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On the road again. That Just can’t wait to get on the road again. The life I love is making 

music with my friends. And I can’t wait to get on the road again. Photo by Rex Ott on route to 

the Warbird Museum and Barbeque.  Below left is are Tom and Maureen Horner, and to the 

right are Rex and Georgia Ott!                  

                                                

Goin places that I’ve never been       See in’ things that I may never see again. And I can’t 

wait to get on the road again….. On the road again. Like a band of gypsies we go down 

the highway. We’re the best of friends insisting that the world keep turning our way. And our 

way ………. is on the road again.    
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                                                   MISCELLANEOUS RAMBLINGS 

It’s hard to believe that the year is nearly half over.  Time moves quickly when you are having fun, or so 

they say, and I’d like to think we’ve been having fun these past months, starting with the fantastic 

afternoon we had at the Dallons’ home planning the year’s events calendar.  Since then we tried 

mightily to get ourselves up Highway 1 to Ragged Point for Valentine’s Day, only to discover that 

apparently Mother Nature doesn’t recognize that as a legitimate holiday.  We’ve joined with the Cobra 

Club for a show at the Warbird Museum and had Sunday runs to the Vintage Cowboy Winery and to 

Shell Creek Road to confirm that the wildflowers have come . . . and gone!   

Website Changes:  Jon Dallons, the Club’s long-serving Webmaster, has made some exciting changes to 

the web page.  The “Members” section is now a direct access page with photos of SLO Vettes members 

and their cars.  This is a terrific idea and is especially helpful for new members who want to know who is 

who.  And, speaking for the over 70 crowd, it’s ain’t exactly un-useful to those of us who have fading 

memories!  To make this section work Jon needs a photo of you and your significant other standing 

beside your car.  If you take a look at the photos already posted you’ll get an idea of what Jon needs.  

Please make this a high priority, it’s important for the Club and its members. 

 Club rosters, with personal information on members we want to keep private, can be reached by 

clicking on “Roster” at the top of the Home Page or on the “Roster” icon below the graphic.  To view this 

section you will need an ID and Password.  Jon recently sent all members an email describing the 

changes and providing both the ID and Password for the Roster area. While the ID remains the same as 

before, the Password has changed, so be sure you check Jon’s message.  If you didn’t receive or can’t 

find Jon’s email just ask any Board member for the information. 

Finally, a short word on our rosters, which provide home addresses, telephone numbers, email 

addresses, and information on your vehicles.  This is very sensitive information, hence the need to 

protect it with IDs and Passwords.  At the last meeting John Beaman passed out up-dated rosters for 

telephone and email.  After the meeting we found copies laying on the tables.  It is important that the 

rosters not get into the hands of non-members, so I’d urge you to treat them as classified documents 

that need to be tightly controlled.  Nuff said! 

                  RUSS SURBER 

                  PRESIDENT 
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Shell Creek Road Wildflower Run:  We had 

twelve cars come to the Park and Ride in 

Santa Margarita on Sunday, April 23, for a 

run through the back country to Shell Creek 

in the hopes of finding some wildflowers.  

While most were gone there remained a 

sprinkling of yellow and blue reminders of 

spring to make the trip worthwhile.  In fact, 

what I learned from the experience was that 

for SLO Vettes, the success of a trip isn’t 

really determined by the destination but by 

the drive to get there, and in that we were 

doubly blessed because we had great 

Corvette roads and weather as close to perfect as it can get.  Lunch at Creston’s Loading Chute was, as 

always, a delight, and the air above the table was filled with laughter and joy for a day well spent. 

The Monthly Meeting – A Different Approach:  Your Board has been wrestling with ideas intended to 

make our monthly meetings more interesting.  Our goal has been to make the meeting something you 

really want to attend and not something you think you should attend.  To that end the Board decided to 

drop the reading of the previous month’s minutes and, instead, rely on you to have read the draft 

minutes in the Newsletter and come prepared to make any corrections or additions necessary.  

Beginning this month I will ask if anyone has any corrections or additions to the minutes as published 

and, if none are forthcoming, will call for a motion and second to accept them as written.  I know that 

when I was Secretary I dreaded having to read a long document as heads began to nod and eyes began 

to wander.  I will be interested in hearing your thoughts about this change at meeting’s end.  Likewise, 

the Corvette Museum report will focus on highlights and make mention of things you can follow up on 

by visiting the Museum website. 

