
Hi everyone,

It is August!   It is Hot!  And the Mid-
State Fair is in town!  We also have 
been watching the Presidential 
Conventions on TV.  Sounds like a 
good time to go for a ride in our 
Corvettes!
 
The club is doing great!  We seem to 
grow in numbers at every meeting.

On August 19, the night of the Hot El 
Camino Cruise Nite, our club can 
meet at the car wash on El Camino 
Real to hang out, eat hamburgers, 
and watch the cruise.  You can also 
cruise, but you need to contact the city 
of Atascadero to pay for a cruise pass.

The club will be serving bbq'd 
hamburgers again, with side dishes 
and a drink for only $5.00 a person. 
We will have a sign up sheet at the 
meeting to ask a few people to bring 
side dishes, salads or desserts. 

We cannot get in the car wash parking 
lot until they close, which is almost 
6:00, and the police shut down the 
street at 5:30, so find a place to park 
close by, before 5:30, to be ready to 
go in when we are allowed to.

That is it for now.  If you go to the fair, 
stay cool!

See you at the meeting on August 
12th at 6:30.

             

Respectfully your President,
               
Rick Gilbert       
rickgilbert63@yahoo.com

�1

       Front Page                                       MONTHLY NEWSLETTER  ©                                August 2016

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE
 Rick Gilbert

NEXT MEETING

August 12th  6:30PM

Margie’s Diner 

San Luis Obispo

mailto:rickgilbert63@yahoo.com


MISCELLANEOUS RAMBLINGS 
First and foremost, with the arrival of the 
Wilkinson’s and Nemec’s the Club’s 
membership stands at a healthy 37, 
which is great news for the big August 
19th “Hot El Camino Cruise Nite”.  Thanks 
to the efforts of Brian Cyester, we will 
again have the privilege of taking over the 
El Camino Car Wash at 7200 El Camino 
Real in Atascadero, which puts us right in 
the middle of the action.  The Car Wash 
remains open until 5:30, at which point 
we are welcome to enter the area.  And 
therein lies the tale, because the police 
sometimes begin closing access to El 
Camino at about the same time.  So the 
safe bet is to arrive in Atascadero around 
5:00 p.m. and park on the street in front 
of the car wash.  If there is no room, try 
the parking lot across the street in the 
shopping center.  Then, at 5:30, you can 
drive into the car wash and park for the 
evening, or until you decide to wheel out 
and show us what you’ve got! 

Indeed, if you want to “strut your stuff” 
you’ll need to register your vehicle.  You’ll 
find a registration form at:   

h t t p : / / w w w. a t a s c a d e r o . o r g /
components/com_rseventspro/
assets/images/files/Cruite%20Nite
% 2 0 R e g % 2 0 F o r m
%202016jpg_Page1.jpg 

h t t p : / / w w w. a t a s c a d e r o . o r g /
components/com_rseventspro/
assets/images/files/Cruite%20Nite

% 2 0 R e g % 2 0 F o r m
%202016jpg_Page2.jpg 

Although much of the literature about the 
event speaks of on-line registration, the 
City website says there is no on-line 
registration this year.  Go figure.  It’s a fun 
evening, the burgers are terrific, and you 
are with friends.  Not a bad combination.  
And, don’t forget to bring chairs and 
something to. 

A short word on the suggestion Don Allen 
made at our July meeting about creating 
a “Photo Directory” of the Club.  It’s one 
of those suggestions that, when made, 
makes you want to slap your forehead 
and say, “Why didn’t I think of that years 
ago?”  Speaking from the “senior” 
perspective, a photo with a name 
attached would be pure gold, not to 
mention very useful for newer members 
who still aren’t sure who is who.  Don 
said it could be a shot of you (or you all, 
depending on the circumstances) 
standing beside your car, a refinement I 
also like.  In that case, it could look 
something like this: 

!  

Of course, shots like this have the 
potential of frightening children, but you’ll 
get the idea.  Anyway, I wanted to say 
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that I think Don has come up with a 
terrific idea that would greatly benefit the 
Club.  I’d be interested in learning how 
you feel about this. 

Finally, another of my occasional 
“Challenges.”  Identify this car and the 
year it was first tested and we’ll come up 
with matted version of this photo for you 
at the August meeting.  Oh, and I’ll need 
to know what is special about the car.  
Email me your answers and the first one 
in gets the prize! 

!  

The August meeting will provide all of the 
details you’ll need to join us for the Hot El 
Camino Cruise Night, so make sure 
you’re there.  The meeting starts at 6:30 
p.m., Margie’s Diner, get there by six!  
Ciao! 

