
      Central Coast Cobras Cruise BBQ at the Warbirds and Wheels Museum.  

          Corvette above belongs to Don and Jeanne Allens.  A fun day!
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                                     MISCELLANEOUS RAMBLINGS 

 Speaker:  For openers, David Gunn spoke to the Club at its monthly meeting to talk about his trials and 

tribulations as the new owner of an old (1972) Can-Am car.  Sold as “race ready,” Dave explained that it 

was far from that and needed extensive rebuilding to actually put on the track in anything like a 

competitive form.  Subsequently, Dave reports his weekend at Laguna Seca May 20-21 was a 

considerable success and that he was able to engage several sister Can-Am cars in some legitimate 

racing.  As is typical of Vintage Car Racing, Dave’s 45-year old Can-Am car had to share the track with 

some more recent “vintage” racing machines, including the Ford GT that won its class at Le Mans in 

2016, a 500+ hp  3.5-liter, EcoBoost V-6.  Dave told me it was stunningly fast and simply drove away 

from everyone else.  If you enjoyed Dave’s presentation and think having other speakers visit the Club is 

a good idea please let me or any of the Board members know.  Even better, if you know someone who 

you think might be an interesting speaker, please let us know and we’ll extend an invitation.  And, 

remember, the subject doesn’t have to be limited to just Corvettes, anyone who you think has an 

interesting profession, hobby, or experience is fair game! 

Topaz Solar Farm Run:  On May 20th a group of SLO Vette 

members accepted Gary & Maggie Hood’s gracious 

invitation to visit their California Valley home for lunch 

and a tour of one of the world’s three largest solar farms, 

Topaz, which provides California 550-megawatts of power 

every day, enough to power about 180,000 average 

California homes!  We all had a great time.  The view from 

the patio at the Hood’s home is spectacular, looking out 

on a vast range where protected species like prong horn 

deer and elk roam, along with kit foxes, coyotes, and the 

occasional rabbit!  Maggie prepared a fantastic lunch featuring pulled pork sandwiches, my favorite 

thing, and a peach cobbler that was way beyond good!  Gary spoke with us at length about the Farm and 

the challenges and rewards of overseeing its construction, and then took us in small groups out amongst 

the solar panels and conversion stations (that change the current from DC to AC) and then to the 

operations center which can monitor the entire operation.  I say “can” because, in fact, the day-to-day 

operation is run out of an operations center in Phoenix.  I’ve asked Barbara to include in this month’s 

Newsletter the handout Gary provided because I think you will find it an interesting read.   For those of 

you who couldn’t attend, you missed a totally enjoyable and highly informative day, not to mention 

some excellent food! 

                  RUSS SURBER 

                  PRESIDENT 

 

 



Gift Idea for Yourself or Friends:  The other day I stopped at Paso Robles Chevrolet to change the oil in 

the Gray Lady.  To pass the time while the job was being done I wandered into the showroom to 

discover a nice 2017 Z06 that can be yours for a mere $115,000.  Think of it, you win a couple of Club 

drawings and you practically have a down payment.  On the other hand, you could buy a $100 ticket in a 

National Corvette Museum limited entry drawing and have the same thing without buying $10 worth of 

drawing tickets!  The Z06 is a beautiful machine, by the way, black and very, very mean looking.  Just the 

thing to bring to Hot El Camino Nites in August.  On the other hand, if none of these ideas appeal to you 

it would make a wonderful gift for someone at the Club Christmas Party! 

Corvettes at Lake Tahoe:  On June 22 a group of ten 

Corvettes from the Club will be heading northeast to join 

190 other Vettes at the biennial gathering in Stateline, 

Nevada, sponsored by the Lake Tahoe Area Corvette Club.  