The biggest change the Board has approved is the inclusion of a guest 

speaker as often as one can be found.  This month, for instance, Dave 

Gunn of Paso Robles has been invited to speak about his ongoing 

efforts to restore the McLaren Can-Am car he brought from England 

and hopes eventually to race.  It’s an exciting tale of highs and lows as 

the process works itself out.  Be there, you’ll enjoy Dave’s story. 

Speakers:  In that regard, I’d like to encourage you to think about 

speakers and make suggestions to any of the Board members when 

you have an idea.  Especially skilled Corvette mechanics, well-

informed sales staff from local dealers who know Corvettes well, or 

people like Dave Gunn who simply have interesting stories to tell 

that involve cars or anything else that can captivate the imagination 

would be great candidates for an invitation.  Also, we live in an area 

with lots of retired people who worked in fascinating industries and 

who might be willing to share some of their insights and stories 

with us.  So, please, give this some thought and if you have an idea  
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or know someone you think would be an interesting speaker, please talk to me or to any member of the 

Board and let us know. 

Up-Coming Events:  

Ragged Point:  Brian Cyester is working on putting together a run to Ragged Point, with or without the 

participation of the Monterey Club who ordinarily organizes this event.  When he has worked out the 

details and has a date set he’ll make the announcement.  This has always been a fun event for the Club 

and, on this occasion, will also help a business weather the storm caused by the closure of Highway 1.   

Topaz Solar Farm:  The Topaz Solar Farm Tour is definitely ON for Saturday, May 20.  This will be a 

chance to take a ride probably from the now well-known Park and Ride in Santa Margarita out to 

California Valley and get an insiders look at one of the State’s major solar operations.  Gary & Maggie 

Hood will be our hosts and I’d have to put this on the “Don’t Miss” list, for sure. 

The Mystery Tour:  Jon and Jan Dallons are at it again, with a little help from their friends (that would be 

Denise and me), and are now taking deposits for the 15 spaces available.  The deposit of $300 will 

guarantee you a place in a run that will extend over three days, include two nights at a lovely hotel, and 

lunch on the first day and a celebratory dinner on the second night.  The total cost will be $550 per car, 

and I’d suggest that you can’t stay at home for three days and go out to lunch and dinner for much less.  

So, break out your check book, blow out the moths, and become one of the Lucky 15.   

Ciao Baby, 

Russ 
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   Hi sports fans. Here we are again, another month has gone by and our club is 

still growing. I hope it continues!  New members for this month are: 

 Gary and Laura Kramer. They are from the L.A. area and have a 2011 blue 

convertible corvette.                            

                                          

     Welcome to Ronna and Murray Damen! They 

are from the San Fernando Valley and have Silver 

convertible 2003 corvette.   

 

 

 

 

 

                         John Beaman 

                         Vice President 

       WARM WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS! 
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                                                     SLO Vettes Monthly Meeting Minutes 

 
 
 
April 14, 2017  
 
IHOP Restaurant, San Luis Obispo 
 
San Luis Obispo SLO Vettes President Russ Surber called the meeting to order at 6:33 p.m.   All elected 
officers were present and twenty-six people were in attendance.  
 
Membership:  Vice President/Membership Chair, John Beaman announced that we have a new 
member, Gary Kramer and that he owns a Calloway, but he was not present at the meeting.  John also 
introduced new members joined tonight, Murray and Ronna Damen of San Luis Obispo.  They have 
moved to the area from Studio City and have a silver 2003 convertible. 
 
John reported that we now have approximately 40 memberships totaling 68 members.  
 
Minutes:   Secretary, Jeanne Allen read the draft minutes from the March General meeting and Jan 
Dallons moved to accept the draft minutes and the motion was seconded by John Beaman.  The motion 
passed on a unanimous voice vote.  Russ announced that in the interest of time the minutes would not 
be read at future meetings.  This was a unanimous decision made by the board just prior to tonight’s 
General meeting.  The decision to omit the reading of the draft minutes was due to them being 
published in the monthly Newsletter and members can access and read them prior to the General 
meeting.  
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer, Jan Dallons reported on the club’s income and expenses from March 11, 
through April 14, 2017 as well as year to date totals and she stated that the club is solvent.  Denise 
Surber made a motion to accept the report and Ron Berkel seconded the motion.  The motion passed on 
a unanimous voice vote. 
 
