
 

MISCELLANEOUS RAMBLINGS 
Well, first and foremost, my very best 
wishes for you and yours over the 
Christmas Holiday. At the same time, I 
hope that 2018 brings you only joy and 
happiness, perhaps along with a 2018 
ZR1 from one of Don’s Museum lotteries. 

Annual Christmas Party: It occurred to 
me as I sat down to write this that by 
the time you read it we will have 
gathered at the Marriott Courtyard in 
Paso for our Annual Christmas Party.  
That makes this an appropriate place to 
say, “Thank You” to Jan Dallons who did 
all the organizing for this year’s Yule 
Gathering.  It is a huge job that Jan has 
done extremely well for the past few 

years.  So, when next you see her it 
might be nice to let her know that you 
appreciate her hard work on the Club’s 
behalf.   

2018 SLO Vette’s Board: Let me start by 
thanking everyone who helped me 
survive my first year as President.  Vice 
President John Beaman, Treasurer Jan 
Dallons, Events Chair Dave Breece, and 
Secretary Jeanne Allen were uniformly 
excellent at their jobs and gave me all 
the support I needed to do mine and, 
believe me, that was a lot of support!  
Thanks to each of you for helping me 
weather the year. 

I would be badly remiss if I didn’t also 
thank those who held the non-elective 
chairs for the Club.  Valerie Cochran has 
done a magnificent job as Merchandize 
Chair.  Deb Breece was an outstanding 
Club Den Mother, looking after our 
members, their birthdays, anniversaries, 
and ups and downs in her role as 
Sunshine Chair.  Don Allen, Mr. 
Ambassador, has re-written the book on 
C o r v e t t e M u s e u m L i a i s o n a n d 
entertained and informed us all with his 
reports on Museum activities.  Our Web 
Master, Jon Dallons, has created one of 
the best club sites on the Web, period!  
A s p e c i a l w o r d o f t h a n k s a n d 
appreciation is necessary for Cindy Tully, 
who stepped into the vacant newsletter 
editorship with virtually no advanced 
notice and quickly put her own, unique 
stamp on our monthly journal.  Finally, a 
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tip o’ the hat to Ron Berkel, who for the 
second year in a row co-chaired the 
Nominating Committee, and to Shirley 
Vivas who worked with him last year and 
to Sharron Grasser who did the honors 
this year.  To you all my thanks and 
appreciation for jobs very well done. 

 

The New Board: But 2017 is almost over 
and 2018 is knocking on the door, so let 
me introduce the intrepid band of 
warriors who stepped forward to serve 
on the 2018 SLO Vettes Board:  

 

John Beaman has 
a g r e e d t o s e r v e 
another year as Vice 
P r e s i d e n t a n d 
Membership Chair.  
Likewise, Jan Dallons 
said she will serve as 

the Club’s Treasurer for another year.  
Joe Berkman, who only joined the Club a 
few months ago, will take over the 
Events Chair and, understanding that 
families that play together stay 
together, his wife Claudia Berkman has 
volunteered to become the Club’s 
Secretary for 2018.  So that, ladies and 
gentlemen, is your SLO Vettes Board for 
2018.  That was also the good news.  
The bad news is that I’m sticking around 

for another year as President, but as 
adults we must learn to live with the 
bad as well as the good! 

Events Meeting: My hope for 2018 is 
that we will continue to turn out in large 
numbers for Club events, and that we 
will have at least one event on the 
calendar every month of the year and, 
with luck, two.  That leads nicely into 
reminding you that our January meeting 
takes the form of a weekend gathering 
at which we, under the guidance of our 
Events Chair, set the Club’s events 
calendar for the remainder of the year.  
And, because it is a SLO Vettes affair, 
the meeting usually involves food.  And 
so, it shall again this year, along with 
any liquid libation you might wish to 
bring along.  The meeting will take place 
on Sunday, January 21, starting at 1:00 
p.m., at the home of Jon & Jan Dallons, 
who have again graciously volunteered 
their home as the venue. 