The LTACC and the Monterey Peninsula CC work together 

to provide annual gatherings for Corvettes, the LTACC 

taking the odd numbered years and the MPCC the even 

numbered.  While the 200-car limit has been filled for this 

year, it isn’t too soon to start thinking about leaving some 

space in your calendar for the 2018 gathering that will take 

place sometime in June in Monterey.  While the cars are on 

display in a “show” you shouldn’t be discouraged from going because yours isn’t a “show” car.  The 

“show” is more of an excuse for getting together than anything else, and while there are some real show 

cars that attend (the Dallons’ 1957 Vette won Best in Show in 2014 – see photo), most are daily drivers 

that are there for the fun and camaraderie.   

The 2017 Magical Mystery Tour:  Just a reminder that if you want to secure a place in this year’s 

Mystery Tour it’s time to get your reservation and check with Jan Dallons.  This year we’ve put together 

an interesting drive through what was virgin territory for us and are working on questions for the 

Scavenger Hunt that should challenge the most serious player.  My favorite question from last year’s run 

was asking for the make and year of a 1939 Cadillac convertible hoisted high on two steel columns in 

front of a wrecking yard.  To my surprise several people nailed the answer without having the time to 

stop and examine the vehicle up close and personal.  Do we have some sharp members or what?  And, 

to repeat myself, the Mystery Tour is limited to 15 cars and you don’t want to be left at the gate wishing 

you’d got your reservation in sooner. 

Heroes Live Amongst Us:  Finally, a word about Dan and Vivian Miroballi.  As most of you know, Dan 

broke his leg a few months ago and has been in therapy ever since to regain his mobility.  What you may 

not know is about two years ago Dan broke a hip.  While this would be unfortunate for anyone, Dan is 

91 years old and people that age aren’t supposed to recover from such things, especially twice!  When I 

saw the Miroballi’s walk into IHOP for our May meeting I was somewhere between stunned, amazed, 

and speechless.  Dan, and you too, Vivian, have been such an important part of Dan’s recovery, you are 

an inspiration to us all.  You are both heroes in the very best sense of that word.  Even better, you allow 

me to tell everyone (myself included) that if the Dan and Vivian can make the meeting, so can you!! 

Drive safe, have fun, and see you soon, 

Russ Surber   

 



 

 

Well here we are with the year half over and it seems almost unbelievable.   

Every month this year we have had one or more new members which is great! 

I’m happy to announce David Jess and Kelly Kenitz as our new members who  

live in Shell Beach. They have a 2017 Coupe that happens to be red! 

I am also happy to report that Joe Berkman has found his dream car.  It is a 2011  

GS, and oh yes…. it’s red.  He will be at the meeting in July and I hope to get his  

application in earlier for the 4th of July parade. 

            

 

 

John Beaman 

 

 

 

 

 

                         John Beaman 

                       Vice President 

     WARM WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS! 



 

 

 

SLO Vettes Monthly Meeting Minutes 

 
May 12, 2017  
 
IHOP Restaurant, San Luis Obispo 
 
SLO Vettes President Russ Surber called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.   With the exception of Events 
Chair Dave Breece, all other elected officers were present and thirty-three people were in attendance.  
 
Membership:  Vice President/Membership Chair, John Beaman announced new members, David Jess 
and Kelly Kenitz.  David and Kelly have a C7 Corvette.  John also re-introduced Murray and Ronna Damen 
and Barbara Landis which had joined in previous months.  John also said that Joe Berkman was a visitor 
and is looking to purchase a C6 Corvette. 
 
Minutes:   Russ reminded the group that the draft minutes would no longer be read at the monthly 
meetings and that members can access and read them in the monthly Newsletter prior to the General 
meeting.  Ron Berkel moved to accept the draft minutes and the motion was seconded by John Beaman.  
The motion passed on a unanimous voice vote.   
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer, Jan Dallons reported on the club’s income and expenses from April 15, 
through May 12, 2017 as well as year to date totals. Jan stated that the club is solvent.  Denise Surber 
made a motion to accept the report and Dan Miroballi seconded the motion.  The motion passed on a 
unanimous voice vote. 
 