Events:  Events Chair, Dave Breece wanted to know if anyone would be interested in attending 
spontaneous events.  Dave suggested that we consider doing impromptu dinner runs in which a 
member could send out a notification that he/she is going someplace and ask if others would like to join.  
If known in advance, a 3-4 day advance notice could be given. 
 
Jan Dallons distributed an event flyer for the 2017 Mystery Run scheduled for the weekend of 
September 22-24. The cost will be $575 per couple.  She is now accepting deposits in the amount of 
$300. 

           Jeanne Allen  

          Secretary 
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Future Events –  
 

• Wildflowers run …. Possibly this next weekend 4/23 

• Warbirds, Wings, and Wheels 5/13 

• Topaz Solar Farm 5/20   

• Cayucos Lions Club parade – 4th of July 
 
National Corvette Museum:  Museum Liaison, Don Allen reported on several activities and fundraising 
efforts at the museum.   Don said several raffles have been planned for April and May. Please see his  
article in this month’s newsletter for specifics.    
 
Newsletter:  Newsletter Editor, Barbara Buchanan reminded everyone that she welcomes articles 
regarding general maintenance, repair, or technical information that would be beneficial to our 
members.       
 
Website:  Webmaster, Jon Dallons reported that the website is current and he was waiting for direction 
from the Board to update the general meeting location from Margie’s Diner to IHOP on the Events Page. 
 
Sunshine:  Sunshine Chair, Deb Breece announced the April birthdays and anniversaries.   
 
Merchandise:  Merchandise Chair, Valerie Cochran showed personal jackets bought by members that 
had the SLO Vettes logo embroidered on them.  She also had new samples of jackets and visors for 
purchase.   Please contact Valerie if interested in placing an order.  
 
Old Business:  Russ Surber mentioned again about wanting to create a phone tree to inform members of 
last-minute changes or cancellations of events and asked for volunteers.  Russ said the details were yet 
to be worked out.  Ron Berkel and Chuck Varela volunteered.   Additional phone tree volunteers are 
wanted and anyone interested can contact Russ directly. 
 
Don Allen talked about the Cobra BBQ held at the Warbirds Museum earlier this month and how much 
everyone enjoyed the event.  Russ Surber also gave a nice off the cuff presentation about the different 
components of the Warbirds Museum.  Russ’s knowledge from previous years of being a docent at the 
museum made for an interesting and informative topic of conversation. 
 
New Business:  Russ said he had contacted those in attendance at last month’s meeting and asked them 
for their input regarding the venue change From Margie’s Diner to IHOP.  He said the majority either 
wanted to move the regular meetings to the IHOP location or had no preference.  Russ said the Board 
members held a Board Meeting prior to the General meeting to discuss this issue and other club 
business.  Russ said after hearing the result of his survey, the Board decided to hold future meetings at 
the IHOP restaurant. 
 
50/50 Drawing:  Jan Dallons sold $70.00 worth of tickets and Jan Dallons won $35.00.   
 
President Surber adjourned the meeting at 7:42 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jeanne Allen 
Secretary 
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Museum News 
 

 
 

 
 
Ready to order a 2018?  How about the 
Ultimate Carbon Fiber package for an ’18 
Grand Sport or Z06 to celebrate 65 years of 
Corvettes?  The 2018 Corvette Order Guide 
was released on Monday, April 10th.  
Dealers could start keying in orders on April 
13th. These are preliminary orders as 
dealers will be officially notified of their 
first allocations for 2018 Corvette 
production on April 27th. The cut-off for 
new car orders will be June 15 th.   