Preparing for the Events Meeting: Your 
assignment over the next few weeks is 
to come up with some ideas for the 
Club’s Events Calendar.  While the 
Events Meeting is a brain-storming 
session, it also is where we finalize the 
Club’s activity schedule for the entire 
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year.  We want ideas, even outlandish 
ones, and together we’ll decided from 
the mix which the Club should put on 
the calendar.  There are several events 
the Club has scheduled year after year, 
and they will be on the 2018 Calendar, 
but only so you can consider whether 
they should remain, which is to say they 
must compete with the events that you 
suggest.  And, keep in mind that we are 
not limited to only one event a month.  
In some cases, like the Monterey and 
Lake Tahoe runs in June of alternating 
years, the hosting clubs limit the total 
number of participants.  When our 
members either miss the cut, or can’t 
afford the time to do a three or four day 
run, a second event makes eminent 
sense. 

If one of your ideas makes the cut and is 
put on the Events Calendar, you will be 
expected to play a big part in its 
organization.  It’s here that you can call 
on the many Club members with 
experience in organizing Club activities 
for help, ideas, and hand-holding.  So, 
don’t hold back if you have a great idea; 
put it forward and if it flies, embrace 
the project, believe it or not it’s a lot of 
fun.   

By the time you read this you should 
have received an email with detailed 
information on the Events Meeting, as 
well as instructions on how to get to the 
Dallons.  If you missed it, Jon Dallons 
has it posted on the website for your 
review. 

Well folks, that’s it!  Merry Christmas, 
Happy New Year, drive safely and be 
well, 

Russ 
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VICE PRESIDENT REPORT 

Well, it seems as though this year has 
gone buy so incredibly fast.  When I 
took over as VP this past year, there 
were 28 cars in the club.  I am happy 
to report that  15 new members 
joined this past year, which put our 
number of members up to 43 cars for 
the year!   Sadly we are losing 5 
members, with 3 moving, 1 due to 
health reasons, and 1 just out, which 
reduced our membership to 38 cars.  
But we have welcomed a new 
m e m b e r l a s t m o n t h , L i s a  
Klockenteger.  I would like to take 
this opportunity to welcome Lisa, we 
are happy to add her to our Family.   

I received a call recently from a 
gentleman stating he was interested 
in joining, so if he does, our 
membership would total 40 cars!   I 
hope we continue to see our club 
membership grow with new people 
and new cars.   

I would also like to wish everyone a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. 

John Beaman 
VP Slo Vettes  
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Next Club Meeting
Friday, December 8 6:30 P.M.

SLO I-hop
Events
Dave Breece

From Hwy 101:  
Take Hwy 46 West 10 miles to Santa Rosa Creek Rd.   Turn Right 
and STOP.   Zero your trip meter.   Proceed on Santa Rosa Creek 
Rd. for 3.7 miles.   Turn Left onto driveway.  There will be balloons 
at the entrance.  Once through gate, continue on driveway for 1 
mile.  Do not stop at first house.  

From  Hwy 1:  
Take Hwy 46 East 12 miles to Santa Rosa Creek Rd.   Turn Left and 
STOP.   Zero you trip meter - - -  Same as above from that junction. 

If you get lost - - -   Call  805 238-5533



Meeting Minutes  
 
November 10, 2017  

IHOP Restaurant, San Luis Obispo 

SLO Vettes President Russ Surber called the 
meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  All elected 
officers were present with a total of 18 
people in attendance.  

President Surber started the meeting by 
asking SLO Vettes members for a show of 
hands of the veterans present and then 
provided a short presentation in celebration 
of Veterans Day. 

Russ also reminded members that we would 
be voting for 2018 officers at this meeting, 
and that we still needed a volunteer for 
Secretary. 

Membership:   
Vice President/Membership Chair John 
Beaman introduced our newest member, Lisa 
Klockenteger of Heritage Ranch.  Lisa owns 
a 2004 Commemorative Edition convertible.  
John said we will be losing members Ron 
and Sharon Grasser as they are moving to 
Prescott, Arizona.  

John reminded members that it is time to 
renew our memberships.  Dues are $60.00 
and need to be accompanied with a 
completed renewal form, so he and Jan can 
update the club records.  John passed out 
forms to attendees.  He said the form is also 
on the website. 
   
Minutes:    
Jan Dallons moved to accept the draft 
minutes and the motion was seconded by 
Rex Ott, and the motion passed on an 
unanimous voice vote.   

