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Well, I had two goals. The first was
quite legitimate, I wanted everyone
eligible to know that it would behoove
them to act before August 28 to get
their Senior Pass, which lasts a lifetime,
rather than wait until the price went up
seven-fold.

President
Russ Surber

Second, I was hoping everyone eligible
who was also signed up for the Magical
Mystery Tour would make sure they had
a Senior Pass before we headed north in
late September. As it worked out, only
two of the nine cars needed help, one
because of a lack of eligibility (the

MISCELLANEOUS RAMBLINGS
As you may have heard by now, the 2017
Magical Mystery Tour’s destination was
Yosemite National Park. We stayed at
the Yosemite View Lodge in El Portal,
hard alongside the South Fork of the
Merced River, and a mere mile from the
western entrance to the Park on
Highway 140.

“children” in the group) and one
because, well, just because.
Not to
worry, we had two cars in which both
driver and navigator had the magic pass,
and with a little switching of navigators
everyone got in gratis. Did I mention, it
costs thirty dollars to enter the Park for
a day?

Now that is over, I can “fess-up” to a
mild deception, or at least a slight of
hand, I perpetrated on the Club.
Remember when I mentioned that the
National Park Service would be raising
the price of its Senior Pass from ten
dollars to eighty dollars in late August?
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The participants in this year’s Magical
Mystery Run were John & Karen
Hartman, Gary & Maggie Hood, Tom &
Maureen Horner, Ron & Sharron Grasser,
Floyd & Lyn Owens, Chuck & Zan Varela,
Doug & Denise Williamson, plus the
Dallons and Surbers.

Dinner Saturday night was at the Lodge’s
restaurant and we were given, at the
last minute, a very intimate part of the
main dining room, complete with its own

We had a great time getting to know one
another better, starting with the
“dinner” of appetizers that traditionally
kicks off the Mystery Tour. While it was
cool at El
Po r t a l i n
t
h
e
evening,
we all sat
around the
picnic area
well past
sunset,
sampling
s o m e
delicious
finger food and talking about the rough
road the Dallons and Surbers had forced
them to take! Chuck Varela built the
Mother of all Bonfires and a number of
us gladly made use of the heat it
provided.

fireplace for our festivities.
We made three stops on the way to El
Portal, one in Coalinga for the pause
that refreshes, and I don’t mean Coca
Cola; one in Madera for lunch at the
Vineyard Restaurant, a delightful place
we’d recommend to anyone who passes
through those parts; and finally in
Mariposa, where we filled our tanks and
visited the Mariposa County Museum.
We were given a tour of one of the
historic houses on the site and a
demonstration of a stamp mill, used to
crush quartz as a part of the process of
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extracting gold. The guys really liked
the stamp mill because it was loud, had
lots of moving parts, and involved a
guide (a member of E Clampus Vitas)
who fired a cap and ball replica Colt
revolver to get everyone’s attention.

Yosemite Valley floor. While everyone
did a great job, Chuck and Zan Varela
blew away the competition and went

home with a bottle of Chateau Margine
Cello Rosso and a book describing ten
things you must see in every National
Park and Monument in the US. A sister
bottle of the Cello Rosso went to Gary &
Maggie Hood for a second-place finish.
Finally, a prize was given to every car
that cheated on the Scavenger Hunt,
which meant that all seven cars were
awarded a refrigerator magnet with a
lovely scene of Yosemite because it was
a dog-eat-dog competition!

We started from Mission San Miguel and,
while there, everyone drew a card for
the Poker Run, and then another at each
of the three stops.

The last card was drawn at El Portal and
Floyd and Lyn Owens were the happy
winners with a pair of Jacks. They took
home a 2018 calendar with twelve
stunning photos of the Yosemite night
sky.