Russ Surber,    VP / Membership 

rdsurber@charter.net 

It’s Here – The SLO Vettes Window Decal 

Talk to Russ 

August Birthdays
August.      3             Randy Huhn
August.      4             Russ Surber
August.      5             Valerie Cochran
August.      8             Ron Grasser
August     13             Rich Rolson
August.    17             Karen ILer

August Anniversaries
August.      17            Tom and Gail Riley
August.      31            Rex and Georgia 

Debbie    debbiegilbert55@yahoo.com 

Hmmmmm     It’s not XMAS 
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SLO Vettes Monthly Meeting Minutes 

July 8, 2016  

Margie’s Diner, San Luis Obispo 

San Luis Obispo SLO Vettes President, Rick 
Gilbert called the meeting to order at 6:30 
pm.   Twenty-six attendees, including one 
guest were present.   With the exception of 
the Events coordinator, Maggie Hood, the 
other Club’s elected officers were present.   
Chuck Varela introduced his guest, Zan Nye, 
from Cayucos. 

Membership:  Vice President/Membership 
Chair, Russ Surber reported that the Club 
has 37 paid memberships.    

Russ reminded members that he has club 
decals if anyone has not received theirs yet.  
The first decal is free and additional decals 
are $8 each.   

Russ presented a framed photograph to Jon 
Dallons as a prize in a contest to identify 
the drivers of the original LeMans winning 
Corvettes. 

Russ congratulated new members Ken and 
Diane Wilkenson for their 43 years of 
marriage and asked Ken to tell the group a 
little about themselves.  Ken said he has 
retired from State service and they own two 
Corvettes, a 2010 Grand Sport and a 1998 
C5. 

Minutes:   Secretary, Jeanne Allen read the 
minutes from the June meeting.  Russ 
Surber moved to accept the minutes as read 
and Brian Cyester seconded the motion.  
The motion passed on a unanimous voice 
vote. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer, Jan Dallons 
reported on the club’s income and expenses 
for the time period June 11th through July 

8th and also year-to-date totals.  Jan 
reported the club had no expenses last 
month.  Dan Miroballi made the motion to 
accept the report.  Denise Surber seconded 
the motion and the motion passed on a 
unanimous voice vote. 

Events:  Events Chair, Maggie Hood was 
absent.  President Gilbert announced the 
August events will include the August 12th 
monthly meeting and the August 19th Hot El 
Camino Cruise Nite in Atascadero.  For the 
cruise, please be there before 5:30 pm as 
the streets will start closing off.  Members 
are asked to wait at the Vons store until 
everyone has arrived.  After the car wash is 
finished with their last customer, we will 
move there to park and BBQ.  Jan Dallons is 
purchasing food, sodas and water.  $5 is the 
cost for burgers and Jan will send out a sign-
up sheet to coordinate side dishes.  She 
reminded everyone to bring chairs.  Anyone 
wanting to participate in the cruise will 
need to fill out an on-line application. 

Jan Dallons reminded club members about 
this year’s Mystery Trip scheduled for 
September 30 through October 2nd.  The cost 
is $450.00 per couple.  A reduced price is 
yet to be determined for solo participants.  
Jan is accepting deposits of $200.00.   

National Corvette Museum:  Museum 
Liaison, Don Allen reported on numerous 
activities at the museum including raffles 
and upcoming events.  He also announced 
that the Corvette celebrated its 63rd 
birthday on June 30th.  For further 
information and event announcements, 
please see his article in this newsletter.   
Don reminded everyone that he is selling 
tickets for a September 3rd raffle for a 2016 
Black Convertible.  Tickets are $10 each. 

Newsletter/Website:  Newsletter Editor/
Webmaster, Jon Dallons apologized for not 
getting the July newsletter out earlier but 
did say that the website is up to date.  Jon 
will post photos from the Monterey and July 
4th runs in next month’s newsletter.  Jon also 
announced this will be his last year as the 
Newsletter Editor but will continue to be 
the Webmaster.   Anyone interested in being 
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the Newsletter Editor, please see President 
Gilbert. 

Merchandise:  Merchandise Chair, Valerie 
Cochran said she has merchandise available 
for sale and can place orders for anyone 
that is interested.   She announced that 
among other items, she has sweatshirts, 
lightweight women’s shirts, and men’s 
baseball caps with adjustable bands.  She is 
selling women’s pink baseball caps at a 
reduced price of $5.   

Sunshine:  Sunshine Chair, Debbie Gilbert 
announced the Ju ly b i r thdays and 
anniversaries.   

 Old Business: None  

New Business:  President Gilbert announced 
that he would not be running for President 
during the next election.   He also said that 
in September a committee will be formed to 
contact members to see if anyone is 
interested in filling a position.  Elections 
will be held in November.  

Don Allen suggested that photographs of 
members and their cars be taken and placed 
on the website.  This might help us all to 
remember names by associating members’ 
faces with their cars.  Don said some clubs 
make photos public on their website and 
others limit access to only club members.  
Photos made public might include only first 
names and car photos without the car’s 
license plate visible.  He asked the club 
discuss this at a future meeting. 