Treasurer’s Report:   
Treasurer Jan Dallons reported on the club’s 
income and expenses from October 14th 
through November 10, 2017, as well as year-
to-date totals.  Denise Surber made a 
motion to accept the report, and Ron Berkel 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed on 
an unanimous voice vote. 

Events:   

Events Chair Dave Breece and his wife Deb 
announced the Toy Run Event scheduled on 
November 11, 2017.  Members will meet at 
the Dark Nectar coffee house in Atascadero 
for a social hour between 9:00 - 9:30 a.m., 
and leave for the CHP office in San Luis 
Obispo at 10:30 a.m.   After the 
presentation and photos, members will 
caravan to the Loading Chute in Creston for 
lunch. 

Jan Dallons announced the Christmas party 
scheduled for December 2nd, would be held 
at the Marriot Courtyard in Paso Robles.  
Costs for the event will be $30.00 per 
person and will include the banquet room, 
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hors d’oeuvres, salad, entrée, and dessert.  
A corkage fee of $10.00 will be charged if 
you bring your own wine.  Jan needs an 
R.S.V.P. including a choice for the entrée. 
 

John Beaman reported on the run to 9 year 
old Jack MacIntire’s birthday party.  The 
family had invited several clubs to attend as 
Jack loves fast cars.  Of all the cars present, 
Jack chose Cindy Tully’s Corvette to ride in. 

National Corvette Museum:   
Museum Liaison Don Allen reported on 
events at the museum.   Please see his 
article in this month’s newsletter for 
specifics.    

Newsletter:   
Newsletter chair Cindy Tully encouraged 
members to submit articles, photos, or any 
other ideas of interest. 

Website:   
Webmaster Jon Dallons announced that the 
website is up to date. 

Sunshine:   
Sunshine Chair Deb Breece announced 
birthdays and anniversaries.  She asked 
members to please inform her if they hear 
of any members with illnesses or injuries.    

Rex Ott updated members on Dan Miroballi.  
Dan is now living in Thousand Oaks and will 
continue to participate in club activities. 

Merchandise:   
Merchandise Chair Valerie Cochran was 
absent.   

Old Business:   
Russ held elections for 2018 officers, and 
following unanimous voice votes, the results 
are as follows: 

President   Russ Surber 
Vice President  John Beaman 
Secretary   VACANT 
Treasurer   Jan Dallons 
Events Chair   Joe Berkman 

New Business:   
Russ said Anthony of Anthony’s Tire Store in 
Paso Robles will provide a presentation at a 
future meeting in 2018.  Anthony will discuss 
different tire options for Corvettes so 
members can make informed choices when 
replacing their tires.  Russ encouraged 
members to help him find speakers for our 
meetings. 

50/50 Drawing:   
Jan Dallons sold $50.00 worth of tickets and 
Jeanne Allen won $25.00. 

Other Announcements:  None    

President Surber adjourned the meeting at 
7:57 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jeanne Allen,   
Secretary 
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MUSEUM NEWS 
     
November was Military Appreciation 
Month at the Museum and Motorsports 
Park. 

 

All Vets and first responders along with 
their families got free admission to the 
Museum during November.  Mobil 1 
partnered with the NCM to host a special 
recognition day on November 2nd for all 
veterans.  Participants in the 9th Annual 
V e t s ‘ n V e t t e s E v e n t r e c e i v e d 
c o m p l i m e n t a r y r i d e s a r o u n d t h e 
Motorsports Park track, a buffet lunch, 
free museum entry, and a parade in 
downtown Bowling Green.  The Marine 
Corp League presented all Vietnam Vets 
with a special commemorative lapel pin.  
S e e t h e f e s t i v i t i e s :  h t t p s : / /
m.youtube.com/watch? feature=em-
subs_digest&v=3ti7W04Tyn8 
 

Recent Donations 

 

Mark Blackwell of Jacksonvil le, FL 
donated his red 1999 Coupe that he has 
used as h i s da i ly dr iver s ince he 
purchased it new.  As a mobile office, 
Mark puts lots of miles on the car.  Still 
with the original engine, the car had 
773,338 miles on at the time of the 
donation!  So far, it has only needed a 
head gasket replacement about 20,000 
miles ago.  See his story and the 
dona t i on ce remony a t :  h t t p : //
www.corvettemuseum.org/high-mileage-
c5-corvette-donated/ 