In the Goodies Bag that goes along with
the Tour, we had a sample of detailing
spray, polishing cloths, hats and key

The Scavenger Hunt began at Mission San
Miguel and continued on Saturday on the
-3-

rings from Paso Chevrolet, snacks galore,
and a Mystery Tour Polo Shirt (for men
and women) with a logo designed by Jon
& Jan’s daughter, Kat. The logo is a
thing of beauty, as you can see in the
photo.

the Concours d’Elegance held this past
weekend. While the timing wasn’t right
for most, I want to encourage everyone
who is doing something on a weekend
and thinks other Club members might
enjoy tagging along to follow Cindy’s
lead and send a round-robin message to
the membership inviting them along. A
spontaneous “event” can be great fun
and usually involves doing something you
might not have thought of yourself.
In the same vein, a number of you will
be joining the Bakersfield Corvette Club
for a day of wine tasting and eating.
Inter-club events are great fun and let
us see how other clubs operate. Please
take some pictures you can share with
Jon, who will post them on the website
for everyone to see.
The Nominations Committee of Ron
Berkel and Sharron Grasser are hard at
work tracking down potential candidates
for the Club’s board. If you would like
to serve and help make this the best
Club it can be, don’t wait for Ron or
Sharron to call but contact them by
phone or email and let them know you
are available.
As I said in the last
newsletter, the health of the Club
depends on the willingness of its
members to step forward and help carry
the burden, light as it may be. New
board members bring new ideas, and
new ideas keep the Club active and
alive. So, please, volunteer to serve if
you can.

John, Jan, Denise & I have already
started thinking about next year’s
Magical Mystery Tour, and we hope you’ll
put some time aside in late September
to join us for the fun. While we haven’t
yet settled on a destination we can
promise you this; you’ll have a great
time, you’ll see some beautiful
countryside, you’ll have a chance to
drive some terrific “Corvette” roads,
and you won’t feel pressured to engage
in “spirited driving” but will have the
opportunity to do so if you wish. We are
very safety conscious and understand
that navigators sometimes get tired of
hanging on for dear life! More later as
the plans take shape.

That’s all for now. Be happy and drive
safely.

Cindy Tully sent out a message while we
were taking in the beauties of Yosemite
inviting anyone interested to join her at

Russ
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Next Club Meeting
Friday, October 13, 6:30 P.M.
SLO I-hop

Events
Dave Breece

Winery Tour with Bakersfield Corvette
Club.
On Saturday, 9/30, we said good bye to
September by tipping our wine glasses with
our neighbors, Corvettes of Bakersfield. A
great time was has by all. Here’s a few
shots from this very fun day.

LOOKING FORWARD:
November.
The annual toy run is to be scheduled.
Details around our participation in this
event will be discussed at our October
meeting.
See you there!
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article in this month’s newsletter for
specifics.

Secretary
Jeanne Allen

Newsletter: Newsletter chair Cindy Tully
was absent. Russ gave Kudos to Cindy for
her second edition of the club’s newsletter.

Monthly Meeting Minutes

We b s i t e :
We b m a s t e r J o n D a l l o n s
announced that as of September 7th the
website was up to date.

SLO Vettes President Russ Surber called the
meeting to order at 6:32 p.m. With the
exception of Events chair Dave Breece all
other elected officers were present with a
total of 19 people in attendance.

Sunshine: Sunshine Chair Deb Breece was
absent – birthdays and anniversaries were
not announced.

September 8, 2017
IHOP Restaurant, San Luis Obispo

Merchandise:
Merchandise Chair Valerie
Cochran was absent.

President Surber started the meeting talking
about the Monterey Coast Corvette Cruise in
2018 and stressed that people interested in
attending should fill out an application as
slots tend to fill up fast.

Old Business: T-shirts for the mystery run
have been ordered.
New Business:
Russ announced that a
nominating committee would be formed to
solicit people interested in running for
office. Ron Berkel volunteered to head up
the committee and needed 3 people to call
members.

Membership:
Vice President/Membership
Chair John Beaman announced that the club
now has 43 memberships.
Mark and
Katherine Hontz are the newest club
members but were not present at the
meeting.

Don Allen announced 2 events in September
that members might want to attend. The
Automotive Concourse at Monarch Dunes in
Nipomo on 9/24, and a Wine Run/BBQ
hosted by the Corvettes of Bakersfield on
September 30 th. Don would like to
coordinate more events with the Bakersfield
club.

Minutes: Ron Berkel moved to accept the
corrected draft minutes as Jan Dallons was
absent at last month’s meeting and not
present as reported in the opening
paragraph. The motion was seconded by
Sharon Grasser and the motion passed on a
unanimous voice vote.

John Hartman talked about his experience
at the Ron Fellows Performance Driving
School in Pahrump, NV, and Tom Horner also
spoke of his experience at the driving school
at Laguna Seca.