This link will take you to a summary of the new model changes, updates, color options and 
other interesting facts about the latest Corvettes.  Included also within the page will be a link to 
the 2018 order sheet showing all the specifications, features and options.  Happy shopping!   
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/2018-corvette-carbon-65-edition-marks-milestone/ 
 
And more good news.  The price of each new model is only going to be increased by $50.  The 
coupe starts out at $55,495 plus the taxes and destination fee.  Here are the base prices for 
each:  http://www.corvetteblogger.com/2017/04/11/chevrolet-raises-pricing-2018-corvette-
models-mere-50/ 
 
How about the ZR1 we keep hearing about?  No RPO (Regular Performance Options) numbers 
listed so far for the ZR1 package on the order sheet but if you read the fine print, there are a 
couple of hints.  First, the blue carbon fiber brake caliper option (J6B) on the Carbon Fiber 
Package is listed as being ZR1 Blue Brake Calipers.  Secondly, the Gas Guzzler Tax, ZR1 is listed 
as RPO R8E.  See for yourself at:  http://gmauthority.com/blog/2017/04/2018-c7-corvette-zr1-
gas-guzzler-tax-spotted-in-gm-order-system/ 
 
And GM is getting more daring.  The spy shots of the ZR1 now show the car without the us ual 
black mask on the front of the prototype while being tested at Nurburgring, the famed German 
Grand Prix racecourse.  http://www.autoblog.com/2017/04/18/spy-photos-corvette-zr1-on-the-
nurburgring/#slide-4992815 
 
The Museum is an award winner again.  The National Association of Automobile Museums 
awards the work of non-profit automotive museums for achievement, professionalism, and 

            Don Allen 

                   Museum Ambassador  

http://www.corvettemuseum.org/2018-corvette-carbon-65-edition-marks-milestone/
http://www.corvetteblogger.com/2017/04/11/chevrolet-raises-pricing-2018-corvette-models-mere-50/
http://www.corvetteblogger.com/2017/04/11/chevrolet-raises-pricing-2018-corvette-models-mere-50/
http://gmauthority.com/blog/2017/04/2018-c7-corvette-zr1-gas-guzzler-tax-spotted-in-gm-order-system/
http://gmauthority.com/blog/2017/04/2018-c7-corvette-zr1-gas-guzzler-tax-spotted-in-gm-order-system/
http://www.autoblog.com/2017/04/18/spy-photos-corvette-zr1-on-the-nurburgring/#slide-4992815
http://www.autoblog.com/2017/04/18/spy-photos-corvette-zr1-on-the-nurburgring/#slide-4992815
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creativity.  This year, the NCM was recognized with six awards including a first place in the 
Events and Public Promotions category for the Corvette Cave-in Exhibit.   
 

 

 
Another one of the famous Callaway cars 
now on exhibit at the Museum is showcased 
on YouTube.  The history and technical 
information on the 1994 “Frieda” 
Supernatural Corvette that served as 
Corvette’s return to racing at Le Mans after 
an 18 year absence, can be found at:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FB9Lyd
DMc3k&feature=youtu.be 

 
Several club members have asked me about obtaining a window sticker or build sheet for their 
Corvette that was not included with the used car purchase or if purchased new, wasn’t kept 
with their new car documentation.  To make your Corvette documentation complete, both are 
available from the museum for cars built at the Bowling Green plant.  The records are also 
available in a variety of formats including paper, laminated paper, tempered glass, brushed 
aluminum, and slate.  Dealer brochures for your respective year are also available.  Discounts 
are offered to museum members.  For more information, go to:  
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/learn/library-archives/build-sheets-window-stickers/ 
 
Would you love to buy a new Corvette and include the Museum Delivery Experience option but 
just can’t make time in your busy schedule?  You can still see your Corvette being built by 
ordering a custom photo album through the Museum.  Leather bound with about 20 pages of 
text and photos detailing your car’s build process.  You can also order a specialized interior 
plaque on the center console.  For more info:  http://www.chevrolet.com/corvette-life/bowling-
green-assembly-plant 
 
Last month Chris Petrush shared some great information regarding insurance at reduced rates 
for Corvettes through Hagerty Insurance, Inc.  If you are in the market for insur ance for your 
Corvette or any other collector car, be sure and get a price quote from the National Corvette 
Museum.  The NCM offers great rates on policies with options such as “agreed value” and 
various mileage amounts for garage queens.  They even offer policies for race cars.  Check out 
their home page at:  http://ncminsurance.com/ 
 
For general membership information, please contact Membership Manager Stephanie Morrill at 
270-467-8837 or Stephanie@corvettemuseum.org.  
 