 

Dr. Leonard Torok of Medina, Ohio 
d o n a t e d h i s 1 9 6 7 4 2 7 B i g B l o c k 
convertible to the Museum.  The car is 
marlboro maroon with a 4-sp trans and 
has been restored to NCRS Top Flight 
standards.  The Doc has a 2016 Z06 and 
doesn’t drive the ’67 much so he decided 
to donate it.  To view a video of the 
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National Corvette Museum
Don Allen

https://m.youtube.com/watch?feature=em-subs_digest&v=3ti7W04Tyn8
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/high-mileage-c5-corvette-donated/


occas ion, p lease go to:  http://
www.corvet temuseum.org/museum-
receives-1967-corvette-donation/ 

 

If you have a Corvette you would like to 
donate for display, please contact me or 
the Museum.  The car can be in any 
condition as the Museum has a full 
equipped restoration shop. 

Sinkhole Update: 

 

For those members who have visited the 
Museum at some point since the sinkhole 
tragedy, you may recall that one of the 
Corvettes lost that day was the privately 
donated 1962 roadster.  The car received 
extensive damage and efforts are now 
underway to restore it to its previous 
beautiful condition by Museum staff.  
Many of the repairs are being performed 
in a public viewing area so visitors can 
see the progress.  The restoration should 
be comp le te i n t ime f o r t he 4 th 

anniversary of the sinkhole, February 12, 
2018. 

Prepare Your Car for the Track: 

Want to know how to prepare your 
Corvette to turn some hot laps at the 
Motorsports Park or maybe a local track?  
Daniel Decker rebuilds and restores 
Corvettes donated to the Museum and he 
points out all the important items that 
you need to be sure are up to snuff for 
your safety when are wringing out your 
great American sports car.  Check out the 
video at:  https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=pCypZ-sVbH4&feature=youtu.be 

Upcoming NCM Events: 

Raffles: 
Don’t forget, the Museum Delivery 
Experience is included. 

For more information on the cars and to 
purchase t i ckets , go to : h t tps ://
store.corvettemuseum.org/corvette-
raffle 
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2018 Arctic White Corvette Coupe Raffle, 
Thursday, February 8, 2018 at 2pm CT  
Tickets are $10 and unlimited tickets. 

http://www.corvettemuseum.org/museum-receives-1967-corvette-donation/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pCypZ-sVbH4&feature=youtu.be
https://store.corvettemuseum.org/corvette-raffle


NCM Yard Sale: 

On November 17-18, the Museum had a 
yard sale.  No, no cars were offered but 
some interesting graphics, signs, display 
components, and parts were included.  
Lots of memorabilia like you see when 
you visit Carlos and Sherry Vivas’ home in 
Nipomo.   

Katie Ellison (Frassinelli) made a couple 
of videos to advertize the event.  What is 
really cool is looking at the video’s 
background to see what might be stored 
in a Corvette museum.  Most of the cars 
are covered but some are just parked in 
the building, just waiting their turn to be 
displayed.  Notice the 1953-55 C1 in the 
beginning frames.  Sure wished I lived in 
Bowling Green so I could attend smaller 
events such as this one.  Check it out at 
h t t p : / / w w w. c o r v e t t e b l o g g e r. c o m /
2017/11/07/video-corvette-museum-
planning- indoor-sale-corvette-parts-
m e m o r a b i l i a / ?
utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=e
mail&utm_campaign=corvette_sales_new
s_lifestyle_daily_recap&utm_term=2017-
11-08 

A more detailed video of additional items 
c a n b e s e e n a t :  h t t p : / /
www.corvetteblogger.com/2017/11/16/

v i d e o - a n o t h e r - p r e v i e w - c o r v e t t e -
museums-indoor-parts-memorabilia-sale/ 

The Corvette Store at the Museum is 
offering some hot deals and clearance 
items too.  These make great Christmas 
gifts for your family as well as for the 
Pirate Exchange at our club’s Christmas 
party.  Please check them out at:  
https://corvettestore.com/ 

NCM Insurance for Corvette and other 
Collector Cars: 

During past meetings and these articles, I 
h a v e r e m i n d e d e v e r y o n e o f t h e 
availability of collector car insurance 
through the NCM.  The rates are very 
c o m p e t i t i v e ; o f t e n r e s u l t i n g i n 
s ignif icant reductions in premiums 
depending on your specific needs.  You 
don’t have to be a Museum member to 
purchase insurance but since members do 
get a discounted rate you might consider 
joining. 