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Jan Dallons
reported on the club’s income and expenses
from August 12th through September 8th,
2017 as well as year-to-date totals. Chuck
Varela made a motion to accept the report
and Joe Berkman seconded the motion. The
motion passed on a unanimous voice vote.

50/50 Drawing: Jan Dallons sold $59.00
worth of tickets and Zan Varela won $29.50.

Events:
Events Chair Dave Breece was
absent – no report.

President Surber adjourned the meeting at
7:34 p.m.

National Corvette Museum:
Museum
Liaison Don Allen reported on events and
fundraising at the museum. Please see his

Respectfully submitted,
Jeanne Allen,
Secretary
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businesses that have consistently
received strong praise and ratings from
travelers.” Considering many times the
only visitor that wants to take the time
to write a review is the disappointed one
but in this case, the opposite is true.
Don’t forget some 225,000 people visit
the Museum each year so it is nice to
hear that many really enjoyed the
experience.

National Corvette Museum
Don Allen

MUSEUM NEWS

Reminder:
GM is offering members of
the National Corvette Museum the GM
S u p p l i e r D i s c o u n t . Yo u c a n s a v e
hundreds, even thousands, on eligible,
new (2017 and 2018) Chevrolet, Buick,
GMC and Cadillac vehicles - including
Corvette!
Take advantage of the discount
contacting Stephanie via email
at 270-467-8837 or Becky via email
at 270-467-8836 .
Upon obtaining
authorization number from Becky
Stephanie, simply take it to
participating dealer and use
by 12/31/17 .

The History of Transportation in
Kentucky Exhibit opens.
This year Kentucky is celebrating its
225 th anniversary as a state and to
commemorate the occasion, the NCM is
featuring a transportation display in the
Exhibit Hall to showcase the different
types of transportation that have been
connected to Kentucky in some way.

by
or
of
an
or
a
it

If you recall from last month, Car and
Driver Magazine did a photo shoot of
former Top Gun pilot and astronaut Andy
Allen driving a Corvette on the
M o t o r S p o r t s Pa r k t r a c k d u r i n g t h e
eclipse. Well, here is an article detailing
the shoot and the group’s activities over
several days along with 53 photos. Catch
the action before the magazine hits the
newsstands.
http://
w w w. c a r a n d d r i v e r. c o m / f e a t u r e s /
experiencing-the-2017-total-solareclipse-in-chevrolet-corvettes-feature

Various types of artifacts have been
gathered from all the Who’s Who in the
state.
Yes, that even includes Toyota
with the one millionth Camry on display.
The first Corvette built in Bowling Green,
a 1935 Allis-Chalmers farm tractor, and
several horse-drawn vehicles are
included in this trip through time. There
should be something for everyone in this
all-inclusive display. “Kentucky, 225
years on the Move” will run through May,
2018. More info is available at http://
www.corvettemuseum.org/history-oftransportation-in-kentucky-exhibitopens-at-corvette-museum/,

Upcoming NCM Events
November is Military Appreciation Month
at the Museum.
The Museum salutes
members and the immediate families of
the military, police, and firefighters by
offering free admission. The Vets and
Ve t t e s c e l e b r a t i o n k i c k s o f f t h e
celebration on November 2 nd through the
4 th .
Events include a day at the
Motorsports Park where vets get to ride

For the seventh year, the Museum has
received an award from a travel website.
“TripAdvisor is excited to announce the
recipients of the 2017 Certificate of
Excellence, which celebrates hospitality
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around the track in Corvettes that are
owned and driven by other vets and
those that support them.
Road tours,
lunches, dinners and a Veterans’ Day
Parade through Bowling Green are also
planned.
For the full agenda and
registration information, go to: https://
www.corvettemuseum.org/event/vets-nvettes-presented-by-mobil-1/?
instance_id=630

For more information on the cars and to
purchase tickets, go to: https://
store.corvettemuseum.org/corvetteraffle

Assembly Plant
What better way to kick off the NCM
Annual Anniversary Celebration than to
have Kia Spande, the Assembly Plant
Manager, provide the latest update on
the plant renovations currently in
process. And yes, Kia is sharing the stage
with a sample of the newest color.
Sebring Orange has replaced Black Rose
Metallic and will only be painted in the
new paint shop.