Assembly Plant 
 
If you are planning a visit, please remember the Assembly Plant tours will be suspended after 
June 16, 2017 and is expected to run through October.   The 2017 Corvette model year wil l 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FB9LydDMc3k&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FB9LydDMc3k&feature=youtu.be
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/learn/library-archives/build-sheets-window-stickers/
http://www.chevrolet.com/corvette-life/bowling-green-assembly-plant
http://www.chevrolet.com/corvette-life/bowling-green-assembly-plant
http://ncminsurance.com/
mailto:Stephanie@corvettemuseum.org
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come to a close on Friday, June 2nd.  Production of the 2018 Corvette starts up on the following 
Monday (June 5th) and will continue through June and July only to come to a stop on July 31 st 
when the plant is closed for “production upgrades.”  Production  (and hopefully the tours) will 
resume from where it left off on the 1st of November.  
 
Yes, you read that correctly.  Some 2018 models will be built before the plant is shut down for 
upgrades.  Humm……  I wonder if the pre-shutdown cars will be collector cars someday.  Or will 
they be the cars to avoid?  Or will the upgrade make way for additional engine option 
packages?  Or maybe to add a second model to the lineup?  Only time will tell.  
 
For a schedule of black-out dates, go to http://www.corvettemuseum.org/visit/plant-tours/ 
 
Upcoming NCM Events 
 
2017 NCM Bash sponsored by Michelin, April 27-29 
 
The Bash is one of our largest annual events.  Activities include the debut of the 2018 Corvette, 
scenic road tours including visits to old favorites and new attractions, special seminars, 
autograph sessions, access to Customer Assistance Center, talk to the “Corvette Mechanic”, and 
other events.  For further info: https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/15b34d3c09e1755b 
 
For a list of all NCM events, please go to:  http://www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/events/, 
select the date range, and click on the event for details.  
 
Raffles    (Don’t forget, the Museum Delivery Experience is included.)  
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.corvettemuseum.org/visit/plant-tours/
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/15b34d3c09e1755b
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/events/
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2017 Watkins Glen Gray Metallic Corvette Collector Edition GS Coupe (VIN 00003) Raffle, Thursday, April 28, 
2017 at 2pm CT.  Tickets are $200 and limited to 1000 tickets.   
 
2017 Torch Red Corvette Convertible Raffle, Thursday, April 29, 2017 at 2 pm CT 
Tickets are $10 with no limit to the number of tickets sold.   
 
2017 Long Beach Red Corvette Convertible Raffle, Thursday, May 17, 2017 at 2pm  CT 
Tickets are $150 and limited to 1000 tickets.   
 
For more information on the cars and to purchase tickets, go to: https://store.corvettemuseum.org/corvette-
raffle                                        Corvette miscellaneous ramblings 
 
Rumors have it that the new ZR1 may offer active handling aerodynamics.  What is that you say?  I t means that 

a computer control  
s the angle of the spoilers, the front air dam, and all the scoops and vents that allows the car to slip more 
easily through the air.  GM filed a patent recently that suggests they are pursuing the technology.  For further  
see:  http://www.thedrive.com/tech/8601/will-the-chevy-corvette-zr1-use-active-aerodynamics 
And a diagram o                                                                   f the car’s special features at: 
http://www.autoguide.com/auto-news/2017/03/the-corvette-is-next-in-                 line-to-get-active-aero.html 
   
                                                      
Should Corvette be its own brand?  Bob Lutz, retired GM Vice Chairman and former head of product 
development, thinks so and so do other shaker and movers.  Just think, if Corvette were to stand alone, it 
could also offer a high performance SUV, ala Porsche and other luxury performance manufacturers.  Imagine a 
650 horsepower Z06 engine in a carbon fiber-rich sleek SUV.  If you need some help envisioning such, check 
out what the XC7/X06 supercar SUV could resemble at:  
http://www.detroitnews.com/story/opinion/columnists/henry-payne/2017/03/27/gm-built-corvette-
suv/99676442/ 
 
Past Indy-car drivers will be competing at the 2.4 mile road course at Indianapolis on May 13 th.  Mario 
Andretti, 77 years old and Sam Schmidt, who was paralyzed from the neck down during Indy testing 17 years 
ago, will be racing each other as a demonstration of semi-autonomous car technology.  Two Z06 Corvettes 
have been fitted with the latest equipment developed by Arrow Electronics.  
 