Events:  Events Chair, Dave Breece was absent.  President Surber made announcements about the Topaz 
Solar Farm tour on May 20, 2017 and also reminded attendees about the Warbirds, Wings, and Wheels 
event at the Paso Robles airport on Saturday, May 13th.  Russ also asked attendees for a show of interest 
for a possible day trip to Camp Roberts for a tour.  
 
Jan Dallons distributed an event flyer for the 2017 Mystery Run scheduled for the weekend of 
September 22nd - 24th.  Jan is accepting deposits in the amount of $300 and the cost of the trip is 
$575.00 per couple. 
 
National Corvette Museum:  Museum Liaison, Don Allen reported on activities and fundraising at the 
museum.   Don said raffles have been planned for May and June. Please see his article in this month’s 
newsletter for specifics.    

           Jeanne Allen  

          Secretary 



 
Newsletter:  Newsletter Editor, Barbara Buchanan was present but had nothing to report.       
 
Website:  Webmaster, Jon Dallons was absent.  Jan Dallons reported that Jon had updated the website 
with flyers for future events. 
 
Sunshine:  Sunshine Chair, Deb Breece was absent.  No Birthdays or Anniversaries were announced.  
 
Merchandise:  Merchandise Chair, Valerie Cochran was absent and no announcements were made.  
 
Old Business:  None. 
 
New Business:  None 
 
Guest Speaker:   The club had the privilege of having guest speaker David Gunn speak about his 
McClaren Can-Am race car which he had purchased and restored and now campaigns on the vintage 
race car circuit.  David gave a brief history about the Can-Am Series and how it was the top level sports 
car road racing event in the mid 1960’s.  David’s presentation included the restoration process of his car 
as well as several color photos during the various stages of restoration.   
 
50/50 Drawing:  Jan Dallons sold $90.00 worth of tickets and Vivian Miroballi won $45.00.   
 
President Surber adjourned the meeting at 7:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jeanne Allen 
Secretary 
 
 

 

     

                                                

 

 



Museum News 

The Michelin NCM Bash was held on April 27-
29.  The Bash is one of our largest annual  
events and this year about 1300 Corvette 
enthusiasts attended.  What better way to 
kick off Corvette event season at the Museum 
than by debuting the new Corvette colors?  
This year participants were the first to see 
Admiral Blue, Sterling Blue and Watkins Glen 
Gray Metallic.  Activities included the debut of 
the 2018 Corvette, scenic road tours, spirited 
driving on the Motorsports track, seminars, 
autograph sessions, and other events.   

GM executives introduced the 2018 Corvettes and pointed out the many changes and new 
options.  They also provided seminars to attendees on specific features as well as DIY 
information.  Check out some video:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kz2MVgNgXi4 or 
some great photos and a summary of the activities:  
http://www.corvetteblogger.com/2017/05/03/pics-2017-michelin-ncm-bash/ 
 

The special Callaway Cars Exhibit has ended 
and the Horsepower Heroes Exhibit is now 
being presented at the Museum’s exhibit hall.  
Now through August 18, 2017 is a seventeen-
car display featuring highly modified Corvettes.  
High performance models from specialty shops 
such as Callaway, Lingenfelter, and Greenwood 
are available for viewing.  
 
But just in case you missed it, another one of 
the famous Callaway cars that was on exhibit 
at the Museum is showcased on YouTube.  The 
1991 Callaway Series II Super Speedster 
Corvette is essentially a street version of the 

Calloway Competition race car.  With twin turbos it has 755 hp and is the only Speedster with a 
removable hardtop and unique body panels.  It can be viewed at:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Q91lrFbWmo&feature=em-subs_digest 
 

            Don Allen 

                   Museum Ambassador  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kz2MVgNgXi4
http://www.corvetteblogger.com/2017/05/03/pics-2017-michelin-ncm-bash/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Q91lrFbWmo&feature=em-subs_digest


9 
 

The NCM IT team has been hard at work fine tuning a new member's only section on the w ebsite.  This area is 
now functional and will allow members to view their personal information, donations, registrations, member -
specific information and links and will even be able to reprint membership cards if needed and see when your 
renewal date is (if applicable) and when you joined.   
 
