spring-mountain-and-the-
r o n - f e l l o w s - d r i v i n g - s c h o o l / ?
utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email
&utm_campaign=corvette_sales_news_lifestyl
e_daily_recap&utm_term=2018-07-06 

How Bankruptcy Saved the Corvette 

In 2008, GM cancelled the Corvette in an 
effort to save money. But the automaker's 
2009 bankruptcy actually helped launch the 
C7, the best Corvette ever. 

In early 2008, GM was buckling down, looking 
a t ways to save money.  As  Car and 
Driver  explains in this excellent story, 
deve lopment of a new C7-generat ion 
Corvette was cancelled at this time, despite 
the best efforts of then-GM product-chief 
Bob Lutz. But when GM declared bankruptcy 
in 2009, the Corvette was saved. 

Tadge Juechter, chief engineer of the 
Corvette,  told  Car and Driver  about a 
conversation, after GM declared bankruptcy 
in 2009, that eventually led to the green 
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light for the C7 Corvette program. As Car and 
Driver's Gary Witzenburg writes: 

Participating in a conference call one 
day with the "task force" put together 
by the U.S. Treasury Department to 
c o n s o l i d a t e G M m a n u f a c t u r i n g 
operations, Juechter was planning to 
advocate passionately for Corvette 
and its small, special plant:  

" W e w e n t a r o u n d t h e r o o m 
introducing ourselves, and when I 
introduced myself as Corvette chief 
engineer, one consultant said, 'What 
can you tell me about C7'—the same 
question we were getting from our 
customers. I thought, 'Wow, this guy 
knows the lingo and wants to know 
about C7. He may get it.' They got 
into our books and saw that Corvette 
made money, so getting going on a 
new one was on the to-do list coming 
out of bankruptcy. It was spared as an 
extremely valuable brand that is 
known globally, and the Bowling 
Green assembly p lant was a l so 
spared." 

Juechter and his team went to work building 
the best Corvette ever. 

https://www.roadandtrack.com/new-cars/
a22059899/how-gms-bankruptcy-saved-the-
corvette/ 

Trivia:  What are the least-driven Cars? 

According to the latest studies, the answer 
is, Corvettes of course. Convertibles are 
number one and coupes are number four on 
the list of cars driven the least number of 
miles each year.  Both are under 5000 miles 
per year; beating out Porsches, Mustangs, 
BMWs, Mercedes, and a lonely Mazda Miata.  
No wonder it is easy to locate a great looking 
used Corvette if you are in the market.  As a 
side note, studies also find that Corvette 
owners keep their cars longer than most.  
S e e t h e s t a t s a t :  h t t p : / /
www.corvetteb logger.com/2018/07/13/
report-corvette-convertible-tops-l ist-of-
l e a s t - d r i v e n - c a r s / ?
utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email
&utm_campaign=corvette_sales_news_lifestyl
e_daily_recap&utm_term=2018-07-13 

Corvette Racing 

A pair of Chevrolet Corvettes both finished 
on the class podium at the Mobil 1 SportsCar 
Grand Prix at Canadian Tire Motorsport Park. 
It marked the team’s first double podium of 
the season and allowed both Corvette C7.Rs 
to gain positions in the GT Le Mans (GTLM) 
points standings of the IMSA WeatherTech 
SportsCar Championship. 

A Ford GT lucked out by having a caution flag 
come out while doing a pit stop so almost no 
time was lost.  The Chevys meanwhile had to 
pit under a green flag. 

Antonio Garcia and Jan Magnussen placed 
second in the No. 3 Mobil 1/SiriusXM 
Chevrolet Corvette C7.R, just ahead of Oliver 
Gavin and Tommy Milner in the No. 4 Mobil 1/
SiriusXM Corvette. The results vaulted Garcia 
and Magnussen to second place in the GTLM 
Driver’s Championship while Gavin and Milner 
are now tied for fourth. 

Chevrolet also moved up a spot in the 
Manufacturer standings to second after six 
rounds. 

To learn more about the Museum, upcoming 
events, exhibits, and to plan your next visit, 
please contact me directly or visit the NCM 
website at www.corvettemuseum.org.   
  
Respectfully submitted, 

Don Allen, SLO Vettes National Corvette 
Museum Ambassador don.allen318@gmail.com 

 

These are the events for August 2018. 
Slo Vettes monthly meeting is August 
10th, Friday at 6:30 pm. Social (half hour) 
at 6:00pm. IHOP on Madonna Rd, SLO. 
All are welcome to attend, member or 
not. If you are not a member of Slo 
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Vettes, please attend, introduce yourself 
and find out what our club is all about.