Info on all events can be found at:
h t t p : / / w w w. c o r v e t t e m u s e u m . o r g /
explore/events/

Raffles (Don’t forget, the Museum
Delivery Experience is included.

2018 Black Grand
Sport Coupe Raffle
Thursday, October
12, 2017 at
2pm CT. Tickets
are $200 and
limited to 1000
tickets.

Kai reported that over 1000 contractors
were working to complete the assembly
line transformation and construction of
the new paint shop. He provided before
and after photos to better demonstrate
the changes and recapped the ongoing
staff training to familiarize employees
with the new processes.

2018 Arctic White
Corvette Coupe
Raffle, Thursday,
February 8, 2018
at 2pm CT
Tickets are $10
and unlimited
tickets.

If you recall from my previous
presentations, one of the goals of the
upgrade is to improve the overall quality
of future Corvettes.
(Such as slowing
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down the assembly line for better parts
fitting, and keeping painted parts inside
the paint shop until the last possible
movement before being placed on the
chassis.)
Kai discussed some of the
incentive programs to reward
performance excellence.
“Protect the
Vette” rewards workers who find flaws in
a car so they can be fixed. “The Perfect
10” rewards engine builders who can
assemble ten engines in a row without a
single defect.

New spy photos by Rick “Corvette” Conti
show what appears to be the ZR1 with a
huge rear wing and a splitter resembling
the one used on the C-7R race car.
Check
it
out
at
http://
www.corvetteblogger.com/2017/08/23/
pics-2018-corvette-zr1-refueling-offersclose-look-unique-aero-package/
Here are some photos courtesy of Motor
Trend showing more first-time hints as to
the production models.
This is a
convertible ZR1 sporting the large rear
wing previously only photographed on the
coupes. The photographer even got up
close and took some shots inside the car.
What did he find?
This car had an
automatic transmission! Maybe it is the
10-speed auto that was developed jointly
by GM and Ford and being used in the
ZL1 Camaro.
Read more and see the
other nine photos at:
http://
w w w. m o t o r t r e n d . c o m / n e w s / s p i e d corvette-zr1-caught-automatictransmission/

One of the attendees videoed Kia’s
presentation. While it is a bit technical
and slow at some points, prior plant
visitors should find it interesting.
To
view
it,
go
to
http://
www.corvetteblogger.com/2017/09/01/
video-corvette-assembly-plant-updatek a i - s p a n d e / ?
utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=e
mail&utm_campaign=corvette_sales_new
s_lifestyle_daily_recap&utm_term=201709-01
Other Interesting Corvette Info
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Every year Car and Driver Magazine tests
what they believe to be the best driver’s
car period. And of course the Corvette
was amongst them. This year they chose
the Grand Sport model and while it
d i d n ’ t w i n t h e a w a rd for b e s t , i t
certainly held its own against some highend rides.
They really run the cars
through their paces. Specialized testing
at the Auto Club Speedway, full-out road
course driving on the Mazda Raceway at
Laguna Seca, and a speed run down a 4.2
mile stretch of Hwy 198 East of King City.
(Blocked off by the CHP of course.) See
the
article:
http://
w w w. m o t o r t r e n d . c o m / n e w s /
choosing-2017-best-drivers-car/

The car in this photo looks like any new
2017 Grand Sport.

This photo shows the one inch crack in
the transmission tunnel that totaled the
car.

If you want to ride along in the Grand
Sport at Laguna Seca, check out the
video at: http://gmauthority.com/blog/
2017/09/watch-the-c7-corvette-grandsports-hot-lap-at-best-drivers-car-video/
(Maybe not as fast as Tom Horner
recently drove on the track in his
Calloway but this Corvette is certainly
zipping along!)
Thought about getting vanity license
plates for your Corvette?