Dave Breece recently called for a quote 
and Dave reported that his premium 
dropped from over $700 to less than $400 
for a whole year.  He said his coverage 
levels remained the same as he had been 
paying so he made the switch to the 
Museum’s plan and pocketed the savings. 

Coverage is available for any “collector 
car” including both new and used, not 
just Corvettes.  The car cannot be your 
daily driver and must be garaged.  Once 
you arrive at an agreed value for the car, 
you can choose from several mileage 
options including rollover miles and a 9-5 
option so you can take your ride to work 
and show it off a couple of times a week.  
P l ea se see me fo r a handout on 
insurance.  For a quote and more 
information, please call 877-678-7626 or 
g o t o t he web s i t e a t :  h t t p : //
www.ncminsurance.com/ 
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2018 Torch Red Corvette Coupe Raffle, 
Thursday, December 14, 2017 at 2pm CT  

Tickets are $100 and limited to 1500 
tickets. 

http://www.corvetteblogger.com/2017/11/07/video-corvette-museum-planning-indoor-sale-corvette-parts-memorabilia/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=corvette_sales_news_lifestyle_daily_recap&utm_term=2017-11-08
http://www.corvetteblogger.com/2017/11/16/video-another-preview-corvette-museums-indoor-parts-memorabilia-sale/
https://corvettestore.com/
http://www.ncminsurance.com/


Support the Museum: 

If you love the Chevrolet Corvette and all 
it stands for, you should  become a 
member o f the Nat iona l Corvette 
Museum. For a short video overview of 
the Museum, its mission and features, 
and reasons why so many Corvette 
owners have become members, please go 
to:  http://www.corvettemuseum.org/
visit/videos/  Don’t forget, since SLO 
Vettes has a club membership, our 
members get a discount on their initial 
membership fees. 

If you are feeling charitable during this 
time of year, there are lots of ways you 
can donate to the Museum.  Several 
employers offer matching funds to their 
employees who give to the Museum.   
Don’t forget, if you are an Amazon 
shopper, Amazon Smile donates a portion 
of their profit directly to the charity of 
your choice, including the NCM.  If you 
have any questions, please see me or go 
o n l i n e a t h t t p : / /
www.corvettemuseum.org/support/. 

Assembly Plant: 

Workers have reported back to work, 
first for training and then to build the 
remaining 2018 models before switching 
over to the 2019 models on January 20, 
2018, 
   

 

During the annual NCM Ambassadors’ 
meeting, Plant Manager Kai Spande 
provided a slide-show presentation of 
activity ongoing at the Assembly Plant.  
One of the attendees snapped some 
photos of the screen slides showing the 
new process including the special method 
used now to move both the workers and 
the cars thru the plant.  There are 
before and after photos for comparison 
and text to explain the benefits of the 
updates.  Check out both articles at:  
h t t p : / / w w w. c o r v e t t e b l o g g e r. c o m /
2017/11/02/pics-f irst- look-corvette-
factorys-new-assembly-line/ and http://
www.corvetteblogger.com/2017/11/03/
new-skillet-line-corvette-factory-brings-
benefits-assembly-process/ 

SLO Vettes member Chris Petrush sent me 
a link to a great video for all you gear 
h e a d s a n d C o r v e t t e h o r s e p o w e r 
e n t h u s i a s t s .  D u r i n g p r e v i o u s 
presentations and articles, we have 
talked about the option of allowing Z06 
buyers to help assemble their own 
supercharged engines for their new 
Corvettes at the Bowling Green engine 
assembly facility.  For all the rest of the 
Z06 buyers who let the “professionals” 
do the engine assembly; those engines 
are built at the Tonawanda Engine 
Facility in Buffalo, New York.   