50/50 Drawing:  Jan Dallons sold $70.00 
worth of 50/50 tickets and Chuck Varela 
held the winning ticket worth $35.00.   

President Gilbert adjourned the meeting at 
7:17 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jeanne Allen 
Secretary 

Corvette just celebrated its 63rd Birthday.  
On June 30, 1953, the first Corvette came 
off the assembly line in Flint Michigan. To 
memorialize this iconic event, in 2008, 
t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s H o u s e o f 
Representatives passed a resolution that 
June 30th  would annually be known as 
“National Corvette Day.” That’s right, a 
whole day devoted to America’s sports car.  
Below is the actual text from the 
resolution. 

“ H . R e s . 9 7 0 , I n t h e H o u s e o f 
Representatives, U. S., June 26, 2008. 

Whereas the Chevrolet Corvette is 
America’s first sports car;  
Whereas the first production Corvette 
rolled off a Flint, Michigan, assembly line 
on June 30, 1953;  
W h e r e a s t h e C o r v e t t e i s n o w 
manufactured in Bowling Green, Kentucky;  
Whereas the Corvette is the most widely 
respected production sports car in United 
States history;  
Whereas the Corvette is truly a symbol of 
American pride;  
Whereas General Motors is celebrating its 
100th anniversary in 2008; and  
Whereas the 30th of June would be an 
appropriate day to designate as `National 
Corvette Day’:  
Now, therefore, be it Resolved, That the 
United States House of Representatives 
supports the designation of a `National 
Corvette Day’ to honor the Chevrolet 
Corvette.” 

Did you participate in the 15th annual “Drive 
your Corvette to work day” on Friday, July 
1st?  The annual cruise to work fest was first 
envisioned by Mike Yager, founder of Mid 
America Motorworks  as a fun way to 
promote Corvette ownership. It’s always 
held on the Friday closest to the Corvette’s 
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birthday of June 30th.  Mike said, “We think 
driving your Corvette to work, at least one 
day a year, is an excellent way to 
demonstrate just how popular Corvettes 
are.  And it is a chance to Save the Wave 
and keep the Corvette spirit alive.” 

Hopefully, I will remember to announce 
these dates next year so we can celebrate 
too.  Great excuse for a party! 

On the rumor-mill topic of the C8 mid-
engine Corvette…….General Motors just 
announced it had earmarked $290 million in 
“technology investments” to its Bowling 
Green Assembly plant, home of the 
Chevrolet Corvette production line. The 
news comes in addition to a previous $439 
million investment announced last year to 
provide a new paint shop at the factory.  
  The investment includes a $153 million 
project aimed at improving vehicle assembly 
line processes. GM also is increasing 
investments previously announced at the 
plant by $137 million. Last year, GM 
announced it would invest would invest $44 
million and add 36 jobs to expand its 
Performance Build Center. 

Of course, large factory upgrades are 
commonplace in today’s age of fast-
advancing technology; however, some see 
these large investments as signs of a fast 
approaching next-generation Chevrolet 
Corvette, the C8.  

If you are considering an R8C NCM Delivery 
option (where your new Corvette is 
delivered to you at the Museum), you might 
want to consider an upgrade to the “NCM 
Experience”.  Similar to R8C, the NCM 
Experience offers a day in the spotlight with 
your Corvette.  Only available through the 
Museum, the option includes V.I.P. Plant and 
Museum tours, a one-year individual 
membership to the NCM, commemorative 
plaque, silver decal and a photograph in 
front of the Museum.  Experience option 

Corvettes also receive an exterior cleaning 
and are placed on display on the Corvette 
Boulevard.  Program participants will 
receive a numbered Flint Brick, a dealer 
brochure for your model year Corvette(if 
available), and a C-Magic sample pack.   

Additionally, customers have the opportunity 
to purchase special merchandise showcasing 
the "NCM Experience" logo, bricks in a 
special commemorative section, and a build 
sheet/window stickers if available, during 
the program presentation.  Cost of the 
Experience program is $500, due at the time 
of scheduling.  
 
If you are interested in any of the Museum 
Delivery programs, feel free to give Shane 
Webb, the Delivery Department Manager a 
c a l l .   H e c a n b e r e a c h e d 
at  shane@corvettemuseum.org  or by 
calling 1-800-205-4248/270-777-4505. 