Here are some really cool ones from the
Corvettes of Carlisle show. How about
KDSRGON on a C6? Or SNAK ETR on a C6
Callaway?
Or R TOY on a C7? I liked
BEESTING on a yellow C7. See them all
at http://www.corvetteblogger.com/
2015/09/10/pics-the-corvette-vanityplates-of-corvettes-at-carlisle-2015/
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The owner of this Grand Sport was
driving on the freeway when the car in
front of him drove over something large
in the road. Unfortunately, the Corvette
was much lower and struck the object
causing a one inch gash in the trans
tunnel.
Chevy said this was a nonserviceable part and that welding it up
would weaken the structure so badly that
Chevy would not stand behind it. Do you
think insurance rates on Corvettes might
go up? Read all about it at: http://
www.corvetteblogger.com/2017/09/18/
corvette-grand-sport-totaled-debrisstrike-causes-tiny-crack-frame/?
utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=e
mail&utm_campaign=corvette_sales_new
s_lifestyle_daily_recap&utm_term=201709-18

Some Corvettes are valuable as collector
cars and then there is the 1963 Corvette
Grand Sport.
Recent appraisals value
this model between $4-$6 million!

Respectfully submitted,
Don Allen, SLO Vettes National Corvette
Museum Ambassador

GM had banned all its divisions from
racing at the time but Corvette’s Chief
Enginineer Zora Arkus-Duntov convinced
management to allow an off the books
project. Ultra light weight with a Weber
carbureted all-aluminum small block V-8,
these cars were very fast. 125 of these
cars were planned; a number sufficient
to qualify them for FIA endurance racing
such as LeMans.
Only 5 cars were
completed and after entering a few races
the project was squashed. A cool story
of the #003 car with photos can be found
a t h t t p : / / w w w. s u p e r c h e v y. c o m /
features/1507-untold-stories-ofthe-1963-chevrolet-corvette-grandsport-003/ but if you want to see a video
including commentary by someone who
originally worked on the car and now
o w n s t h e # 0 0 5 c a r, g o t o h t t p : / /
g m a u t h o r i t y. c o m / b l o g / 2 0 1 7 / 0 8 / a walkaround-of-bill-towers-original-1963chevrolet-corvette-grand-sport-video/
To learn more about upcoming events,
exhibits and to plan your next visit,
please contact me directly or visit the
NCM
website
at
www.corvettemuseum.org.
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Sunshine!
Deb Breece

Anniversaries

Birthdays
Chris Petrish — October 1🎂
Brian Chester — October 5🎂
Lyn Owens — October 5🎂
Ronna Damon — October 15🎂
Brian & Becky Cyester
💐 October 9

Gary Hood — October 20🎂

Jon & Jan Dallons
💐 October 13

Pattie Walters — October 22🎂

Cheryl Everett — October 21🎂
Rick Gilbert — October 24🎂

Doug & Denise Williamson
💐 October 24

To all the October birthdays, Happy
Birthday and many, many more!

Wishing you all a very happy
Anniversary!
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Members Talk……

WHAT IS CORVETTES @ CARLILE?
America’s largest, fun-filled car show
featuring everything Corvette.
A special report from Chris Petrish of
Pennsylvania.
Hello fellow SLOVETTE members.

Glenna

hotel outside of Carlisle. If you have ever
thought of attending this event, try to do
so. I can’t begin to tell you how many
thousands of Corvettes were in attendance.
I’ve attached a few pictures from the event.
The coffin is what I want for my funeral
procession. The 2018 Carbon 65 edition was

and I, along with other members of the
Presque Isle Corvette Club enjoyed a
memorable weekend attending Corvettes at
Carlisle in Carlisle, PA from August 24th
through the 27th.
We were led on a
wonderful route through the back roads of
Pennsylvania, through Cooks Forest on to Du
Bois, through Harrisburg and finally our
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brought by Kerbeck Chevrolet. Don Allen
mentioned in the September newsletter that
Kerbeck sells more Corvettes than anyone
else. Callaway Corvettes was also there

Hoping to see you all this winter. We will be
l e a v i n g Pe n n s y l v a n i a r i g h t a f t e r
Thanksgiving.

with two editions of their Aerowagon. They
also had several original Callaway’s
elsewhere on the grounds.
Acres of parts were available to purchase
along with souvenirs and other goodies.

CALLING ALL CORVETTES.

Saturday evening Main Street in Carlisle is
closed off to traffic, and the parade of
Corvettes begins.

An Atascadero mom contacted John
Beaman with a special request—here’s the
deal…..
We ate dinner at the Gingerbread Man and
walked around the corner to watch the
parade.