August 17th, Friday evening, is the Hot El 
Camino Cruise Nite in Atascadero. Join 
us at the carwash on El Camino Real in 
the heart of the cruise. BBQ by our very 
own BBQ masters. Watch the cars of all 
ages and classes rumble by our prime 
spot to watch the show. Bring a camera 
and a chair. Free to watch the show, a 
registration fee if you want to join the 
cruise. Details will be sent out via email 
closer to the event.
The next day, Saturday the 18th at the 
lake park in Atascadero, attend the Mid 
State Cruizers car show in the shade of 
hundreds of trees. While not an official 
Slovettes event it is a car show worth 
attending. Hundreds of cars, lots to see. 
I'll see you there!
https://www.visitatascadero.com/events/
index.php?id=129
Looking forward to September is the long 
awaited Slovettes Mystery Tour. Sept. 
28th to the 30th. Where it goes, well we 
don't know at this time- its a mystery! 
Contact Jan Dallons. (805)712-1111.
Thank you,

Joe Berkman   pinesandoaks@gmail.com

Men's Ages 
Determined by Home Depot 

You are in the middle of some kind of project 
around the house --

mowing the lawn, putting up a new fence, 
painting the living room, or whatever. You are 
hot, sweaty, and covered in dirt or paint. You 
have your old work clothes on: Shorts with a 
hole in the crotch, old

T-shirt with a stain from who knows what--
and an old pair of tennis shoes.

Right in the middle of this great home-
improvement project you realize you need to 

run to Home Depot to get something to 
complete the job. Depending on your age 
you might do the following:

In your 20's:

Stop what you are doing. Shave, take a 
shower, blow dry your hair,

brush your teeth, floss, and put on clean 
clothes. Check yourself in

the mirror and flex. Add a dab of your 
favorite cologne because you

never know, you just might meet some hot 
chick while standing in the checkout lane. 
And you went to school with the pretty girl 
running the register.

In your 30's:

Stop what you are doing, put on clean shorts 
and shirt. Change

shoes. You married the hot chick so no need 
for much else. Wash your hands and comb 
your hair. Check yourself in the mirror. Still 
got it. Add a shot of your favorite cologne to 
cover the smell. The cute girl running the 
register is the kid sister to someone you 
went to school with.


In your 40's:

Stop what you are doing. Put on a sweatshirt 
that is long enough to

cover the hole in the crotch of your shorts. 
Put on different shoes

and a hat. Wash your hands. Your bottle of 
Brute Cologne is almost empty so you don't 
want to waste any of it on a trip to Home 
Depot. Check yourself in the mirror and do 
more sucking in than flexing. The spicy 
young thing running the register is your 
daughter's age and you feel weird thinking 
she is pretty.


In your 50's:

Stop what you are doing. Put a hat on; wipe 
the dirt off your hands

onto your shirt. Change shoes because you 
don't want to get dog s**t in your new sports 
car. Check yourself in the mirror and you 
swear not to wear that shirt anymore 
because it makes you look fat. The Cutie 
running the register smiles when she sees 
you coming and you think you still have it. 
Then you remember the hat you have on is 
from Buddy's Bait & Beer Bar and it says, "I 
Got Worms."
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In your 60's:

Stop what you are doing. No need for a hat 
anymore. Hose the dog

s**t off your shoes. The mirror was shattered 
when you were in your 50's. You hope you 
have underwear on so nothing hangs out the 
hole in your pants. The girl running the 
register may be cute but you don't have your 
glasses on so you aren't sure.


In your 70's:

Stop what you are doing. Wait to go to Home 
Depot until the drug

store has your prescriptions ready for 
pickup. Don't even notice the dog s**t on 
your shoes. The young thing at the register 
smiles at you because you remind her of her 
grandfather.


In your 80's:

Stop what you are doing. Start again. Then 
stop again. Now you

remember you needed to go to Home Depot. 
Go to Wal-Mart instead and wander around 
trying to think what it is you are looking for. 
Fart out loud and you think someone called 
out your name. You went to school with the 
old lady who greeted you at the front door.


In your 90's & beyond:

What's a home deep hoe? Something for my 
garden? Where am I? Who am I? Why am I 
reading this? Did I send it? Did you? Who 
farted?


He Screwed Around, She 
Screwed Up His Ride
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