For those of you purchasing new Corvettes, beginning with the 2018 model year Corvettes, the NCM Trial 
Membership Program will move from a museum membership to a subscription to America's Sports Car 
magazine for one year.  The card that is included with each new Corvette will look very similar, but the 
program has changed.   
 
At the last meeting, some of you asked about the perks of being a NCM member.  Here is a quick refresher 
course.  The many levels of membership come with increasing levels of benefits depending on your level of 
commitment.  But as Russ so eloquently said it at the meeting, the main reason to join is to support the 
Museum and its mission of celebrating the invention of the Corvette; preserving its past, present and future; 
and educating the public about Corvette.   
 
General Motors partners with the Museum on several projects most notably by choosing the Museum to be 
the official tour guide for the Corvette Assembly Plant tours.  Each year in late Apri l, GM holds the first public 
showing of their new Corvette models at the NCM Mobil One Michelin Bash.  GM provides technical assistance 
seminars and gives the Museum full access to build sheets and other manufacturing data.  GM also lends 
special project cars to the Museum for display.  Because of these close affiliations with GM and other industry 
leaders, the Museum is best able to champion the interests of Corvette enthusiasts everywhere.  
 
Because SLO Vettes holds a Club Membership, our members receive a  25% discount toward their initial NCM 
membership purchase (not for annual renewals).  Some of the perks for a family membership include:  
 

• Two membership cards 

• Two silver member lapel pins 

• Annual subscription to America’s Sports Car  

• Free admission to Museum for member and immediate family* ** 

• Discount on NCM sponsored events 

• 10% discount on merchandise from the Corvette Store and catalog***  

• Discount on insurance from NCM Insurance Agency 

• GM Supplier discount on GM vehicles 

• Discounts on car rentals and hotels 

• Other discounts as negotiated 
 
Price: $100.00 75.00 with the club discount 
 
* Does not include admission to special gated events  
** Immediate family includes spouse and children under 18 years old  
*** Does not include discount on sale merchandise 
 
For more information and a video, please go to:  http://www.corvettemuseum.org/support/membership/  or 
contact Membership Manager Stephanie Morrill at 270-467-8837 or Stephanie@corvettemuseum.org.  
 
Assembly Plant 
 
If you are planning a visit, please remember the Assembly Plant tours will be suspended after June 16, 2017 
for an estimated 18 months.   In place of the tours, the Museum have assembled some other interesting things 
to do in and around the Bowling Green area.   
 

http://www.corvettemuseum.org/support/membership/
mailto:Stephanie@corvettemuseum.org
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GM says the time is needed to make necessary improvements but that sure sounds like a long time.  
Meanwhile, the GM Tonawanda engine plant where many of the high performance motors are born is also 
being upgraded.  Coincidence?  Sure follows the rumors of a mid-engine car with a double overhead cam 
engine. 
 
If you want to see and hear a detailed explanation of the plant upgrades, check out the video by Assembly 
Plant Manager, Kai Spande.  One interesting change that could easily improve the quality of all Corvettes is 
that of the speed of the assembly line.  Currently, the line runs at 17 completed cars p er hour.  When the plant 
starts up after the remodel, the line will only produce 12 cars per hour.  Each workstation will get an 
additional 2 minutes to complete that task.  Considering how everything in the world today needs to be done 
faster to be profitable, this is quite an investment by GM.  See the video at:  
http://www.corvetteblogger.com/2017/05/04/video-corvette-assembly-plant-update-kai-spande-2017-ncb-
bash/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=corvette_sales_news_lifestyle_daily_rec
ap&utm_term=2017-05-04 
 
For a schedule of black-out dates, go to http://www.corvettemuseum.org/visit/plant-tours/ 
 
Upcoming NCM Events 
 
Le Mans Viewing Party 
 
On June 17-18, 2017 the world’s greatest car manufacturers will battle at the 24 Hours of Le Mans. Through 
special arrangement with the ACO, three locations outside of France will be given a commercial free, direct 
feed of the race… Berlin, Tokyo and Bowling Green, Kentucky at the National Corvette Museum.  The race will 
be shown on the 28-foot giant screen in the Chevrolet Theater, with live timing and scoring, refreshments 
during the entire 24 hours, private Skypes from the Corvette Racing team and door prizes.   Seating is limited. 
 