This YouTube video shows every step of 
the process and includes interviews with 
Tonawanda plant managers and team 
members to explain why these engines 
perform so well and last so long.  Many 
thanks to Chris for sharing this great 
video.  Check it out at:  https://
w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ?
v=bLtZNtvc1Aw&feature=youtu.be 

Other Interesting Corvette Info: 

Costco is offering the GM Supplier 
Discount to its members. You can save 
hundreds, even thousands, on eligible, 
new (2017 and 2018) Chevrolet, Buick, 
GMC and Cadillac vehicles - including 
Corvette!    In addition to the discounts, 
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https://www.corvettemuseum.org/support/membership/
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/visit/videos/
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Costco is offering Cash Back cards 
depending on your membership level. 

 

Think you have a cool job?  Unless you 
are a superhero in your work identity, 
Charlie Rusher probably has you beat.  
He is a noise and vibration engineer for 
Chevrolet.  He fine tunes the Corvette’s 
engine sound, both inside and outside 
the car at the Milford Proving Grounds in 
Michigan.  The Base Model, Grand Sport, 
and the Z06, all have distinct engine and 
exhaust sounds.  To read how he does it, 
go to https://mobile.nytimes.com/
2017/10/13/jobs/tunning-corvette-
sound.html?referer=https://
www.google.com/ 

While we are on the subject of Corvette 
sounds, Car Evolution has produced a 
short video that summarizes the history 
of the Corvette.  It progresses thru the 
years with graphics, noted upgrades, 
base prices, and a soundtrack of 
corresponding engine sounds.  It also 
includes some famous concept cars, 
experimental cars, and race cars.  It only 
takes a few minutes to view at:  http://
www.corvetteblogger.com/2017/10/18/
video-evolution-chevrolet-corvette/ 

By the time this article is printed, 
Chevy’s release of the ZR-1 during the 
Dubai Auto Show on November 12th is old 
news, and I am sure that many of you 
have already read about the car’s 
details.  Why in Dubai and not in the USA 
you ask?  Because the LA Auto Show was 
not scheduled until December 1st and GM 
wanted dealers ordering cars during the 

week of November 20.  Plus, there are 
lots of potential ZR-1 customers that 
attend the Dubai show. 

 
Can you believe it?  The most powerful 
American production car ever built will 
b e a v a i l a b l e i n b o t h c o u p e a n d 
convertible models, and with either a 
seven speed manual trans or an eight 
speed automatic.  If you owned one of 
these, you just need to set the A/C 
temp, tune in some sounds, and take the 
long way to get wherever you want. 

During a recent radio station interview at 
the NCM, Plant Manager Kai Spande said 
he expects to start production of the 
2019 ZR-1 in March.  He said only about 
2000 ZR-1s will be made in this model 
year with a price tag around $150,000 for 
a well optioned car.  Kai reported that he 
took a demo home for the Thanksgiving 
holiday but as luck would have it, it 
rained the whole time.  Talk about 
getting dressed up and no place to go!  

☹   Listen to the interview including 

his comments on a variety of Corvette 
topics at:  https://soundcloud.com/
lexington-community-radio/bluegrass-
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b io s -112417 -hour -1 -ka i - spande -gm-
corvette-bowling-green-assembly-plant?
in= lex ington-community-radio/sets/
bluegrass-bios 

Some beautiful photos of the car can be 
v i e w e d a t :  h t t p s : / /
w w w. m o t o r a u t h o r i t y. c o m / n e w s /
1113763_2019-chevrolet-corvette-zr1-
debuts-with-755-hp-lt5-v-8 

A great introduction complete with 
feature highlights can be seen on Chevy’s 
website at:  http://www.chevrolet.com/
upcoming-vehicles/corvette-zr1  Click on 
a feature for info and listen to the 
engine idle. 

For a list of option packages, go to:  
http://www.corvetteblogger.com/docs/
2019CorvetteZR1herocard.pdf 

 

Certain C7 owners with the Magnetic 
R i d e o p t i o n c a n h a v e t h e i r c a r 
reprogrammed at the local Chevy dealer 
t o un l o c k i n c r ea sed pe r f o rmance 
features.  For $350, the same car will 
lower track times at the Milford Proving 
Grounds by 1 second.  Here is a list of 
the cars that can benefit from this initial 
round of improvements: 

Chevrolet has announced the f irst 
calibrations to be offered include: 

• 2014-16 Stingray with Z51 features 
new calibrations in Tour and Sport 
modes. 