Upcoming Events: 

September 1-3, 2016, 22nd Anniversary 
Celebration and Corvette Hall of Fame 
September 1 -3 i s t he Ann i ve r sa ry 
Celebration, and the highlight of the event 
is the Corvette Hall of Fame induction 
ceremony and seminars.  Join in as Bob 
Bondurant, Ralph Kramer and Donna Mae 
Mims are inducted.  To view resumes on the 
new inductees as well as all the past 
h o n o r e e s , p l e a s e g o t o : h t t p : / /
www.corvettemuseum.org/learn/about-
corvette/corvette-hall-of-fame/ 

 
Other highlights of the Celebration include a 
poker run, seminars, road tours, touring laps 
at the track, 2017 Corvette walk-around, 
past and present Hall of Fame Q&A session, 
celebrity choice car show, autograph 
session, Ambassador  lunch, sip 'n paint and 
more!  View the complete agenda and 
register at:  
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http://www.corvettemuseum.org/event/
anniversary-celebration/?instance_id=357 
 
September 29-October 1, 2016, R8C 
(Museum Delivery Option)/Xperience 
Reunion  

The Museum wants to get together with 
delivery customers to thank them for their 
past business. The weekend will be filled 
with seminars, an afternoon at the 
Motorsports Park, VIP plant tours, road 
tours and banquets. NCM staff loaded this 
weekend with road tours showing some of 
their favorite places to visit while in 
Kentucky.  For information, go to: 
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/event/
r8c-xperience-reunion/?instance_id=476 
 
October 11-15, 18-22, and 25-29, 
Museum in Motion, One Lap of Kentucky 
(Tours 1-3) 

2016 will be the 7th annual KY 1 Lap tour, 
part of the Museum in Motion (MiM) 
program and unique in that it is a 
par tner sh ip between the Nat iona l 
Corvette Museum and the Kentucky State 
Pol ice. The two organizations join 
together to raise money for both the 
Museum and Trooper Island, a KSP non-
profit camp for underprivileged children. 
Each year the tour explores a different 
section of Kentucky. As always, the tour 
will be led by a Kentucky State Trooper, 
now using a marked red Corvette which is 
sure to attract attention as the caravan 
travels through an area of real Americana.  
Three separate tour dates are available.  
For information, go to: 
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/event/
mim-1-lap-of-kentucky-2016-tour-2/?
instance_id=361 

November 3-5, 2016, Vets ‘n Vettes, 
Sponsored by Mobil 1 

The event offers veterans, servicemen and 
women and those who want to support 
them, a comfortable place to meet and 
share stories and experiences.  Thursday 
kicks off with Fort Campbell sending 
members of their Warrior Transition 

Battalion to enjoy a day at the Corvette 
Museum, rides in participants’ Corvettes 
at the new NCM Motorsports Park as well 
as lunch and tours of the Museum and 
Plant.   The event will include a Meet n 
Greet, road tours and participation in the 
Bowling Green Veterans’ Day Parade 
followed by lunch at the VFW.  For 
f u r t h e r , g o t o :  h t t p : / /
www.corvettemuseum.org/event/vets-n-
vettes-2016/?instance_id=364 
 
April 27-29, 2017, NCM Bash 
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/event/
michelin-ncm-bash/?instance_id=563 

To check out these and all the events on 
the NCM calendar, go to:  http://
www.corvet temuseum.org/exp lo re/
events/ 

Raffles 

The museum now has two drawings planned 
to give away Corvettes to lucky winners.  
These cars are loaded with options and 
include the R8C Museum Delivery option 
which includes a VIP tour of the Museum 
and Corvette Assembly Plant (upgraded 
from the public tours), one-year individual 
membership to the Museum, hands-on 
training/instruction by a NCM delivery 
team member, program decal and a wall 
plaque.  

2016 Shark Gray Z06  Corvette Coupe 
Raffle  
Thursday, July 28, 2016 at 2 pm CT 
Tickets:  $300, limited to 1000 tickets   
(Only 383 tickets SOLD as of July 8th.) 

2016 Black Corvette Convertible Raffle  
Saturday, September 3, 2016 at 3 pm CT 
Tickets:  $10, unlimited number of tickets 

You may purchase tickets from me for the 
Black Convertible or by phone at (800) 
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53Vette (538-3883) and on-line at http://
www.corvettemuseum.org/raffle/.   Don't 
wait until the last minute as orders may be 
cut off before the drawing time if the ticket 
limit is reached.  However, if the raffle is 
limited to a certain number of tickets and 
they don’t sell them all, the winner is still 
chosen.  Last month’s winner of a torch 
red coupe was selected even though only 
910 of the 1000 tickets were sold.   

For you computer buffs, slide shows, screen 
savers, backgrounds, and calendars are 
available for both Mac and PCs.  Applications 
include C7, C6, and C1-C6 images.  To 
d o w n l o a d , g o t o h t t p : / /
www.corvettemuseum.org/learn/about-
corvette/monthly-calendar-screen-savers/ 

For further information about any NCM 
activity, please contact me directly or visit 
t h e N C M w e b s i t e a t 
www.corvettemuseum.org.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Don Allen, National Corvette Museum 
Ambassador 

don.allen318@gmail.com 
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