Erin MacIntyer(the mom)
is throwing a
birthday party for her son, Jack. Seems
Jack is going to be 8 years old. He’s into
super cars, and for that reason, Mom has
themed the party thus.
Along with 40
people, she has invited a couple of Porches
and a Dodge Viper and is hoping there would
be some Corvette owners willing to take the
time to share their cars at the party.

If you have the time, and are willing to
share your Corvette with these kids,
please plan on the following:
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When: Sunday Oct 22 2017; be there by
1:30 PM.
Where:
11605 Atascadero Ave,
Atascadero
Register: Please contact John Beaman
(email/cell)805-610-1843 as soon as you
are able with the following: They are
preparing a poster for your car, so they
will need your name and year of your
car.
Let’s show these kids that the Corvette is a
true Super Car.

altogether. While the cover keeps prying
eyes off your stuff and the sun out when you
are parked, it also keeps the air conditioner
from circulating cool air back there. I don't
know if this trick works for C5 or C7 coupes
but it sure does on C6 coupes.
Thank you, Don, for this tip!

MECHANICS & SERVICE:
Ferrell’s Auto Repair Atascadero,CA
http://ferrellsautorepair.com/

TRIED & TRUE:
Want to Keep Your Stuff Cool?
When
traveling in your C6 coupe, do you find that
items stored behind the seats under the rear
window seem to get hot? Ours sure do, and
I have tried a few tricks to "cool it" without
much success.
Thinking the sun shining
through the large rear window was the
culprit, I always used the factory cloth
shade cover that shields the items from view
and keeps the sun out. Then thinking the
mufflers were the cause, I tried adding a
second floor mat.
That didn't help so I
started laying my car cover down to cover
the floor. Everything was still getting pretty
toasty.

This is a review of my visit to Ferrell’s Auto
repair for an engine oil/filter change on
Sept 18th on my 2011 GS 6 sp.
My new to me Vette needed an oil change.
Over the years, I performed my own oil
changes on my pickup trucks. However, the
Vette is a different story, as it requires
special handling with jacks and lifts to get
the job done. Thinking about that, I said
“No thank you, I will let someone else do
the job.”
First of all I won’t go to a dealer for an oil
change. I asked a few folks in the SLO Vettes
club who they go to.
Ron Berkel
recommended Ferrell’s, which is not far
from me in A town.

Well, I still cover the floor with the car
cover, but I have had the greatest success by
just removing the cloth shade cover
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When performing my own oil changes, I
always took my time cleaning things as I
went—checked the filter’s O ring, changed
the washer on the bolt for the oil pan, if
needed, and as I added oil, watched

carefully for leaks. The usual anyone would
do if they did their own work.

All was well. No oily finger prints on the car;
it was as clean as when I brought it in.
Needless to say I was pleased with the
service, and will use them again. Highly
recommended. Thank you Ron.
Joe Berkman (Awesome review, THANK YOU)
WHEEL ALIGNMENT
Check this out—it’s about wheel alignment
and how it affects handling. Good article.
http://winhpde.com/car-setup/trackalignment/

I went to Ferrell’s to talk to them before
making an appointment. They told me I
could bring my own oil/filter. (Walmart had
the best price on Mobil 1 and filter). Brought
the 10 quarts of oil and filter on the visit. I
had read that it is possible to break the
plastic on the rockers if the jack is not
placed properly when lifting the car. I did
not need to worry as the tech carefully
placed the rubber covered jack arms in the
proper position. Yes, you can watch if you
want. Of course, I wanted to. Both bolts on
the pan were drained. Filter was removed,
making sure the gasket came with it. Oil was
added to the filter before installation. An
under-car inspection was performed. All was
well. It was the first time I made a close
inspection of the underside of the car. (I am
a little strange I guess, but I think the
underside of a Corvette looks very nice
indeed)!
The car was lowered. Oil was added to the
dry sump. Belts and hoses were inspected.
Lights were checked. Engine was cranked
for a few seconds to circulate oil (hold gas
pedal to floor while pushing the start button
—the engine won’t start). Engine started
check was made for leaks. No leaks. When I
got home I added the additional .6 quart
needed to top it off.
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A special thanks to all contributors to
the Members Talk section of our
newsletter. Thank you for taking the
time to share your experience, tips,
tricks, and fun activities. Please keep
talking!!!