“Schmidt steers the car with a headset connected to infrared cameras that detect his head-tilt motions. He 
accelerates and brakes with a sip-and-puff device, and he uses voice commands to switch gears and turn the 
car on and off.”  Mario will have to do the same.  For the whole story:  
http://www.corvetteblogger.com/2017/04/11/sam-schmidt-race-mario-andretti-semi-autonomous-corvettes-
indianapolis-motor-speedway/ 
 
To learn more about upcoming events, exhibits and plan your next visit, please contact me directly and visit 
the NCM website at www.corvettemuseum.org.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Don Allen, SLO Vettes National Corvette Museum Ambassador  
 

https://store.corvettemuseum.org/corvette-raffle
https://store.corvettemuseum.org/corvette-raffle
http://www.thedrive.com/tech/8601/will-the-chevy-corvette-zr1-use-active-aerodynamics
http://www.autoguide.com/auto-news/2017/03/the-corvette-is-next-in-%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20line#-to-get-active-aero.html
http://www.detroitnews.com/story/opinion/columnists/henry-payne/2017/03/27/gm-built-corvette-suv/99676442/
http://www.detroitnews.com/story/opinion/columnists/henry-payne/2017/03/27/gm-built-corvette-suv/99676442/
http://www.corvetteblogger.com/2017/04/11/sam-schmidt-race-mario-andretti-semi-autonomous-corvettes-indianapolis-motor-speedway/
http://www.corvetteblogger.com/2017/04/11/sam-schmidt-race-mario-andretti-semi-autonomous-corvettes-indianapolis-motor-speedway/
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/
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        Templeton Parade   -   Cayucos Parade 

After participating in the parades, join fellow club members at 

Jon & Jan Dallons home for some good BBQ, Fantastic Views, 

A Surprise or Two and if lucky, a view of the Coast Fireworks.   

$15.00 per person 

       Casa Mirador Santa Rosa Creek Road, Templeton  

You are welcome to show up immediately after the parades or 

rest up at home for a few hours and then ome up. Please R.S.V.P.’s to Jan  (805) 

712-1111 
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Mystery Tour  

September  22 - 24 

 

fun filled all inclusive weekend!  

• Lodging Friday and Saturday Night 

• Lunch on Friday 

• Popular Heavy Hors d’oeuvres Friday Night 

• Plated Dinner Saturday Night 

• Continental Breakfast Saturday and Sunday 

• Events Shirts 

•    No Freeway Driving 

      

  ALL FOR ONLY  $575. 00 
   

per couple 

We are accepting $300 deposits now! 

Contests of a competitive nature can be expected 

To reserve your spot, call Jan Dallons  (805) 712-1111 
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                                                         Article submitted by Russ Surber    

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL. 

This copy is for your personal, non-commercial use only. To order presentation-ready copies for distribution to your colleagues, clients or customers visit 

http:/h•mw.'.djreprints_comhttps://www.wsj.com/articles/bugattis-chiron-more-than-just-a-3-million-road-catapult-1491505777 

LIFE I CARS I RUMBLE SEAT 

Bugatti's Chiron: More Than Just a $3 Million Road Catapult 
Bugatti's Chiron is the fastest, most powerful, most expensive production road car ever by a 

global auto maker. And it is glorious 

 

1 of 15 

Bugatti's Chiron is the fastest, most powerful, most expensive production road car ever 

Updated April 6, 2017 6:13 p.m. ET 

IF STORYTELLING is theater of the mind, what follows is adult cinema for 
motorheads. You have joined me in Lisbon, Portugal, for the global press launch 
of Bugatti's Chiron, successor to the all-conquering Veyron 16.4 supercar. On this 
March evening the air is soft and the restaurants are noisy. Couples amble along 
the waterfront past the 16th-century Belém Tower, a frosted cake of turrets and 
crenelations. 