Anniversary Celebration and Hall of Fame Induction 
 
Celebrating 23 years of growth and changes, the  Anniversary of the National Corvette Museum will be held 
August 31– September 2,  2017.  Those registered can enjoy the Museum with its many displays and then join 
in at the NCM Motorsports Park with scheduled parade laps around the road course.  Also offered will be 
scenic self-guided road tours, special video presentations and seminars, raffles, the annual open Membership 
meeting and more during this event in honor of your help and support! The event will also include the 
Lifetime/VIP dinner, 10-year/15-year/20-year member recognition, Ambassador Luncheon, and the “Corvette 
Hall of Fame” Induction Ceremony and banquet where we will induct new members into the prestigious and 
elite group of recipients who have made a significant contribution to Corvette history.  The agenda and online 
registration should be active May, 2017. 
 
Museum in Motion 
 
Spots are available on several of the MIM trips that will run now through October 2017.  These pre-paid group 
trips for Corvette enthusiasts include scenic sights, hotel accommodations, meals, and fun for all.  Here are 
some examples of upcoming runs.   
 
The “Norwest Passage” is scheduled in July  where you will head to the coastal region of Seattle, Washington 
for an adventure filled 3 days / 4 night stay at a 5-star resort. Be a part of Seattle / Tacoma area and 
experience the beautiful Mount Rainier. See the ever popular Lemay Museums, Seattle Center (home  of the 
Space Needle) as well as the popular Pike Place Market .  

 

The “California Dreamin” trip heads to the starting point in Kingman, AZ in August.  Then travel some of Route 
66 along the way to the famous Queen Mary Floating Ocean liner Hotel in Long Be ach, CA. Fill your days with 
sight-seeing to Paramount Studios, Petersen Museum, and Catalina Island during the 5 day/5 night run. 

http://www.corvetteblogger.com/2017/05/04/video-corvette-assembly-plant-update-kai-spande-2017-ncb-bash/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=corvette_sales_news_lifestyle_daily_recap&utm_term=2017-05-04
http://www.corvetteblogger.com/2017/05/04/video-corvette-assembly-plant-update-kai-spande-2017-ncb-bash/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=corvette_sales_news_lifestyle_daily_recap&utm_term=2017-05-04
http://www.corvetteblogger.com/2017/05/04/video-corvette-assembly-plant-update-kai-spande-2017-ncb-bash/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=corvette_sales_news_lifestyle_daily_recap&utm_term=2017-05-04
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/visit/plant-tours/
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In September 2017 The NCM’s Museum in Motion heads west for a spectacular “National Parks Tour”. Headed 
up with the assistance of the Lone Star Texas Corvette Club – the group will begin in beautiful Arizona and end 
in Moab, Utah. Along the way – participants will visit the beautiful National Parks of: Grand Canyon National 
Park, Bryce Canyon National Park, Zion National Park, Arches National Park, as well as Canyonlands National 
Park.  This tour is sold out but there is a waiting list.  The same tour is planned for 2018 and you can be placed 
on a list for that as well. 
 
For a list of all NCM events, please go to:  http://www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/events/, 
select the date range, and click on the event for details.  
 
Raffles    (Don’t forget, the Museum Delivery Experience is included.) 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

2017 Arctic White Corvette Z06 Coupe Raffle 
(VIN 00001), Thursday, June 8, 2017 at 

2pm CT.  Tickets are $250 and limited to 1000 
tickets. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

2017 Torch Red Corvette Coupe Raffle, 
Thursday, Sept 2, 2017 at 2pm CT 

Tickets are $10 with no limit to the number of 
tickets sold. 