• 2016 Stingray (non-Z51) features 
new calibrations in Tour, Sport and 
Track modes. 

• 2015-16 Z06 (non-Z07) features 
new calibrations in Tour, Sport and 
Track modes. 

• 2015-16 Z06 with Z07 Performance 
Package features new calibrations 
in Tour, Sport and Track modes. 

T h e r e c a l i b r a t i o n p a c k a g e w a s 
introduced at the recent SEMA show in 
Los Vegas.  See the video at:  http://
www.corvetteblogger.com/2017/11/01/
v i d e o - c h e v r o l e t - a n n o u n c e s - n e w -
magnetic-ride-performance-calibrations-
c7-corvette/ 

The improvements are fully explained in 
a video, also made at SEMA:  http://
www.corvetteblogger.com/2017/11/07/
video-new-cal ibrations-c7-corvettes-
m a g n e t i c - r i d e / ?
utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=e
mail&utm_campaign=corvette_sales_new
s_lifestyle_daily_recap&utm_term=2017-
11-09 

 

Special news for Grand Sport and Z06 
owners!  Are you worried about driving 
your baby around in the wintertime 
because you have those ultra high 
performance “summer tires”?  While we 
don’t generally have snow on the Central 
Coast, we do have some low temps that 
can significantly reduce your car’s grip 
w h e n f i t t e d w i t h s u m m e r t i r e s .  
Consumer Reports, GM, Tire Rack, and 
other experts in the field warn users of 
these ultra performance tires about 
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https://soundcloud.com/lexington-community-radio/bluegrass-bios-112417-hour-1-kai-spande-gm-corvette-bowling-green-assembly-plant?in=lexington-community-radio/sets/bluegrass-bios
https://www.motorauthority.com/news/1113763_2019-chevrolet-corvette-zr1-debuts-with-755-hp-lt5-v-8
http://www.chevrolet.com/upcoming-vehicles/corvette-zr1
http://www.corvetteblogger.com/docs/2019CorvetteZR1herocard.pdf
http://www.corvetteblogger.com/2017/11/01/video-chevrolet-announces-new-magnetic-ride-performance-calibrations-c7-corvette/
http://www.corvetteblogger.com/2017/11/07/video-new-calibrations-c7-corvettes-magnetic-ride/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=corvette_sales_news_lifestyle_daily_recap&utm_term=2017-11-09


driving their cars when temps are below 
40-45 degrees.   

To allow for the testing of those ZR-1 
prototypes in Michigan and other snow-
covered locales we saw in all those spy 
shots, Michelin developed an all-season 
ultra performance tire.  Soon to be 
available at Tire Rack and other dealers, 
the Alpin PA4 will be a great option for 
our Grand Sport and Z06 members.  
Check the t ires out at:  http://
www.corvetteblogger.com/2017/11/09/
pics-2018-corvette-z06-factory-fitted-
michelin-alpin-season-tires/ 

 

If you recall from my October Newsletter 
article, I wrote about Zora Arkus-
Duntov’s dream racer, the original 1963 
Grand Spor t .  Those f i ve in i t i a l 
prototypes are now priced well beyond 
the reach of anyone I have ever met.  Ah, 
but like the Ford GT 40 and the 427 
Cobra, a replica is now available.   

S u p e r p e r f o r m a n c e , a h i g h - e n d 
fabrication shop in Orange County is now 
producing a modern-day ’63 Grand Sport.  
This is not a restomod but instead a fully 
GM licensed re-creation of the original 
car.  Maybe even something better as 
they offer many choices of optional 
engines as well as optional A/C, roll up 
windows, and other amenities.  Sticker 
price?  A deal at around $170,000.  Here 
are two really good articles with lots of 
i n f o a n d p h o t o s :  h t t p s : / /
w w w. a u t o b l o g . c o m / 2 0 1 7 / 1 0 / 2 7 /
superformance-corvette-grand-sport-
first-drive/#slide-7110477 and http://
www.roadandtrack.com/car-culture/
classic-cars/a13098505/superformance-
corvette-grand-sport-first-drive/ 