TECHNICAL AND MAINTENANCE NEWS 
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The bleak, beetle-backed monster parked in the courtyard of the hotel lays claim to 
being the new fastest, most powerful, most expensive road car ever produced by a 
proper global auto maker. Those numbers, should you want to forward 

them to your accountant in Macau: about 285 mph; 1,500 horsepower; $3 million. 

It's so evil-looking birds won't land on it. The back half seems to be 
devouring the front. The full-width taillight glows like a stinging slash from a 
Jedi's saber. From its aerospace-standard carbon-fiber safety cell to its titanium 
tailpipes, the Chiron plays out a drama of precision fabrication that will make 
you weak at the knees. Gawd, what an object. 

And yet, we've been here before. When Ferdinand Piech, grandson of Ferdinand 
Porsche and then-chairman ofVW's supervisory board, re-established the legendary 
marque in its historic home in Molsheim, France, in the 2000s, it was to build a single, 
matchless car. The Veyron 16.4 was conceived to deliver worldhistorical performance 
in every category—including acceleration, braking, cornering and top speed—with 
uncompromised refinement, safety and drivability, even at maximum speed. 

Which it did. In 2005, the 16-cylinder, 1,000-hp Veyron 16.4 laid down a production-
car world record of 253 mph at parent-company VW's test track in Germany. In 2010, 
a Veyron 16.4 Super Sport set the current record of 268 mph, ahead of a 1,200-hp pillar 
of fire. 

Thanks to two-stage quad turbochargers that are about 50% larger, and a host of 
improvements to engine breathing and cooling that came with the exterior 
redesign, the Chiron's 8.0-liter W16 nets 25% more horsepower—now a galactic 
1,500 hp at 6,750 rpm, about equal to three Corvettes—and all the torque, ever: 
1,600 Newton-meters from just 2,000 rpm all the way to 6,000 rpm. 

Top speed? TBD. But judging by the arch in company president Wolfgang 
Dürheimer's eyebrow as he says, "significantly higher than the Veyron, I think people 
will be surprised how much," I'm picking 285 mph in the office pool. 

Give or take, in the winged zoomorphia of the extremely fast, Bugatti will fly 
higher than any other car maker has ever dared. Again. 

So it's another useless road catapult for ultrarich idiots? Let's not quibble. You 
may also think it awkward, at least, that this crown jewel of consumption should 
come from Bugatti, of the VW Group , which has executives under indictment 
and billions in liabilities for cheating clean-air rules. 
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  BUGATTI'S CHIRON 

 

PHOTO: BUGATTI 

• Base price: $3 million 

• Powertrain: Mid-mounted 8.0-liter W16 engine, with four turbochargers and sequential boost, direct injection and full titanium 
exhaust; seven-speed dual-clutch automatic transmission with manual-shift modes; multi-disc center differential, front and rear 
differentials with integrated inter-axle lock, permanent all wheel drive. 

• Power/torque: I ,500 hp at 6,750 rpm/l ,600 Nm from 2,000-6,000 rpm 
• Length/weight: 178.9 inches/4,400 pounds (est) 

Wheelbase: 106.7 inches 

• 0-62 mph: <2.5 seconds 

• 0-186 mph: <13.6 seconds 

• Top speed: 285 mph (est) 

• Luggage space: 66 liters 

But I suggest the Chiron's moral status is more nuanced. As fate would have it, 
profits from the Chiron will go a long way toward paying the debts to society 
incurred in the Dieselgate scandal. Meanwhile, the average Bugatti is driven less 
than 800 miles annually, so these profits' actual carbon footprint is quite small. 
On that score it may be the greenest car VW Group has ever built. 

And suddenly there I am, hands wrapped around the leather-molded grips, eyes gazing 
over the curved carbon-fiber horizon down a long and empty road in Portugal. My co-
driver, Le Mans-winner and Bugatti test pilot Andy Wallace, has cleared us for 
takeoff. I've turned the drive-mode selector on the steering wheel to Handling mode 
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and left the gearbox in Automatic. I'm not even bothering with Launch Mode. I stamp 
the throttle. 