 

For more information on the cars and to purchase tickets, go to: https://store.corvettemuseum.org/corvette-
raffle 
 
Miscellaneous Corvette Ramblings 
 
If you want to see the latest GM brochure on the new 2018 Corvette, you can download the playbook.  It gives 
you all the info you ever wanted to know about the newest models.  Go to:  
http://www.corvetteblogger.com/docs/2018CorvettePlaybook.pdf  
 
If you recall from previous articles, I spoke about the hatchback version of the Corvette by Callaway Cars.  The 
Aerowagen was essentially a kit with bodywork to provide more room inside.  Of course Jay Leno had to have 
one for himself but he got a full version including the engine and chassis modifications.  See a video on 
YouTube of Jay’s 757 HP Aerowagen at:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YHzBpvyfqVs&t=211s 
 
To learn more about upcoming events, exhibits and plan your next visit, please contact me directly and visit 
the NCM website at www.corvettemuseum.org.   
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Don Allen, SLO Vettes National Corvette Museum Ambassador 

http://www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/events/
https://store.corvettemuseum.org/corvette-raffle
https://store.corvettemuseum.org/corvette-raffle
http://www.corvetteblogger.com/docs/2018CorvettePlaybook.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YHzBpvyfqVs&t=211s
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/
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        Templeton Parade   -   Cayucos Parade 

After participating in the parades, join fellow club members at 

Jon & Jan Dallons home for some good BBQ, Fantastic Views, 

A Surprise or Two and if lucky, a view of the Coast Fireworks.   

$15.00 per person 

       Casa Mirador Santa Rosa Creek Road, Templeton  

You are welcome to show up immediately after the parades or 

rest up at home for a few hours and then ome up. Please R.S.V.P.’s to Jan  (805) 

712-1111 
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Mystery Tour  

September  22 - 24 

 

fun filled all inclusive weekend!  

• Lodging Friday and Saturday Night 

• Lunch on Friday 

• Popular Heavy Hors d’oeuvres Friday Night 

• Plated Dinner Saturday Night 

• Continental Breakfast Saturday and Sunday 

• Events Shirts 

•    No Freeway Driving 

      

  ALL FOR ONLY  $575. 00 
   

per couple 

We are accepting $300 deposits now! 

Contests of a competitive nature can be expected 

To reserve your spot, call Jan Dallons  (805) 712-1111 
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                                                                                                GREAT PLANES AND CARS WITH HISTORY 
 

 
 
                  WARBIRD WINGS AND WHEELS                                                          
 
 
 
        THE CLASSIC TRUCK BELOW BELONGS TO                                    THIS CLASSIC CAMERO BELONGS TO  
                           BRIAN CYESTER !                                                                         KARL WILLIAMS ! 
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                                                    THE LUGGIE ! 
                                                        By Rex Ott 

       None of us plan on the need for one of these, but now they have provided 
one that weighs only 51 pounds, and a battery that can last for 10 miles. This 
new smaller battery-operated scooter even fits in small cars, and is allowed 
on most airlines, which is significant.  

                 THIS LUGGIE ALLOWS NO INJURY FROM STOPPING YOU ! 

                                                  

                        

In Rex & Georgias Otts Vette 

     People below just going crazy with their modified scooters !  

TECH/ MAINTENANCE/ MISC. NEWS 
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                                            Guess who this is   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             Ahhhhh ………….. Back in the day….. Any guesses ???????????????????????????????? 
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       Barbara Buchanan      June 6 

       Susan Miller                June 12th  

       Judy Morris                 June 16th 

       Denise Surber             June 18th 

     

 

Sunshine 

                         Historian 

NEXT MEETING 

 June 9TH  @ 6:30 P.M. 

 IHOP 

212 MADONNA RD. 

SAN LUIS OBISPO 

      

To  

Deb and Dave Breece      June 6th 

Russ and Denise Surber  June  18th 

Lyn and Floyd Owens    June 24th 

                    

 

 