S p e a k i n g o f s p e c i a l t y C o r v e t t e 
manufacturing, Genovation has partnered 
with Prefix Corp, a Michigan-based design 
and engineering company and Stafl 
Systems, a California-based focused on 
developing electrical systems, battery 
packs, and performance.  Genovation has 
already built a prototype all-electric C6 
Corvette and now this team will begin 
production of C7-based performance 
electric cars.  They are looking for 660 
hp and 200 mph from their new GXE 
model.  Anticipated price is near 
$750,000.  For further and a video, go 
to:  http://gmauthority.com/blog/
2017/10/genova t i on -announces - c7 -
corvette-based-gxe-electric-car-heading-
to-production/ 

 

Ever wonder why all of us Baby-Boomers 
dreamed of owning a Corvette?  Well, 
here is a link to the video that played 
during the unveiling of the new Chevrolet 
Corvette at the Autorama show.  The 
narrator, Dave Garroway introduces us to 
America’s first sports car in this vintage 
black and white tutorial that left Dave 
and all the rest of us longing for the 
smell of fiberglass and countryside.  
Thanks again to Chris Petrush for sharing 
the link.  Enjoy it at:  http://
www.tvraaca.org/corvette1953i.htm 

To learn more about upcoming events, 
exhibits and to plan your next visit, 
please contact me directly or visit the 
N C M w e b s i t e a t 
www.corvettemuseum.org.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Don Allen, SLO Vettes National Corvette 
Museum Ambassador 
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http://www.corvetteblogger.com/2017/11/09/pics-2018-corvette-z06-factory-fitted-michelin-alpin-season-tires/
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CHRISTMAS PARTY 2017 - 
HIGHLIGHTS 

 

- �  -15



 

Anniversaries 

Ron & Sharron Grasser  Dec 9 
Gerry Lopez    Dec 19 

Wishing you all a very happy 
Anniversary! 

 

  

Birthdays 

Marty Cochran   Dec 3 
John Beaman   Dec 6  
Craig Estrada   Dec 6 
Debbie Huhn   Dec 14 
Floyd Owens   Dec 15 
Kelly Kunitz    Dec 16 
Harald Suschke   Dec 16 
Carlos Vivas    Dec 24 

To all the November birthdays, Happy 
Birthday and many, many more! 
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Sunshine!
Deb Breece



TIRES 
RunFlats.   
I’ve heard arguments for and against these 
tires.  It seems Corvette owners tend to be 
in one camp or the other.  So with that said, 
I thought I would do a little basic research.   

A run-flat tire is a pneumatic vehicle tire 
that is designed to resist the effects of 
deflation when punctured, and to enable 
the vehicle to continue to be driven at 
reduced speeds (under 56 mph), and for 
limited distances (generally between 10 to 
50 miles), depending on the type of tire. 

Better stability after a blowout: this tire can 
support the vehicle without air, a sudden 
deflation results in less weight transfer and 
tread destabilization. ... But it's not as much 
as you might expect, since run-flat tires 
weigh more than regular tires, due to the 
added sidewall reinforcement. 

Run flats can run for at least 50 additional 
miles following a puncture, giving you the 
ability to safely get home, or exit a highway 
and find a repair shop, with little to NO 
damage to your rims.   

Run flats typically cost more.  In many 
cases, if damaged they cannot be repaired.  
Also, some brands can be really noisy.  I’ve 
heard people comment they give a rougher 
ride. 

Short and sweet, but hopefully you have 
more information than you did before.  
From my perspective, I choose the Michelin 
All Season Runflats, as I have had very good 
luck with them.  These tires are great on 
wet roads, are safe in cold temps, and are 
not too noisy. I just put a new set on my 
2015 Corvette.  I had a set on my C6 and at 

over 30k miles on them the tread was still 
pretty deep.    

C6 Owners: 
If you’re not sure what options are in your 
C6, check out the link below; it’s pretty 
cool. Please note when you enter the link, 
just scroll down to get the information you 
need.  Do not subscribe unless you want to.  
http://www.corvette-web-central.com/
C6CorvetteRPOCode.html 
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Members Talk

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pneumatics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vehicle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tire
http://www.corvette-web-central.com/C6CorvetteRPOCode.html
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