It's hard to put words to the sensation of a 2-ton luxury automobile's accelerating 
from repose to 186 mph (300 km/h) in 13.6 seconds—about as long it takes most 
people to read this sentence aloud. It's like getting hit by a freight train, if 
Hermös made freight trains. This is the adult entertainment that Bugatti panders 
to the jaded .1%: scarcely believable, barely endurable blasts of acceleration, 
clutching spasms of delta-v that are both pleasure and pain, traumatic and 
orgasmic. 

And at the moment when the jeweled clock-face speedometer passes 300 km/h—a 
moment of tunnel vision, mild vertigo and panicky laughter—the car is still traveling 
two-thirds of its maximum speed. 

"Nothing I ever drove at Le Mans was nearly this fast," Mr. Wallace says. 

You don't like the way it looks? You're quaint. I applaud this car's Gallic contempt 
for the sterility of supercar styling. This decorative insolence is best seen in the car's 
curls of brightwork looping around the cabin—C for Louis Chiron, Bugatti's works 
driver from the 1930s. This flourish is so on-the-nose, only the French would have 
dared it. 

 

'It's like getting hit by a freight train, if Hermes made freight trains.  

 

An acutely Parisian taste inhabits the couture leather-bound cabin, where the C 
motif is restated in a thin, elegant light bar descending from the roof to the center 
console. Ahead, a vertical spar of carbon-fiber and aluminum transects the 
forward bulkhead, hosting four ice-blue rotary dials commanding first-level 
functions of cabin, climate and vehicle systems. The animated displays for these 
functions appear in the instrument cluster. But the speedometer, with increments 
up to 500 km/h, is analogue, so admirers can see it through the window. Peasants. 

Towering over other considerations are the demands of extreme speed. Because 
aero resistance rises as a square of velocity, the faster you go, the steeper the hill. 
Thus the Chiron's 1,500 horsepower, thus the prodigious engine water pump, 
circulating 211 gallons of coolant every minute. That's enough coolant to fill four 
bathtubs, not that I'd recommend it. 
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The energies involved are daunting. So I was reminded when a kicked-up stone 
ricocheted off the Chiron's rakish windshield at three-digit speed, fracturing the 
unspeakably expensive glass in front of Mr. Wallace's face. 

IMMODESTLY SUPERLATIVE The $3 million Bugatti Chiron is the most expensive—and fastest—production road car ever 
from a global auto maker. PHOTO: BUGATTI 

The big number is Vmax, top speed. This is where angels fear to tread. Like 
theVeyron, the Chiron must first assume attack posture, accessed with the Top 
Speed key. The adaptive air suspension lowers the car to a mere 3 inches off the 
tarmac. This key also moves the Chiron's rear wing into low-drag position, which 
is also, alas, the low-downforce position. 

I'm not worried about the clients. Seriously. Not worried. But one day soon a test 
driver will strap into one of these cars and gallantly go for the record, and 
management will gallantly let him. No matter the precautions taken, every sortie 
to Vmax is a gamble, a life-or-death wager on human ingenuity. 

It's goddamn glorious. It's like the early decades of the automobile, when 
engineers and drivers would take life in hand to demonstrate the strength of their 
machines to an exclusive clientele—Duesenberg's hero of the salt flats, Ab 
Jenkins, for instance. 

The world of luxury goods is full of inflated brand narratives. I join you in your sneering 
and cynicism. Bugatti plays that game, too. But as its serial rewriting of the record 
books proves, these machines are very real. For Bugatti, velocity equals ontology. 
Physics and metaphysics are the same. 

Copyright &copy;2017 Dow Jones &amp; Company, Inc. All Rights ReservedThis copy is for your personal, non-commercial use only. To order presentation-ready 

copies for distribution to your colleagues, clients or customers visit http://www. 
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                                GUESS WHO THIS IS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

             Ahhhhh ………….. Back in the day….. Any guesses ???????????????????????????????? 
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    NO BIRTHDAYS FOR MAY ! 

 

Sunshine 

                         Historian 

NEXT MEETING 

 May 12TH  @ 6:30 P.M. 

 IHOP 

212 MADONNA RD. 

SAN LUIS OBISPO 

      Happy Anniversary to 

 

Chuck and Judy Varela on May 4th 

David and Valerie King on May 22nd 

Kevin and Janice Ames on May 31st  
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